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U.S., Viet Troops
SAIGON (AP) -  U.S. and South 

Vielnamese forces joined the Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese in a 
Christmas ceasefire Thursday, 
and the U.S. Command announced 
the lowest weekly death toll in 
more than five years.

The Americans and South 
Vietnamese suspended offensive 
combat operations throughout 
South Vietnam for 24 hours, be
ginning at 6 p.m., Saigon time, of 5 
a.m. EST. But American bombers 
continued to hit targets in Cam
bodia and Laos, where the truce 
did not apply.

A Viet Cong cease-fire went into 
effect at 1 a.m. Saigon time today 
and was to last 72 hours. The allied 
commands reported only two 
enemy attacks in the first hours of 
the Communist cease-fire, both 
against South Vietnamese forces. 
One South Vietnamese soldier was 
reported killed.

The U.S. Command announced 
that 23 Americans were killed in 
action in Indochina last week, the 
lowest toll since 14 combat deaths 
were reported Oct.- 17-23, 1965. 
Another 46 Americans died last 
week of nonhostile causes, in
cluding accidents and illness; 160 
were wounded, the lowest total in 
six weeks, and 1,431 are missing or 
captured, the command said.

South Vietnamese headquarters 
reported 266 of-its. troopskilled last 
week, the lowest in six weeks, and 
886-wounded. The U.S. Command 
said allied forces killed 1,404 North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong.

American battlefield casualties, 
maintaining a five-year low this 
year, reflect the growing 
disengagement of U.S. ground

forces from the war. President 
Nguyen Van Thieu took note of the 
diminishing American forces in a 
Christmas message to the 339,200 
G Is still in his country, 135,200 
fewer than last Christmas.

“Next year,” he said, “there will 
bo even fewer of you as your 
Vietnamese comrades-in-arms will 
shoulder increasing respon
sibilities and the Vietnamese 
civilian population will play a 
larger role in self-defense for the 
protection of their villages and 
liamlets.’>’

Taking note of the 1,431 Amer
ican servicemen now listed as 
missing or captured, Thieu 
pledged in a second Christmas 
message to do all he can to obtain 
freedom for American prisoners of, 
war. This message was taped for 
broadcast in the United States to 
families of Americans serving in 
Vietnam.

Although battle action was 
stilled across South Vietnam, there 
was no pause for hundreds of 
American pilots flying from bases 
in South Vietnam and Thailand and 
from aircraft carriers in the 
Tonkin gulf.

Waves of U.S. fighter-bombers 
and B52 strategic bombers kept up 
their heavy raids against North 
Vietnamese supply routes through 
Laos and Cambodia., Informed 
sources ■ -said the aim was to 
prevent the North Vietnamese 
from using the cease-fire to build 
up supplies of war materials.

The South Vietnamese command 
reported suspending more than 50 
operations of battalion size or 
larger, but a spokesman said . 
defensive patrols

Known as Program 14-A

Christmas Climaxes 
Year-Around Effort
TIFF CITY, Mo. (AP) — To 

hundreds of impoverished Indians 
for miles around, the spirit of 
Christmas shines from this tiny 
village in southwest Missouri.

Under a program organized by 
Piomere Darling Martin, a 
vivacious Potawatomi Indian 
woman of 60, toys and food 
packages are distributed every 
year on Dec. 23.

If the Indian families can’t make 
it into town, the gifts are taken to 
their homes—no m atter how 
isolated they may be in the 
surrounding wooded hills.

An outsider passing through the 
village of “61 people, 72 dogs” 
Wednesday probably would not 
have recognized what one resident 
said were “ the true signs of 
Christmas” :

—Two dozen vehicles, many of 
them battered pickup trucks, 
parked helter-skelter around 
Romere’s liquor store.

Judge Takes Case  
Under Advisement

VIRGINIA CITY (AP) —Dist. 
Judge Frank E. Blair took under 
advisement Wednesday a case 
testing the Twin Bridges school 
boards’ authority to regulate 
student hair styles.

Judge Blair asked additional 
briefs from the litigants, to be filed 
by Jan. 4.

Speaking on behalf of his 17-year- 
old son, William, John Coburn of 
Twin Bridges has asked for a 
permanent writ to nullify a 
November 1969 school board 
regulation, on hair length and 
cleanliness..

Blair earlier issued an alter
native writ of mandamus and 
Coburn, a senior, was readmitted 
to school still wearing his hair 
longer than regulation.

—People uncrating fowl in a 
crowded storage house.

—A crowd gathered in a 
schoolhouse.

—And Romere, her baseball cap 
askew “Our Gang” style, and her 
dark braids swinging, covering all 
of The bases of activity. She had 
organized the program known as 
post office "Box 14-A, Tiff City” 15 
years ago as a rallying point to 
help the Indians.

In an abandoned schoolhouse 
with her friends—the needy In
dians, firemen from Joplin, staf- 
fers-of the Bureau of Indian Af
fairs—Romere succeeded in en
couraging two bashful Cherokee 
girls to sing carols in their native 
tongue.

Then all the Cherokees in the 
sch<x»lhouse joined the singing.

As he has been doing for more 
than 10 years, Larry Pickard, a 
Quaker and close friend of Ro
mere, delivered a blessing.

Romere, with an emotional 
delivery, added:
" “ . . . la m  most thankful. Again, I 
thank Thee for making this a 
joyous Christmas for me and for 
my people.”

Volunteers then began loading 
some of the 75 gifts—food packages 
weighing more than 100 pounds 
each, including chickens, milk, 
bread and canned goods.

Romere estimated that cash 
donations to “Box 14-A” amounted 
to nearly $2,000—just about enough 
to defray her expenses on the food. 
More food was still coming, she 
said, and she would p&ck some 
more gifts.

Area wholesalers had responded 
with contributions of about 100 
gallons of milk and 200 loaves of. 
bread.

Now, Romere said, she must 
begin concentrating on the clothes 
program of “14-A,” which is , a 
year-round effort.

Santa Vis its . Parkview
A visit from Santa is a thrill for everyone, whether one or 91, and the 
greeting from residents of Parkview Nursing Home proved the point, 
shown by this sampling from those he visited there recently. (!) Mrs. 
Eftle David, who took her treat. “ I’m glad to see you Santa, but your 
Present doesn’t do a thing for a girl's figure.’’ (2) BUI Robinson, “This is 
worth waking up for.’’ (3) John Carroll, “You’re early, but Merry 
Christmas.’’ (4) Bill Davis, “Always glad to see you,’’ and (5) Louis 
Verde, “ Another Christmas, and ! still get to tell you M efry’Christ
m as.’

It's Christmas 
Around the World

Christians around the world 
were doing their best today , to 
forget war, politics and economic 
troubles long enough to enjoy a 
merry Christmas and follow it up 
with a happy New Year.

In the Middle East, with a cease
fire keeping the Arab-Israeli 
conflict in check for the first time 
since the 1967 war, some 10,000 
Christians from all over the world 
poured into Bethlehem, the town 
where Christ was born.

As usual, Arab guerrillas 
threatened terrorist attacks, and 
Israeli police and troops were out 
in force. Tourists and pilgrims with 
special passes were the only 
outsiders allowed in the pic
turesque little town in the Judean 
lulls on the Israeli occupied West 
Bank of the Jordan. A bright sun 
was shining.

Americans staying home for the 
holidays planned one last trip to 
town to complete their Christmas

Bethlehem Notes 
Birth of Christ

BETHLEHEM (AP) -  Under a 
warm, sunny and cloudless sky and 
the watchful eye of heavily armed 
Israeli troops, Christmas 
celebrations began today in this 
little town where Jesus was born.

The festival of His birth was 
heralded by bell, music and the 
arrival of Bishop James Joseph 
Beltritti, 60, the Roman Catholic 
patriarch of Jerusalem, making 

jua.to!Wappearance.as the spir
itual leader of the Latin Christmas 
celebrations. He recently suc
ceeded the late Msgr. Alberto Gori, 
who had been patriarch of 
Jerusalem for 20 years.

The prelate arrived in Manger 
Square, opposite the Church of 
Nativity, at the end of the tradi
tional procession from Jerusalem, 
a few miles away. He was 
preceded by an escort of mounted 
Israeli police.

The bishop was greeted by the 
Israeli military governor of 
Bethlehem, Lt. Col. Yeshua 
Nceman, and the mayor of this 
predominately Christian Arab 
town, Elias Bandak.

An Israeli police band, obviously 
not having one of its better days, 
played accompanying music— 
often off key.

About 1,000 persons were present 
in the square, most of them local 
residents.

Israeli soldiers carrying sub
machine guns walked through the 
square, patrolled the narrow an
cient alleyways of the town and 
stood lookout on rooftops. Israeli

Happy Birthday 
To Howard Hughos

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (AP) -  
Happy birthday, Howard Hughes, 
wherever you are.

Nevada’s favorite phantom 
billionaire turns 65 today. But don’t 
hold your breath while trying to 
find Ijim to extend Christmas Eve 
felicitations.

Like another fellow who makes 
news this time of year, Santa 
Claus, you've got to take Hughes on 
faith.

He vanished from public view in 
the 1950s, without explanation, 
after a headline-making career. 
Aides indefatigably aver that he is 
alive and well in the Bahamas.

He’s shy, they say, and the only 
reason he doesn't get out and 
mingle is that he doesn’t wish to.

Condition Serious
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) -  

Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, D-S.C., 
“while remaining seriously ill, 
continues to demonstrate im
provement," a University Hospital 
spokesman says.

The 65-year-old chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee 
was recovering well from open 
heart surgery two weeks ago until 
his heart stopped briefly Sunday 
and resuscitation was required.

police also were out in force and a 
helicopter whirred overhead.

Only visitors with special per
mits were allowed in the town 
through police checkpoints.

The strong armed presence and 
precautions have been a regular 
fixture of Bethlehem’s Christmas 
since Israel captured this and 
other Jordanian territories in the 
1967 war.

Since that time, Arab guerrillas 
have annually issued warnings to 
tourists and pilgrims to stay away.

In Manger Square a summery 
sun moved the mercury up to 70 
degrees. A priest at the church of 
the Nativity said it was the war
mest Christmas Eve since 1967.

Rishop Beltritti led afternoon 
prayers in the Old Crusader 
Church, where he would later 
conduct pontifical midnight, Mass.

Four youth choirs from the 
United States were scheduled to 
sing carols before midnight, when 
the square was expected to fill with 
more foreign visitors.

Unemployment 
At High Level 
Across Montana

HELENA (AP) — Unemploy
ment continued at a high rate in 
Montana last month, the Em
ployment Security Commission 
said Wednesday, about 20 per cent 
higher than in 1969.

Gordon Bennett, commission 
chairman, said the average un
employment rate for the first 11 
months of 1970 was 5.4 per cent, 
compared with 4,5 per cent for all 
of I960.

In his weekly report, Bennett 
said last week’s unemployment 
claim total was 8,043, which was 
347 higher than the prior week. In 
addition, the total is 32 per cent 
higher than the same week in 1969.

lie said total employment across 
the stale dropped by 5,000 from 
October to November.

Agriculture accounted for 3,200 
of this decline, Bennett said, while 
non-farm industries separated 
1,800 workers.

New unemployment last week 
came from construction, logging 
and manufacturing, he added, with 
layoffs in logging at Anaconda, 
Hamilton, Helena and Libby. One 
lumber mill at Hamilton was 
closed.

Brighter aspects of the winter 
labor market included upturns in 
oil field activities at Sidney and 
Wolf Point, more jobs at winter 
resorts, and the opening of a new 
trade firm at Lcwistown.

Most major cities report holiday 
hiring below last year.
. Slate unemployment insurance 

checks were paid to 4,698 persons 
last week, a total of $177,775.

A total of $27,293 in federal . 
money was paid to 689 unemployed 
federal civilian workers and ex- 
servicemen.

shopping. But sales figures in
dicated that most Americans won’t 
have as many presents under their 
trees as usual this year.

A spokesman for one major New 
York department store said his 
Christmas sales "would reflect the 
type of business we’ve been doing 
for the last six months to a year— 
not so good."

Some stores in Dallas estimated 
sales w'ould be down as much as 25 
per cent. Some stores in other 
cities said the only items selling 
well were inexpensive things.

In Washington, President Nixon 
held a White House reception for 
the presidential press corps 
Wednesday night and sang “Silent 
Night” and "Jingle Bells” for the 
newsmen, accompanying himself 
on the piano. The White House was 
decked with holly and other 
decorations and glowed with 
Christmas lights. The Nixons 
planned a traditional turkey dinner 
on Christmas Day with as many 
members of the Eisenhower family 
as can come.

There are two big Christmas 
trees al the White House: the 
nation’s official tree on the lawn 
and a family tree upstairs. Mrs. 
Nixon said the whole family and 
their dogs would have stockings 
hanging up on Christmas Ev§.

American GIs serving in Viet
nam and the families of Americans 
held prisoner in North Vietnam 
received Christmas messages 
today from South Vietnamese 
President Nguyen Van Thieu.

“Our thoughts and our prayers 
go in particular to those of you 
whose husbands, fathers, sons and 
brothers are now held in captivity 
by the Communist aggressors in 
desolate jails of North Vietnam,” 
Thieu said in a message taped for 
broadcast in the United States. 
"We shall continue to do our best so 
that they could be reunited with 
you as soon as is humanly 
possible.”

In a message taped for broadcast 
to U.S. servicemen in Vietnam, 
Thieu said: "Feelings of gratitude 
go to you from freedom-loving 
people everywhere because you 
are celebrating this holy season on 
the front lines to bring nearer the

(Continued on Page 2)

Rogers' Assurance
WASHINGTON (AP) -  Sec

retary of State William P. Rogers 
lias assured Egypt and Israel that 
the United States would join in 
guaranteeing a peace settlement in 
the Middle East and would con
sider putting U.S. troops in a 
peace-keeping force.

Reorganization
WASHINGTON (AP) -  Defense 

Secretary Melvin R. Laird has 
ordered a major reorganization of 
military intelligence in the af
termath of charges the Army 
carried out vast spy operations 
against civilians. Laird has 
directed that command of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency be 
moved from the control of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and placed directly 
under his civilian authority.

Defen*» Budget
WASHINGTON (’AP) -  Pen

tagon sources say next year’s 
defense budget will include $1.3 
billion to move toward a hoped for 
all-volunteer armed forces.
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