
World Champ Janies J. Jeffries Once 
Appeared as Actor-Boxer in Dillon

Few, if any, of Dillon’s bgst in
formed fight, fans know that 
w o r l d  heavyweight champion 
James J. Jeffries once appeared in' 
an exhibition bout here and 
hunted ducks and sage hens in 
Beaverhead valley.

It was the latter part of No
vember, 190 4, w h e n  Jeffries j 
brought his ’ theatrical' company 
here to play “a revival of the fav- ; 
orite frontier drama ‘Davy Crock- i 
ett’ ” in the Dillon Opera House— 1 
and while here was the guest of 
the late Joseph Wikidal, manager 
of the theater. His exhibition—-or 
rather, “physical culture demon
stration’-’ with his' sparring part
ner Joseph Kennedy—a 3-round 
bout, was part of the after-show 
which followed the drama, and of | 
course was an extra admission 
event The demonstration of phy
sical culture was no dancing 
match—there was plenty of ac
tion with two or three lusty blows 
—and the fans agreed they had 
their money’s worth.

The drama on Saturday night, 
Nov. 26, played to a packed house. 
The Examiner, in reviewing the 
show in its next issue on Wed
nesday, Nov. 30, commented: 
‘While as an actor, Jeffries would 
never cause a sensation, his part 
(Davy Crockett as a young man) 
suited him exactly and he played 
it well.”

The “Cabin scene” was the big 
one when the stalwart Davy en
tered with a deer across his 
shoulders, the result of the day’s 
hunt. The big deer was an au
thentic “prop.” Jeffries had killed 
it while on a hunting trip with 
President' Teddy Roosevelt in 
Colorado.

It was at the suggestion of 
President Roosevelt that he had 
had thd animal stuffed, “and 
now,” the Examiner account says, 
“it comes into good use as one 

■of the properties of the play. The 
skins and robes which gave the 
frontier | atmosphere are all re
sults of the ’champion’s-success in 
the chase for Jeffries is a great 
hunter who has collected trophies 
in almost every field in the west. 
The deer he laughingly calls his 
‘Presidential Buck.’ ”

.On Sunday, the day after the 
show, Joe Wikidal and Otto 
Leach took Jeffries to the Thorpe 
L i v e s t o c k  Company r a n c h ,  
“where they had obtained permis
sion to ¡hunt during the day.” 
They were successful and re
turned late in the evening with 

.. 15 mallards and 4 sage hens. Jef
fries lived up to his reputation as 
a good shot by "bagging a goodly 
share ofj the birds.” Leach said 
that Jefferies was the “walking- 
est” man|he ever tried to keep up 
with. Leach said he himself 
barely made it back to town.

When Jeffries appeared here he 
was in his fifth year as title holder 
of th£ heavyweight crown. He 
finally—according to the World 
Almanac-j—“abandoned” it but he 
made - a i come-back attempt on 
July 4, 1910, at Reno, Nev. There 
in a scorching sun, he lost a 15 
round fight to Jack Johnson, the 
great negro heavyweight. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wikidal and several other 
Dillon fans were in ringside seats.

“Wick” naturaUh 
fan; and it was 
here that he 
Jeffries lost the
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said afterwards 
t his shirt when 
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In spite- of the fact that there
and action just 
m, the five-men

teams apparen ly played most
benefit of substi-

tutes. In the opening melee of the 
1904 season thi: high school ran 
rough-shod o /er the “towrn” 
team. Even newcomers to Dillon 
will recognize familiar names on 
the line-ups. ; Ç n the high school 
team the center was Paul Stahl— 
now a Dillon police officer and a 
f a t h e r  a n d  grandfather. Thé 
g u a r d s  w e r e  Harry “Chick” 
Graves, now at Hood River, Ore., 
and father of ! fielding Graves of 
the First National Bank. The 
other guard w£ s the late Charley 
Streb, brother rf Albert Streb—a 
retired Eanchei from the Melrose 
.area who lives in Dillon. The 
‘baskets” (forwards) were the 
late W. G. (Duke) Gilbert and 
“Doc” Erwin.

On the town team were. Frank 
Sharkey and Bob Moore, for
wards; Arthur Graeter, center: 
Norman Gilber ; and Walter Tay
lor. The substitutes wrere Walter 
Poindexter and Harry Martin. All 

: of that team are now deceased, 
i The town team garnered 6 
: points—four fi om free throws. 
The ; account o : the game never 

; did give the f: rial score for the 
| high! school but said the “officials”
: had to fie “very .lenient in calling 
; fouls—otherwise the game would 
I have been a continuous succession 
:of free throws.’ 
j  The next wepk the same high 
! school team worn from thé Normal 
j College to build up a fever over

and S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y
FARMERS WANT TO KNOW— 

by Jack Cromwell 
Field Representative of the Butte 

Social Security Afficej
Farmer Retirement on '
SS Possible in April

The months immediately ahead 
are of special significance to self- 
employed farmers, ranchers, and 
all others who work for them
selves in some kind of agricul
tural enterprise. It is possible for 
them to become insured under the 
social security law after they 
have had credit for net earnings 
of at lea'st $400 in both calendar 
years 1955 and 1956. This could, 
be qs early as April 1956. ’

Older farmers—those now 65 or 
over, and those who will have 
reached 65 at that time—can re
tire after March and start getting 
monthly old-age insurance pay
ments if they meet the earnings

. the ‘big game 
! afternoon. The 
! classic contest

on Thanksgiving 
first, half of that 
found the high

! school ahead arid the fans on the 
; point of collapse. In the second 
| half | the College team rallied to 
: come from behind and win in the 
¡final’minutes with a score of 17 to 
! 14. For a little while it looked like 
| a free-for-all would ensue be- 
j  tween the rooting sections, but 
i the fans colled j off “with only a 
! couple of hair pullings” resulting, 
j So ¡another afternoon of culture 
i turned out to be as physical as it 
’ could be.
MUSICAL PROGRAM

i Elizabeth McFadden, D i l l o n ,  
¡’and Myrtle White, Butte, accom- 
' panied by Professors Ralph Mc- 
j  Fadden and Brinton Jackson, 
j were1 in Deer Lodge Monday eve- 
i ningj January 23, to g r̂eserit a 
¡musical program before the Deer 
; Lodge Woman’s club. Each one 
’ presented a group of vocal and 
■ piano numbers. \

FROM THE GOOD EARTH

Fancy Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 
Frozen Foods — Juices 

Quality Meats

WARNER
FOOD STOR

Dillon’s Newest Modern

Home Demonstration 
Agent’s

New s & V iew s
* . ' 
'  by Lura B . Penwell

Scratches and Dents
Once the smooth _plate of an 

electric ■ iron is scratched or the 
edge dented, it will rt ŷe: 
well again. As-it move; 
ric, it is likely to catch 
snag.

This- is why household equip
ment specialists of the U. iS. De
partment of Agriculture remind 
housewives never to scrape, off 
sticking starch with a knife or 
other sharp tool.

To clean the plate while the 
iron is hot, rub it back and forth 
over dry salt on a sheet of paper. 
When the iron is cool, starch may 
be removed by rubbing with very 
fine steel wool or mild .scouring 
powder on. a damp, cloth. On a 
hot iron, steel wool or damp cloth 
becames too hot to handle, and 
scouring powder sticks.

Most housewives know that a 
little paraffin applied to the hot 
p l a t e  d u r i n g  the ironing of 
starched clothes protects against 
sticking starch. But . :bnce the 
starch has scorched on, paraffin 
will riot remove it. . v 

Too hot an iron for nylons, ray
ons or plastics will-cause them to 
melt and stick to the iron.
. Dents and rough places at the 
edge of the plate often result 
when the iron takes a tumble. 
Any remedy for scratches and

requirement stated above. Other
farmers, regardless of, age, will . ____ _ __  ________  ___
acquire family protection under'"acils? Have a new sole plate put 
social security? on the first of April on. 1
provided they meet- the same 
earnings requirement. If they 
should die at that time, their de
pendents would become entitled 
to monthly survivors insurance 
benefit checks.

It is well to bear in mind that 
becoming insured does not mean 
that a person will remain insured.
Those under age 65 and alive 
after March 1956 will need addi
tional work to retain an insured 
status. I want to point out also 
that being insured has nothing to 
do with the amount of benefit 
payments. Payments to a self-em* 
ployed framer and his family or 
to his surviving dependents will 
be based'on his average earnings.
His own monthly benefit in re
tirement could .be as little as $30- 
or as much as $108.50; total 
monthly payments to his family 
would range from $45 to $200.
The amount of the benefit de
pends upon the farmer’s average 
net earnings iri years after 1954.

J elf-employed farmers should 
ort their 1955 net income for 
social security credit and. pay the 

self-employment tax not later 
than April 15, 1956. Watch for a 
full explanation of these report
ing requirements in a later in- 
stallmerit of this series.

ARMY AVIATION

Something About Bread
“Bread is the staff of-life.” Few 

people realize how iiriportant is 
that ordinary, inexpensive every
day food. Most of them however 
do find irrisistable the aroma and 
flavor of good bread. The home- 
maker who bakes her own has 
much satisfaction in turning out 
¡good quality bréad and the en
joyment of family and friends 
privileged to partake of her pro
duct, bring added delight.

Are you one of these? If not, 
perhaps you would like to attend 
the workshop on Yeast Breads, 
scheduled fo ^ î ’eb. 11. You may 
contact the'Extension office for 
further details.

Now that we have fioiir en
riched with the three B vitamins, 
iron and calcium, bread supplies 
a most important part in any diet 
—weight-losing as well as gain
ing diet. It is an excellent source 
of protein, too, and in a recent U. 
S. study, it w'as found that grain 
foods offered as much protein as 
wé gained from meat, poultry, 
game and fish combined.
. Many of you homemakers buy 

your bread. When you . select 
bread for the family’s use do you 
have any set of standards to use 
in picking the best bread for 
them?

Hère are a few tips to follow in 
purchasing and storing commer
cial bread. A  good loaf is well- 
.risen, has a symmetrical shape 
and a crust that is a rich, golden 
brown.

The crumb of l, a good loaf is 
silky in appearance. It is uniform 
cream color and has a fine and

even grain. This combination o f 
texture and grain gives a velvety 
surface to a freshly-cut slice.

In a survey of consumers-the 
characteristics rated; highest in ' 
regard to bread . w ere, flavor, 
freshness and keeping quality.

Good flavor ̂ depends on the way ■ 
bread is made plus- the ingre
dients used. Salt and yeast are ' 
important to the flavor of bread. 
The aroma of freshly baked bread 
is not a reliable guide to flavor 
since the bread nearest the crust 
has more , flavor than that in’ ¡the 
center of the loaf..

Freshness of a loaf of bread - 
can not be measured by.¡squeez
ing, the loaf. Softness varies with 
the different kinds of bread. Some., 
bakeries date the-bread to direct 
the corisunier on freshness. ■ ■

Commercial wrapping of bread 
in good-quality waxed paper or 
in cellophane prevents. loss of ' 
moisture. However, staling' is a • 
major -problem of the consumer - 
and the baking industry, but this ; 
can be prevented by proper use 
arid storage. . . ‘ . > .
. The best way to prevent staling 
is to keep bread in tHe home' : 
freezer or in the freezing-com-'- 
partment of the home' refrigera- 
tor. It can be stored\in the orig
inal wrapper and tfi'e wrapper : 
should be tightly closed after each ; 
use.

Storage’ in' a well-ventilated 
breadbox in a'warm part of the 
kitchen is the- next best storage 
unit. The best temperature is 70 1 
degrees to 90 degrees Fahren
heit—slightly above room tern-’ 
perature. .

French breads and others with 
a- crisp, crust lose moisture rap- ‘ 
idly and have a short storage life.’ 
Store them unwrapped in -a well- 
ventilated breadbox for best re
sults.

Breads containing milk, retain 
moisture better and are- fresh 
longer than, bread containing' 
water.- • -

FINE SKI CONDITIONS 
OVER W EEK END BRING 
LARGE ELKHORN CROWD

Mild and bright weather - and 
excellent snow conditions during ' 
the week en^ zoomed attendance. : 
at the Elkhom ski slide. Over 80 
skiers are reported, to have en
joyed the sport on Sunday," after • 
a large Saturday turnout. This is - 
said to be a inarked advance in 
attendance over a year, ago, and 
the combination of spreading en- • 
thusiasm and good Weather has 
made this a banrier year so far at - - 
the Dillon club’s new Rainy 
Mountain course. , .

The parking area proved inade1 . 
quate for Sunday’s ski enthusiasts 
and spectators and cars lined the • 
highway! approaches to the area.

The Best in Job W ork at the 
Exam iner Printing Co. '

DILLON EXAMINER 11 i
Wednesday, January 25, 1956

Vigilante Masonic 
Welfare Association 

-Dinner at W hitehall; Jan. 31
M ystic Tie Lodge N o. 17, Hosts - 

Atty. Gen. Arnold Olsen Speaks 
D IN N ER  a t 6:30 P .M . .

Superette

Entirely distinct from the Air 
Force of the National Military Es* 
tablishment is the United States 
Army’s aircraft career field. This 
field chiefly involves light airplanes 
and helicopters, serving varied pur
poses.^ More prestige and status * 
than ever go now to the enlisted 
Bpeciafists maintaining the Army's 
light fixed-wing aircraft and heli
copters. -  This field offers an 
interesting career with ample 
opportunities for  advancement. 
Although designed to meet special
ized needs of the United. States 
Army, the jobs in this field are 
easily convertible to comparable 
activities in civilian industry.

:• *


