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RED CLOUD WAS MOST POWERFUL COUNCILLOR AMONG SIOUX 
IN OPINION OF GEORGE “ ED”  LEMMON, FORMER CATTLE KING
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MAHAN OUTLINES 
PLANS OF D. A. V.

NATIONAL COMMANDER OP VET  
ERANS ORGANIZATION 

VISITS MISSOULA

Montana Ex-Service Man, Now Head 
of Big Association, Tells What It 
is Hoped Congress W ill Do for 
Boys Disabled in World War.
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Representatives of the Disabled 
American Veterans organization 
will go to congress this year with a 
program, of four major points re
lative to the welfare of disabled 
veterans, according to John W . 
Mahan, national commander of the 
organization, who was a recent 
visitor in Missoula. Mr. Malian 
was formerly a student of the Uni
versity of Montana.

The arbitrary time limit on voca
tional training now provides that a 
man can not enter training after 
July 1, 1925, and that all trainees 
must have completed their training 
before July 1, 1926. An effort will 
be made to change this law in view 
of the fact that it works a hardship 
on those who enter training late, as 
well as those who have been in hos
pitals and therefore have been,en
able to get the benefit oJf vocational 
training.

Want Insurance Changed 
There will be an attempt to change 

the war risk insurance act so that/ 
disabled men can reinstate their 
insurance with the, same provisions 
that an able-bodied man can, that is, 
by paying the permium on the insur
ance for two months— one month of 
back dues, and one month in ad
vance.

The program also provides for a 
medical corps within the United 
States Veteran’s bureau governed 
similar to that in the regular army 
with advancement and .retirement 
privileges. This, it is believed, will 
make the service more attractive and 
enable the bureau to secure only the 
best medical services.

The organization also will try to 
change the ratings given tuberculosis 
patients which now provide that they 
will get from $10 to $30 a month 
for disability. If the plans are effect
ed these patients will receive at least 
$50 a month. .. u

Has Washington Office.
The disabled veterans’ organiza

tion maintains a Washington office, 
which cooperates with the United 
States veterans bureau, and the le«

■-:»gislative committees in congress foe,
., ,Hthe< b e n ^ 't  of,

also have a representative in each of 
the fourteen districts of the United 
States to represent the veterans, free 
of charge in presenting their claims 
to the veterans’ bureau. Last year 
the organization was successful in 
securing $2,000,000 in compensation 
for applicants and still have 9,000 
claims pending.

Mr. Mahan’s headquarters are in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and he was in Mis
soula after attending the national 
encampment of Verterans of Foreign 
Wars held at Tulsa, Okla., August 31 
to September 4. He also attended 
the unveiling of the bronze memor
ial at Muskogee, Okla., in honor of 
the five tribes of civilized Indians 
who fought in the World War. He 
will remain in the west until after 
the American Legion convention in 
Omaha October 5-9, where he will re
present the Disabled American Vet
erans.

A$o9 for
When H. C. Petterson, repair 

man at a Kalispoll shoe store, had 
a shoemaker’s shop in New York 
city years ago, he made shoes to 
order for President McKinley, it 
has recently come to light.

Afterward, in St. Paul, he supplied 
the whole “ Jim” Hill family with 
boots and slippers over a period of 
14. years. His shop' force included 
nine men, each of whom averaged 
four pairs of shoes a week, or more 
than 1,700 a year.

It was 20 years ago when Mr. Pet
terson came to Kalispell. A t first 
he filled special orders, he said, but 
now a man may be great and he may 
be wealthy, but Mr. Petterson won’t 
make shoes for him. If his feet hurt, 
it is another matter.

“ There’s so much repairing now a
days, I don’t have time to think of 
anything else,”  Mr. Petterson ex
plained. “ Lots of people ask me to 
make them shoes but unless they 
have something wrong with their 
feet and can’t get good comfort any' 
other way, I never do.”

ED CLOUD was the most pow
erful councillor in the Sioux 
nation in the opinion of George 

“ Ed” Lemmon of Lemmon, S. D., 
who recently visited Mr. and Mrs. E. 
C. Kurtz of Hamilton for the purpose 
of collaborating with them in the 
preparation of a history of the north
west. While in Hamilton, Mr. Lem
mon also told the story of Mary 
Crawlet, a Sioux woman, who at the 
age of 17 was an eye-witness of the 
Custer massacre on the Little Big 
Horn river in Montana, June 25, 
1876.
' Mr. Lemmon is a former cattle 
king. He was a member of the Lake, 
Tomb & Lemmon company, one of' 
the largest cattle firms in the west 
during the early '90s. They owned 
the famous L7 brand and during the 
year 1892, Mr. Lemmon says, the 
concern owned 53,000 head of cat- 
>tle scattered over Texas, Wyoming, 
Montana and the Dakotas. At this 
time the firm had 865,429% acres of 
grazing land on the Standing Rock 
reservation, in South Dakota, qnder 
fence, at an annual rental of about 
$26,000. It required 270 miles of 
three-strand wire to enclose this 
enormous pasture, which is said to 
have been the largest in the world. 
At one period, 40,000 head of cattle 
were grazed on this range.

The history of Mr, Lemmon’s life, 
it is expected, will be published next 
spring. His mind is a veritable en
cyclopedia Of facts covering a period 
of more than 60 years of active life 
in the states west of the Mississippi 
river. As cowboy, foreman, manager 
and owner of some of the largest 
cattle outfits of the west, he became 
intimately acquainted with many im
portant personages of the, old west 
as well as with the leaders of the 
present-day affairs, and has associ
ated with scores of picturesque char
acters of the time when every man 
carried a six-gun and believed only 
in the laws which he propounded to 
himself.

• Awakening of Red Cloud.
Mr. Lemmon was a personal friend 

of Red Cloud, and he believes him to 
have been the most powerful coun
cillor in the history of the Sioux na
tion. He gained the title of chief of 
his tribe by liis own forces of char
acter, having had no hereditary claim 
to the title. He Was recognized as a 
great warrior, and as an orator he 
yas eloquent and forceful, always 
bringing out his points bf argument 
in as few words as- possible. As aj 
diplomat, Mr. Lemmon avers, he was 
without a peer among the members 
of.his race. This latter quality was 
cjqijnonstrat^d by his masterly hand
ling of the great concentration of t 
three tribes of"*Jndians, the'’ Si<yi 
■Cheyenne's and Afapahoes, during the 
fall and winter of 1865-66, he said, 

It was following this demonstra
tion of the aborigines on the banks 
of the Loups and Elkhorn rivers, 
from 40 to 80 miles north of Fort 
Kearney, that Red Cloud had his 
great awakening and became fully 
convinced of the supremacy of his 
white brothers, Mr. Lemmon added.

“ My opinion of the conversion of 
Red Cloud from a wat leader to coun
cillor of peace, at this time, was also 
shared by his ranking chiefs, Spotted 
Tail, Man-Afraid-of-His-Horses, and 
Stinking Bear, as well as others,”  he 
explained.

“ Writers of western history,” con
tinued the old cattleman, “ have fail
ed to .mention the significance of this 
war-like gathering of the three tribes 
in connection with Red Cloud’s sud
den change from war lord to peace
maker. . General Phil Sheridan is ac- 

—-J-eredited with the transformation in 
the mental attitude o? the famous In
dian chieftan, and the story is worth 
telling, as I am almost certain that 
it has never been told for publica
tion before.

‘When the announcement of the 
proposed construction of the Union 
Pacific railroad became known to the 
Indians in the fall of ’65 they looked 
upoh the project as spelling the doom 
of their hunting grounds and they 
prepared to resist the forward march 
of their pale-face brothers to the lim
it of Indian resources. Their doubts 
and fears had been only too often 
confirmed by renegade white men, 
who lived among them. When news 
reache dthem announcing the actual 
beginning of construction of the road 
to Ogden, November 5, 1865, and the 
company began scattering large 
crews of workmen over the long 
stretch toward Omaha, the Indians

looked on with bewilderment andjimned at Fort Kearney and others 
dismay, fearing starvation and ulti- > giving protection to the construction 
mate extinction. Red Cloud called I gangs on the railroad 
for numerous councils with his tribes-1 “Conditions being favorable for a 
men and entered into a pact with the: long siege, and with a plentiful sup 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes to drive ¡¡ly of water and fuel, the soldjers in
the construction crews from their 
hunting grounds on the resumption 
of work in the spring.

The Great Concentration. 
“ Demonstrations of unusual actlv-

trenclied themselves, preparatory to 
an indefinite stay, awaiting further 

j orders from Washington.
I ‘‘In the meantime the hostilqs were 
I holding tribal dances and ' going 
j through various war antici' i daily 
| Scouts came in continuously and re- 
I ported to Red Cloud, and while t̂ ie 
army was within his sight, • great 
numbers of soldiers from other 
points were being distributed; along 
the railroad, and those in uniform 
were few compared with the ;thous 
amis of laborers working at the con
struction camps along the right-of- 
way.

"Right here is where Red Cloud 
experienced the beginning of his con 
version from a great warrior chief to 
a peace-loving councillor.

"The Indians made no attempt to 
force a fight, nor did they send their

CHIEF RED CLOUD, the famous chieftan of the Sioux nation, who, at 
one time, the greatest of Indian tvar leaders, became the most powerful 
peace councillor of Ills time.

Ities were noticeable among the In
dians of the three tribes, for they 
made concerted efforts all winter for 
a gigantic war campaign in the 
spring. The three tribes in concentra
tion camps worked industriously 
training war ponies, drying quarters 
of meat, which were later ground up 
and sweetened with sugar. A large 
collection of buffalo robes and other 
clothing was supplied for the war
riors, who would have ho time for 
these duties when on the battlefield. 
With the coming of spring additional 
bodies of workmen and contingents 
of soldiers arrived, and to the red 
men beholding the scene of industry 
there seemed to be no end to the 
white invasion.

Scouts and hunters brought news 
of the Indian activities to Fort 
Kearney; and troops were sent to 
quell any outbreak on the part of the 
savages. Upon receiving news brought 
by Indian courieih, of the approach 
of soldiers, the three tribes which had 
been occupying separate camps, 
merged into a single unit, so that 
when the commander of the troops 
came to view it he was amazed at the 
large numbers of men, women and 
children centered there. With the aid 
of a pair of field glasses, he esti
mated the camp to contain at least 
6,000 warriors equipped for battle.

Soldiers Dig In.
“ From what I have been told by 

the Indians, as well as from my own 
recollections, I believe that there 
were about 1.500 soldiers guarding 
the country surrounding the camp. 
In addition, there were troops sta-

wives and children to places of 
safety. Scouting parties sent out from 
either side were promptly run to 
cover to avoid, ambushing. Finally 
orders came from Washington for 
the troops to return to Fort Kearney 
without forcing battle, and under a 
flag of truce, the white commander 
and Red Cloud held a conference.

Differences Settled.
“ The Sioux leader was told that 

the railroad would only be a path
way a few miles wide and that the 
remainder of the land would still be
long to the Indians. Their children 
would be given the same opportuni
ties the whites enjoyed, and bringing 
the subject down to the crisis at 
hand, the white commander argued 
that the soldiers could charge the 
camp bringing destruction upon their 
families, who were not aB well 
mounted as the warriors. He stress
ed the point that the superior arms of 
the soldiers would work havoc in a 
charge. "

“ He predicted that a battle at that 
titne could not be a decisive one for 
either side, even though the entire 
strength of the three tribes was 
thrown into action. He then an
nounced that the great father at 
Washington had sent word for the 
soldiers to withdraw, leaving only 
protection to the construction crews, 
for the troops, he said, were not mak
ing war on women and children, un
less forced to do bo by the action of 
the warriors.

“ Red Cloud was much impressed 
by the words of the white command
er and when the conference was end
ed they both shook hands, and as

they walked away neltner looked 
back, for they trusted each other im
plicitly.”

It is said that when Red Cloud or
dered the abandonment of the camp 
he met with considerable opposition 
from the younger warriors,1 who 
wanted to continue the campaign, be
lieving that they could cover them' 
selves with glory on the battlefield, 
and while they were slow in accepting 
the peace terms submitted to them by 
their chief, they eventually bowed 
to the will of their councillor and 
quietly returned to their homes.

A Proved Diplomat. .
Red Cloud was big enough to see 

the changed conditions caused by the 
advance of civilization into the West 
and asked his followers to accept the 
terms offered them by the govern
ment, advising them to endeavor at 
all times to live in harmony with 
their white brothers, Mr. Lemmon 
said. s

In concluding his story of the fa
mous chief, he reviewed briefly the 
stand taken by Red Cloud two years 
later, when the government under 
took to build a road frpm Fort Lara 
mie, Wyo., to the gold fields in Mon
tana. After many councils and pro
tests, a commission was appointed 
that finally came to terms with the 
chief and the project was abandoned. 
A treaty was finally made defining 
the limits of the reservation as 
claimed by the Sioux nation, to which 
Red Cloud affixed his signature on 
Nov. 6. 1868. But from the time of 
his awakening from dreams of con
quest at the hostile concentration 
camp on the banks of the Loups and 
Elkhorn, he proved ever afterward 
to be a true diplomat.

Mary Crawler
Few people living outside of the 

Standing Rock Indian reservation in 
South Dakota know of Mary Crawler, 
a Sioux woman. Mary is highly re
spected by members of her tribe as 
well as by many pioneer families liv
ing in that portion of the state. She 
is known by her people as the only 
squaw who participated in the mem
orable battle between Custer’s 
troops and the allied Indian tribes on 
the Little Big Horn, June 25, 1876. 
Mr. Lemmon has known Mary more 

than 22 years and during that per
iod had tried various times to get 
her* story, always meeting with polite 
refusal until recently, when she con
sented to tell all she kne v̂ of the 
bloody conflict.

Besides Mr. Lemmon-there were 
several other listeners during the un
folding of the narraitve, two of whom 
were old y/arriors who. participated in 
the fight ançl an interpreter. Mary is 
about 66 years‘bf age, Mr.1 .Lemmon 
said, and speaka very little.English, 
although she has the reputation of 
being quite an orator in her own 
tongue. He made careful notes dur
ing her recital and from those the 
following account of the part she 
took in the battle are given:

She Scorned the Whites.
“ Mary said that Bho was about 17 

years old at the time of the memor
able fight,” Mr. Lemmon said. "She 
confessed to feelings of resentment 
against all white people ns far back 
as she could remember, holding them 
responsible for the hanging of her 
father’s brother, near Lane Creek, 
Wyo., when she was a very small 
girt.. This method of execution was 
disgraceful and hunmiliating to an 
Indian family, as in their belief the 
spirit of the departed relative would 
be forever barred from the happy 
hunting grounds.

The circumstances finally became 
an obsession and her thoughts con
stantly dwelt on plans for revenge 
on the whites for the hanging. She 
wanted us to understand that her ac
tivities during the battle were 
prompted by this uncontrollable pas
sion.

"At the alarm of approaching sol
diers on the morning of the bloody 
conflict she mounted her horse, and, 
accompanied by her father and two 
brothers, joined the concentration to 
meet the advancing soldiers. On 
drawing near the probable scene of 
battle she dropped to the rear of the 
warriors, as an Indian girl was not 
allowed to fight in the field. Her 
desire to avenge the hanging of her 
uncle kept her following close behind 
until she withdrew into a thicket 
beside a small creek.

Mary Describes the Battle.
“ She witnessed the ambush laid by 

the red men and saw Custer run

When the announcement of the proposed construc
tion of the Union Pacific railroad became known to the: 
Indians, they looked upon the project as spelling the 
doom of their hunting grounds and they prepared to re
sist the forward march of their pale-face brothers to the 
limit of Indian resources. Here were have Artist Charles 
M. Russell’s conception of the Indians’ first glimpse of 
the Union Pacific’s construction crews at work.

Do You Want a Buffalo?
One hundred buffalo bulls from 

the Yellowstone park herd are now 
available to those who will pay the 
cost of capturing and shipping, it is 
anounced by Director Stephen T. 
Mather of the national park service, 
to whom application should be made. 
The policy of such disposition was in
augurated last year, when 86 animals 
weer given away. The Yellowstone 
herd has developed so rapidly that 
congress has given the department 
of the interior permission to dispose 

_of the surplus in this manner. Ac
cording to Mr. Mather, the cost of 
capturing, crating and transporting 
a buffalo from the buffalo farm to 
Gardiner, the shipping point is about 
$80. To this must be added the ex
press charges. ,

-------  o— -------------
Under a new ordinance in Port Ar

thur, Texas, it is unlawful for thea- , 
tré patrons to much peanuts while 
the show is in progress.

square into it. The thunder of the 
guns at the beginning of the fight 
lasted but a short time, She said, 
when Custer’s line was broken and 
a portion of his troops cut off from 
the main body. He succeeded in 
breaking away with the greater por
tion, of his men, and in her opinion, 
liS’-might have escaped to open 
ground with the remainder of his 
troops, but instead, he attempted to 
save his cutoff section, and with 
great daring and bravery he charged 
his troops toward the Indians’ south
east ambuscade, with the evident in
tention of breaking through it. Al
though the troops fought fearlessly, 
they were unseccessful in reaching 
the ambushed Indians, who were 
equipped with light powered needle 
guns and were able to shoot, under 
cover of the coppice, without being 
seen.

“ In his second daring charge Cus
ter had placed himself and men in a 
precarious position and the Indian 
maiden could see that the remnant 
of the white command was doomed 
to a man. A circular wall af war
riors was forming on the open plain 
at the rear of the troopers, and In
dians were swarming out of ravines 
and draws in all directions adding to 
the numbers. Custer and his men 
made a final stand on the knob of the 
ridge at the edge of the plateau. The 
circular wall of savages closed in on 
the little group of survivors, who 
went down fighting to the last man, 
overridden and trampled down amid 
the dust and smoke of the battle.

The Field of Death.
“ When the noise of the guns, in

termingled with the fiendish yells of 
the victorious red men, subsided, 
Mary, from her position near the 
creek at the edge of the battlefield, 
knew that the bloody conflict Was 
over. As the smoke was clearing 
over the field, she was joined by her 
father and her brother and a num
ber of other warriors, all of whom 
were dismissing exciting events of the 
battle, /when Bloated Broken Jaw, a 
Sisseton Indian, who had been fight
ing with the Sioux, rushed up de
claring it was he who killed General 
Custer.

"The warrior then led the crowd 
to the top of the ridge, where the 
last of the command had fallen. 
When they found the body of the 
dead general, they were unable to 
recognize it until they washed the 
blood-clotted face with water, obtain
ed from a: jkearby pool.. The body, 
she explained was not mutilated as 
was the "case with his fallen com
rades, saying that .this gruesome part 
of the tragedy h'ad been completed 
ibpfore they, reached the scene. She 
asserted that the Indians who partici
pated in the finoT struggle’ believed, 
almost to a mdn, that Bloated Broken 
Jary was responsible for the shot that 
killed Custer, and not Rain-in-the- 
Face, as some have been led to be
lieve,

“ Mary's actual participation in the 
battle was in killing two injured 
white troopers who approached her 
ambush on their way to the creek to 
wash their wounds. They were half
supporting a badly wounded com
panion who was limping feebly be
tween them. She shot one of the 
men and then walked over and slash
ed the throat of the second. She 
did no further harm to the remain
ing soldier, as he appeared to be 
breathing his last, and she left him 
to his suffering.

“She was employed during the 
battle In giving first aid to wounded 
tribesmen, of whom there were many, 
although she said that only 13 war
riors were killed in the fight. Among 
the wounded Sioux she cared for at 
the edge of the firing lino was her 
younger brother who came In with 
his lower jaw and chin almost shot 
off by an enemy bullet. She said, 
however1, that he lived for several 
years afterward.

“Her wrath toward the troopers, 
Bhe explained to us, was so aroused 
over her brother’s misfortune that 
she mounted her horse and proceed
ed to enter the fight with renewed 
vengence when she met the wound
ed trio, previously mentioned.

On Reno’s Hill.
“ Mary said that, contrary to re

ports, the Indians did not celebrate 
their victory that night, although the 
details were discussed joyfully until 
long after daybreak, when the In
dians advanced towards Reno’s ele
vated position, about three miles to 
the south, with all of their warriors 
in mass formation. Reaching the 
hill, they discovered that Reno’s com
mand was much larger than Custer’s 
had been, and from his fortified 
height he was protected against any 
attack that the Indians might have 
made. The country surrounding the 
hill was not suitable for ambushing, 
she declared, and on the advice of 
Chief Gall, the warriors returned to 
the village. They moved camp that 
evening and the night was spent hil
ariously celebrating the victory of the 
previous day, with about’ 3,000 war
riors participating in the antics.

“ In concluding her story, Mary 
said that if Reno had rushed to 
Custer’s aid, it was the belief of the 
Indians that his entire command 
would also, have been wiped out as 
Custer’s men were before Reno could 
have reached the field, thus leaving 
the Indians free to engage, Reno 
alone. Furthermore, she stated, his 
route to the battlefield would have 
been through heavy concealments 
swarming with savages.”

| Warriors Corroborate Story.
Mr. Lemmon said that while 

Mary’s description of the battle may 
not agree in many respects with the 
official report, her story is substan
tiated by many veteran Indian war
riors who participated in it. Occas
ionally during the recital, she would 
pause and turn to the two aged war
riors for confirmation, each time re
ceiving a pod of acknowledgement 
from them. However, they were 
much older than Mary and apparent-

(Continued «a Acrlcultaml Fa«n)


