
20-Year Sentence 
Given Brow n In 
Kidnapping Case

Willard Arthur Brown, 25- 
year-old Montana state prison 
escapee, was sentenced to 20 
years in prison last Friday by 
Federal Judge Fred M. Taylor 
m~U. S. District Court at Poca
tello. Before pronouncing sent
ence, Judge Taylor delivered a 
stem lecture to Brown who on 
Thursday had been found guilty 
of kidnapping by a federal jury 
which at the same time found 
him innocent of the charge of at
tacking a woman hostage near 
Dillon.

Brown was serving a sentence 
for auto theft from Livingston 
when he drove away from the 
prison in a state-owned car on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, and began his 
wild flight that was not termin
ated until 24 hours later when 
he was surrounded at a ranch 
house near Lava Hot Springs, 30 
miles southeast of Pocatello.

Mrs. Laura Shafford, 24-year- 
old mother, was kidnapped from 
her home at Galen and was held 
hostage during a ride that took 
them through Dillon and into 
Idaho and back into Montana 
where she was finally released 
near Monida and got in touch 
with the local sheriff su ffice . 
Undersheriff Pete Eiden, to whom 
she had made a statement on the 
morning following the kidnap-' 
ping, apeared as a witness at the 
trial in Pocatello.

In pronouncing sentence last 
Friday, Judge Taylor was quoted 
as saying that Brown was a con-

firmad talon with littla ragard; 
for law and order and “not en
titled to any more consideration 
than he exhibited to the several 
persons during his inexcusable 
escape flight.” Brown showed no 
emotion as the judge pronounced 
sentence after the lecture and 
both he and his lawyer stood 
mute when asked if they had a 
statement .to make before hear
ing the. sentence.

Brown was returned to the 
Bannock County (Pocatello) jail 
immediately after sentence was 
pronounced to await transfer to 
a federal penitentiary.

Following is a newspaper re
sume of the case when the jury 
returned their verdict on Thurs
day:

Brown had admitted taking 
Mrs. Laura Shafford with him 
from her home at Galen, Mont., 
but denied in his testimony that 
he harmed her.

Moments after the verdict was 
returned, the woman’s husband, 
Elwood Shafford, rushed to the 
courtroom rail separating him 
from the defendant and yelled:

“You’re a lying fool, Brown!”
Officers hustled Shafford out 

of the courtroom.
Mrs. Shafford" had testified 

Brown attacked her.
Brown was tried under the 

Lindberg federal kidnapping law 
because he took Mrs. Shafford 
from Montana across the state 
line into Idaho before releasing 
her.

Had the jury found him guilty 
of comitting the attack while in 
the act of kidnapping her, Brown 
could have been sentenced to 
death.

He surrendered late the next 
afternoon after, talking to his 
mother via long-distance tele
phone while a posse had him sur-
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rounded in a ranch house near 
Lava Hot Springs, 30 miles south
east of Pocatello on Sunday, 
Oct 27.
■ The 25-year-old Brown was 
holding John R. Maughan, 72, of 
Bountiful, Utah, and his three 
grandchildren hostage in the 
ranch house.

When officers surrounded the 
place, Brown released the child
ren, then asked for time to call 
his mother, Mrs. Dorothy Wilc- 
zek of Jamestown, N. Y.

After making the call, Brown 
gave Maughan a stolen five-dollar 
bill to pay for it. Then he walked 

' out of the house into a light, cold 
rain, laid his stolen rifle on the 
ground and gave up.

Brown’s court-appointed de
fense attorney, Laurence E. Bog- 
ert, asked for\a pre-sentencing 
investigation of Brownie back
ground but Judge Taylor said 
that would notybe necessary.

At his discretion, the judge 
could have sentenced Brown to 
a prison term up to life.

The jury of nine men and three 
women deliberated three hours 
and 15 minutes.

When he escaped, Brown had 
served about half of a four-year 
sentence for auto theft.

After releasing Mrs. Shafford, 
Brown took ' Fred Hellsel of 
Moose Jaw, Sask., Canada, and 
his brother-in-law, Gordon Hun
ter, also of Moose Jaw, and left 
them tied up in a shed near Mc- 
Cammon, Idaho, and went on in 
their car several hours before he 
was captured.

Both Shafford and his" 24-year- 
old wife testified that Brown 
forced Mrs. Shafford to accom
pany him, leaving the husband
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dren
and the couple’s five small chil-

behind.
Corroborating this, Brown tes

tified he took the woman because 
he figured Shafford would have 
his hands full taking care of the 
children and would be delayed 
in notifying officers.
. Mrs. Shafford tsetified Brown 
stopped on a side road near Dil

lon, Mont., arid assaulted her.
Brown testified that this' was 

untrue, that he was too busy try
ing to put distance between him
self and the prison to bother Mrs. 
Shafford.

Brown drove. into Idaho with 
Mrs. Shafford, then doubled back) 
and released her "in Montana a 
few miles north of Monida.
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