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Pine Butterfly 
In Bitterroot

Pine butterflies are being 
sighted in the Bitterroot and 
Missoula Valleys, Wayne E . 
Bousfield, Forest Service en
tomologist in tyissoula reports. 

Bousfield is in the forest insect

section of the Northern Region explained 
headquarters Division of State &
Private Forestry.

“ Tbe butterflies are hovering 
around ponderosa pines and will be 
laying their eggs soon,”  Bousfield

State Pesticides 
Head

Montana’s Commissioner o f 
Agriculture George Lackman of 
Helena, has announced the ap
pointment of Gary L. Gingery of 
Helena, as the administrator of the 
Department o f Agriculture’ s 
Pesticide Control Division.

According to Lackman, 
Gingery’s responsibilities under 
the Montana Pesticides Act of 1971 
will be to administer the 
registration, use, sale and ap
plication o f pesticides within 
Montana.

Prior to his appointment, 
Gingery was the project ad
ministrator o f the Pesticide 
Demonstration Program for the 
Montana Department o f Health.

While with the department, he 
was instrumental in the 
development of a pesticide usage 
profile in Montana and in obtaining 
information for the department on 
pesticide induced poisonings.

Gingery was raised in West 
Glacier and attended schools in 
Columbia Falls. He received a B.S. 
Degree in biological sciences from 
Montana State University in 1966.

Gingery is a past treasurer for 
the Montana Environmental 
Health Association and is currently 
a member of the Research Com
mittee for the National En
vironmental Health Association.

Mr. and Mrs. Gingery along with 
their four children reside at 5395 
North Montana Avenue in Helena.

white butterfly 
has completed its feeding period on 
the ponderosa pine. A few adults 
are already in flight.”

Adults are white with black wing 
markings. The wing span is about 
l-%  inches. Their emerald green 
eggs are attached to the needles in 
clusters. Next spring they will 
hatch into larvae which feed on the 
pinè needles. “ Where the larvae 
are numerous,”  Bousfield said, 
“ they strip the trees of their 
needles .”

Infestations are more severe this 
summer than in previous years. 
Some ponderosa stands in the 
Bitterroot Valley show evidence of 
feeding injury.

“ The infestation is being 
monitored by the Insect and 
Disease Branch of the Northern 
Region headquarters Division of 
State & Private Forestry to 
determine if parasites or other 
natural factors will check the 
population.”

Location May Shift
WASHINGTON (AP) -  Rep. 

John Melcher, D-Mont., said the 
celebration of the national parks 
centennial on Yellowstone Na
tional Park’s  100th birthday may 
be' shifted back to that park.

Sawtooth Recreation Area 
Approved by House Group
WASHINGTON (AP) — A House 

Interior subcommittee approved 
today a bill to-establish a 541,000- 
acre Sawtooth National Recreation 
area in Idaho. >

The bill also, would designate 
209,000 additioiiel acres as a na
tional wilderness area.

Rep. James A. McClure, R- 
Idaho, said he hopes the full In
terior Committee will consider his 
bill Oct. 20.

He said the measure, as ap
proved by the parks and recreation 
subcommittee, calls for regulation

of all present surface mining 
operations and a ban on future 
claim filing in the recreation area.

McClure said he is seeking to 
apply the same mining restrictions 
in the proposed wilderness area, 
which is now designated as the 
Sawtooth Primitive area.

But he said he was outvoted by 
the subcommittee which decided to 
permit the application of 
restrictions o f the National 
Wilderness Preservation Act. This 
would perm it exploration and 
mining in the proposed wilderness

Winter Wheat Seeding 
Making Good Progress

Winter wheat seeding made good 
progress the past week with 80 per 
cent o f the acreage planted ac
cording to the Montana Crop and 
Livestock Reporting Service.

Montana enjoyed favorable 
planting weather until near the end 
of the week when rain and snow in 
the southcentral and southeastern 
districts interrupted planting.

Hie northern border counties are 
still short of topsoil moisture. 
Farmers in thiB area are seeding in 
soil that Is fairly dry and are 
hoping for rains soon.

Five per cent of the state’s 
winter wheat is reported with 
excellent germination, 45 per cent 
good, 45 per cent fair, and 5 per 
cent poor.

Corn silage is 90 per cent har
vested.

Harvesting of dry beans made 
good progress and is now 80 per 
cent complete.

Potato digging has been moving 
right along and 15 per cent of the

Rats Killing 
Own Fleas 
Cut Plague

WASHINGTON (AP) -  Agri
culture Department research 
scientists say they may have found 
a way to reduce bubonic plague, 
still a threat'in parts of the-world, 
by coaxing rats to kill their own 
fleas.

Rat fleas are major carriers of 
the plague, spreading it from the 
rodents to humans.

Agricultural" Research 'Service 
scientists have bean ex
perimenting with' a new type,of 
fodd balt . containing insecticide 
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acreage has been dug.
Sugarbeet lifting is getting well 

underway with 5 per cent of the 
beets out.

. Calves are somewhat light, after 
a hot, dry summer in most areas of 
the state. Calves and lambs are 
coming off summer ranges a little 
lighter than normal.
. Twenty-five per cent o f the 
■calves are reported lighter than 
normal, 70 per cent the same as 
normal and 5 per cent heavier than 
normal.

Fifteen per cent of the lambs are 
lighter, 80 per cent are the same as 
normal and 5 per cent are heavier 
than normal,

Fifty-five per cent of the range 
cattle and sheep have been moved 
from summer ranges.

The Weather Summary for week 
ending Oct. 4 reported the third 
consecutive week of cool weather 
as temperatures averaged 3 to 10 
degrees below normal. Warming 
occurred during the weekend.

A major storm caused heavy 
rain and snow over southern 
Montana Thursday—Saturday.

Heaviest amounts fell over the 
southeastern Division as up to 14 
inches of snow and 4 inches of 
moisture caused damage to utility 
line?; Only light precipitation fell 
elsewhere.

The Southwestern Montana 
Stockgrower’s Association has this 
date donated to the American 
National Cattlemen’s Association 
the sum of $1,000.

President Byron Bayers has 
made the statement that “ ANCA is 
one of the . few national': 
organizations that Is trying to 
further the cause o f  the stockman 
and we o f . the' 'Southwestern 
M o n t a n a  S t o  c k g r o w e r s  
Association feel fortunate .that we 
can help this cause with this 
substantial donation/’ .

The ■ Southwestern Montana 
Stockgrow er's Association is 
comprised of members from the
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million from the first nine 
o f 1970.

Tbe net of $81,169,525 was lef 
after refunding $9.3 million for 
overpayment of withholding taxes 
on income and for tares paid, on 
gasoline not used on the highway.

Largest increases in the' first T 
three quarters of 1971 over the 
comparable period last year were 
in withholding tax collections, tijp v 
$3.5 million; inheritance taxes, u p / 
$2/2 million; cigarette taxes,
$1.8 million; metal mines tajt/úp '' 
$537,633; - and fuel taxes'; -up 
$993,366.

Over-all, before any refunds, 
state-tax collections totaled $90.5 
million in the first nine months of 
1971, up $9.8 million from the 
comparable 1970 period.

But for the month of September 
alone, the Board of Equalization 
said state taxes netted $5.6 million.

Pine Beetle 
Infestation

■Pine Beetle infestation many years ago resulted in this stark snag 
standing in the snow-covered Beaverhead Forest. Foresters found 
numerous dead snags intermixed with large timber pine and Lodge 
Pole pine. The snags were killed b y  Mountain Pine Beetles during an 
insect epidemic in the ’30s. In some areas the fallen snags may be two 
or three feet deep. (Photo by Orville Grossarth, Beaverhead National 
Forest Multiple Use Coordinator).

Avoid Winter Injury to Trees, 
Shrubs and Other Plant Growth

There are a. number of things 
home owners still can do to prevent 
winter injury to trees, shrubs and 
other plants, reminded Dr. Robert 
C. Carlstrom, Extension plant 
pathologist at Montana State 
University.

Carlstrom said winter injury 
results from two conditions—frosts 
and freezes when plants are 
growing in the spring or fall, and 
winter drought when plants are 
semi-dormant and fail to get 
adequate moisture.

Low temperatures are not the 
.most important factor in winter 
injury, Carlstrom said. When the 
low temperatures occur, and how 
fast tem peratures change, in
fluence type and severity of winter 
injury more than mere cold.

Injury is likely if near-zero 
weather hits before the tissues of 
trees, shrubs and other plants 
become hardened by exposure to 
moderate cold. This occurs with 
evergreens as well as with 
deciduous plants.

It is aggravated by late-summer 
application of nitrogen fertilizer or 
late-season watering which 
prolongs growth and keeps plants 
from “ hardening”  for winter.

C arlstrom  recom m en d ed  
holding up water after Sept. 1, but 
soaking shrubs and trees just 
before the first hard freeze (late 
October or early November) to 
provide winter moisture.

Prolonged warm winter spells— 
particularly if followed-by extreme 
cold—cause winter injury, par-

“. -HU.i ./<«<*> VT'tW areathrough 1983.
The bill would authorize $30 

million for land acquisition and 
development.

About 721,000 acres of the two 
areas are federally-owned. The 
remaining land is owned by the 
state and individuals.

The areas encompass parts of 
the Sawtooth, Boulder and White 
Clouds Mountains in south central 
Idaho.

Sens. LCn Jordan, R-Idaho, and 
Frank Church, D-Idaho, are 
sponsoring a similar Senate bill.

Ice Cream Has 
Lower
Montana ice  cream  .plants 

manufactured 180,000 gallons of 
regular ice cream in August—15 
pel cent less than last year.

Production fell 12 per cent below 
July 1971, showing a more than 
usual July to August decline.

Low fat ice cream output (in
cluding ice  m ilk) follow ed a 
similar pattern, with an even 
stronger 30 per cent reduction from 
July. August production at 100,000 
gallons was 12 per cent below last 
year.

August butter production moves 
above last year as Montana 
creameries churned 215,000 pounds 
of butter in August, 4 per cent more 
than a year earlier.

Production was down seasonally 
10 per cent below July.

American cheese production at 
330,000 pounds in August was down 
seasonally from July, but was 59 
per cent above a year ago.

Creamed cottage cheese output 
at 400,000 pounds in August 
declined 7 per cent from ,July. 
Compared with last year, 
production was up 4 per cent.

Montana dairy product 
manufacturing plants used 407,000 
pounds of milkfat to make butter, 
ice cream and American cheese in 
August 1971—lip e r  cent more than 
last year.

Egg production is above a year 
earlier as Montana poultry flocks 
produced 22.0 million eggs in 
August.

This is the same as last month 
but 2 m illion ' eggs more than

ffVA-*
’ August 1970.

Egg prices are up 2 cents per 
dozen and Montana poultrymen 
received an average of 35 cents per 
dozen for all eggs sold at mid- 
August.

This was 5 cents under a year 
earlier but 2 cents more than on 
July 15, 1971.

The egg-feed ratio (pounds of 
feed equal in value to one dozen 
eggs) was 7.0 on August 15. This 
compares .with 8.6 a year earlier 
and 6.7 on July 15 this year.

Wheat Quality 
High in State

GREAT FALLS (AP)-M ontana 
produces the top quality wheat in 
the nation and the Montana Wheat 
Research and Marketing Com
mission has made this known in the 
grain markets o f the world, the 
commission was told Tuesday.

George Lackman,^ Montana 
commissioner of agriculture, said 
Montana ranks fourth in 
production o f wheat in the nation 
and is second in acreage available 
for crop use — but a leader in 
quality.

He added that the West Coast 
dock strike has caused a severe 
setback for the work of the state 
commission in advancing the high 
quality wheat in the world market. 
Lackman said the loss may never 
be recovered.

ticularly to plants such as rasp
berries in which the rest period can 
be broken at quite low tem
peratures.

Winter sunscald usually occurs 
on bright, cold winter days when 
the sun warms surface tissues to 
above freezing, followed by rapid 
freezing at night.

This usually occurs on the south 
or southwest bark of trees, par
ticularly fruit trees. The injured 
bark becomes discolored. Tissues 
may dry out and shrink to loosen 
the bark so open cankers can form, 
Carlstrom said.

Apple trees, mountain ash, sweet 
cherries, rose bushes and rasp
berries are highly susceptible to 
winter injury in Montana. Sunny 
exposures increase likelihood and 
severity of injury.

Evergreens require water in 
winter to replace moisture tran
spired through needles.

Winter drought injury usually 
shows up in late winter or early 
spring as reddish-brown needle 
discoloration. Buds m ay be 
damaged or kiU^d in , addition .to,,

warm, sunny winter periods when 
soil temperatures are |ow, in
cluding “ chinooks”  followed by 
severe cold.

Evergreens cannot obtain suf
ficient water from frozen soil 
during warm winter periods when 
heat and sunlight stimulate 
needles into activity.

Carlstrom said Douglas fir, 
western cedar and blue spruce are 
quite sensitive to winter injury, 
while junipers are fairly resistant.

Cut-leaf birch, ornamental 
willows and other deciduous trees, 
like most evergreens, are sensitive 
to shortage of winter moisture and 
plant ce ll dam age, Carlstrom 
explained.

Lawns grass or cover crops help 
use excess water, and fertilizer, to 
help induce trees and shrubs to 
enter dormancy. Lawns around 
trees should be watered on ly  
lightly in the fall so that the grass 
wUl use most o f the water.

In addition to fall irrigation to 
provide winter moisture after 
plants harden, it may be advisable 
to water during winter periods 
when weather is warm and the soil 
dry and not frozen, Carlstrom said.

He recom m ended wind 
protection for plantings exposed to 
winds, especially upright junipers, 
pyramidal arborvitae and small 
trees not well established.

Boards or other materials can be 
placed to shade the south or south
west side o f young trees, or trunks 
can be sprayed or painted with

whitewash or special paint to 
prevent sunscald.

Raspberries can be protected 
from winter injury by bending 
canes over and covering them with 
four inches o f soil or nine inches of 
straw, applied after plants become 
dormant but before hard freeze, 
and removed before spring growth 
starts, Carlstrom said.

Winter injury also can be 
reduced by providing adequate 
water during the growing season 
and spring application of 
nitrogenous fertilizers.

Certain varieties of trees and 
shrubs cannot withstand Montana 
winter temperatures, and even
tually will be severely injured or 
killed even if they survive some 
mild winters.

Information on plants suitable 
for various areas of Montana is 
available at county Extension 
offices or from the MSU hor
ticulture department, Bozeman.

Attend Meet
MF, ^and J Mrs: “ Dick Rankin 

tfeturnedoMfon&lyij from Spokane, 
Wash.,'where they, with 1,800 other 
Realtors and their wives/ attended 
the Five-state Realtors Convention 
at the Ricfoath Hotel Sept. 29 
through Oct. 3.

C E N T U R Y
\  M F G .  CO.

Stockgrowers Donate 
To Cattleman's Group

counties of Madison, Beaverhead, 
Jefferson, Gallatin and Silver Bow 
and humbere some 200 members.

During 
Sept. & Oct.
10% off

on all types 
of glass
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Revolutionary

New
Welder

( - ' ■*■ 11 ; '  >, ‘
R ep laces '' Eleven metal 
working tools. Saves you time 
andmoney. see and try It at 
Free Welding Clinic, 7:30 
P.M., October n ,  to il at 
Montana^ > Pow er Garage, 
Register before Monday, 
October 11th for attendance 
,prizes. '
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