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SNOWY OBSTACLE COURSE—surrounds the pool and bath house at 
Elkhorn Hot Springs. The hot pools are filled, and visitors may swim 
“ at their own risk.”  The building, with its icy fringe, is heated by an oil 
stove and tempts the braver souls into the water. Mrs. Warren Hen-

• Healthy Mothers Must Work

schel, who manages the resort with her husband, says there are quite 
a few winter swimmers, including two women past retirement age, 
who insist they feel great after a swim. (Sue Terrill Photo)

Nixoft Signs Welfare Bill
WASHINGTON (AP) -  Pres

ident Nixon has signed into law a 
bill initiated by congressional 
conservatives which requires 
many healthy welfare mothers to 
work or accept job training.

Critics .o f ¿be „measure. ,say~  
Nixon’s signature kills any 
chances for enactment of the other 
key parts o f the President’ s 
welfare reform plan: a guaranteed 
annual incom e and welfare

benefits for low-incom e job 
holders.

The bill Nixon signed at the 
Florida White House Tuesday 
during the congressional recess 
goes into effect July 1. It makes it 
mandatory for many o f the 2,6 
million parents in the controversial 
aid to families with dependent 
children program to sign up for 
available jobs or training.

Only the aged, the sick or

disabled, those in school or 
mothers of children under school 
age are exempted.

The measure, attached as an 
amendment to a larger bill, was 
quietly passed by the House and 
Senate Dee. 15 with little debate or 
advance notice.

Welfare administrators say the 
problem is not finding welfare 
recipients to sign up for jobs, but 
finding any jobs at all for those who

Free Land For Work
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -  If 

you are unemployed, but would 
fike to earn your way and don’t 
mind working hard, die State of 
Oklahoma has a proposition for 
you.

The state Office of Economic 
Opportunity is looking for 300 
families it plans to set up with 10- 
acre fruit farms and minimum 
incomes of $7,000 a year.

If the program is successful, 
several thousand more Oklahoma 
families will receive the same deal 
within five years.

Gov. David Hall stresses that thè 
program requires hard physical 
labor and perseverance.

To acquire title to 10 acres in 
southeastern Oklahoma you have 
to clear the land of black jack and 
scrub oak.

The OEO will provide free use of 
chain saws and other equipment 
for clearing, plus instructions on 
how to run thé equipment. Then the 
OEO will help grade the land and 
provide tfines and trees for an 
orchard. OEO officials say the 
orchards will produce at least 
$7,000 a year for each family in the 
program.

The state agency will provide 
instructions and assist in getting 
the operation started.

The OEO will offer temporary 
housing during the clearing and, 
later, will assist in obtaining 
financing for a lo-cost, modern 
home on the farm site.

To qualify, you must earn less 
than the federal poverty guideline, 
which ranges from $1,600 for a 
farm family of one to $5,600 for a

nonfarm family of seven. You also 
must receive some type o f sub
sistence income, such as welfare 
assistance, Social Security or a 
private pension.

The subsistence incom e is 
necessary because first-year in
come from a berry crop will total 
only about $1,500 per family. In 
addition, the OEO will offer $200 
per month for part-time work 
clearing land on adjoining 
property.

In the third year a family can 
expect an income of $7,000 or above 
with a fully producing orchard, 
officials estimate.

OEO Director Rex Sparger has 
obtained 3,100 acres nine miles 
east of Stringtown to accommodate 
approximately 310 of the vineyards 
and fruit orchards.

Anaconda Co.Official 
Charges EPA's Rights

HELENA (AP) -  John B. M. 
Place, president of the Aanconda 
Co. has charged that testimony 
given by the federal En
vironmental Protection Agency in 
support of Montana’s strict sulfur 
pollution standards went beyond 
the agency’s responsibility.

Place, in a letter to William D.

Ruckelshaus, director of the EPA 
said a statement given by George 
W. Walsh of the EPA’s Durham, 
N.C. office did not reflect the 
agency’s views and went far afield 
from environmental con 
siderations into econom ics, 
financing and copper pricing.

Waslh’s statement was read at a

Pfizer Co. Gets 
Tax Money Back

will or are able to work.
In signing the bill, Nixon ac

knowledged it amounts to 
something less than half a loaf.

The welfare system, he said, “ is 
yet in need of reform.”

“ Further economic incentives 
must be provided to keep families 
together, rather than to break 
them apart; to encourage welfare 
recipients to take jobs rather than 
to d iscourage them from  
working,”  Nixon said.

But he said the work-incentive 
measure “ represents a significant 
step in the direction of welfare 
reform.”

At the same time, he called for 
quick congressional passage of the 
rest of his welfare proposals.

The work-incentive plan closely 
parallels a portion of Nixon’s over
all bill, now stalled in the Senate 
Finance Committee after passing 
the House. The Senate is expected 
to take up the bill after it re
convenes Jan. 18.

Finance Chairman Russell B. 
Long, D-La., strongly opposes a 
provision calling for a guaranteed 
minimum annual income of $2,400 
for a family of four.

Southern Democrats say the 
guaranteed income, based on a 
sliding scale according to family 
size, would encourage illegitimate 
births. Some liberals also oppose 
the over-all bill, saying it is not 
generous enough.

VIRGINIA CITY—Pfizer, Inc., 
of Dillon was awarded a $72,500 
refund Wednesday in taxes paid to 
Madison County under protest in 
the years of 1969-70-71. A total of 
$221,840.11 was paid under protest 
for those years.

The civil case came before Judge 
Frank E. Blair last Oct. 20, to 
determine the “ cut off”  point for 
mining talc and where 
manufacturing begins.

The Pfizer company, a Delaware 
corporation, owns a talc mine in 
Madison County and hauls the raw 
talc to Barretts, Beaverhead 
County for processing into 99 plus 
per cent pure talc.

The Pfizer company claimed the 
taxes were illegal assessment and 
named Madison County Treasurer 
and the State Board of 
Equalization as defendants.

By agreement of both parties 
last October $119,340.17 was 
released from the protested tax 
fund and the Madison County 
treasurer was ordered by the court 
to distribute that amount to 
various funds. Judge Blair con
tinued the case at that time, for 
study of briefs,

In reaching his decision, Judge 
Blair slated there was no 
precedent to go by as no such case 
concerning talc had ever come 
before a court as far as he could 
determine.

April 22, 1969 the State Board of 
Equalization “ rejected  the

Woman Burned 
In House Fire

DILLON—Mrs. Larry Chaffin 
was burned slightly in a fire at her 
ranch home south of Dillon 
Tuesday afternoon, which was 
caused by exploding cleaning fluid. 
Mrs. Chaffin was treated at 
Barrett Hospital emergency room 
and released with burns on her 
face and arms.

The Dillon Volunteer Fire 
Department was summoned to the 
ranch, but Larry Chaffin had the 
fire under control with a garden 
hose when they arrived.

The kitchen cupboards and 
linoleum were burned and there 
was smoke damage throughout the 
house;

valuation by the Pfizer company of 
its product as ‘raw talc ore’ , and 
instead decided to assess the net 
proceeds of the com pany's 
operation on the basis of the gross 
value of all talc as actually 
marketed.”  Several hearings were 
held before the State Board of 
Equalization since that date.

The talc company pointed out 
they had acquired the mines in 
Madison County in 1966. At that 
lime the talc mined in Madison 
County was processed at Barretts 
by the Tri-State Minerals where it 
was sorted, crushed, washed and 
classified by means of machines, 
leaving a pure mineral talc.

The Pfizer Company also 
acquired that company in 1966. 
They bought and dismantled mills 
in Utah and moved portions of 
them to Barretts in 1966 and 
constructed new mills consisting of 
roller mill, hammer mill, and jet 
mill, and a calcining operating to 
reduce the size of the talc. It is then 
99 per cent pure. The Pfizer 
Company claims this is the end of 
the mining activities.

The product made at Barretts is 
used in many industries: paint 
m anufacturing, polishing rice , 
cosm etics, plastics, ceram ics, 
glass, salami making and for pitch 
control in paper making as well as 
many more products.

Judge Blair states in the “ Trial 
Court’s Basis of Decision”  that 
when you mine for gold or copper, 
the ore is treated at a con
centration plant or sm elter, 
completing the mining process. 
That is the basis for his decision as 
to the “ cut o ff”  point between 
mining and manufacturing. Other 
metals are offered for manufac
turing various products after that 
refining of the raw ore.

In his statement he set the clear 
market value of $22 per ton for the 
pure talc. He also stated that "no 
criticism can be leveled at the 
Board of Equalization for its 
position since it involves a question 
of first impression in the state. It is 
a question to be solved and sub
mitted finally to our highest court 
and there is no criticism to be 
leveled at either side in this case.”

Judge Blair believes the talc set 
aside for manufactured products in 
Beaverhead County is property 
and as such is subject to tax under 
slate law.

public hearing Dec. 15 in Helena on 
a petition by Anaconda and the 
American Smelting & Refining Co., 
asking the Montana Board of 
Health to drop its strict sulfur 
emission and ambient air stan
dards and adopt the more lenient 
EPA ambient air standards.

Place wrote to Ruckelshous and 
asked for a personal meeting “ to 
learn from you directly whether or 
not the views expressed by this 
EPA employe (Walsh) do reflect 
those you hold and endorse.

“ Based on our review of the laws 
and regulations governing your 
agency in the relevant area, we 
cannot believe that these views 
reflect EPA policy,” he said.

Place sent copies of his letter to 
Ruckelshaus to Mrs. Rita Sheehy, 
Billings, chairman of the Montana 
Bord of Health, and other mem
bers.

“ If you or any members of the 
board of health are disposed to give 
weight whatever to the 
freewheeling statement of Mr. 
Walsh of the EPA, I ask that you 
reserve judgment in that regard 
until it is determined whether Mrs. 
Walsh's views truly reflect those of 
EPA,” he said in his letter to Mrs. 
Sheehy.

“ I will promptly inform you and 
the other board members of what I 
learn,”  Place said of his planned 
meeting with Ruckelshaus.

Place said he sent copies of 
Walsh’s statment to ‘ Commerce 
Secretary Maurice Stans; Interior 
Secretary Rogers C.B. Morton; 
George P. Schultz, President 
Nixon’s budget director; Montana 
Sens. Mike Mansfield and Lee 
Metcalf and Reps. John Melcher, 
D-Mont., and Richard Shoup, R- 
Mont., and others.

“ They will surely not fail to 
respond to the chilling implication 
in the (Walsh) statement on pages 
12 and 13 concerning your agency’s 
apparent insistence on direct state 
takeover authority o f industry in 
certain c ircu m stan ces,”  P lace 
wrote Ruckelshaus.

“ Nor should they have difficulty 
understanding how disturbing to us 
was the sweeping economic and 
financial analysis of the Anaconda 
Co. Mr. Walsh advanced on pages 
15 and 16," he said.

Six Arrested 
With Bad Money

DENVER (AP) -  Six men were 
arrested at Logan Airport in 
Billings, Mont., Tuesday night and 
charged with possession of 
counterfeit $20 bills, the Secret 
Service d isclosed here today. 
About 140,000 In the bogus federal 
reserve notes were recovered, an 
agent said.

Agents identified the six as: Bill 
Williams, 39; Jim Farrell, 28; and 
Mark London, 35; all o f Chicago; 
Randall Virgo, 25, o f Denver; 
Edward J. Ploss, 38, o f Denver’s 
suburban Aurora; and Charles 
Flohr of Billings.
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^W H ITE -CA PPE D  FIR SEEDLING—casts a strong shadow against 
vtthe winter snow as it peeks out at the winter world. H ie little tree, on 

Beaverhead National Forest, is getting the winter moisture needed for 
Cjtarvival and growth during the summer season. H ie tiny limbs seem 
Rto be reaching for the winter sun.r sun. (Sue Terrill Photo)

No Relative 
Rule Proposed

HELENA (AP) -  A Con
stitutional Convention subcom 
mittee has recommended that 
nepotism be ruled out in the hiring 
of the convention staff.

The subcommittee of the Ad- 
minitration Committee proposed a 
rule that no relative of a con
vention delegate can be hired 
except for the honorary posts of 
pages.

The recommendation Tuesday 
must be approved by the full 
committee.

The subcom m ittee also rec
ommended persons for key staff 
jobs and some, but not all, of the 
required number o f stenographers, 
clerks and typists. A staff of ap
proximately 65 at full strength is 
contemplated.

In addition, the subcommittee 
recom m ended that the Rules 
Committee adopt a rule that all 
persons hired must be approved by 
all loo delegates.

It also was proposed to retain the 
entire staff of the Montana Con
stitution Convention Commission, 
including its researchers who. will 
act as committee counsels.

A’ majority o f the subcommittee 
recom m ended hiring Miss 
Elizabeth Harrison,for the post of 
public information director at a 
¡suggested salary of $30 daily.

Miss Harrison handled public 
relations for the Department of 
Pueblic Instruction from 1959 to 
1968.
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WARM STEAM RISES—from the snow-surrounded hot water pool as 
two winter swimmers play, The white frosted trees look down on the

pools and the over boots left poolside by one o f the swimmers after his J  
walk from the dressing room. (Sue Terrill Photo)
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