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Supreme Court Studies 
State Welfare Question

HELENA (AP) -  A double- 
barreled welfare question is under 
study by the Montana Supreme 
Court.:

The question was put to the high 
court this week by State Welfare 
Administrator Theodore Carkulis- 
on behalf of Montana’s Depart-

ment of Public Welfare.
The state official appealed from 

a decision of the Cascade County 
District Court that a Montana law 
is unconstitutional because it 
requires one year’s residence in 
the state bèfore welfare assistance 
can be received.

Carkul.is
attorney

Hits 
Louisiana City

LAKE CHARLES, La. (AP) 
Tornadic winds roared down a 
major business street in Lake 
Charles early today, destroying 
dozens of buildings and causing an 
estimated $1 million damages. The 
walls of one home collapsed, but it 
was unoccupied.

Early reports indicated few 
serious injuries and no deaths, 
although several motels and homes 
were described as badly damaged 
by the 65-mile-an-hour winds.

The storm hit hardest along a 10- 
block area of U.S. 90, where a 
furniture store, two motels, a 
restaurant and an appliance store 
were described as destroyed.

Sets Conference
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla (A P )- 

President Nixon, here for a long 
holiday weekend, has set up a 
conference with Secretary of State 
William P. Rogers and others to 
discuss his “state of the world” 
message for Congress. The book 
length document is to be unveiled 
Feb, 25.

Accusations
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

committee of nine U.S. mayors 
headed by John V. Lindsay of New 
York, has accused the Nixon ad
ministration of “reverse revenue 
sharing” by proposing cuts in some 
federal aid to cities.

Count 60 Dead
LOS ANGELES (AP) -  The 

death count from Southern Cal
ifornia’s earthquake disaster has 
reached 60 with the search of 
debris for victims continuing 
Estimates of damage have been 
upped to $1 billion. Workers have 
rescued one man who was buried 
for 58 hours.

Transfer Moonmen
SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP)

-  Apollo 14’s moon explorers 
return home, hold a reunion with 
their families through a glass 
panel and begin two more weeks of 
isolation in the Lunar Receiving 
Laboratory.

Relinquishes
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP)

— Gen. Lon Nol, Cambodia’s ailing 
premier, has.formally handed over 
his powers to the deputy premier 
amid reports he will be flown to 
Washington in a few days for 
treatment.

Some looting was reported and 
the local National Guard unit was 
mobilized to patrol the area, which 
was sealed off. One looter was 
arrested.

The section is about eight blocks 
west of the heart of the city of more 
than 50,000, to the southwestern 
corner of the state.

Storms. also were reported in 
Crowley, 40 miles east of Lake 
Charles, where some power lines 
were blown down and some minor 
house fires were reported, and in 
Cutoff, south of New Orleans, 
where a twister knocked down a 
trailer.

No serious injuries were re
ported in either place.

Hail a quarter-inch in diameter 
was reported at Sulphur, about 13 
miles west of Lake Charles.

A twister was reported in 
Wiggins, Miss., 100 miles east of 
New Orleans. There were no in
juries, but four trailers were ov
erturned.

President's 
First Cousin 
Is Destitute

LOS ANGELES (AP) -  The Los 
Angeles Times says President 
Nixon’s first cousin and his wife 
are ill and living on monthly 
payments of $57 welfare and 
$270.10 Social Security.

In today’s edition, the newspaper 
said Philip Milhous and his wife 
Anna, residents of rural Grass 
Valley 40 miles northeast of 
Sacramento, also receive welfare 
aid to pay for-a helper in their one- 
story house.

Milhous’ father and President 
Nixon’s mother were brother and 
sister.

Mrs. Milhous, 47, was quoted by 
the Times as saying in a telephone 
interview she and her 55-year-old 
husband hope to get off welfare. 
She said she did not know whether 
the President was aware of their 
plight.

Asked whether they had sought 
the President’s help, she said, “Oh 
my God, no, we don’t try to do 
things like that.”

Abuse of Welfare  
Funds Scrutinized

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The 
Nixon administration is assem
bling a force of up to 55 persons to 
ferret out welfare abuses.

The special staff within the 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare will check for 
misrepresentation or apparent 
fraud, payment errors and welfare 
abuses.

Monthly analyses and evalua
tions will be made on welfare cases 
sampled by states.

The two-part question 
asked through Helena 
Thomas H. Mahan:

— Can Montana require that a 
person be in the state at least one 
year before being eligible for 
general assistance?

— If a person can apply for such 
aid with less, than a year’s 
residency, who has to pay — the 
county where he applies the State 
Welfare Department, the federal 
government, or the county to which 
he moves?

Mahan argued that if the one- 
year residency is found un
constitutional, then general as
sistance must be provided by the 
county where the recipient or 
applicant is residing.

After one year, he said, the 
residence requirement would be 
met for that county or, if the person 
moved to a second county and lived 
for a year, the second county would 
have to pick up the case.

He said that if the State Welfare 
Act and Federal Social Security 
Act “were repealed tomorrow, the 
counties through constitutional 
provisions would be responsible for 
the care of the poor.”

Carkulis asked that the district 
court decision be reversed.

Contending that Cascade is not 
required to make payments out of 
its county poor fund to welfare 
applicants who have not resided in 
the county for a year was lawyer 
James R. Walsh, Great Falls.

“The state board concedes it 
shares responsibility with the 
counties, yet the effect of its ap
peal, if successful, would be to 
impose sole responsibility on the 
counties for general assistance 
payments,” Walsh said. He spoke 
for the Cascade County Welfare 
Department.

Appearing on behalf of Victor 
Pease, who brought the action on 
behalf of himself and others, was 
Robert B. Gillan, Great Falls.

He told the court it is of no 
concern to Pease whether the state 
or the county picks up the tab for 
general assistance granted to 
persons who are not residents for 
one year.

He said the U. S. Supreme Court 
decision-that led to the Montana 
litigation did not distinguish be
tween locally funded and federally 
funded welfare programs.

Hearing the case were Chief 
Justice James T. Harrison and 
Associate Justices Wesley Castles, 
John C. Harrison and Frank I. 
Haswell. Justice Gene B. Daly, a 
former Cascade County attorney, 
disqualified himself.

Aircraft Carrier  
Being Retired

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (AP) — 
Reluctantly, the veteran aircraft 
carrier Bon Homme Richard 
headed up the Pacific today to 
retire at Bremerton, Wash., after 
26 years of active duty.

The departure from San Diego 
was delayed six hours when a 
steam line on the 33,100-ton flattop 
broke 45 minutes before sailing 
time Thursday. Crewmen repaired 
the line.

Aboard the “ Bonnie Dick,’’ 
bound for decommissioning in 
April, were 100 families of crew
men who will live temporarily at 
Bremerton.

Part of State 
CD Exercises

Leo Williams (left front) acting as operations chief with Beaverhead 
County Civil Defense Director Ed Swetish worked Thursday with 
others of the Area Civil Defense command post on problems posed by 
Lt. Col. William Rlggert (center rear) concerning steps to take should 
the Beaverhead Valley be flooded. The activities were part of a CD 
exercise,'similar to those being held statewide.

C. E. “Skeets” Houtchens, small business advisor for the Montana 
Division of Visual Service, (left) is shown with John Sargeson in the 
newly-located and redecorated Hotel Andrus Newsstand. The business . 
has been established as a part of Montana’s rehabilitation program for 
visually handicapped individuals, to help make them financially in
dependent.

Rehabilitation 
Plan Works Out

John Sargeson, owner-manager 
of the Andrus News Stand, 
Thursday completed transfer of his 
stock to larger more attractive 
quarters in the front of the Hotel 
Andrus lobby, dearly tripling the 
amount of display area for his 
stock from the small corner which 
opened off the lobby near the 
Venture Room.

Sargeson and his wife Neva have 
been operating the business since 
September and will maintain 
business hours from 7 a.m. until 
9:30 p.m. or “until after the 
evening bus leaves.”

At present, the Sargesons are

Amended 
Drug Bi 
Given OK

HELENA (AP) — The State 
Senate late Thursday night ten
tatively passed j n  amended drug 
bill that would lessen penalties for 
possession of marijuana for some 
and harshen them for others.

The measure, introduced by Sen. 
John L. “Luke” McKeon, D- 
Anaconda, would give district 
judges the decision as to how many 
years a person could be sentenced 
for possession.

Under the amended bill, a person 
under 21 charged with possession 
could be sentenced to less than a 
year in prison, making the charge 
a misdemeanor. If the sentence 
were for more than a year, the 
charge would be a felony.

A second conviction for posses
sion of marijuana would be a 
felony under the Senate bill.

In a marathon 9-hour session, the 
Senate also tentatively passed a 
pesticide bill that would fine or jail 
violators and lay control of the bug
killing chemicals in the laps of two 
agencies, the Board of Health and 
the Agriculture Department.

“This bill does not outlaw any 
pesticides,” said its chief sponsor, 
Sen. Carroll Graham, D-Lodge 
Grass. "Rather we’ve found that 
most of the trouble with pesticides 
has been with misuse,”

Graham’s bill would put use and 
application of all pesticides in the 
state under the Agriculture 
Department while registration and 
sale would go to the Health 
Department. Fines of up to $500 
would be levied against violators 
with a possible -one-year jail term 
or both, depending on the extent of 
the violation.

stocking magazines, newspapers, 
pocket books, tobacco, cigars, 
cigarettes and notions such as 
tooth paste, combs and shaving 
items (things most often needed by 
travelers)

The 64-year-old Sargeson is a 
visually handicapped person, 
totally blind in one eye and 
wearing a heavy corrective lens on 
the other, from which a cataract 
has been removed. He has lived in 
Dillon 45 years, and has one son, 
Fred who makes his home in 
Helena with his wife and three 
children. Sargeson was an employe 
of the Union Pacific Railroad for 
many years before losing his 
eyesight.

Sargeson was referred to the 
Montana Division of Public Visual 
Service by the Social Security 
Disability Determination Unit in 
Helena several years ago, and 
there met Skeeter Houtchens of the 
Service who became his counselor. 
Several ideas for training and 
businesses were discussed by the 
two men, with. the objective of 
again making Sargeson financially 
independent.

Funds became available during 
the summer of 1970 and Sargeson 
with his new counselor Dick Field 
of Butte, a part-time rehabilitation 
consultant Cedric Schroeder of 
Helena and Houtchens, who was 
now the small business supervisor 
for the Visual Service began the 
actual work to put Sargeson into 
his own business.

Special occupational training 
was necessary, then the men 

Continued on page 5

Snowmobilers from several 
states will be in Dillon Saturday for 
the 99-mile Cross-Country race, 
known locally as the Carroll Hill 
Race. It is sponsored by the 
Beaverhead Sno-Riders and the 
Dillon Jaycecs. John Szafryk, 
chairman of the race, said more 
than 25 teams of five-men each are 
expected to take part, with a good 
many entries already in.

Spacemen 
Isolated, 
But Home

SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) 
Apollo 14’s moon explorers 

returned home today, held a 
reunion with their families through 
a glass panel, then began two more 
weeks of isolation in the Lunar 
Receiving Laboratory.

An Air Force C141 jet transport 
(lew them to nearby Ellington Air 
Force Base, landing at 4:34 a.m. 
EST after a flight of more than 14 
hours from American Samoa.

Alan B. Shepard Jr., Edgar D. 
Mitchell and Stuart A. Roosa were 
confined in a quarantine trailer, 
which was taken to the Manned 
Spacecraft Center, where the 
spacemen transferred to the lab.

The wives and children of the 
spacemen and several officials of 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration stood in cool 
weather and blustery wind to greet 
the returning heroes.

The astronauts waved at them 
through a trailer window and 
Shepard, who commanded Apollo 
14, said, “We feel it’s been a good 
mission and we’re, ready to start 
debriefing and talking about it.

“ It is especially good to be back 
here,” he added. “There were 
many little things that happened 
during the mission that could have 
ixicn serious if it hadn't been for all 
the devoted efforts of all the people 
at the control center here in 
Houston who worked so long and 
hard to make things turn out 
right.”

Roosa apologized for the plane's 
being three hours late, saying, “We 
had a hard time getting away from 

Continued on page 4

Beavers End 
Home Season

B eaverhead 's  baske tba ll 
Beavers will conclude the home 
season this weekend, with 
Hamilton here tonight and Deer 
Lodge in Dillon Saturday,

Five Dillon boys will be making 
their final home appearance. 
Seniors Dennis Jones, Skip Jordan, 
Ed Campbell, Dan Corr and Steve 
Davis will conclude their 
basketball career on the home 
floor.

The Beavers are three-eight in 
conference competition with three 
games to go. They wind up their 
season in Anaconda next week and 
the following week go to the 
divisional tournament in Kalispell.

Water Survey Crew 
Headquarters Here

A crew from the Montana Water 
Resources Board in Helena will 
headquarter in Dillon during 
February, March and April, 
Douglas G. Smith, board director, 
informed the Tribune-Examiner 
Friday.

Water Board Field Supervisor, 
Duane Smith, said the crew would 
be working in the Beaverhead 
County Court House to gather 
information regarding land 
ownership, appropriations and 
decrees of water, in addition to any 
data available on federal water 
projects, irrigation districts, ditch 
companies and other similar 
programs in the county.

This information will be used

during the summer months when a 
larger crew will be conducting 
interviews with farmers and 
ranchers in the county in an effort 
to determine present and potential 
irrigation in Beaverhead County. 
This data, combined with soils 
studies and economic and 
historical information, is used to 
compile a county-by-county water 
rights publication. The data will be 
utilized in the State Water Plan as 
well.

The State Water Plan, when 
completed, will project the state’s 
water availabilities and needs for 
the years 1980,2000 and 2020. Phase 
I, the surveying phase of the water 
plan, will be completed by 1972.

The second annual 99-mile cross
country events will be kicked off 
with a buffet breakfast from 5 to 7 
a.m. at the Elks Club, served by 
the Dillon Jayceens. The breakfast 
is open to the public.

A drivers’ meeting will be held at 
7 a.m. in the basement of the Elks 
Club to brief all riders on the race 
rules and check point procedures.

The actual race will begin at 9 
a.m. sharp from the starting point 
on Carroll Hill, where snow con
ditions are reported excellent. 
Racers will be warned of the ap
proaching starting time by shotgun 
blasts, three at 8:45, two at 8:50 
and one at 8:55.

.Sponsors of the race have 
prepared and had plowed a large 
spectator parking . area, from 
which the first three miles of the 
race course will be visible.

Teams should begin crossing the 
highway at Jackson about 10 a.m., 
giving spectators another chance 
to check the running position of 
their favorites. They should be 
returning to the finish line on 
Carroll Hill about three to three 
and one half hours from time of 
departure, which again will allow 
s|K>ctators plenty of time to be on 
hand to meet them.

Activities will move back to 
Dillon after the race completion. A 
smorgasbord, open to the public as 
well as those directly involved in 
the race, will take place at the Elks 
at 6:30 p.m. and will be followed by 
trophy and prize money presen
tation at 8:30 p.m.

A dance, with the Generation 
Gap musical group furnishing the 
music, will complete the (lay's 
events.

Concert
Monday

The Beaverhead County High 
School music department, directed 
by Richard Sietsema, will present 
ti l’op Concert Monday evening al 
7:30 in the high school auditorium. 
The girls chorus, mixed chorus, 
Teen Tones and band will entertain 
the audience with popular music, 
jazz, folk music and rock numbers, 
the director said.

The concert will be open to the 
public and is free of charge.

Included on the program, and 
presented by the girls chorus will 
be, " I’ll Never Fall in Love" (from 
the Broadway hit “ Promises, 
Promises’’); "Where Is Ixive” 
from “Oliver” and "This Girl’s In 
I/tve” by David and Bacharach.

Mixed Chorus numbers will be 
"Four Strong Winds" and 
“Shenandoah” (both folk songs) 
and “A Time For Us” from 
“Romeo and JulieQ.

Teen Tones will do' “Both Sides 
Now" by Mitchell and “Bridge 
over Troubled Water” by Simon 
and Garfunke).

The BCHS band give "Tribute to 
Glen Miller” featuring his greatest 
hits, “Tuxedo Junction,” “Little 
Brown Jug,” “Jersey Bounce” and 
"American Patrol.” They will also 
do “Light Vibrations” by Nesticc 
and "Alla Barracco” by 
Giovannini -- (folk rock).

The members of the music 
department and their director 
invite everyone to come and hear 
one of the finest high school music 
departments in Southwestern 
Montana.

Safety Measures  
Proposed in Arctic

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (AP) 
— Snowmobiles have replaced dog 
teams in much of the Arctic area, 
the Northwest Territories Council 
said Wednesday, and it called on 
the territorial government to 
legislate safety regulations for the 
new mode of winter transportation.

“At least in the eastern Arctic, I 
don’t believe there’s a dog team 
left,” said Bryan Pearson, coun
cilman for that district. He added 
that accident rates are rising.

The resolution was approved 
unanimously.

Civil Defense Drill Here Thursday
Members of Beaverhead 

County’s Civil Defense team met 
Thursday afternoon in the “Beaver 
Lodge” of Beaverhead County 
High School to plan actions 
necessary should the area be 
struck by a flood disaster.

Ed Swetish, Beaverhead County 
Civil Defense director, George 
deWolfe coordinator of Montana 
Civil Defense from Helena, with 
five men from the Montana 
National Guard, Lt. Col.. William 
Riggert, Lt. Col. John Liston, Sgt. 
Shill, Spec. Card and Spec. Harvey 
had set up a civil defense (or 
disaster) operations room in the 
BCHS basement.

Beaverhead County was 
represented by Chet Hagedorn 
from the Forest Service; Leo 
Williams, chief of operations; John 
Rcbish; chief of police; Mark 
McCullum, shelter manager; Earl 
Love, SCS; Wayne Contway, 
Welfare; Tony Smerker, FHA; 
John Maki, extension service; 
Byron Brown and Sue Terrill,

public information; Gifford 
Weston, ASCS Defense Chairman.

The Civil Defense team from 
Helena, which is one of five visiting 
CD organizations throughout 
Montana, showed slides of the 
Montana flood disaster of 1964, and 

■demonstrated the actions taken to 
protect life and property at that 
time.

Persons attending the exercise 
were then organized into a com
mand post, and five messages fed 
into the post for simulated action.

The first message reported a fire 
at Anthony’s in downtown Dillon, 
where people, possible looters, 
were carrying off merchandise and 
where at least two persons were 
believed injured. Action was taken 
which under actual conditions 
would have sent a fire truck to the 
store, backed by police officers, 
however, the ambulance was busy, 
so the Dillon taxi was com
mandeered to move the injured to 
Barrett Hospital which was alerted 
to the emergency:

The second message reported 
the bridge crossing Beaverhead 
River south of Dillon unsafe and 
people in the flood area would be 
isolated. The fish and game officer 
reporting the emergency felt it 
could be repaired if enough 
manpower were available. 
Command post personnel sent out 
available manpower, which 

"rerouted traffic through Rat
tlesnake Road and across the old 
bridge west of Dillon. Highway 
patrolmen were dispatched to take 
over direction of traffic, using 
police department as liaison. The 
Welfare d ep a rtm en t was also 
notified of the situation, to allow 
planning time if families should be 
isolated.

Message number three was 
supposed to have come from an Air 
National Guard helicopter, which 
reported airlifting 91 persons, 
mostly women and children, from 
the flood area above Clark Canyon. 
They were cold, wet, hungry and 
some in shock. Three hundred head

of cattle in the area were in danger 
of drowning and granaries would 
be under water within eight hours. 
The Air Guard unit could no longer 
work in the area evacuating, as it 
had been called on another 
mission. This problem evoked a 
great deal of discussion al the 
command post, the people were 
turned over to the welfare officer 
lor further action, with most 
thought turning to the cattle. The 
reporting air-guard was asked for 
clarification as to location, then the 
command post had a problem 
deciding who would be responsible 
to attempt to save the cattle. That 
was finally channeled to the 
Beaverhead County Sheriff (who 
was unable to make the exercise 
because of other duties).

Message four reported a terrible 
slide at Pipe Organ Rock, which 
took out the railroad and blocked 
Ihe Beaverhead River, threatening 
further water backup, with flood 
danger should the slide-dam break.

Continued on page 2
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