
Thoughts On Looking Out A Window 
On Christmas EveScholarships To 

53 Montana 
Students By U .P .

Fifty-three young agriculturists 
from Montana have been recip
ients of Union Pacific Railroad's 
Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship 
program since it was created, of
ficials reported last week.

Joe W. Jarvis, supervisor of 
livestock and agriculture for the 
railroad, noted that system-wide 
expenditures for the program 
total nearly half a million dol
lars.

The company’s records list 28 
Montana winners among mem
bers of 4-H Clubs and 25 winners 
among students of vocational ag
riculture. The scholarships have 
cost the railroad $3,954.

Established in 1921 to recognize 
worthy efforts of farm youth and 
to encourage them to prepare for 
their future in the field of agri
culture, the scholarships have 
been granted to a total of 7,355 
young men and women.

Jarvis said many recipients 
have reported the award provid
ed the necessary encouragement 
for them to enter college.

The scholarships are granted 
to one vocational agriculture stu
dent and one 4-H club member 
in each county served by Union 
Pacific. Eleven states and 196 
counties are involved.

Klwanls Club Will 
Hold Christmas 
Party On Friday

The Kiwanis Christmas Party 
will be held Friday night, start
ing-at 6:30, at the Andrus Hotel, 
it has been announced by Bruce 
Watters, club president. Kiwan- 
ians, their wives and children 
will attend and Santa Claus will 
be a special guest The program 
committee includes Frank Bailey, 
Roy Forrester and Pat Curran.

I
By George M. Melton

Thinking of Christmas Eve, we 
have heard the story a thousand 
times of that wondrous night 
nearly twenty centuries ago, 
when a strange new star came 
across the sky. The Wise Men 
followed it from afar and came 
to worship. It was a time of peace 
and goodwill. There was quiet 
above the rocky hills of Bethle
hem. Great speakers have since 
described it thus: “The Star of 
Bethlehem as it moved across the 
eastern sky, traced in letters of 
shining gold, ‘Love Thy'Neigh
bor’.”

But now, 2,000 years later, 
some new stars are beeping their 
way across the heavens and we 
wonder again what their signifi
cance could be. Many people are 
deeply worried as to what they 
portend. Instead of peace and 
goodwill, many are ' convinced 
that these hew stars point out 
some real and terrifying reasons 
that we may have to match and 
surpass in order to survive at all.

A t least we know that these 
stars have not been silent as they 
circle the earth on this Christ
mas Eve of 1957. We have the 
troubled feeling that they do not 
stand for peace, and that per
haps the night is not so holy as 
it was that night so long ago.

What should we "be watching? 
It is certain we must watch our 
freedom but there are so many 
other things, too. Should we be 
watching the dew-line in the 
Arctic, or the Turkish-Syrian 
border or the Kremlin or the 
Pentagon?

It is no good to say everything 
is as it used to be and that we 
need not worry. We know that 
great power in the hands of un
scrupulous people means trouble 
and probably death for many on 
this earth.

But surely, we reason, these 
people would not use these great 
and terrifying bombs o f hydro-

gen on their neighbors, who be
friended them such a short time 
ago. And yet again they just 
might do that.

Certain it is we must look fur
ther than the “Sputnik” . Above 
its line of flight there is a great 
immensity, a l m o s t  unknown, 
where stars are bom, live out 
their billions of years and wane 
and die.

We must also realize that we 
are such a tiny part of that great 
universe, that it is a shame that 
we could not arrange toi live in 
peace and quiet on tnis one small 
planet. We are as the point of a 
pin on one small earth. We are 
just beginning to feel that some 
way and some where we might 
reach to the Outer World, using 
as our traveling force these rec
ently discovered powers of the 
atom. But if there is hate ahd 
jealousy among the people who 
are learning to use these powers 
we may be destroyed before the 
possibility of travel in the uni
verse becomes a fact.

Before we look up to those 
greater spaces, we know we must 
look into the hearts of men and 
firmly base our existence on bro
therly love and cooperation, be
fore we dare aspire to greater 
flights into the unknown.

We are right back to the old 
story of how to best work and 
best agree with our fellow crea
tures upon this earth.

It is still the old story of “Love 
Thy Neighbor” that nas to be 
learned by all of us, before we 
can progress.

Just yesterday, we were not 
worried. Tonight it is an ominous 
quiet that has settled over the 
earth. As for me, I  am “baby 
sitting”  for my grandson, who is 
sleeping Upstairs in our peaceful 
house. The only height I  hâve to 
make is to the top of those stairs, 
to see that he is all right. He is 
asleep, so I  look out over the 
houses of our town and see the 
church spires. The crosses are 
symbols of the suffering of One 
wfitrwotdd save' us all. That cross 
is higher than the top of the 
stairs.

Then I  look toward the south
ern sky, wondering if I  might 
catch a glimpse of that new star 
of trouble. Its path across the 
heavens is . higher still than the 
cross on the church. And above 
all that is this universe of stars 
and planets, of which we know 
so little; extending a billion light 
years into eternity.

What do we mean when we 
sing “Glory to God in the High
est” ? We know not what the 
highest is, exactly, but we do 
know we must find peace on this 
old earth of ours, and maybe the 
best place to look is within our
selves. So my prayer for this 
Christmas is that before new 
stars destroy that little fellow 
sleeping at the head of the stairs 
we may find ourselves. Working 
with our brothers and neighbors 
we might make this one world, 
the Lord has given us, a better 
place, for our children and gen
erations to come.

Space Age
The main characteristic of the 

present day is the speed at which 
everyone is traveling.
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