
Dillon’s Trade and Service Firms Salute the *

“ Cow Business”

The main purpose of this series of advertisements sponsored 
by Dillon’s leading business firms, is, of course, to emphasize the 
advantages which the people of Southwestern Montana enjoy when 
they trade in Dillon.

As trade expands, business firms are able to offer an ever 
increasing range of goods and services. That dollar spent on trade 
and services works at home paying wages, taxes, buying more 
merchandise and equipment, and thus adds to the resources of our 
own economy. Everyone is benefited.

But while the main purpose of this series is to promote the 
growth of our trade and service resources, we feel there is also an 
obligation to promote understanding of the industries which sup
port our economic structure. -

Southwestern Montana is essentially a stockraising, farming, 
and mining region. Its economy is primarily agricultural. Therefore 
the degree of prosperity of the whole region depends on the ups 
and downs of agriculture, and it is important to know something 
of the problems that face the cattleman, sheepman and farmer.

A. Beaverhead man, well qualified to do so, recently summar
ized some of the problems that face the cattle business. Senator 
Jack Brenner of Horse Prairie, President of the Montana Stock- 
growers Association, took an objective look at the “cow business” 
in his address before the convention held by the Association in 
Butte May 23-25. We are quoting excerpts from his speech:

“ . . . our basic problem is still the same. We are more 
in the minority than ever. Our laws are written, our land 
use prescribed, our credit furnished and our product used 
in the main by people who do not understand us, our busi
ness, or our country. . . .  It is our job primarily to promote 
and protect the,cattle business — to keep the vital import
ance of the cattle business always foremost in the sight of 
government, of our suppliers, and of our customers. . . .

“ ... . It is our feeling that property taxes in Montana 
support too large a part of the total tax burden. It is further 
my feeling that the cattle business- by its very nature car
ries more than its share of the high property tax. Cattle 
are a slow business, and you are paying taxes on them all 
of the time —  maybe up to three years —  while you are. 
waiting for your first return.

“ . . .  It takes a lot of land to run cows. You can figure 
up to_S70,000 investment in the cattle business to provide 
employment for one man while other businesses call for 
an investment of §15- to $18-thousand.

“ . . . We tried in the legislature for a reduction in the 
classification of livestock for tax purposes from the 33 1/3 
per cent class to the 20 per cent class. We got our ears beat

down, but I think we did educate a lot of tax people on the 
heavy amount of local tax money that livestock provides. 
Our efforts were instrumental in getting another 20 per cent 
reduction in the assessed value of cattle. That helps a lot, 
but still leaves us a little high compared with some property.

“ . . . A business such as ours which is so variable —  so
susceptible to the number of hogs in Iowa or the boll weevil 
in Texas, to say nothing of rain and snow and grasshoppers
—  must be granted some tax advantage to allow’ us to build 
up reserves w’hen we can. I can see no virtue in a system that 
taxes all of our profit when we can make any so that it can 
pretend to offer some sort of gratuity —  some form of relief
—  at the first sign of trouble. We should be able to take 
care of ourselves ■— if we are allowed to.

“ . . .  In consideration of our large investment, I am 
afraid that we have reached the point where we need some 
special consideration for those who have gone too deeply 
in debt. Our income tax structure is so oppressive that it 
makes it mighty hard to get out of the hole once you get in. 
Some sort of tax relief for payment of debts, plus an oppor
tunity to build up a cash reserve in case of trouble would add 

. up to a lot of help for our business. . . .
“ . . . Most of our laws and our banks and other credit 

setups come to us from outside. Our credit often has neither 
the flexibility nor the elasticity that we need. . . . Slowly 
we are gaining on credit problems —  but it is dangerously 
slow for some.

“ . . . We have gained a little in a number of fields. We 
can show some improvement in the livestock inspection laws. 
We gained a point or two in fish and game matters while 
maintaining our good relations with wild life groups. We 
withstood a raid on our state land leasing formula and got 
in a good lick or two on our ever-present freight fate prob
lem. We have made some hopeful gains in our stock car 
shortages and have stirred up a start on the repeal of that 
temporary, wartime 3 per cent transportation tax. We have 
helped in beef promotion and have done a lot for the Na
tional Beef Council. We are aiding as best we can in trying 
to untangle the laws that are preventing a voluntary check
off for beef promotion in many states. For some strange 
reason certain powerful forces seem to think that cow men 
are not to be trusted with the use of their own money for
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