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WMC Bronc Tamer 
In National Finals

Brent Johnson, the four-event 
star of Western Montana College’s 
rodeo team, will be among an elite 
field of cowpokes competing June 
21-26 in the National In
tercollegiate Rodeo Finals at 
Bozeman.

The experience won’t exactly be 
anything new to the lanky, 20-year- 
old WMC sophomore.

An 11-year veteran of the rodeo 
arena (he started at the age of 
nine), Johnson twice represented 
Arco, Idaho, High School in 
national finals at Elko, Nev., and 
San Antonio, Tex.

“I didn’t do too well at Elko,” he 
recalls, “but managed to place

Congress 
To Study 
Park Bears

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The bear 
management control program in 
Yellowstone National Park will be 
discussed by members of Congress 
and National Park Service officials 
today in Washington.

Hansen said members of the 
congressional delegations of Idaho, 
Montana and Wyoming were in
vited to the meeting.

Hansen said congressmen from 
the three states have all received 
mail about few bears being seen 
along highways in the park and the 
management program would be 
outlined to the officials.

He said the present 18-month 
program has focused on pushing 
bears back to natural foods and 
away from handouts from humans 
or foraging in garbage dumps.

Hansen’s office said two leading 
naturalists, John and Frank 
Craighead, have contended the 
phase-out of garbage dumps in the 
park has been too rapid and has 
forced bears to turn to camp
grounds to find human-related 
food.

Public Service Jobs
WASHINGTON (AP) -  A $5 

billion Democratic program to 
create public service jobs for the 
unemployed has won House 
passage over strong adminis
tration opposition.

Free -Big Box
Phosphate 

Free Detergent 
with purchase 

of Sears 
Automatic 

Washer 
See

'Sears Best
Lady Kenmore

in stock
-

Sears
Spence Hegstad.

39 N. Idaho, 
ph. 683-4293 

Get hometown service 
from Sears

13th nationally in the bareback 
riding at San Antone.”

In his two seasons with the Dillon 
college team, Johnson has been a 
consistent all-around performer in 
saddle bronc, bareback, bull riding 
and steer wrestling.

His activities at Bozeman, 
however, will be restricted to the 
saddle broncs, an event in which he 
ranked third this season against 
pokes from the Northwest 
Division’s 24 colleges and 
universities.

And, coincidentally, that just 
happens to be his favorite ride. “ I 
don’t really know why,” he drawls. 
“Guess I just like the saddle broncs 
best—and it beats heck out of 
tangling with those Brahma bulls. ” 

Johnson’s record this spring 
indicates that he fares pretty well 
with the bulls, despite his aversion 
to the ferocious four-leggers.

At the MSU Rodeo, he garnered 
the all-around title while placing 
first in both saddle bronc and bull 
riding. At the University of 
Montana meet in Hamilton, 
Johnson won the bull riding and 
then capped his season with the 
Saddle bronc championship at the 
Regional Finals in Missoula.

Majoring in art and social 
science at Western, the wiry rodeo 
star plans a career in teaching. At 
present, at least, he has no hopes to 
emulate another former WMC 
great, Shawn Davis, who won 
intercollegiate crowns before 
gaining saddle bronc fame on the 
pro circuit.

The son of Mrs. Irene Johnson, 
Jackson, Brent is married to the 
former Diane Clemow, daughter of 
prominent Big Hole Valley ran
chers Mr. and Mrs. Tom Clemow.

Although he’ll be competing 
against a fast field in the National 
Finals, Johnson is given an ex
cellent chance of finishing at or 
near the top in his event.

Prof. Don Walters, WMC Art 
Department chairman who 
doubles as Rodeo Club advisor, 
puts it this way:

“Brent has a lot going for him. 
He’s an excellent athlete, a 
determined competitor, and at his 
best on the toughest stock. If he has 
a little luck in the draw and gets 
good broncs, Western Montana 
College could very well come up 
with another intercollegiate 
champ.”

Crash Injures 
Rodeo Cowboys 
In California

GLENVILLE, Calif. (AP) -  
Doug Brown, a former world 
champion bull rider, was one of 
four rodeo cowboys injured Sunday 
in the crash of a single engine 
plane near this central California 
community, sheriff’s deputies 
reported.

Brown, 25, of Silverton, Ore., was 
the pilot of the plane, which failed 
to gain altitude and crashed into a 
rock outcropping after takeoff 
from a private air strip, officers 
said.

The others were identified as 
Mike Adams, 23 of Murrietta,

Brent Johnson
Girls State Underway
HELENA (AP) — Three hun

dred Girls State delegates began 
arriving here Sunday to govern the 
mythical state of Treasure for the 
24th consecutive year.

For seven days the girls will 
review their knowledge of political 
machinery and perform the duties 
of the real office holders, Mrs. 
Ralph Sluys, director, said.

The delegates will be introduced 
to city government with the 
creation of six cities for practice in 
city government. The procedure 
will be duplicated on the county 
level, Mrs. Sluys said.

Wednesday through Friday, 
state general elections will be 
conducted and the delegates will 
organize and administer the 
government of the state of 
Treasure.

In the same manner the Montana 
legislature convenes, so will the 
Girls State legislature Friday

Body Found
HELENA (AP) -  The body of T. 

Sgt. Clarence P. Uhyrek, of San 
Rafael, Calif., was found Monday 
afternoon washed up against an 
island in Holter Lake.

Uhyrek, an air force airman 
stationed at Malmstrom Air Force

Calif. ; Gary Crowther, 25, of Chula * Base and Cpl. Jim  B arrette,
Vista, Calif., and Russ McCall, 29, 
of Myrtle Point, Ore. They had just 
competed in a rodeo at Glenville.

All suffered minor injuries ex
cept McCall, who had a possible 
back injury, deputies said. They 
were taken for treatment to Kern 
County General Hospital in 
Bakersfield.

Montreal, Que., a member of the 
Canadian forces were believed 
drowned when their boat capsized 
in swift water near Holter Dam.

Searchers from the Great Falls 
air base found the body. Search 
officials said the water in the lake 
is going to be lowered Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. to search for Barrette.
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morning and the state house and 
senate will meet separately 
throughout the day for an in
troduction of bills.

Saturday the houses will meet 
again separately for final action on 
the bills, then the legislature will 
adjourn. In the past, the girls have 
considered legislation on abortion 
reform, lowering the voting age 
and drug control.

Graduation exercises will be 
Saturday afternoon, followed by an 
open house at the host school, 
Carroll College.

Mrs. Renfro 
Trapshooter 
Team Head

MISSOULA — The Montana 
State Trapshooting Association 
(MSTA) has named its 1971 All- 
State Trapshooting Team, with Joe 
Petroni of Butte as captain.

Petroni’s team m ates are 
Richard Ditmar, Rudyard; 
Eugene Clawson Jr., Missoula; Zip 
Eaton, Helena; and Jack Kessner, 
Great Falls.

The selections, made by the 
officers and board members of the 
association, were based on per
formances through 1970, according 
to John L. Delano, Missoula, 
executive director of the 
University of Montana Alumni 
Association and state secretary of 
MSTA.

Team captains include:
Mrs. Ted (Barbara) Renfro, 

Dillon, Women’s All-State Team; 
Jam es Albrecht, Bridger, 
Veteran’s All-State team; and 
John Evans, Billings, the Junior 
All-State Team.

Honorable mention winners for 
the All-State Team include Tom 
Bates, Helena; Greg MacDonald, 
Billings; Fred Guay, Butte; Dale 
Patterson, Grantsdale; and L. D. 
Nybo, Great Falls.

All of these winners will be 
honored at the State Shoot in 
Billings.
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Cases
HELENA (AP)—The Montana 

Livestock Sanitary Board has 
placed Yellowstone and Big Horn 
counties under quarantine because 
of a confirmed case of rabies in the 
two-county area.

The board is requiring dogs 
without rabies vaccines 30 days 
prior to the quarantine to be 
confined for at least 60 days and 
urges residents of the two counties 
to have dogs and cats immunized 
immediately.

All residents also are urged to 
take precautions with all animals.

The official quarantine was 
declared Friday when tests showed 
rabies in a skunk found south of 
Pompeys Pillar, near the 
Yellowstone-Big Horn County line.

The rabid skunk apparently did 
not transmit the deadly viral 
disease to any humans but could 
have spread it to cats or other 
animals, state veterinarian John 
Safford said.

Cats Escape 
After Crash

PAGOSA SPRINGS, Colo. 
(AP)—Seven of eight wild big 
game cats which escaped into 
rugged mountain country, north of 
here following a fatal truck ac
cident Sunday night were reported 
captured or killed today, the State 
Patrol said.

Officers said the cats, which fled 
from a circus truck enroute to 
Durango, included mountain lions, 
African lions,’ a leopard and a 
jaguar. They said two had been 
killed by passing autos on U.S. 160 
atop Wolf Creek Pass and five 
others had been recaptured.

The accident occurred on the 
10,850-foot pass some 40 miles 
northeast of here when the west
bound circus truck, a tractor 
trailer, slid off the road on the 
steep downgrade. The patrol 
identified the victim as Albert 
Henry Lapchak, 50, of Cornell, 
Calif., driver of the truck.

Officers said the truck broke up, 
killing two cats and releasing the 
other eight.

Chairman
Questions
Reasoning

GREAT FALLS (AP) — The 
chairman of Montana’s Constitu
tional Convention Commission 
Says he is not persuaded by the 
reasoning of Atty. Gen. Robert L. 
Woodahl that commission mem
bers may not serve with next 
year’s constitutional convention.

Alex Blewett said Woodahl was 
trying to reflect comments of the 
Supreme Court which has 
suggested the independent think
ing is important to the convention 
and that legislators or others in 
public office cannot serve as 
constitutional convention del
egates.

Blewett said he does not believe 
commission members as delegates 
could control the ideas that some 
or all of the other delegates might 
offer at the convention.

“My experience makes me feel 
members would be better informed 
and in a better position than most 
people serving at the convention,” 
he said.

Woodahl issued his opinion June 
4 saying commission members 
who provide information for 
delegates to the convention 
“should not themselves serve as 
delegates.”

“One reason I was both in
terested and pleased to be asked to 
serve on the preparatory com
mission was that it would give me 
background information con
cerning the coming convention to 
decide whether I would be a 
candidate or not,” thç Great Falls 
attorney said. “I’m not sure at this 
time the effect the attorney 
general’s opinion will have on my 
own plans.”
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Courtney Taylor

WMC Javelin Ace 
Scores In Nationals

Courtney Taylor, record- 
breaking javelin star at Western 
Montana College, placed eighth in 
the NAIA national track and field 
championships Friday at Billings.

The WMC ace, who had been 
hiting 240-plus during last week’s 
practice sessions, fired the spear 
222’11” in the Billings finals.

Bob Winn of Ottawa College 
topped the event with a throw of 
140’5”, 11 feet under the NAIA 
record.

Taylor, a senior from Hamilton, 
authored numerous meet records 
this spring and also fashioned the 
WMC all-time mark of 226’11” .

Drawbridges Reopen; 
Sewage Worker Strike

NEW YORK (AP) — Supervisors 
worked through the night and 
reopened seven of 25 drawbridges 
into Manhattan, easing massive 
traffic tieups today. But the city 
faced a new crisis as 1,500 sewage 
treatment workers walked off the 
job in an expanded strike action by 
municipal employes.

Another 300 employes at city 
incineraries were reported out on 
strike, a move that city officials 
said could lead to a critical 
problem of disposal of garbage.

Arthur Lewis, an executive 
assistant in the Department of 
Sanitation, said 11 of the city’s 13 
sewage treatment plants were 
closed as of 9 a.m. He said it could 
mean that raw sewage would have 
to be emptied directly into area 
rivers.

Mayor John V. Lindsay toured 
the city by helicopter during the 
morning rush hour and reported 
that traffic conditions were “much 
better than yesterday” when 
striking municipal employes left 25 
drawbridges locked in an open 
position.

Of the seven bridges reopened, 
five spanned the Harlem River 
from Manhattan to the Bronx. That 
was the area hardest hit by 
Monday’s surprise walkout in 
protest of the state legislature’s 
refusal to approve the union’s new 
pension plan.

Widow Files 
$151,059 Suit

BUTTE (AP) — The widow of 
William B. Freebourn, Butte at
torney who drowned last July 1 in 
the swimming pool at the Diamond 
Ranchotel, Boulder, has sued the 
owners of the establishment for 
$151,059.

Mary Jane Freebourn as ad
ministratrix of Freeboum’s estate 
alleges the owners of the Diamond 
Ranchotel, Donald Larson and 
James W. Sanddal failed to provide 
Freebourn the care and protection 
he deserved as a guest.

She filed her complaint Wed
nesday in the Silver Bow County 
district court.

The complaint states the suit is 
partly for the benefit of Penelope 
Foreman, a daughter of Free
bourn.

Freebourn was the son of the late 
Harrison J. Freebourn, a Montana 
Supreme Court associate justice.

Traffic today was reported 
heavy but moving.

Police remained assigned to key 
points in the city’s water system to 
forestall any attempt by the union 
workers to shut off the supply to 
office complexes in midtown and 
lower Manhattan.

Union leaders met for an hour 
Monday night with Lindsay, who 
threatened to ask fora callup of the 
National Guard.

Finance...
(Continued from page 1) 

the same.
Using figures prepared by State 

Budget Director Keith Colbo, Groff 
said that $72.9 million from the 
general fund is available for 
spending during the first year of 
the next biennium, but needs under 
existing programs are $80.4 
million.

This is if existing revenue 
sources continue at their present 
level. This also takes into account 
$4.7 million which will probably be 
spent during the next fiscal year 
for appropriations already ap
proved by the legislature during its 
two earlier sessions.

The projections also include new 
tax sources which Will enrich the 
general fund kitty by $4.2 million.

Commenting on the gap between 
projected available funds and 
present level state needs, Groff 
said “if we do that this is more than 
the total appropirations bills as 
they left the Senate for our elected 
officials.” Those bills died in the 
Conference Committee when the 
first deadlocked special session 
adjourned last April.

Groff told the Senate that 
Montana could have a bare bones 
budget “and this is fine.” But he 
warned that cuts in existing state 
services would be necessary.

He said some possibilities were 
to close a wing at Warm Springs 
or Boulder; avoid meeting the 
state’s obligation under the school 
foundation program “and place the 
burden on the property tax
payers” ; close some of the 
departments in the university 
system, and not provide the 
emergency grants in aid requested 
by Cascade and other counties.
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