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Two Important Clark’s Canyon Dam 
Meetings; All But 22 Users 
Signed and Outlook Is Optimistic

Two important meetings con-, Field Department Engineer W. H.
cerning the Clark Canjon dam 
and irrigation project were held 
last week. On Wednesday night 

. Arnold Benson presided at a 
three-hour question and answer 
meeting of the Beaverhead Water 
Users committee in the city hall 
auditorium which was, attended 
by more than 20 water 'users and 
four representatives of the Bur
eau of Reclamation. On Thurs
day night the board of directors 
of the Beaverhead Water Devel
opment Association held a pro
gress meeting at the First Na
tional Bank, also attended by the 
Bureau representatives.

The Wednesday night meeting 
of water users was' devoted to a 
discussion of the project, its op
erational plan, and its effect on 
water users of the area. I f  was 
mostly a question and answer ses
sion and it brought to light a 
n u m b e r  of misunderstandings 
that were explained by Bureau 
spokesmen. Representing the Bur
eau were Regional Supervisor of 
Irrigation W. E. Rawlings

Mondell of the Billings office, and 
Developing Engineer Mike Dra-

4-H Activities 
Outlined at 
Council Meeting

by Verna Marie Jenkins
The Beaverhead County 4-H 

Council held a regular meeting at 
the REA building in Dillon at 1:30 
p.m. on May 11, 1956. > '

President Dale Metlen. opened
zieh and Project Manager H ar-i^e meeting and Margaret Ann 
old Aldrich of the Great Falls of'-Wolfe led the Pledge of Alleg-

Sixty-six Seniors 
Graduate at BCHS 
Exercises Tonight

Sixty-six Beaverhead county 
high school seniors will receive 
diplomas at Commencement ex-

fice.
Most important development of 

the week to the status of the pro
ject was the report at the direct
ors meeting on Thursday night 
that 118 — all but 22 — of the 140 
water users in the district had 
signed up. This was regarded as 
highly' gratifying evidence of 
unity among the users as 'a whole 
considering the large number in
volved, and further enhanced by 
the prospect that several more are 
likely to sign. The board reaf
firmed its- previous decision to 
postpone incorporation until all 
unsigned users are informed on 
the project and are given an 
equal chance to make a decision. 
As one of the directors put it, “No 
one is going to be ‘frozen out’.” 

At the Wedneday night'meet
ing a point emphasized by • the 

, Bureau was that the primary pur- 
and pose is to provide storage waters 

for use entirely in the ’area when 
needed. They said this would 
“firm up” water rights along the 
river and provide adequate water 
when irrigation demands are 
heaviest and when the supply is 
normally low-. They explained 
that non-member users would re
ceive their full water right en
titlement but that member users 
would be entitled to additoonal 
water, on the basis of the reserve, 
when, needed.

In the lowest

lance. Mrs. Collette, Mrs. Horten, 
and Miss Fepn were introduced 
as guests who were to help in 
planning the district conference. 
Mrs. Azile Garrison, secretary- 
treasurer, called the roll, read the 
minutes and gave the treasurer’s 
report.

Rural Life Sunday will be held 
on Mây -28 for ,the 4-H clubs in' the 
Big Hole and on June 3 for the 
rest of tlie clubs in the county. 
The committee for Rural. Life 
Sunday on June 3 is Park Scott, 
chairman; Norman Downing and 
Margaret Ann Wolfe.

Dale Metlen turned the meet
ing over to Miss Jerry Fenn,.the 
assistant state 4-H leader, who 
explained the District 4-H leader 
conference that is to be held in 
Dillon on October 15-16. A plan
ning sheet and a list of Readers 
and junior leaders were passed 
out.

Mrs: Collette led the discussion 
on planning the program. She was 
assisted , by Mrs. Henry Horton of 
Butte. .

The following jobs were as
signed:

News to paper before the con
ference, Carolee Kambich and 

(Continued on page 8)
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Taxpayers’ Group and City Council 
Favor Parking Meters; Widening 
And Repaving Proposal Is Discussed

ercises at 8 o’clock tonight in the1 111 uie lowest v, 
school auditorium. Wallace Chris-1 i e,c,ord> rlver
tiansen, member of the high 
school Board of Trustees, will 
present the 'diplomas to the grad
uates. -s.-

Carol McMannis -Williamson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liam McMannis, will be salutator- 
ian. The valedictory address will 
be made by Bernice Benson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Benson.

The Commencement speaker

water years on 
Volume has 

¡fallen as low as one and one-half 
acre-feet for the lands served, 
whereas . on the same low flow, 
storage waters from the winter 
flow would have provided a mini
mum of four acre feet for valley 
lands, the speakers said.

The Bureau men also said that 
complete operation and mainten
ance responsibilities w i l l  be  
turned over to the water users’ 
organization as quickly as pos

will be Professor Edward Dugan j sible. The projechwill invoU'e^two 
of the state university School of ' ' r ' ~

Joumalism. The high school band 
and girls ensemble chorus will 
give a number of selections with 
Mary Garrison as accompanist for 
the vocal group.

The traditional awards will be 
made by the following: the alum
ni cup by Bob Wolfe, the music 
cup by Orvis J. Stenson, the Bier- 
rum athletic award by W. J. Bier- 
rum, the valedictory cup by Eliza
beth BcFadden. Principal Bill 
Bruer will make the scholarship,
Dan Little, and Class of 1956 
awards. i

Invocation and benediction will 
be by Rev. John Spencer of the 
Lutheran church. i

Officers of the 1956 graduat
ing class are George Saito, presi-: 
dent; Gordon Miller, vice presi-' 
dent; Carolee Kambich, secretary;
Norman Wight,. treasurer. Barry 
Remely is president of the student 
body and editor of the school 
paper — The Beaver.

A social hour in the recreation 
center will follow the graduation 
ceremonies.

legal entities — thé Clark Canyon 
Water Supply Corporation for the 
valley lands, and the East Bench 
unit for the reclaimed bench 
lands. These two would work out 
a coordinated management sys 
tern — possibly under a single 
executive.

One user asked Wednesday ever 
ning if the Bureau would turn 
thumbs down on the project if it 
were not carried out now but 
should be revived later. Supervi
sor Rawlings answered “No.” He 
said that if the project is aban
doned and asked for again, the

(Continued on page 8)

DILLON LODGES HOST 
DISTRICT MEETINGS

On Saturday afternoon, May 19, 
Dillon was host to District No. 8 
meeting of the I.O.O.F. and Re- 
bekah Lodges.

District President Gerald Lind- 
strom of Helena presided over the 
Oddfellows meeting and Mrs. 
Ethel Joy of Butte presided over 
the Rebekah’s meeting.

District No. 8 is comprised of 
nine I.O.O.F. lodges from Helena, 
Deer Lodge, Melrose, Butte, Sher
idan, Anaconda, Meaderville and 
Jackson, and — Rebekah lodges 
from Helena, Butte, Anaconda, 
Dillon, East Helena, Deer Lodge, 
Melrose and Jackson.

Each lodge took part in the pro
grams and at 6:30 p.m. a banquet 
was held in the St. James Guild 
hall.

New officers elected for the Re- 
bekahs were: President, Betty 
Ann Mussetter, Dillon; vice pres
ident, Beulah Sitton, Helena; sec
retary, Clara Hoffman, Meirose; 
Treasurer, Viola Seymour, Butte.

Wallace Reynolds of Melrose 
was elected president of the Odd
fellows.

In the evening ritualistic work 
was put on by the staff of Diana 
Rebekah lodge No. 42 of Dillon.

At the close of the evening re
freshments were served by Mel
rose Rebekah lodge No. 106, Ban- 
nack lodge No. 3 of Melrose and 
Diana Rebekah lodge No. 42 6f 
Dillon in the I.O.O.F. hall.

Mayor Proclaims 
Memorial Poppy 
Observance Here

Saturday, May 26, was set aside 
as Poppy Day in a proclamation 
issued today by Mayor'Philip J. 
Lovell. ’

In observance of the day, all 
citizens were urged to wear me
morial poppies to honor those 
who have given their lives for 
America in two World Wars and 
the Korean conflict.

The proclamation states: 
“Whereas three times in the 

past thirty-nine years the" young 
men of our city have been called 
upon to help turn back a threat 
to America-on foreign battlefields; 
and

“Whereas our young men ans
wered this call with high courage 
and patriotism, some of the finest 
of them laying down their lives in 
the nation’s defense; and

“Whereas the memory of these 
men arid their sacrifices should 
live forever in our hearts; and 

“Whereas our memory for our 
war dead and the honor in which 
we hold them is individually ex
pressed by their annual wearing 
of the memorial poppy, now 

‘Therefore, I,- Phillip J. Lov
ell, Mayor of the City of Dillon, 
do hereby proclaim -Saturday, 
May 26, to be Poppy Day in the 
City of Dillon, and do urge all 
citizens to observe the day by 
wearing the memorial poppy.” 

Memorial popplies made by dis
abled veterans will be distributed 
on the streets all day Saturday 
by women of the American Le
gion Auxiliary, and Boy Scout 
Troop 60, who will also receive 
contributions for the welfare of 
disabled veterans and needy chil
dren of veterans.

Find by Brownie 
Scouts Reveals 
Dynamite Attempt

Seventy-five sticks of dynamite 
all set and fused to shatter West
ern College’s big “M” emblem on 
the high hill southwest of' Dillon 
were gathered up and disposed of 
by Sheriff MacDonald' and his 
deputies T ue s d a y . morning. 
Brownie Scout Troop No. 5 dis
covered the dynamite while on a 
field trip last Saturday with their 
leader, Mrs. B. J. Burris, who 
warned the girls not to touch it. 
Diana MacDonald, the sheriff’s 
small daughter and a member of 
the.troop, told her father of the 
find when she got home.

The sheriff said that the set had 
probably been made three weeks 
ago and may have been made in 
the rain by a novice. The sticks 
were spaced in clusters of five 
around the emblem but only the 
first bunch had detonated, blow
ing the tip off the center section 
of the M.

Sheriff MacDonald said the fuse 
had probably sputtered out or 
was defective but the explosion 
had probably frightened the dy
namiters away. Before disposing 
of the dynamite he tested some 
fuse and found it defective, which 
could have been caused by ex
posure to weather since it was 
placed.

The last attempt to destroy the 
M with dynamite was meme in 
the spring of 1954 when West Side 
residents were awakened in the 
early morning by a 
blast that altered the emblem cori- 
siderably. Officers intercepted 
students froin the Butte School 
of Mines on the highway north 
of Dillon. They made repairs and 
apologies and were released by 
the authorities.

Sheriff MacDonald praised Mrs. 
Burris for her watchfulness and 
prudence in taking her young 
charges away from the vicinity 
when, the dynamite was discov
ered.

“It is a good time to-ask parents 
to be equally careful of their chil
dren when on outings,” he said. 
“Sometimes dynamite caches, fuse 
arid caps are made around pros
pects in the hills. Children should 
be warned not to pick up or 
handle strange objects — they 
might be hurt.”

Out of a group of about 25 tax
payers who attended the special 
meeting of the city council last 
Wednesday evening 18 voted 15 to 
3 for installation of parking met
ers. On the question of re-paving 
U. S. Highway 91 and widening 
streets- along its route at an esti
mated cost to the city of $75,000, 
they were almost equally divided. 
The paving discussion was tenta
tive and was confined to ex
pressions of opinion.
. In the, absence of Mayor P. J. 

Lovell, presiding officer at the 
meeting; was A l d e r m a n  Max 
Mugaas, president of the council, 
it appeared at first that, a quorum 
of the council — five members — 
might not answer' roll call, but 
some telehoning by .Alderman 
Robertson resulted in all being 
present: Paul Puyear, E. W. Bond,. 
Carl Robertson, Phil Cottom, Cliff 
Mockel, Arlo Herman and T. W. 
Sargent.; ' ;

Following the popular vote on 
the meter question, seven alder- 
riien, voted unanimously for. in
stallation and City Attorney Don 
Smith was directed to prepare thé 
necessary ordinance which will be 
advertised. Attorney Smith said 
after the meeting that it would 
probably be considered formally

if passed, would become effective'; 
a month later in July. This w ill; 
permit a call for bids; and actual 
installation of parking meters in : 
August or September.

The prospect of better city 
streets financed partly by parking ' 
meter revenue, (after the meters 
are paid for) appeared to be the - 
determining factor in swaying 
popular opinion favoring installa-* 
tiori. The effect of meters them
selves as being nuisances or bene- ' ; 
fits found proponents on both 
sides. While arguments , were 
sometimes vehement, they' were 
spiced with good natured quips 
that brought frequent laughter.

One anti-meter speaker re
ferred to the mud hole:on his cor
ner as “the lake” and was twitted" 
about it but he solenjnly assured 
the group that of the several cars 
that had gone into it, the last one ■; 
had (reportedly) failed to come 
out.

Commissioner Bert Megquier- 
got into the street discussion to 
point out that the tax ' limit of 10 
mills for street and alley funds 
produces only $13,000 annually— 
out of which salaries of depart
ment workers are paid. He said . 
that virtually all of the meter ’ 
revenue will be available for

Right or Wrong
by George M. Melton 
For Memorial Day

I hesitate somewhat to write of 
Memorial Day because it neces
sarily -must contain much that is 
intimate. In • preparatipnjfor this 
day of memory, as I rake the 
leaves from our little pieCe of 
ground at the cemetery, it comes 
to me that nearly every family in 
town goes through the same ten
der ritual for loved ones who 
have gone.

So,'come and sit with us if you 
will on the curb of our lot pr we 
might come and sit with you, and 
perhaps some sweet and solemn 
thoughts of our loved ones will 
not be too intimate to under
stand. It might help us get a little 
closer to each other as children of 
the same destiny. And there are 
times when it is hard to stand 
alone.

This will be the third Memorial 
day gince our ̂ eldest son, Monte, 
received his final call. I. note now 
-that the grave is leveled out and 
the grassjjrriws smoothly over the 
spot that marks his place. It was 

, ,. . , a large mound at first, as large
mattering and painful as the lump of sorrow 

in our hearts. First, When great
(Continued on page 5)

Man Charged With 
Burglary for 
Car Thefts Sunday-

A man giving his name as Aug
ust W. Thomas was bound over 
to district court under $500 bonds 
on a burglary charge when he 
was arraigned Monday in Justice 
Court before Judge George E. 
Baker. Thomas was alleged by po
lice to have stolen a gun and cam
era from a car here on Sunday. 
The gun holster had been sold'at 
a second-hand store and the gun 
and camera were recovered from 
Thomas’ cabin, Officer Paul Stahl, 
Sr., said.

at the council’s June meeting, and street construction and maintenance when the. meters are paid 
for. . ' -  \,riv

The city attorney quoted from 
irieter revenue statistics for Mon
tana towns in Dillon’s population 
classification .— 2,500 to 5,000 
showing t h a t  m e t e r  revenue ;: 
ranged from $7,000 to $14,000 per 
year, depending on the size of the 
town and the number of meters 
installed. It was estimated that 

. "(Continued on page 5) ,.v -

Jordan Asks to 
Retire; Bond 
Parley Friday

President R u s h Jordan of 
Western College said this morn
ing that he has returned unsigned 
thp contract proffered by the 
State Board of Education extend
ing his term o f ’president for- one 
year. He mailed the unsigned con
tract Saturday-together with a re
quest for his retirement to begin. 
Septémber 1, 1956, and asked the 
Board to act on it at. their next 
regular meeting in mid-June.

At its May meeting the State - 
Board offered renewal contracts 
to heads of the six institutions 
comprising, the .Greater Univer
sity at their present salaries for - 
one year. P r e s i d e n t  Jordan’s . 
yearly salary is $9,500 which is 
$500 less than the ‘next lowest in 
the University system. He submit
ted his original request for re-, 
tirement at the April meetihg of: 
the .board. Dr.- Jordan became’ 
president of the institution here in 
September, 1946.

„President Jordan said he will 
go to Helena Friday to meet' with 
heads of-other university units ' 
and Chamber of Commerce "rep
resentatives regarding the 'pro- . 
posed $15 million bond issue for ;

(Continued,on page 8) ^--Jr

THE W EEK’S W EATHER
Temperatures ranged upward to 

summer levels during the week ; 
and with showers on only two of 
the days in the . week, farmers 
were making thé most of the 
bright weather by hurrying plant- : 
irtg operations, and intensive irri- 
gation. - , -. ';

The day - to - day temperature 
range recorded by weatherman L.
S. Osborne -at Western College, 
was as follows:
Date Day
May 16 Wed............... :..76
May 17 Thurs.  77
May 18 Fri.............. ......81
May 19 Sat. ......;..........76
May 20 Sun ............. ...78
May 21 Mon. ______ ....80
May 22 Tues. ......_____84

Average for w eek_79
| Total precipitation

Jack S . Brenner 
Heads State 
Stockmen Group

Jack S. Brenner of Grant was 
elected president of the Montana 
Stockgrowers Association at the 
wind-up of their 72nd annual con
vention in Billings Tuesday. Bren- 
nér succeeds Don Fulton of Ismay 
as head of the association. Bren
ner is Beaverhead county’s state 
senator and has taken a promin
ent part in farm and livestock leg
islation at several sessions of the 
legislature. He previously had 
served as state representative 
from Beaverhead. : ",

Among 25 resolutions adopted 
by the association were several 
recommending “self helps” in 
prorriotion of beef products, op
position to price supports on beef 
cattle and discontinuance of price 
supports in the future. One reso
lution asked quotas and high tar- 
riffs in times of meat surpluses.

The self-help resolutions backed 
the National Beef Council, pro
moted a beef slogan for state car 
license plates and urged collec
tion of 5 cents per head on ail 
cattle sold to promote beef con
sumption.

H L P
„..76 36 • __"
....77 39 —
....81 40
... 76 42 __
.....78 45 T
„...80 46 .03
.....84 44
....79 42
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