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Kansas Girl 
Wins Contest

FARM & RANCH

Debbie Fox, a talented cattle 
showman and a pretty 15-year-old 
Angus breeder from Cambridge, 
Kan., was named winner of the 
Seventh Annual National Junior 
Angus Showmanship Contest Aug. 
8 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Itie daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Fox, Debbie is the 
youngest contestant to win the 
contest and the second girl winner. 
Die 72 boys and girls in the event 
had won the right to compete in the

Baling Wire 
In Demand, 
But Shortage

LUBBOCK, Tex. (AP) -  While 
many ranchers are looking for
ward to selling their cattle at 
higher prices when the freeze on 
beef is lifted on Sept. 12, another 
crisis is quickly dimming their joy.

A shortage of baling wire and 
cutting time could result in a 
bumper hay crop left to ruin in the 
field, adding still another woe to 
the beef industry.

Melvin Terry, a Lubbock baling 
wire distributor, said he hasn’t had 
baling wire for 30 days and doesn’t 
know when he will get any. He said 
he had received calls from farmers 
as far away as East Texas and 
Oklahoma.

Meanwhile, South Plains far
mers, many of whom are in
dicating record hay crops, say they 
will have to turn their cattle into 
the fields due to the shortage of 
baling wire.

Die shortage also is expected to 
effect future beef prices. Cat
tlemen say if their fall hay crop is 
lost, feedlot owners will be forced 
to buy more expensive grains to 
fatten cattle instead of less ex
pensive hay and alfalfa.

Black m arketeers reportedly 
have been capitalizing on the wire 
shortage by offering scarce sup
plies sometimes at almost 10 times 
the normal cost.

One Lubbock dealer said he has 
received calls from persons of
fering him wire for as much as $100 
per spool. He said the wire usually 
retails for about $14 per spool.

Most Southwestern distributors 
are supplied by CF&I Steel Corp. in 
Pueblo, Colo., and a spokesman 
there confirmed the seriousness of 
the shortage.

“ We have exhausted our 
warehouse supply,” said R.E. 
Yates, director of public relations 
for the Colorado firm, “but we are 
doing everything to meet the 
shortage.”

Yates said CF&I has been 
producing baling wire at max
imum capacity since last fall, and 
will continue to do so into the 
winter season.

He said the manufacture of 
baling wire is usually curbed in the 
winter because the item is 
seasonal.

Yates said last year’s severe 
winter which depleted supplies of 
hay, along with this y e a r’s 
abundant hay crop and the with
drawal of foreign steel producers 
from the baling wire industry, 
combined to cause the shortage.

ASC Has 
Information 
For Stockmen

Livestockmen in the drought- 
stricken areas of Montana are 
using every means available to 
obtain adequate feed for their 
stock. Although requests for a 
Livestock Feed Program hold 
prom ise of grain for sup
plementary feeding, this is not the 
entire answer since roughage is 
also needed, Roy Killenbeck, 
Chairm an of the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
(ASC) State committee said today.

Die chairman said that ASCS 
County offices have been in
structed to act as clearing houses 
to assemble and disseminate in
formation on available hay, straw 
and pasture which may be surplus 
to local needs in some areas where 
growing conditions have been 
favorable.

He suggested that grain farmers 
who have the equipment, bale the 
straw resulting from harvest and 
make it available for sale. If this is 
impractical, he suggests that they 
make it available to livestockmen 
who may be able to arrange to 
have it baled and moved to their 
ranching operations.

Killenbeck also stated that 
farmers having set-aside acreage 
suitable for haying or grazing 
should contact their local ASCS 
office since utilization may more 
than offset the payment reduction 
required by the 1973 wheat and 
feed ghain program.

Dillenbeck emphasized that 
Montana ranchers working 
together can do a great deal to help 
alleviate the financial crisis this 
drought is causing livestock 
producers.

national contest by being named 
the best Angus showmen in their 
respective states. It was held in 
conjunction with the All American 
Aberdeen-Angus Futurity at the 
Kentucky Fair and Exposition 
Center in Louisville, and is 
sponsored by the American Angus 
Association.

Runner-up in the competition 
was Bruce Martin of Fort Cobb, 
Okla. Joyce Markeveys, 
Terryville, Conn, was third. Randy 
Parnell, Auburn, Calif., was fourth 
and Charles Weaver, Peoria, 111., 
was fifth. Miss Fox received a 
special junior trophy and $150 from 
the American Angus Association. 
Die other four top winners were 
awarded specially engraved 
plaques and cash awards, ranging 
from $125 to $50. Every other 
contestant received $35 and a 
national showmanship plaque. The 
top five were also presented 
engraved silver Revere Bowls 
from the American Angus 
Auxiliary.

The 72 contestants, using heifers 
provided by Angus breeders who 
were exhibiting in the Futurity, 
were narrowed down to 15 finalists 
in a runoff contest on Monday, 
Aug. 7. Die top 15 came back the 
next morning to compete for the 
championship. The other 10 
finalists were Albert Stehno, 
Billings, Okla.; Nancy Bathe, De 
Siding, Wyo.; Roy White, Eaton, 
Ohio; Mike Turbok, Deckerville, 
Mich.; Craig Schrader, Columbia 
City, In d .; Melanie Warner, 
Ferriday, La.; Mary Elizabeth 
Smith, Jackson, Tenn.; Joe De 
Borba, Bryon, Calif.; Kenton 
Crum, Richmond, Mo.; and James 
Wylie, Nottingham, Penn.
James Wylie, Nottingham, Penn
sylvania.

Contest judges were Jerry  
F i t z g e r a l d ,  W e b b e r v i l l e ,  
Mich.; Richard Stotts, Childress, 
Texas, and Sam Woody, 
Grayslake, 111. Diey judged the 
showmen on their skill and hand
ling of the animal and its response, 
their ability to follow instructions 
in the ring, use of equipment, 
courtesy and sports
manship and general appearance.

Die boys and girls ranged in age 
from 14 through 20 years of age. 
They were guests of the American 
Angus Association on Sunday 
afternoon for a tour of Churchill 
Downs and other points of interest 
in Louisville, and at a luncheon and 
banquet on Monday, Aug. 6.

•  In Spanish Creek Area

Girl Cowhands

FHA Announces 
Out-Reach Plan

State D irector, R ichard D. 
Smiley announced today that the 
Farmers Home Administration in 
Montana is beginning an out-reach 
program in conjunction with its 
present and new loan 
authorizations granted under the 
Rural Development Act of 1972.

Smiley stated, “We intend to 
make every Montana citizen aware 
of the programs available from the 
Farmers Home Administration to 
develop M ontana’s vast ru ral 
areas. Actually, only two areas in 
Montana will not be effected by an 
FHA program of one kind or 
another. Those two areas, Billings 
and Great Falls, are the only two 
which exceed the population 
restriction legislated under terms 
of the Rural Development Act of 
1972.

“Our out-reach program will 
take the form of seven sub-offices, 
strategically located throughout 
the state to explain and inform the 
people of Montana on the programs 
of Farm ers Home Administration. 
Exact locations of these offices and 
opening dates will depend upon 
training people and getting them 
familiar with our program. It is 
expected that the out-reach offices 
will be located in small towns and 
will also be contact points for 
Montana citizens as well as points 
from which program information 
will spring.

“Our out-reach program is in
tended to be a program to be 
delivered to the people rather than 
a program which Montanans will 
seek out. In other words, we intend 
to go to the people with our 
program.”

Smiley also said that no more 
regular FHA offices will be closed. 
It is expected that the number of 
FHA regular offices will reach a 
total of 24 in a short time. Out
reach offices will be in addition to 
this number.

Postage Stamp 
Depicts Cattle

»■■»■ f» » » i ■ i ^ w m i Additional single stamps in the 
Rural America series will be 
issued in 1974 according to the 
Postal Service.

Smiley also said “we are waiting 
legislative action in many areas 
where our agency has 
authorization to make loans now. 
This legislative action is necessary 
to provide the funds for many of 
our loan programs, particularly 
the new ones under the Rural 
Development Act. He also stated 
we intend to work very closely with 
state and local government as we 
strive to make the concept of ‘New 
Federalism’ work in Montana.”

Creep Feed 
Study Begins

BOZEMAN—Montana State
University has launched a com
parative study of creep feeding of 
calves, designed to test both the 
effectiveness of creep feeding and 
the best type of feed to use.

In charge of the research, 
supported through a $2,500 grant 
from the Peavey Co., is Dr. Oscar 
Thomas, professor of animal 
science. Working with him is 
Roger Brownson, Extension 
livestock specialist.

Thomas said results of the study 
should help both cattlemen and 
feed manufacturers answer two 
frequently-asked questions— 
“Doles creep feeding pay” and “If I" 
creep feed, is whole oats 
satisfactory or should I buy a 
commercial pellet?”

Furnishing cattle and grass for 
the tests are ranchers Jerry and 
Carl Ohs of Harrison.

Diomas said about 100 cows and 
their calves have been divided into 
three groups. One—the control 
group—receives only irrigated 
pasture. The second receives, in 
additon to pasture, whole oats. The 
third’s diet is supplemented with a 
pelleted commercial-type feed.

The feed, form ulated by 
Diomas, contains 40 per cent oats, 
plus such feeds as wheat millrun, 
beet pulp, cottonseed meal, barley 
and molasses.

Die calves were individually 
weighed and ear-tagged at the 
beginning of the trial and will be 
weighed once during the study and 
again at its completion.

Die results, Thomas said, will be 
presented at the 25th annual 
Montana Nurtition Conference 
next February.

BOZEMAN—Montana ranchers 
look for certain qualifications in a 
cowhand. He must be an excellent 
rider and a seasoned stockman. 
Those qualifications haven’t 
changed on the Spanish Creek 
Ranch 20 miles southwest of 
Bozeman—except for one thing. 
Ranch manager Bud Griffith’s 
cowhands are girls.

Stevia Miller and Laurie War- 
field, Montana State University 
animal science majors have found 
the ideal summer job. But it’s ideal 
only if you like to be outdoors, work 
12 hours a day and ride horseback.

Die girls think they’re lucky to 
have found an open-minded em
ployer, but Griffith terms himself 
the lucky one.

“There were several men trying 
for the job but they laicked ex
perience,” he says. “I’d hire girls 
again if I could get them as

Angus bulls with Longhorn cows 
are featured on a single com
memorative eight cent postage 
stamp which will be issued in St. 
Joseph, Mo., Oct. 5, Lloyd D. 
Miller, executive secretary of the 
American Angus Association 
reports.

The stamp, according to an 
announcement by the U.S. Postal 
Service, is the first in a series 
honoring aspects of life in rural 
America. Die issuance will be in 
St. Joseph the day following the 
World Angus Forum Oct. 1-4 in 
Kansas City, Mo., and the 
ceremony will be the first stop on 
the 100th Anniversary National 
Angus Tour. Die first day of issue 
ceremonies will be sponsored 
jointly by the Postal Service and 
the American Angus Association at 
the association’s headquarters in 
St. Joseph.

Die stamp design was adapted 
from a painting by Frank Murphy 
of Chicago, 111. It shows Angus 
bulls from Scotland and native 
American Longhorn cows in a 
prairie setting. The painting was 
commissioned by the Angus 
Association to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the im 
portation of the first Angus bulls 
into the United States. Die first 
four Angus bulls were brought to 
Victoria, Kan., by George Grant to 
cross on Longhorn cows. Grant, a 
wealthy London silk merchant, had 
established an agricultural colony 
near Victoria. Die bulls arrived 
there on May 17, 1873.

The modeler was Frank Waslick 
and the engraver was Joseph S. 
Creamer, Jr., both of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing. Yellow, 
red, green and tan will be applied 
by offset, with blue, black and red 
being added by Giori press. There 
will be one plate number, and there 
will be 50 stamps to a pane.

Collectors desiring first day 
cancellations may request these 
from “Angus Stamp, Postmaster, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 64501,” enclosing 
eight cents per stamp desired and 
with the request postmarked no 
later than Oct. 5.

Payments Change 
Farm Standings

WASHINGTON (AP) -  One of 
the catch-phrases in descriptions 
of the factions within Congress is 
“the farm bloc” of “farm-belt 
congressmen.” „•

What it may mean depends on 
the context and, often, the crop in 
question. On those occasions, 
“grain-producing s ta te s” or 
“citrus states” or “dairy belt” 
might be more accurate 
descriptions.

Other means exist to delineate 
this “farm bloc”-lists of members 
of Congress who are farmers by 
previous occupation, hold 

j proprietary farm or ranch in
terests or have significant cam
paign support from farm 
organizations, for example.

Another way is on the basis of 
income from farming by states.

Virtually all states liave some 
farming interests, with Rhode 
Island and Alaska farmers pro
ducing the least gross income 
nationally.

But solely on the basis of gross 
farm-marketing income, before 
government payments from more 
than a dozen programs, these were 
the top 10 farm states last year, in 
descending order; California, 
Iowa, Texas, Illinois, Kansas, 

j Nebraska, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, Indiana.

Government payments change 
| the standings. For example, North 
Dakota, 26th last year in terms of 
income, was sixth in terms of 
g o v e r n m e n t  p a y m e n t s ;  
Mississippi, 22nd in income, 10th in 
government payments.

California, the richest farm 
state, and Wisconsin were knocked 
out of the top 10 when it included 
g o v er nm e n t-  f a r m - s u p p o r t  
payments.

With the payments considered, 
Colorado — 18th in payments and 
11th in market income — kAocked 
Wisconsin off the top 10, and In
diana moved up one into ninth.

; The top four and Indiana have 
{maintained their positions this

decade, in the marketing column 
and, except for Colorado’s entry 
last year, in the final totals, 
Kansas, Nebraska and Minnesota 
regularly run a statistical cat-and- 
mouse race.

Texas has led the last three 
years in government payments, 
followed last year by Iowa, Kan
sas, Illinois, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Indiana and Mississippi.

Charolais
Produce

qualified as Laurie and Stevia.”
Die girls doctor and move cattle, 

haul mineral and feed, build fence 
and break colts.

“When I see my friends in town 
working in drive-ins or stores, I 
just feel sorry for them,” Laurie 
reflects.

Stevia claims chances of a girl 
getting this job are minimal. “ If 
you get the opportunity, you’d 
better snatch it up.”

Die two 18-year-olds say their 
jobs would be equally difficult for a 
man. Chasing cows all day would 
tire anybody, they maintain.

Die “toughest” part of the job is 
the long days. “When you think of 
loading and unloading seven tons 
of mineral 80 pounds at a time,” 
they say, “ it gets a little 
tiresome.”

Perhaps their boss might have 
had a man build more fence, they

“EASY THERE!”—Breaking colts requires much patience and soft- 
speaking. Cowhand Laurie Warfield, uses a Bolin knotted rope to 
gentle the animal.

A WILD ONE—This bull isn’t going to get his way if Stevia Miller, a 
cowhand on the Spanish Creek Ranch this summer, has anything to 
say about it. Much of the ranch stock is “wild Texas critters,” and 
they keep Stevia on her guard.

HEADIN’ OUT—The two female cowhands on the Spanish Creek 
Ranch this summer—Laurie Warfield and Stevia Miller—head out to 
round up cattle that have broken through a pasture fence.

Small PasturesGREAT FALLS (S p e c ia l )-  
Eaming nine of the top 10 car
casses, steers sired by purebred 
Charolais bulls produced both the 
grand champion and reserve grand 
champion carcasses of the 4-H 
Quality Beef Show of the Great 
Falls State Fair Aug. 4.

The top two carcasses were from 
half brother steers, sired by the 
purebred Charolais bull Bamark 
and .out of commercial Angus 
cows. They were shown by sisters 
Kelly and Jackie DeBruycker of 
Dutton, Mont., daughters of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd DeBruycker, 
Dutton.

Shown by Kelly, 9, the grand 
champion carcass earned a special 
$1,000 1 from  American-
International Charolais Assn, in its 
special awards program. The 691- 
pound carcass produced a 16.7 
square inch ribeye with only two- 
tenths of an inch fat cover. The 
carcass had a 1.0 yield grade.

Die reserve grand champion 
carcass, shown by Jackie, 10, had 
an average ribeye are of 16.5 
square inches with two-tenths inch 
fat cover and yield graded l.l.

Starve Horses
Recently there have been 

reported instances of horses 
starving to death, or nearly 
starving, because of confinement 
in small pastures, where adequate 
forage is not available.

Now, the owning of horses for 
recreation and pleasure purposes 
has been increasing at a rapid rate 
throughout Montana dnd across 
the country, says Roger Brownson, 
Extension Service livestock 
specialist at Montana State 
University. This increase has 
increased the demand for small 
acreages and the leasing of small 
pastures for grazing purposes of 
those horses.

However, a 1,200-pound horse 
doing light work requires from 15 
to 18 pounds of dry forage to 
maintain his body weight. This 
would be an equivalent of 30 to 40 
pounds of grass or pasture,

depending upon the amount of 
moisture in that grass.

Horses confined to small 
acreages also cut out a good deal of 
grass with their hooves when 
moving about for forage. Thus the 
observation of a small amount of 
grass in a pasture does not 
necessarily mean that a horse has 
an adequate amount to eat.

The trained eye can usually tell if 
a horse is being maintained at the 
proper level of nutrition before she 
becomes weak. If there are 
questions as to whether or not your 
horse has adequate nutrition, it 
may be well to contact your local 
county agent, veterinarian or some 
other trained person to advise you 
on the matter. If pasture is not 
available, the energy needs of .the 
horse can be supplemented 
through grains or some com
mercial formulation which can 
stretch pasture.

feel. But with the additional 600 
head of cattle the ranch is running 
this year, Griffith doesn’t think a 
guy would have any more time to 
fence than the girls.

“We’ve done some things that I 
don’t think Griffith would have a 
guy do,” Stevia adds. “Breaking 
colts requires a great deal of extra 
time.”

“And we’re more thorough," 
Laurie adds proudly.

Griffith agrees and says, “The 
gals are more patient than many 
men would be. Brute strength can 
literally break a colt,” he con
tinues. “That’s not what I ’m after.

“These girls have learned to 
work at home,” he says. “I don’t 
have to ride herd on them to be 
certain they’re doing the job.

Sometimes I’ve had men who 
will find a shady spot when the boss 
is away. Not so with these girls.”

Laurie is no stranger to long 
hours or hard work. She comes 
from a 2,500-acre spread near 
Livingston, where her family 
raises Herefords. Stevia, too, has a 
ranch background and her father 
teaches animal science at MSU.

Both girls have been on horse
back for as long as they remember. 
“When.I was three,” says Laurie, 
“I rode the workhorses when my 
dad would feed cattle,” Stevia 
jokes, "I think I’ve been riding 
since I was zero.”

Dieir typical days at Spanish 
Creek begin at six a.m. and they’re 
on the job by seven, moving cattle 
or doctoring in the early hours, 
when heat and flies aren't a big 
problem for their mounts.

Diey think nothing of riding as 
much as 15 miles a day to any point 
on the mountainous 11,000-acre 
Gallatin Canyon stock ranch.

“We ride one horse for three or 
four days and then give him a 
couple days rest,” says Stevia. “ If 
we didn’t, our horses would be 
dead by now."

Griffith, like the girls, enjoys the 
action of roping and doctoring 
animals. Die other day he was 
helping. “I didn’t get a chance to 
get my rope off die saddle,” he 
says, “because they kept me 
hustling. Die girls roped so fast, it 
was all I could do to give 
medicine.”

Stevia laughs, “Die trick to 
catching calves for doctoring is to 
get them tired.”

Die girls doctor, too. Laurie has 
given shots to cows for pinkeye and 
footrot while the boss and Stevia 
“head and heel” —holding the 
animal until medicine can be 
administered.

Some afternoons the girls run 
errands to.town to pfok up,feed.or 
take animals to the yet. “.Onehoroe 
the other day nearly cut off her leg 
in some wire. She’ll be in a cast for 
three weeks,” Stevia says.

Another brood mare they spotted 
during a stock check had an ab
scess on her shoulder. “That’s 
what it’s about,” , says Laurie, 
“watching the stock as though it’s 
our own.”

To add a humorous touch to 
cowpoking, the girls play a game 
they call “Would a real cowboy do 
this?”

“I doubt a real cowboy ever 
stopped to pick wild flowers to put 
on the kitchen table,” Laurie says.

This fall both girls begin their 
sophomore years at MSU where 
they’ll continue in animal science 
studies.

“If I were a guy,” Laurie 
speculates, “I’d go to vet school, 
but a girl has a tough time being 
accepted by the old-time ranchers 
once she’s in the field.”

“Job opportunities for women in 
agriculture are getting better,” 
Stevia feels.

“Die ideal situation,” Laurie 
quips, “would be to marry a 
rancher who had some colts to 
break, cattle to move and fence to 
build.” Stevia smilingly adds, “Of 
course, housework would be 
secondary—absolutely second
ary.”

Sheep, Swine 
Major Sector

BILLINGS—When the Northern 
International Livestock Exposition 
gets underway October 20, there 
will be all kinds of animal sounds 
heard around the barns, including 
a good share of bleating and 
oinking. The sheep and swine 
divisions will again this year be 
billed as a major sector of the 
show.

Die swine carCass show will be 
the official state show. A feature of 
it will be the C. H. Perry Award 
given to the high point breeder- 
exhibitor. In addition to attractive 
cash premiums, a considerable 
number of special cash awards and 
honors will be given on the basis of 
special merit. Most of these special 
awards are offered by breed 
associations.

The sheep show this year will be 
an open breeding sheep event. 
There will also be a sale and a 
social evening sponsored by the 
Yellowstone Wool Auxiliary.

Allen E. Walton, general 
manager, said the NILE, which 
runs . Oct. 20-26, will feature not 
only sheep and hogs, but horses 
and cattle as well.

Emphasis of the show is placed 
on the commercial end of livestock 
production, giving these producers 
a “stage” on which to exhibit their 
livestock. Walton said.


