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WASHINGTON ;J$P> — 'Hiere’s Senate version of the Social 

little ConjpeBS will .com* Security bill and a  less liberal
plete worfcon a  major Social House proposal in the few days left 
Security benefit , increase before to the 91st Congress, 
time runs out Sunday. ' President Nixon has said he will

But chances are good the new ask the 92nd Congress to make 
Congress will pass the measure increases retroactive to the first of 
quickly and make the benefits the year if the current Congress 
retroactive to Jan. 1. fails to act before its term expires

Rep.: Wilbur D. Mills, D-Ark., at noon Sunday, 
chairman of the House Ways and Mills’ assessment came after the 
Means Committee, said Tuesday Senate voted 81 too for a bill to give 
“ it is utterly impossible” to 26 million Social Security 
reconcile differences between a beneficiaries added money totaling

$6.5 billion. Three million welfare 
recipients would get an additional 
$1 billion.

He said jt would take committee 
technicians at least three days to 
draft a compromise reconciling 
“at least 100 substantive changes" 
the Senate made in the House 
Social Security proposal.

One thing both House and Senate 
agreed on was the paycheck bite: 
The bill raises the base income 
subject to Social Security tax from 
the current $7,800 to $9,000 yearly. 
Under a previous law, the per
centage of deduction goes up 
automatically in 1971 from 4.8 per 
cent to 5.2.

The Senate version would pro
vide a 10 per cent increase in 
payments effective Jan. 1 to all 
beneficiaries of the three Social 
Security cash programs: retire
ment, survivor and disability.

Those at the bottom of the scale 
would be raised from the current 
$64 monthly minimum to $100, a 56 
per cent increase. The House bill 
calls for only a 5 per cent increase, 
raising the minimum to $67.50.

But both versions have provi
sions increasing several other 
Social Security benefits and 
tightening up on medicare and 
medicaid health program costs.

Both would establish a new 
system raising benefits whenever 
the cost of living jumps 3 per cent. 
And widows would get 100 per cent 
of husbands’ payments instead of 
the current 82% per cent.

Each house would increase the 
amount of annual wages a retired 
person can earn without losing 
benefits—the Senate to $2,400 and 
the House to $2,000. Current yearly 
maximum is $1,680.

On welfare, the Senate voted to 
give an extra $1 billion to the aged, 
blind and disabled on welfare by 
establishing a $130 monthly 
minimum income level. The House 
version established a $110 floor.

The Senate would let a perma
nently disabled person receive 
benefits after a four-month waiting 
peHod Instead o rih e  •currenf •six. 
The House version has no such 
provision.

Seek Way Out
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 91st 

Congress continues to seek a way 
out of its legislative maze with the 
session still seemingly destined to 
end only when it runs out by law. 
The Senate has tabled the latest $7- 
billion dollar transportation ap
propriation bill, which contains 
funds for the controversial 
SST program. The action means a 
new House-Senate conference on 
the bill must be held. Congress has 
passed a $66.6-billion defense 
appropriations bill. A measure 
increasing social security benefits 
has been cleared by the Senate but 
differences between the legislative 
chambers still must be resolved.

Hearings Begin
MOSCOW (AP) — The Russian 

Supreme Court begins hearings on 
appeals from 11 persons—nine of 
them Jewish—convicted on 
hijacking charges. There has been 
an outcry around the world against 
the severity of sentences imposed 
on the prisoners. y

'Maneuver' Plan
Israeli Premier Golda Meir says 

her government will not make 
peace with the Arabs unless it gets 
“defensible” frontiers and retains 
control of Jerusalem. Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat, mean
while, has labeled Israel’s decision 
to return to peace talks a 
“maneuver.”

Serum Prom ising ,
BERKELEY, Calif. CAP) -  A 

research s a J lJ i  hew anti- 
rabies serum 'dow«^fram '''tlie- 
blood of humans has shown 
promising results of providing safe 
temporary protection from the 
disease.

Defoliant

Surmised
TOKYO (AP) -  North Vietnam 

said today defoliants dumped by 
U.S. aircraft in South Vietnam 
have caused millions of people to 
suffer the same fate as victims of 
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
atomic blasts in World War II.

Hanoi’s Vietnam News Agency 
said in a broadcast dispatch 
medical studies revealed that the 
defoliants “ provide im portant 
chromosmic alterations in the 
local population.”

“Clinically, there have been 
many m iscarriages, congenital 
anomalies and frequent mon
strosities,” it said.

“The victims of toxic chemicals 
sprayed by the Americans, 
numbering by the millions, are 
condemned to the same fate as the 
survivors of the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki atomic tragedy” .

It said the U.S. chemical war has 
hit millions of acres of cropland 
and woodland and rendered whole 
areas barren, “where not a single 
blade of grass can grow.”

It added that the defoliants have 
human genetic effects that con
stitute “an aggression not only 
against the present day life of the 
Vietnamese people, but also 
against their future.”

It claimed U.S. authorities are 
aware of these effects from ex
periments conducted by American 
scientists.

The defoliants are used in South 
Vietnam, it charged, because they 
are the cheapest weapons and 
yielded lasting effects.

It also claimed that the United 
States has stepped up its chemical 
war to make up for its phased 
troops pullout from South Vietnam.

The White House said last week 
the use of herbicides is being 
phased out in Vietnam.

\ ' —
Saturday Holiday

There will be no postal service at 
thé Dillon Post> Office'Jan.-1, ac
cording to Bi^uce Watters, bost- 
master. However, there will be 
complete delivery service 
Saturday on city, ju ra l arid Star 
routes, ’jfaedellVelfywlridoto at the 
post office1, >vlU$e,closed. , :
> WattèTs ' stated-: thatfhll'v postal-

■ in die Dillon office ap-~ 
define: cob̂ eratioriareav. 
Agave/theni/during thé1
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MISS MARGARET PICTON

Angel Flight 
Selection Told

Miss Margaret Picton, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Picton of 
Dillon, has been selected as a 
member of the Eugene DeCosse 
Angel Flight at Montana State 
University in Bozeman.

Angel Flight is a drill team 
auxiliary of thè Arnold Air Society. 
Members are chosen for per
sonality, poise and marching 
ability.

Miss Picton is a sophomore at 
MSÙ, majoring in modern 
languages.
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New Positions at Court House

W. G. GILBERT III MRS. PEGGY THOMPSON MRS. MAYSEL BALLOU JUDGE FRANK BLAIR

U.S. Turns O ver  
Boats to South

The year 1971 will see several 
new faces in the elective offices at 
the Beaverhead County court 
house.

On Jan. 4, W. G. Gilbert, III, will 
assume the office of county at
torney, succeeding Carl Davis, 
who has held the office for the past 
20 years. Davis did not seek re- 
election and expects to devote full 
time to his private law practice. 
The 26-year-old Gilbert, a 1969 
University of Montana graduate, 
will be the fourth member of his 
family to hold the prosecutor’s 
office. Previously, his uncle, Tom 
Gilbert, and his father, W. G. 
Gilbert, Jr. and his grandfather W. 
G. Gilbert, Sr. all held the position. 
The latter is attorney for the city of 
Dillon.

Margaret "Peggy” Thompson 
will not exactly be a new face in the 
Clerk and Recorder’s office, but 
will succeed Evelyh Sage, who did 
not seek re-election. Mrs. Thomp
son has been deputy clerk and 
recorder for the past several 
years.

The third new office holder is 
Public A dm inistrator, Avis 
Hoerning. Mrs. Hoerning succeeds

SAIGON (AP) -  The United 
States closed out its last coastal 
and inland waterway operations in 
Vietnam today by turning over 125 
more patrol boats to South Viet
nam.

R ear Adm. Tran Van Chon, 
commander of South Vietnam’s 
navy, accepted the last of some 650 
boats from Vice Adm. Jerome H. 
King Jr. at a ceremony at the navy 
headquarters docks in Saigon.

The transfer raised South 
Vietnam’s naval strength to 1,500 
vessels, the largest of them being

The ceremony marked the end of 
an important phase of the U.S. 
combat role in Vietnam, inshore 
naval patrols which have been in 
operation since 1965 along the coast 
and on the rivers and canals. The 
so-called “brown water navy” was 
the U.S. Navy’s first river combat 
force since the Civil War.I

A few U.S. naval advisers will 
remain on duty with the Viet
namese Navy. Two U.S, Navy 
com bat a irc raft units—a heli-

copter gunship squadron and a 
squadron of OVlO light attack 
planes—will continue to operate in 
support of South Vietnamese 
forces in the Mekong delta. And 
ships of the U.S. 7th Fleet and the 
U.S. Coast Guard are continuing to 
operate in the offshore waters.

The 650 boats the United States 
has turned over to the Vietnamese 
since November 1968 include 293 
river patrol boats, 224 river assault 
craft, 107 “Swift” boats for river 
patrols and 26 Coast Guard craft. 
At peak strength In 1968, the Navy 
had 36,000 men ijf-South Vietnam, 
but thjs has been reduced to 17,000, 
not including the 19,000 Navy and 
Coast Guard personnel assigned to 
offshore units.

Meanwhile, the battlefields were 
reported generally quiet as the 
New Y ear’s cease-fires ap
proached. The Viet Cong has an
nounced a 72-hour standstill 
beginning at 1 a.m. Thursday 
Saigon time—12 noon ÈST Wed
nesday—while the South Viet
namese and U.S. commands have 
ordered a 24-hour truce beginning

17 hours later, at 6 p.m.
The U.S. Command said one 

American Marine was killed and 
three were wounded in a skirmish 
near Da Nang Tuesday night, and 
two Americans were wounded 
when a UH1 helicopter was shot 
down this morning in the Mekong 
delta.

South Vietnamese forces re
ported killing 18 of the enemy in a 
series of minor clashes.

The government also announced 
that 1,500 of its paratroopers had 
pulled out of Cambodia, closing out 
a 16-day operation to open up Route 
7 near Kompong Cham. Officials 
said 211 enemy were killed and 30 
captured in the operation, while 21 
South Vietnamese were killed and 
61 wounded.

In Cambodia, only light har
assing Communist action was 
reported.

Deat h Sen t en ces 
O f 15 Commuted

MRS. AVIS HpBRNING

Events New Year's Eve
R esidents of Dillon and 

Beaverhead County are expected 
to participate in the usual number 
of parties, dances and open house 
to bring in the New Year.

The Dillon Elks have scheduled 
th e ir annual dinner-dance for 
members and guests. The affair 
will get underway early New Years 
Eve with prizes, dancing and 
favors. Music will be furnished by 
Schroeder’s Baroque Band from 
Bozeman, one of the more popular 
groups in the area. Argyl Stephens 
and Sonny Paddock, co-stewards of 
the club, are in charge of 
festivities.

Most of the Dillon night spots will 
fea tu re  live .music, food and 
favors. The Lion’s Den will have 
local musician Joan Wilson. The 
Club, Metlen, Beck’s, State Bar 
and other Montana Street spots are 
all in the holiday mood and have 
issued invitations to the public to 
drop in.

In the Big Hole Valley, party- 
goers are expected to descend on 
the Diamond Bar Inn at Jackson, 
where Ray Fisher’s band from 
Missoula will entertain. The dance

City Elections April5
HELENA (AP) — Montana’s 

League of Cities and Towns, in an 
effort to clarify confusion, over 
election dates in the wake of 1969 
legislative ' changes, has deter
mined that city general elections 
this year will be on April 5. ■

Dan K. Mizner, executive officer 
of the league, said a proposed 
model ordinance for cities and 
towns has been worked out and will 
go into the mails Wednesday to 
municipalities.

Briefly, he said, the ordinance 
provides for a  March.22'date for 
primary elections in those cities 
which decide to use that route to 
nominate candidates.
- He -said the only cities Which 
might choose the primary election 
route are Billing*, Great Falls, 
Missoula; Butte and Kalispell.

Otherclties takenominations by

Mizner said that in any city 
holding a primary election, the 
deadline for filing nominating 
petitions will be Feb. 10.

In cities which do not plan a 
prim ary election, the deadline for 
filing petitions will be 40 days prior 
to April 5, probably Feb. 25.

Mizner said that because of the 
high cost’ of setting up primary 
elections, more than 100 cities 
choose to accept nominees, by 
signed petitions.

The 1969 changes in Montana’s 
election laws did not effect election 
dates in the state’s two com
mission-manager cities — Helena^ 
and Bozeman,

Officials of the League of Cities 
and Towns' worked out the dates 
after consulting with Atty. Gen. 
Robert L. Woodahl.

In  order to put into effect tne 
schedule 'Of filing and election

berpfpersòns Whoyotedin the .dates worked out by the leagiie, 
’iotiselectioh for f'thèVi office cities Will haVe to adojit the’model

ordinance belngm ailèdthis weék,

will start at 10 p.m. and will be 
preceded by a smorgasbord from 
6:30 until 9:30.

The Tribune-Examiner has had 
no reports of holiday plans from 
Wisdom or Wise River, however, 
there is usually activity in both 
communities.

Final Rites 
For Rivers

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) -  
Many of the nation’s top govern
ment and m ilitary officials 
gathered here for the funeral today 
of Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, chair
man of the House Armed Services 
Committee.

Afternoon services for the South 
Carolina Democrat were 
scheduled at the Grace Episcopal 
Church with burial in the 
Episcopal Church cemetery 40 
miles, away at St. Stephen, in the 
South Carolina low country where 
he was born 65 years ago.

Rivers died Monday in Bir
mingham, Ala., 17 days after he 
underwent surgery to replace a 
faulty heart valve with one made of 
plastic.

Thousands filed through the 
church Tuesday after the casket 
had been placed in thè nave.

Rivers had been a member of 
Congress for 30 years. He was 
elected to his I6th term, without 
opposition, in November.

East Bérltn
/  Î ;

Holds Tourist
BERLIN (Alb — An American 

tourist has bedn arrested in East 
Berlin for hitting an East Genhan 
police border guard, ft Waa learned 
today. I :

Official details were lacking but 
an inform ed.isoUrbef.ssid. thé' 
American felled the,policeman and 
was arrested under Suspicion of 
bodily assault) • - \ •••■ % ■ '  .• -

A spokesman for; thôi UïS. MIb- 
sion in We8t Berl1“u,^5iJ1*J? T',1‘ - “ 
detained Amerii 
Mudd, but addéd 
age. i

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -  
Gov. Winthrop Rockefeller, saying 
he hoped other governors would 
follow his example, has commuted 
to life the sentences of all 15 men on 
death row in Arkansas. The 
prisoners were jubilant, but some 
state officials were sharply critical 
of the action.

Rockefeller, 58, said his only 
reason for granting the commu
tations Tuesday was that he was 
unalterably opposed to the death 
penalty and hoped to “hasten the 
elimination of barbarism as a tool 
of American justice.”

Nine of the men, three whites 
and six blacks, were sentenced for 
murder. Six others, all blacks, 
were sentenced for rape of white 
women.

The action came two weeks 
before Rockefellers is to leave 
office.

Gov.-elect Dale Bumpers, who 
will succeed Rockefeller Jan. 12, 
commented:

“I know he acted in accordance 
with his personal philosophy. I’m 
sure he had sufficient information 
to justify in his own mind the action 
that he took.”

Larry McGuire superintendent 
of the Tucker Prison Farm that 
houses death row, said the 15 men

Deputy Named 
For Melrose

Melrose will have a full-time 
deputy sheriff on duty in the 
community when a resident of that 
town, Kenneth Duncan, completes 
police work training, according to 
an announcement from Silver Bow 
County Sheriff Ken Cunningham.

Duncan, the successful can
didate from four applications, 
makes his home in Melrose, and 
will use his residence there as 
headquarters..He will use his car 
which will be equipped with law 
enforcement accessories at county 
expense and will deceive a mileage 
allowance.

The new office will benefit 
residents of the southern Silver 
Bow County area, and will lighten 
the work load of officers in Butte.

Takes Oath
Douglas Allen of Twin Bridges, 

who is the newly-elected Madison 
County Commissioner, qualified 

1 for the office by oath and bond, sat 
as commissioner at the December 
mefeting of the board of Com
missioners held in Virginia City. 

.H e/took  /His seat earlier than 
generally scheduled to fill the 
.vacancy, created last week by the 
vdeath of Asa Ellis.

4¡%í>

were "very elated, very happy” at 
the news.

But state Rep. G. W. “Buddy” 
Turner of Pine Bluff said he had 
heard Rockefeller’s message to the 
convicts and "now I’d like to have 
his message to the victims.”

State Sen. Olen Hendrix of 
Prescott said he was shocked, 
declaring, “I’ve always felt that | 
the people who heard the evidence 
and the presiding judges should 
know more about how to handle a 
sentence than a chief executive.” 

C orrection C om m issioner 
Robert Sarver said the wholesale 
commutation order was un
precedented in Arkansas.

Rockefeller, announcing his 
decision at a news conference, said 
he would send a copy of his order to 
other state chief executives and 
hoped they would follow his lead..

Rockefeller declared a mora
torium on executions when he 
became governor four years ago. 
He had not previously commuted 
any death sentences because, he 
said, he had hoped the U.S. 
Supreme Court would declare the 
death penalty unconstitutional but 
the high court has yet to rule on the 
question.

The commutations were granted 
without any relevance to the 
records of the men or to the cir
cumstances under which the 
penalty was imposed, Rockefeller 
said. Statistics indicate blacks are 
condemned in Arkansas more 
often than members of other races.

Stetson Hats 
On Way Out

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -  The 
makers of Stetson hats, hallmark 
of the Western male for a century, 
have decided to give up 
manufacture of the famous 
headgear.

"We have reached this conclu
sion with great reluctance,” 
Norman Karpf, executive vice 
president of the John B. Stetson 
Co., said Tuesday.

Karpf cited “the severe decline 
in the use of hats,” which he said 
had made it economically un
feasible to continue production at 
the Philadelphia plant. - 

The Stetson was originated by 
John B. Stetson, a Philadelphia 
hatmaker who popularized it 
during a trip to the West in the 
1860s to cure a case of tuberculosis.

At one time 5,000 people turned 
out Stetsons at the plant here. Only 
300 are on the payroll now.

The popularity of hatlessness 
after World War II cut into sales 
sharply. Another factor was the 
low-slung modern car, which made 
it difficult to wear a hat.

Margaret “Midge” Dumke, whom 
she defeated in the November 
election. Mrs. Hoerning is 
presently employed with Howard 
Motors, and will continue her work 
there since the work of the public 
administrator is considered a part- 
time position.

Maysel Koenig Ballou will take 
the oath as the new Beaverhead 
County treasurer, succeeding 
Josephine Dickey, who by law 
could not succeed herself. Mrs. 
Dickey is expected to remain in the 
treasurer’s office as a deputy. Mrs. 
Ballou will be serving her second 
term as county treasurer, having 
held the office previously.

The other officers remain the 
same. Lloyd Thomas will com
mence serving his fourth term as 
sheriff. Harold Petersen will 
continue as county assessor, 
Josephine Eudaily as superin
tendent of schools, Raymond 
Schwartz as coroner, and H. E. 
Contway will continue as clerk of 
the court.

The Board of County Com
missioners will remain the same, 
with Mel McDowell, Jim Barrett 
and Phil Lovell. Lovell will con
tinue as chairman.

Frank Blair the new district 
judge took office shortly after his 
election in November, and 
maintains the office of the judge- 
ship in his home town of Virginia 
City.

Ski Races 
At Rainy

The Dillon Ski Club will sponsor 
the first Alpine Gold cup and junior 
national qualifying race of the 
season at Rainy 1 Mountain 
Saturday and Sunday, according to 
race chairman Dallas Bostwick. 
The Northern Division of the 
United States Ski Association 
sanctioned race will be open to 
men and women in classes A, B, C 
and junior expert.

The “Downhill” derby, with one 
run each day, will begin at noon 
Saturday and at 11 a.m. Sunday.

According to public information 
chairman of the NDUSSA Glen 
Childs, all of the best junior expert 
racers in Montana and Northern 
Wyoming are expected to enter as ’ 
well as most men and women Class 
A, B and C racers.

Trophies will be awarded for 
first, second and third in eaçh clsss. 
for the total of four runs. Also th tf q >. *, 
will be a trophy awarded fd the'. ! 
man ana woman witty the b e s t / ;  
combined time for the race. ' f  '
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Agreement
TRIPOLI,' Libya (A P h ^ ‘ 

and Bulgarie, .sighed^ 
agreenlfent/uttder iwhitìr 
will impQr>f$i8 ciiillihft: 
Libyan oil in'thé.netòiÉ 
the newspaper : Arraed)
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