
The Montana Power Company
There are few facets in our daily living, at work or at play, which are not touched to a greater or lesser degree by our dependence on electric power. In Dillon and Beaverhead county — as it is throughout the nation — electric power is of primary importance in our homes and varied businesses and industries.Almost all of us are dependent upon this modern

genie which performs a thousand varied tasks daily at the touch of a button or the flip of a switch.We owe much to those who bring the boon of electric power to our homes and places of employment. That is why, today, we are dedicating this space to the electric power companies whose network of lines enable us all to “Live Better Electrically.”
POWER FOR MUCH OF BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMES FROM HERE

. The Dillon-Salmon Substation of The Montana Power Company (shown above), located west of Dillon, serves a vast area of historical Montana’s southwestern sector. A 69,000-volt line to the West serves an REA Substation (Vigilante Co-operative) that in turn provides service for the Big Hole Basin; Bannack and Salmon, Idaho, also receive power from' the 69,000-volt line. A 50,000- vdlt line extends east to Dillon. The substation shown above gets power from the 161,000-volt Anaconda-Grace line. Dillon has two sources of power, from the substation shown and from Sheridan, which has two lines supplying it.

KERR PLANT HELPS POWER BEAVERHEAD

Water flowing out of Flathead Lake in Northwestern Montana flows through turbines at Kerr plant (shown above) and generates electricity used over a wide area of Montana, including Beaverhead County. Capability of the plant is 180,000 kilowatts, making it the largest investor-owned power plant in the state.

Electricity is the life blood of Beaverhead County.
When you’re talking about Living Better Electrically, 

you’re talking about Dillon. The average residential cus
tomer in Dillon uses 37 per cent more electricity and pays an 
average of 17 per cent less per kilowatt-hour than his neigh
bors throughout the rest of the state, who themselves enjoy 
low rates.

Figures compiled by Leonard Mashino, Dillon manager 
for The Montana Power Company, reveal that electricity is 
doing much for Beaverhead county residents, ranchers and 

i industries. Average residential consumption is 5,489 kilo- 
i watt-hours per year, compared with the Montana Power sys

tem-wide average of 3,474. (The national average is 2,900 
kwh.) The average cost in Beaverhead county is 1.82 cents 
per kilowatt-hour, compared with the company-wide average 
of 2.19 for 1956. (Nationally, the average price is 2.3 cents 
per kwh.)

“That is even more significant when one realizes that 
electricity in Montana is 15.4 per cent less costly than in the 
U. S. as a whole,” Mr. Mashino said.
• Homes Heated Electrically

Nearly 60 homes in Dillon are heated electrically. Elec
tricity helps in a variety of other ways in the home, cleaning, 
cooking, cooling, giving light, running motors and otherwise 
aiding the home owner or tenant.

Montana Power serves 1,499 customers in Beaverhead 
county, nearly all of whom live in Dillon.

One of the largest customers is Rock Island Oil & Re
fining Co., Inc., which operates the old Poindexter & Orr 
ranch, southeast of Dillon. The ranch has eight w’ells from 
which water is pumped for irrigation. The pumps have 480- 
horse-power capacity.

“The variety of mineral operations in this county is not only interest
ing but extremely important economically,” said Mr. Mashino. “If it were 
not for the abundance of low-cost power available, it is doubtful whether 
some of the mining and milling operations in southwestern Montana would 
be able to continue.”
• Many Mineral Operations

Some of the mineral enterprises include Minerals Engineering, a tung
sten operation near Glen; Tri-State Minerals, wrhich processes talc a t a mill 
south of Dillon and which boasts one of the few electric drying operations 
of its kind in the nation; Simplot Phosphate, near Monida, wThere sampling ’ 
is in progress; Victor Chemical phosphate mines at Canyon Creek, a t the 
north end of Beaverhead County; and French Creek Mining Co., which is 
digging gold and silver a t Bannack. There also are possibilities of iron ore 
operations in the county in the future.

One of the strategic high-voltage transmission lines of the state, built 
early in World War II, bisects the county. It is the 161,000-volt Grace, 
Idaho-Anaconda line, over which considerable power has flowed between 
Montana and Utah via interconnections.
• Two Lines to Dillon

Dillon itself receives electric service from two directions, a 50;000-volt 
line from Sheridan, w’hich, in turn is supplied by two sources, and via a 
50,000-volt line from the Dillon-Salmon substation, five miles west of Dillon. 
If one line is temporarily out of service, the city will continue to receive 
power over the other. Two automatic oil switches were installed in the Dil
lon-Salmon substation in 1953, providing better service.

The substation has capacity of 15,000 kva, sufficient to supply more 
than enough power for a city as big as Helena.

This Is Another in a Series of Ads Sponsored by Dillon’s Leading Business Firms

Harness, Saddle, Leather Goods
.Johnson Harness Shop

Ice Cream and Dairy Products Store
The Big Dipper

Insurance
Puyear-Melton Agency

Hotels
Andrus Hotel 
Metlen Hotel

Jewelry StoresD & L Jewelry Stamm Jewelers
1 Laboratory — Chemical Analysis

Beaverhead Laboratory
Lumber Yards — Building Materials and Supplies i

Beaverhead Lumber Co. Standard Lumber & Coal Co. |
Manufacturing

Dillon Creamery Examiner Printing*1 Co. Shaffer Bakery

Photographers
Dillon Portrait Studio

Service Stations
College Servicenter Melton Texaco

Shoe RepairGreen’s Shoe Service
Stationers, Magazines and Book StoresLarsen’s
WholesalersBeaverhead Bar Supply Lee Hoeming —  The Texas Co.Montana Motor Supply, Inc.

Cafes and Eating Places
The Oasis Sheets Cafe The White Cafe

Drug Stores
Geo. M. Gosman, Druggist Mitchell’s City Drug Store

Feed Stores
Dillon Feed and Seed Williams Feed and f Machinery

Food Stores
Busy Bee Market Jack’s Market Roberts Food Market Warner’s Food Store


