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Grantland Rice

JUST how long the new boom that 
has hit sports of every variety 

will last is anybody’s guess.
This includes baseball, football, 

racing, basketball, golf, hockey, ten
nis, boxing, curling, 
bowling, shot put
ting, table tennis, 
gin rummy, javelin 
throwing, hunting, 
fishing, automobile 
racing or jumping 
through a hoop.
Tail - end baseball 
teams draw over a 
million. Many times 
b e a t e n  football 
teams ■ pack the 
stands.

P ro m o te rs , or 
others* who take credit for this 
amazing public surge in their own 
line are merely being goofy. They 
don’t even have to be smart or 
good. Just open the gate. Make it 
a dog fight. It doesn’t seem to mat
ter.

But there is at least one detail 
that can’t be missed. In this coun
try or nation of some 3 million 
square miles and some 140 million 
sport-loving people, there is room for 
two major professional football 
leagues.

The New York Giants proved that 
when, facing double competition 
from the Yankees and the Dodgers 
they packed the Polo Grounds with 
their greatest crowd. The Cleveland 
Browns, in the new league, have 
passed any expected mark. They 
have set new records up above 70,- 
000.

So far, in their exhibition and 
their scheduled games, both leagues 
have gone far beyond early expecta
tions.

The situation hasn’t been so hot in 
several spots, including Los An
geles—a hot college center—but the 
general average has been exception
al.

The Giants could play at least one 
game a season before 100,000 spec
tators—if there were room enough 
to park the human frame.

We still believe, as far as the two 
leagues are concerned, that there is 
room enough in this country for 16 
pro teams, 8 in each league. 
And both leagues can save enough 
to pack a mint by working out the 
same arrangement the National and 
American baseball leagues have to
day.

The rivalry of the two leagues 
has made baseball what it is. The 
same inter league rivalry, with a 
postseason championship, will be 
just as effective for pro football.

In such an event, we could have 
results thrown against futile argu 
ments.

* «  *

The Two Best Backs
Several correspondents have writ

ten in lately, asking if any other 
football team ever had a pair of 
backs to match Blanchard and Da
vis, Army’s terrifying football 
twins. Let’s look at the record, as 
A1 Smith used to say.

Carlisle’s Indians once had Thorpe 
and Guyon—not too bad. Harvard 
had Mann and Bricklcy. Yale had 
Coy and Philbin. Michigan had Hes
ton and Boss Weeks. Cornell offers 
Pfann and Kaw. Pennsylvania had 
Hollenback and Manicr. Stanford 
had Grayson and Hamilton. Notre 
Dame has had many great pairs—a 
longer list than most of the others.

Minnesota, Tennessee, Alabama— 
these and many others—have had 
strong backfield combinations, 
counting only two men.

But we can’t locate at the mo
ment any other combination that 
ranks with Doc Blanchard and 
Glenn Davis in all-around ability and 
destructive effectiveness.

In making a complete check you’ll 
come upon these facts—

1. Davis and Blanchard are bril
liant ball carriers, through the line 
or out in the open. Both are ex
tremely fast.

2. Both can throw a pass and both 
can handle a pass.

3. Both are excellent blockers.
4. Both know how to tackle and 

are strong defensively.
5. Both are dangerous opponents 

against a rival pass.
6. Both can kick.
7. Both are packed with stamina 

and durability and both give all they 
have at every start. Neither is tem
peramental or sweiled-headed. They 
happen to be two fine kids who 
play the game for the love of it.

In looking back many years over 
a long list we can’t locate any team 
that had any such pair among its 
backfield talent, not for a few games 
but through the greater part of 
three hard seasons.

When you’ve seen Blanchard and 
Davis turned loose on some field 
you’ve looked upon the best that 
football has ever had to offer.

• O •

About Bob Neyland
Bob Neyland of Tennessee, now 

General Neyland. an old West Point
er, left his coaching job in 1942 for 
army duty.

It was generally accepted that it 
would take Neyland a year or so 
to rebuild a winning team against 
the powerful opposition the South 
always offers. But in his first 
year back we find Neyland's volun
teers heading the Southern parade, 
a t least a stride in front of Wally 
Butt's Georgia delegation.
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Home-Town Echoes By C. Kessler

CHARLIE KETTERING/ WHO l? üJOŒkOJG 
f o r  the s t a r  telephone co ., at Ashland,
IS SPENDING A FBU DAYS' 1Ü1TH tiOMECDlkS- 
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LAUGHING STOCK By Frank Adams

"1 got this distinguished service medal for helpin’ 
Mom with the dishes."

Empty Inside
Two small boys eagerly watched 

the stout lady step on the scales. 
The machine was out of order, 
and registered only 75 pounds.

“Holy smokes!” cried one of 
them. “Imagine that! She’s hol
low!”

Voice of Experience
“Paw—does bigamy mean that a 

man has one wife too many?”
“Not necessarily, my boy—he can 

have one wife too many without be
ing a bigamist”

Single Blessedness
Little Woman—Dear, why can’t 

we live peacefully like the dog and 
cat lying there by the hearth? They 
never fight.

“No, they don’t, but tie them to
gether, and then see what they’d do.”

Just a Little Chat
Husband—Who was that you were 

talking with outside for a whole 
hour?

Wife—Oh, that was Mrs. Jones. 
She didn't have time to come in.

ilPhi/Hpr

The Influence of the Radio

Teacher—Now, Willie, how much 
is two times one?

Willie—Go ahead!
Teacher—What do you mean “go 

ahead?”
Willie (anxiously) — Go ahead 

and tell me how much I get if 1 
come up with the right answer!

_♦_
Teacher—For that you stay after 

school. Johnny Smith, you were 
very poor in your reading test. Let 
me see what you can do, begin 
ning on page 6.

Johnny—The white cat saw the 
gray mouse under the tall chair.

Teacher—That’s fine.
Johnny—Now can I go for the 

jackpot?

Teacher — Such children! Minnie 
Potter, how do you spell “apple?”

Minnie—You mean backwards?
Teacher—Why backwards?
Minnie—That’s the way they spell 

everything today.
Teacher — Just spell “apple” for

wards.
Minnie (peevishly) — My daddy 

says that if I spell “apple” forwards 
I won’t get anywhere with them. He 
says that to get anything across 
and make big sales you got to spell 
it backwards.

Teacher — Who's running this 
school, your father or I?

A child — Would you mind re
peating the question?

_*_.
Teacher — This is getting just too 

much. Steven Gates, if Kate has two 
plums and Nellie has four plums 
how many plums have they to
gether?

Steven—Could I ask one question 
first?

Teacher—Certainly.
Steven—What Is the jackpot now? 

_*_
Teacher (pretty frantic) — I’m 

beside myself. I’m dazed and exas
perated. I don’t know what to do 
with you children.

A Little Girl (who has been on 
one of those juvenile advice hours) 
—Well, I think your problem 
could be solved by relaxing. You 
need more rest. If I were you I 
would. . .

Teacher—You children.are awful. 
There is only one little boy In the 
class who is really intelligent and 
whose standing is high in all sub
jects. I am going to call on Jasper 
Loobey to show you how to answer 
questions. Jasper Loobey, please 
stand up!

A Little Boy—Jasper Loobey isn’t 
here today. His mother asked me 
to tell you she had to keep him out 
as he had to be on a Quiz Kid hour 
this afternoon.

(Teacher leaps through the win
dow screaming, “Wonderful! Per
fect! That wins you 10 silver dol
lars.” )

* • •
THE HEAL NEWS NEWSREEL

Now that the old World Fair grounds 
on Long Island, N. Y., have been ac
cepted by the United Nations, will 
Trygve Lie do a fan dance? . .  .  And 
who gets the cane-ringing concession? 
. . .  Our Nuernberg scouts report that 
Goering conceuted that poison in his 
upper tier of chins. . . . jimmy Byrnes 
on the radio sounds like a college pro
fessor trying to impress the dean. . .  ,  
Lady Windermere may have had fans,
but we are not one of 'em.

* * *

Bad News From High Court

According to reports, Justice 
Robert Jackson and Justice Hugo 
Black ignore each other and do not 
even speak as the new Supreme 
court session gets under way. 
“Neither looked at the other at any 
time. They sat several seals apart, 
and at no time did they speak,” 
says a news item.

_*_
This depresses us deeply. If we 

can’t have unity, peace, understand
ing and brotherly love on the high
est court in our land, how can we 
have it on lower levels? There is 
something scary in the thought of 
the United States Supreme court be
ing no different from the lawyers 
and their clients.

_*_
We had a case all pr^fiared for 

carrying to the Supreme court, in 
fact we had just christened a new 
carrier to do the job, but we phoned 
our attorney and suggested that he 
take the appeal only through courts 
that got along well, and stop the 
minute he ran into some tribunal 
full of hard looks and cold shoul
ders. Our lawyer argued back. He 
contended that it might be a break 
to submit the case to judges not on 
speaking terms.

« • •
The more we study these photo

graphs of disorders In Hollywood, 
the more we expect to hear of a 
scene of violence being called off 
because (he photographer was not 
ready. And of a case where the 
cops who slngged it ont with the 
strikers agreed to do it all over
for a “retake.”

• • •

“Fifty-one Nations a t Waldorf”— 
Headline.

m
Just impossible to get rest and 

quiet at any hotel any more.
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By VIRGINIA VALE

THIS is a burst of loud ap
plause fo r  E r ic  Seva- 

reid’s autobiography, “Not 
So Wild a D ream .” It’s the 
story of a boy from a sm all 
town in South, Dakota who 
has never lost his love for 
that sm all town, through the 
years when he’s become one of our 
best political and war reporters. 
Many of us will never forget some 
of his broadcasts over CBS during 
the war, and still look forward to 
his Saturday night talks. Sevareid 
covered the war in France, Eng
land, China, Italy, Germany and 
Burma. But this is not primarily 
a war book; it is the inspiring story 
of 34 years of a man’s life, superbly 
written, a story of the world in our 
times.

— & —

Van Johnson says his role in “The 
Romance of Rosy Ridge” is the kind 
for which he’s been praying: “It’s

VAN JOHNSON

my first character part and the first 
time I have been able to break away 
from that ‘boy next door’ type of 
characterization.”

During her first London luncheon, 
Goldwyn Girl Martha Montgomery 
asked for a glass of milk, and the 
waiter asked for her certificate. “In 
England,” he explained, when Mar
tha looked blank, “Milk is issued 
only for infants and invalids. If I 
may be excused for the observation, 
I should venture to say you are nei
ther.” The girls are touring the 
provinces before the opening of 
“The Kid From Brooklyn.”

. Helen Nielson, who makes her 
screen debut in Columbia's Glenn 
Ford-Janct Blair starrer, “Gallant 
Journey,” was discovered by talent 
scouts in the cast of a Hollywood Lit
tle Theatre play—but she’s a cousin 
of Veronica Lake’s, lives with 
Veronica, and was coached by her. 
But maybe a screen career for her 
has always been her fate; when she 
was twelve she appeared in an ama
teur performance In a New York 
City neighborhood theater and 
walked off with the first prize—and 
the prize was a Shirley Temple doll!

David Niven calls( his new Santa 
Monica home “The Fortress,” not 
only because it resembles one; it’s 
manned entirely by seasoned com
bat veterans. Even the nurse who 
cares for his two boys was a mem
ber of a mixed anti-aircraft battery, 
and has several planes to her credit. 
Niven himself, who’ll be seen next 
in Goldwyn’s "The Bishop’s Wife.” 
was a colonel in the British Rifle 
Brigade.

The first exclusive long-term con
tract for an acting horse has been 
hoofed (like a Anger print) by Dice, 
the featured stallion in “Duel in the 
Sun.” He’s signed up for two years 
with David O. Selznick.

Now that “Deception” Is being 
shown, Bette Davis wants to do a 
comedy; since 1941, she’s been spe
cializing in tragedies. “ People will 
think I’m a humorless character 
who stalks the corridors with a 
candle scaring small children,” said 
Bette. She thinks her best comedy 
role was in “It’s Love I’m After,” 
which was made in 1937 and was 
overshadowed by the Award-winning 
“Jezebel.”

The casting department at War
ner Bros, spent six days finding 12 
male and 12 female dancers who 
could do an old-fashioned waltz for 
“My Wild Irish Rose,” the Chaun- 
cey Olcott picture. Twenty - two 
applicants tested and lost.

Skitch Henderson, young pianist 
of the Bing Crosby program, fully 
intended to become a concert pian
ist when he left England and came 
to his native America. But—once 
he was introduced to American jazz, 
he changed his mind, and look at 
him now!

ODDS AND ENDS -  Richard Neu>- 
man, creator of gowns for stars, is doing 
20 super-specials for iMuren Bacall to 
wear opposite Humphrey Bogart in 
“Dark Passage." . . . Ida Lupino is be
ing taught to stutter for her role os a 
mountain girl in Wearner Bros.' picture, 
“Deep Valley.” . . . Linda Darnell 
took off 20 pounds for “Forever Am
ber”. . . Rory Mallinson, his wife and 
three children have moved into a Quon- 
set hut in Groffith Park's veteran haus 
ing project, says it's much better than 
the garage they moved from. . . . But 
Jay Norris, RKO actor, who’s hud 
trouble finding a place to live, has in 
\eriled a hold in Albany, Ga.

LETS TOU TURN OUT BREAD
of a momenti notice/

W m t& i.,wUmi

» &

>V y*,
i ' v S f

Quick acting. . .  easy to use-keeps for weeks
on your pantry shelf
IF  YOU BAKE AT H O M E -you  can 
make all the delicious bread you want to, 
any time you want to with wonderful New 
Fleischmann’8 Fast Rising Dry Yeast. No 
more being “caught short” with no yeast in 
the house. . .  no spoiled batch because yeast 
weakened. New Fleischmann’s Fast Rising 
keeps fresh on your pantry shelf for weeks. 
Keep a supply handy. At your grocer’s.

the
'come-on

/  the Killer
•  Slick ice hidden under 
loose snow—that can 
mean fast trouble for 
even the best of drivers. 
weed chains are needed 
to prevent the death, in
jury  and destruction 
caused by thousands of 
such accidents each 
winter.

SAVE YOUR CAR-SAVE YOURSELF
•  Examine your tire 

chains now. Have them 
repaired if they’re still 
serviceable. Otherwise, 
ask for improved w eed  
Regular or w eed  Am er
ican V Bar-Reinforced. 
More than a new tire 
chain, “ weed  American 
V Bars” are the new idea 
in traction.

A M E R I C A N  C H A IN  D I V I S I O N
A M E R I C A N  C H A I N  &  C A B L E

In Business for Your Safety

THERE’S NO 

THAN

FINER WALL FINISH

, . .  and It covers Wallpaper! Dries in 1 Hour I

L Tbs synthetic resin and oil finish even wall-paper.
...miraculously thins with water ^  Washable! Cleans beautifully 
for your convenience and ^pith wall-washing cleaners or 
economy. wall-paper cleaners.
2. Latest, smartest colors! Styled
by leading decorators.
3. Increased durebiRtjI A harder, 
tougher, longer-lasting finish.

6. Applies Eke magic!
7. Dries in one hear!
8. Ne “painty“ odori

4. Greater hiding power! One coat 9. One gallon does u  average
covers most any interior surface. rooml -v,3

¿¡¡¡SnH’ I There is only one Kem-Tone mmo

Accept No Substitute!


