
Vigilante Electric Cooperative, Ine.
I.n the early darkness now, you come down from the hills into star-strewn valleys. As far as one can see there Is a sparkle of electric lights at farms and ranches and twinkling1 clusters that denote communities.These star sprinkled valleys sparkling in the early night are a symbol of the advantages that electricity has brought to rural dwellers. Rural electrification is a po

tent force in the evolution that is shaping American life today. ^Fewer and fewer are being called upon to produce more and more. The electrification of rural America is helping the farmer and stock; grower to meet that challenge.

• Its History
The government of the United States in 1935 passed legislation creat

ing the Rural Electrification Administration. It was under the provisions of 
this act that the citizens of an area near Silver Star and extending to Card- 
well organized the Jefferson Valley Electric Cooperative in 1937.

This pioneer group in rural electrification offered to extend its service 
area to neighboring communities. A reorganization in August of 1939 cre
ated the Vigilante Electric Cooperative, an organization destined to bring central station power lines to rural areas throughout southwestern Montana in the next 18 years.

Central station power had been the dream of this rural area for years. The Vigilante Electric Cooperative brought this dream to reality and with 
it, better living, industrial growth and a large new field for electrical mer
chandising. The organization was built with tax structure money and is now 
repaying its obligation to the United States of America with interest and 
bringing electric energy to its member-owner-users.
• Its Purpose and Achievements

The Vigilante Electric Cooperative was organized for the sole purpose 
of bringing electric energy to rural southwestern Montana at as low a rate 
as was feasible to guarantee loan repayment. The main objective was to 
bring service to every user possible in the area. This has been accomplished 
to the degree where 99fc area coverage now exists. Nearly 2,000 member- 
users in nine counties of southwestern Montana today are living better 
because of the advent of electric energy into their lives.
• Service Area

The Vigilante Electric Cooperative serves in rural areas of Beaverhead, 
Broadwater, Madison, Gallatin, Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, Jefferson, and 
Meagher Counties in Montana, and also Clark County in Idaho.

A total of nearly 1400 miles of distribution lines are maintained by the 
organization to serve the nearly 2,000 member-users. Substations are lo
cated in Dell, Dillon, Bannack, Divide, Silver Star, and Whitehall. Metering 
stations are located at Townsend and Lump Gulch. A new substation is pro
posed for Wisdom with a 40 mile transmission line connecting it to Bannack.The towns of Lima, Armstead, Wisdom Jackson, Melrose, Silver Star, 
Toston, and Cardwell are served by the organization.

‘ •  Broad Use and Application of Electric Energy
The majority of the member-users ot the Vigilante Electric Coopera

tive are farmers and ranchers. These people have accepted electric energy 
as an aid and a tool to increase margins and cut labor costs. Electric energy 
has made rural living easier, more convenient and less laborious. Industrial growth, mining, milling, meat processing, and many other industrial devel
opments have been made possible because of electric energy.

Last year, 473 kilowatt hours was the average used per member per 
month. This high consumption reflects the acceptance of electric energy as 
an aid in living.
• Member Service and Educational Programs

The Vigilante Electric Cooperative member-user is provided with many 
free services to aid them in the best utilization of their electric service. Wiring surveys, information on new electric units, aid in developing pump 
projects, and the general development of better living through electric energy are activities directed by the Power Use and Education section of 
the organization. This section also carries out the member, community and 
public relation programs where the organization endeavors to take part and 
be part of each community it serves. The Youth Electric Fair program was 
developed by the Vigilante Electric Cooperative, which is today conducted 
on a statewide basis by the Montana State Rural Electric Cooperative Assn.

VIGILANTE ELECTRIC HEADQUARTERS IN DILLON

This beautiful edifice dedicated in 1955, is a symbol of the 
advancement of rural southwestern Montana. The building’s audi
torium is used for many community. activities.

1500 KW DELL SUBSTATION

Evidence of the long range planning to fulfill the needs of its present 
member-users and to be ready to serve additional loads is the substation 
development program of the Vigilante Electric Cooperative. The unit 
pictured above is one of six such units, which stand as a monument to 
the broad use of electric energy today, and its potential use in the future.

Industrial developments of southwestern Montana will be hinged 
with the availability of electric energy. The Vigilante Electric Coop
erative stands prepared to serve the industrial developments of this 
area. .
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