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State Wage 
Act Minimum 
Is Challenged

HELENA (AP)—The validity of 
Montana’s new Minimum Wage 
Act was challenged Monday as 
being based on an unlawful 
delegation of legislative power and 
defended as granting no more 
authority than has been upheld in 
the past.

Eight lawyers argued the 1971 
act during a two-hour hearing 
before the Montana Supreme Court 
in a test case filed by the city of 
Billings and County of 
Yellowstone.

Billings City Atty. John R. 
Davidson and Yellowstone County 
Atty. Harold F. Hanser contended 
the act is unconstitutional.

But, if the court decides it is 
valid, they asked a ruling on 
whether city firemen and police 
officers and deputy sheriffs must 
be paid time-and-a-half for time 
worked beyond 40 hours a week.

They said the act gives unlimited 
power to the state labor com
missioner because it fails to 
establish any standards to guide 
him in interpreting or enforcing its 
provisions.

The labor commissioner—Sidney 
T. Smith — was observing from the 
gallery when Hanser told the five 
justices the law makes Smith a 
czar.

Speaking for Smith were two 
members of Atty. Gen. Robert L. 
Woodahl’s staff — Lawrence D. 
Huss and John P. Connor Jr.

They said the disputed grant of 
power “is found in the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and has been upheld 
as constitutional as many times as 
it has been attacked.”

Considerable attention was given 
to the title of the wagehour law, 
which began life early this year as 
House Bill 338.

Billings and Yellowstone County 
said the act was invalid because 
the title doesn't specify that the 
labor commissioner has the 
authority to establish regulations.

1110 labor commissioner's reply 
was that in order to administer and 
enforce the act he necessarily must 
set up some type of procedure.

Other lawyers addressing the 
court on one aspect or another 
Continued on page 8

$30-Billion Profit 
Vs. 30-Year Low 
For Agriculture

Majestic 'Old Main' Rises Proudly at WMC
Symbolic Western Montana College Landmark Constructed in 1897, Reflects Quiet Campus Beauty

District Court 
In Busy Session

Judge Frank E. Blair of the Fifth 
District Court sat ih Beaverhead, 
Jefferson and Madison counties 
during the past week, hearing 
probate m atters and case 
arguments.
DILLON:

The petition of Daphne Belle 
Todd to terminate a joint tenancy 
existing between Hazel A. Young 
and herself was heard by the court 
at the regular law and motion day 
Tuesday.

The joint tenancy of Hazel A. 
Young and the petitioner was 
terminated in a portion of blocks 32 
and 33, Lima original townsite, and 
certain household effects. The 
court ordered the complete 
ownership vested in Daphne Belle 
Todd. Hazel Young died March 28, 
1971.

There was no inheritance tax 
owed the State of Montana.

Daphne Belle Todd resides at 
Plains, Mont.
VIRGINIA CITY:

Janies H. Vanderbeck, executor 
of the last will and testament of 
John Carbon, deceased, presented 
his first and final report and ac
count, petitioning for deter
mination of inheritance tax and for 
distribution of the estate of John 
Carbon.

The inheritance tax was

determ ined and paid to the 
Madison County treasurer less five 

, per cent for cash. Hie final account 
was settled and approved by the 
court. The residue of the estate was 
ordered distributed to the Virginia 
City Masonic Temple Association.

A decree was entered by the 
Court in the estate and. guar
dianship of Agnes Hadzor, settling 
the first account of Evelyn Warren, 
guardian, and ordering 
distribution of the residue to her as 
executrix of her last will and 
testam ent. Miss Hadzor died 
March 21, 1970. She was a native 
resident of Madison County. 
BOULDER:

Two extensive arguments were 
heard by Judge Blair during the 
regular law and motion day 
Thursday.

One involved the motion of 
Frank C. Dulaney to suppress the 
evidence obtained by an alleged 
illegal search warrant. John H. 
Jardine argued in support of the 
motion while Allan LeMeux argued 
in opposition. Both the state and 
the defendant submitted written 
briefs of the law of the case, citing 
three U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions as well as one from the 
State Supreme Court. The court 
took the w ritten and oral 
Continued on page 8 ,

Virginia City 
Hosts Legion 
Fall Meeting

VIRGINIA CITY -  The District 
Fall Meeting of the American 
Legion will be held in Virginia City 
Sept. 25 with Registration from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Elks Hall.

The Service Officers School will 
be held at 11 a.m. in the Elk’s Club 
with luncheon at noon.

An Executive Board meeting will 
be held at the Elks Club beginning 
at 1 p.m., and at 1:45 the business 
meeting of Mining District 6 with 
District 6 Commander, Hal 
Manson in charge will take place.

The business meeting of the 
American Legion Auxiliary with 
District 6 Unit President, Shirley 
Rand in charge, begins at 1:45. A 
recess will be called at 3:15; and at 
3:30 the meeting will be recon
vened with adjournment at 4:30.

Highway Bid
WASHINGTON (AP) -  Rep. 

DickShoup, R-Mont., Monday said 
a Seattle, Wash., firm has beat 
awarded a ‘$9,873,221 contract for 
relocating two sections of Mont. 37 
around the reservoir that will be 
created by Libby Dam.

Shoup said the contract stipu
lates relocating 12.8 miles of high
way, including two bridges, and 
was', awarded to the Stewart- 
Erickson Co.

First Practice Sept. 25 
For Punt, Pass & Kick

The annual Pass, Punt and Kick 
Contest, directed by Bob Edgar of 
Elliott Ford Sales is getting closer, 
with registration deadline Oct. 1 
and the annual practice clinic set 
for Saturday, Sept. 25 at Vigilante 
Field.

Registrations for the com
petition, which is sponsored in 
Southwestern Montana by Elliott 
Ford Sales, continue to roll in. The 
contest is for boys from eight 
through 13 from anywhere in 
Beaverhead and Madison and 
Jefferson Counties.

The contest winds up with final 
eliminations at the NFL Super 
Bowl Game in New Orleans Jan. 
16, 1972. Any boy who can kick, 
pass or punt a football and meet

the age requirements is more than 
welcome to compete, Edgar said.

Participants compete only 
against boys their own age. Any 
boy, eight through 13 may register 
to compete at Elliott Ford. There is 
no entrance fee and no body con
tact during the competition. No 
special equipment is needed and 
participation does not impair a 
boy’s amateur standing.

Scoring is based on accuracy and 
range, with one point added for 
every foot of punting, passing and 
kicking distance and a point 
subtracted for every foot off a 
center line.

The local PP and K contest takes 
place at 10 a.m. Qct. 2 at Vigilante 
Field, according to Edgar.

A spokesman for Montana 
consumers told the White House 
today, “Wall Street took a $30 
billion paper profit and 
agricultural prices were frozen at 
a 30-year low as a result of the 
wage-price freeze and other 
economic dictuma.”

Clyde Jarvis, president of the 
Consumer Affairs Council in 
Helena, aired his criticism in a 
letter tq l$rs. Virginia Rnauer, 

^’»•speefaf''assistant tv president 
Nixon for consumer affairs.

“It was Unfortunate that con
sumer groups, labor and 
agriculture weren't consulted prior 
to the wage-price enactment,” 
Jarvis told Mrs. Knauer.

“A freeze of profits and interest 
rates certainly would have done 
more for agriculture and the 
average consumer,” he continued.

“ A l t h o u g h  w h o l e s a l e  
agricultural prices are excluded, 
they are in reality frozen at the 60 
per cent of parity level — the 
lowest they have been in more than 
30 years.

“But, it seems the wage-price 
freeze was shaped well by business 
and investment leaders, because 
the stockmarket gained more than 
$30 billion in paper profits.

Millions of dollars were skim
med off in profits by traders.

The Wall Street Journal says 
most corporations are in such good 
financial position there will be 
little or no shrinkage in profits, 
despite the freeze on prices.

“ It would seem that wages, 
prices, profits, interests, stocks, 
bonds, etc., should be considered 
individually by an office such as 
the old Office of Price Ad
ministration so no single segment 
could profit at the expense of 
another,” Jarvis advised the White 
House.

Emphasizing he was hopeful 
something beneficial for the total

economy could result from the 
post-freeze period, the Montana 
consumer leader said that period 
“actually should be a continued 
freeze because as long as we are 
involved in foreign m ilitary 
commitments we are actually in a 
wartime economy.

Many industries supplying the 
military have profited greatly 
from the cost-plus contracts 
geperously awarded by the federal 
govemmentf”

In considering what should be 
done, Jarvis asked that the Ad
ministration reflect "on what’s 
good for all Americans.”

48 Teams of Ropers 
In Holland Ranch Event

The annual team-roping event at 
the Holland Ranch took place 
Saturday and Sunday With 48 
teams competing in eight goes and 
a final.

Ropers entered from Montana, 
Idaho, W y o m in g .^ '^e v a d a , 
Washington and\£olorado with Val 
and C. D. Christensen of Rupert, 
Idaho taking home the fop average 
time of 158.6 seconds.

The following place winners in 
the average time.were, in order of 
placing, Ted • and -Bob Isaacs-, 
Wendell, Idaho, 160.8; Dennis

Motes and Willy. Kelton, Cody, 
Wyo., 201.0 seconds; P at Greany, 
Deer . Lodge and Don Tidwell, 
POlson, 228.2.

TWo teams.reqording the fastest 
time for Saturday, 7.7 seconds 
.were Chad fend Todd Holland of 
Dillon and Larry Motes and Lloyde 
Billy df Coty, wyo.

Cowgirls were.also on hand both 
days; competing in barrel races. 
Donna Smith Rouse of Dillon took 
top time Saturday with 10.9. Violet 
Moltich of Sheridan had the fastest 
time .Sunday, a 20.6.

Sunday competition again had 48 
teams, with four goes and a  final.. 
steer.

Top day money was split b ytw o • 
teams, for identical times of 61.S on c 
five steers, Lee and Leo Woodbury 
of Geyser, .Mont., ‘ and Val 
Christensen with Frank Widner of 
Rupert, Idaho. >

Third day money went to Bob 
> Robinson of Tuttle; Idaho and Bob 
Isaacs from Wendell for their time 
of 77.9. Leo Woodbury roping With 
Tidwell took fourth with *88.9.

Produce
Growing

Rttth Berthelson of Lima stands inside the “Covered Garden” she and 
her husband Ken built to stretch the growing season at the high 
altitude southwesternMontana community. Hie Berthelson‘8 project 
has let . them continue picking and eating fresh garden produce 
although other gardens in and around Lima have suffered (Tom frost 
and early snowfall.

Farmers 
To Meet 
President

SHELBY (AP) -  F arm ers, 
ranchers and others in northern 
Montana carrying large scoop 
shovels are planning to greet 
President Richard Nixon when he 
visits Kalispeil on Saturday.

Hie demonstration is planned to 
show Nixon ‘‘the depressing, 
strangling effect the West Coast 
dock strike has on Montana’s farm 
economy, the loss of export 
markets and low grain prices,” 
said John Lyon of Shelby, an 
organizer of the proposed 
demonstration.

Nixon is scheduled to land at the 
Kalispeil airport enroute to Alaska 
where he will meet with Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito. The President 
plans to take an aerial tour of 
Glacier National Park, the un
completed Libby Dam project and 
nearby Hungry Horse Dam.

Lyon, a co-owner of Shelby radio 
station KSEN and Republican 
state senator, said the demon
stration is supported by several 
large Montana farm organizations.

He said agricultural people from 
the eastern part of Montana will 
gather in Shelby at 6 a.m. and will 
join the caravan as it heads for the 
Kalispeil airport 160 miles to the 
west.

Earl Grove 
Funeral Rites 
On Wednesday

SHERIDAN — Funeral services 
for Earl T. Grove,. 78, of Sheridan 
will be Wednesday at 2 in Marsh 
Funeral Home.

The Rev. John Rice will officiate. 
Burial will be in Sheridan 
Cemetery.

Mr. Grove died Sunday in the 
Sheridan Hospital. ,

He was'born in Pennsylvania on 
Nov. 17,1892, and attended schools 
in St. Louis. He -later moved to 
California to work. He worked in 
other western states before coming 
to Sheridan about 1950. He was a 
painter.
' Mr, Grove was an active sup
porter of Little League and Babe 
Ruth baseball clubs..

He is survived by a sister,,. 
Kathleen tiivens of St. Louis, and a 
son, William.


