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Roster Compiled
A list of eligible voters for 

conyjiunity committee elections is 
now being compiled 'a t the 
Beaverhead County Agricultural

$5 Bushel 
Soybeans 
Expected

WASHINGTON (AP) -  Far
mers are expected to average 
more than $5 per bushel from the 
soybean crop now being harvested, 
up from the $4.75 they received last 
year, the Agriculture Department 
says.

The figures are “season aver
age” prices, computed over an 
entire marketing year, Sept. 1 
through next Aug. 31. Normally, 
the bulk of a soybean crop is sold 
by farmers in the fall and early 
winter.

Predicting “ another banner 
year” for soybeans, the Outlook 
and Situation Board said Wed
nesday, “The ending of wholesale 
and retail price ceilings and the 
lifting of export controls on 
soybeans and other commodities 
should permit a return to more 
normal marketing patterns.

A pent-up demand among users 
with dwindling reserves is ex
pected to result in higher prices 
this fall than later in the season, 
the board said in a preliminary 
report.

U.S. Delegation 
Going to Moscow

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The 
Agriculture Department will be 
represented when a U.S. dele
gation heads for Moscow next 
weekend, but officials say no big 
new grain deals will be discussed.

Assistant Secretary of Agri
culture Carrol G. Brunthaver, a 
permanent member of the U.S.- 
Soviet joint com m ercial com
mission, will represent the de
partment in Moscow Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 4, a spokesman said Wed
nesday.
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Stabilization and Conservation 
Service (ASCS) Office.

Producers may check at the 
ASCS office after October 4 to 
make sure that they are listed to 
receive ballots in the mail elections 
to be held later this year.

A farmer who is eligible to 
participate in any ASCS program 
is eligible to vote in ASC elections. 
This includes not only producers of 
legal voting age who own, rent, or 
sharecrop a farm, but also minors 
who supervise and conduct farm
ing operations on an entire farm. 
Spouses of eligible voters can 
participate in ASCS elections if 
they , are joint owners or joint 
tenants of the farm . Voter 
eligibility for ASC elections is 
nondiscrim inatory and is ap
plicable without regard to race, 
creed, color, sex, or national 
origin, Giff Weston, executive 
director of the ASCS office said.

In addition to these voters, any 
legal partnership, such as 
associations, estates, trusts, State 
or State agencies, may also receive 
a ballot. Each owner in a joint 
farm ownership also has a vote. 
However, a producer may only 
vote in one community election in 
the county regardless of the 
number of farming interests he has 
in different communities.

“We are working to assure that 
the names of all potential voters 
are on the list,” Weston said. “We 
have gone over previous election 
lists, program  participation 
records, mailing lists for our 
new sletters and other ASCS 
bulletins, and are working through 
the local news media to reach all 
potential voters.”

Rains Delay 
Wheat Harvest

WASHINGTON (AP) -  Wide
spread rain continued to hold up 
planting of winter wheat in the 
great plains last week and ham
pered the early harvest of corn and 
soybeans, says the Agriculture 
department.

The Kansas wheat crop was 35 
per cent planted by last weekend, 
about one week behind normal, the 
department said Tuesday in a 
weather report. Other areas also 
reported planting lags.

Report Shows 
Rural Areas 
Need Housing

WASHINGTON (A P) -  A 
spokesman for a non-profit housing 
lobby group says rural areas need 
at least 1 million new homes a 
year, and that the federal govern
ment should provide most of the 
muscle.

Cushing N. Dolbear, on behalf of 
the Rural Housing Alliance, told a 
Senate subcommittee Thursday 
“the basic housing needs of a rural 
American will not be met until we 
have housing production at the 
level of 1 million units annually 
outside of metropolitan areas.”

Further, she said, at least half of 
those homes should be subsidized 
by the federal government.
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Formal Hearings 
Set in December

Farming's Costly Business
WASHINGTON (AP) — Want to 

have a fully mechanized farm big 
enough to use all your talents and 
time? Be prepared to spend up to 
$710,000, says the Agriculture 
Department.

That is how much USDA says it 
would take to buy and equip an 800- 
acre corn-soybean farm in In
diana, including $480,000 for the 
land and $130,000 for other capital.

The figures are included in a new 
report called “ The One-Man 
Farm ” published by the Economic 
Research Service. Various types of 
operations called “ technically 
optimum” in size are described.

Some other examples include:
—Montana, wheat and barley 

farm, 1,960 acres, land value 
$245,000 and other capital $57,000;

—Kansas, wheat and grain 
sorghum, 1,950 acres, $200,000 in 
land and $55,000 in other capital;

—Louisiana, rice and soybeans, 
360 acres, land value $108,000 and 
other capital $50,000;

—Mississippi delta area, cotton 
and soybeans, 600 acres, $255,000 in 
land value and other capital 
$80,000;

—California, irrigated cotton, 
400 acres, land value $320,000 and 
other capital $64,000; and

—California, vegetables, 200 
acres, land value $400,000 and 
other capital $85,000.

The report was aimed only at 
crop-producing farms and did not 
attem pt to analyze livestock 
operations. For example, the 
report said, a 300-cow beef herd 
might requires 150 acres of irri-

Beaverhead 
Nominations 
Are Open

Beaverhead County farmers are 
asked to nominate their candidates 
for Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation (ASC) county 
com m itteem en, reports Giff 
Weston, county ASCS executive 
director.

Petitions, to be signed by a 
minimum of three qualified voters 
may be filed through October 29 at 
the Beaverhead County ASCS 
office, in the Forest Service 
Building on Highway 41 North.

“We hope at least four can
didates will be nominated by 
petitions,” said Weston. ASCS 
programs are non-discriminatory 
and administered without regard 
to race, color, creed, sex or 
national origin.

Eligible farmers may sign as 
many nominating petitions as they 
wish. No special petition form is 
required, but the petition may 
name only one nominee and must 
include a statement that he is 
willing to serve if elected. Most 
persons eligible to participate in 
ASCS programs are eligible to 
serve as committeemen. This 
includes owners, operators, 
sharecroppers, tenants, and 
minors who supervise an entire 
farm operation.

Nominees must have farming 
interests with the ASC community, 
be qualified ASC voters, and not 
have reached their 70th birthday 
by the date they take office. 
F a th e r details on nominations for 
ASC county committeemen may be 
obtained from the ASCS county 
office, phone 683-5381.

gated pasture. If unirrigated 
pasture were used, the land re
quirements would be 900 to 1,500 
acres in areas of high normal 
rainfall; 4,500 to 6,000 acres in 
dryland farm ing regions; and 
27,000 to 36,000 acres in Southwest 
desert areas.

The author of the report was 
Warren R. Bailey, deputy director 
of the Commodity Economis 
Division of ERS. He explained the 
study this way:

“The optimum one-man farm 
represents the maximum acreage 
of a specified combination of crops 
that the man and his machines can 
produce — plant, cultivate and 
harvest — annually.”

Bailey said that “for various 
reasons" many farm operators do 
not reach the technically optimum 
size.

For example, the average size of 
cash grain farm reported by the 
1970 census was 263 acres in In
diana and 694 acres in Kansas.

“Some are part-time farmers 
who have nonfarm jobs which 
claim their attention,” Bailey said. 
“Some cannot accumulate the 
necessary capital. Some lack the 
m anagerial skills required to 
achieve growth and successful 
operation of the optimum one-man 
farm.”

F u rth er, Bailey said, some 
farmers are not “maximizers” 
since they feel more comfortable 
with what they have and refuse to 
borrow more.

“They feel safer with less debt 
even though it means a more 
moderate income and lifestyle. For 
all of these reasons, smaller farms 

' continue to exist,” the report said.

Some Major Changes 
In Futurity Rales

GREAT FALLS—Major changes 
have been made in rules for the 5th 
annual State Fair steer futurity 
held at Great Falls. Entries for the 
1974 competition close Oct. 30, with 
steers to be delivered to the feedlot 
between Nov. 20 and Dec. 1, ac
cording to Bill Chiesa, fair 
manager.

For the first time, State Fair will 
declare a grand champion among 
all breeds with the winner based 
solely on retail value per day of 
age. Formerly, competition was 
kept strictly within each breed 
since there was some variation in 
rations fed to the different breeds.

A second change, Chiesa said, is 
that steers in the 1974 futurity will 
all be fed the same ration, although 
they will be penned by breed. 
Previously, English breeds were 
given a longer warm-up period to 
allow them to gain additional size 
and scale.

“ In addition to the grand 
champion over all, we will continue 
to declare a champion within each 
treed. Further, State Fair will 
compute feedlot profitability of 
each lot and award a trophy to the 
w inner,” Chiesa said. Four 
divisions have been created: 
Hereford, Angus, British 
Crossbreds, and Non-British 
Crossbreds.

Chiesa said approximately 300 
head of steers, five sired by each of 
60 different bulls, are expected for 
the test. In addition to entries from 
Canada, State Fair has been told 40 
Blonde d’Aquitaine and one or 
more lots of Chianina will be en
tered. “We think this will be the 
first United States test comparing 
these recently imported exotics 
with other breeds, and we’re ex
cited about it,” Chiesa added.

The fair manager said an ad
visory committee of seven ran
chers, each representing a dif
ferent breed and each having 
altered past State Fair futurities, 
worked with fair officials and 
feedlot operator Phil Eidel in 
making the rules changes. Eidel 
has fed the futurity steers at his 
Vaughn lot each year.

According to Chiesa, “Purpose 
of the futurity is to help ranchers 
gather meaningful data about the 
performance of their cattle. A 
controlled test by an independent 
feeder, with complete carcass data
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obtained, provides the basis for 
selecting better sires.”

He noted that all entry fees will 
be returned as premiums when 
winners are announced at the 1974 
State Fair and that several breed 
associations provide additional 
support. In 1973, the American 
Angus Association offered $200 and 
both American Simmental and 
American-International Charolais 
associations offered $1,000 if a bull 
they had registered sired a first 
place winner.

Four steers from each sire’s get 
are slaughtered as they reach 
market grade with the fifth kept 
alive to show on the hoof during an 
educational program at State Fair.

Complete rules and entry blanks 
are available from State Fair, 
Great Falls, and from cattle breed 
association secretaries, Chiesa 
said.

3 Methods 
To Control 
Those Slugs

Those slugs showing up now in 
vegetable and flower gardens have 
been around a while, but now is the 
time to control populations.

Ray Pratt, Extension Service 
entomologist at Montana State 
University, offered three methods 
for control of the gray garden slug.

The simplest method is filling 
shallow pans with beer, which 
attracts the slugs and then drowns 
them.

The main problem with the 
method is covering pans to keep 
out dogs and cats, Pratt said.

Probably the most effective 
method for controlling large 
num bers is cleaning up the 
vegetation, wetting a spot 
thoroughly and then putting down 
some large boards or wet sacks. 
The slugs that gather under the 
boards or sacks can periodically be 
picked up, swept up or sprayed. 
Slugs spread on a paved area won’t 
last long in warm sunlight, Pratt 
noted.

The concentrated slugs can be 
killed with metaldehyde bait.

The slugs now appearing 
probably have been unnoticed in 
iawns or areas with heavy 
vegetation during the summer, 
Pratt explained.

The Montana Rural Areas 
Development Committee will ask 
the Environm ental Protection 
agency to conduct a formal 
hearing in Montana during 
December on the fate of four 
rodenticides.

The RAD executive committee, 
at its bi-monthly meeting, in 
Bozeman Wednesday, was told 
that rodents cost Montana millions 
of dollars annually, and are a 
problem in every county in the 
state and pose serious health 
problems.

EPA during September is con
ducting informal hearings on 
amending or cancelling use of the 
four rodenticides—strychnine, 
1080,calsium cyanide and sodium 
cyanide.

Ken Seyler of Helena, brands 
enforcement division en
vironmental coordinator for the 
Montana Department of Livestock, 
said a questionnaire completed for 
about two-thirds of Montana 
counties provide solid information 
on rodent-caused damage and 
health threats.

The rodenticides are available 
for use on gophers, prairie dogs, 
ground squirrels, Norway rats and 
mice, although they can’t be 
transported across state lines or 
used on federal lands for predator 
control. Seyler said they can be 
obtained from any licensed dealer, 
or on a county basis through the 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife.

Seyler said the informal EPA 
hearings are not being recorded, 
and testimony from them will not 
be available for the proposed 
formal hearings to be scheduled in 
December.

“ What the New Federalism  
Means to M ontana” and 
“Modernizing Local Government” 
were selected as major topics for 
the annual RAD meeting 
November 8 and 9 at Montana 
State University in Bozeman.

Panelists on the New Federalism 
concept will cover the Rural

Winter Fair 
Dates Open 
Extra Days

The 28th Annual Montana Winter 
Fair will be extended two extra 
days to accomodate the Register of 
Merit Hereford show planned for 
the 1974 Fair. The fair will be held 
Jan. 24 thru Feb. 2 at the Gallatin 
County Fairgrounds in Bozeman.

It is anticipated that over 300 
head of Hereford cattle, will be 
entered in the show. Many out-of- 
state herds will attend in an at
tempt to gain points toward the 
coveted register of merit status.

In modem years the number of 
Register of Merit shows officially 
designated as Register of Merit 
events average approximately 12 
in the United States with none 
holding permanent ROM rating. 
The practice is that Hereford 
breeding classes in connection with 
major stock shows and fairs are 
given official rating and such 
designation is awarded as the 
judgement of the Directors dic
tates in the interest of the breed 
and the Hereford industry. Every 
region of the Nation has at one time 
or other been the site of a Register 
of Merit show.

In the scheme of ranking those 
animals that gain Register of Merit 
status the top placings in in-' 
dividual and Get of Sire Classes in 
shows are given point evaluations.

The modem Register of Merit 
has become a system of evaluating 
and indentifying those sires of 
outstanding show winners and also 
through actual progeny test those 
that sire outstanding performing 
progeny as m easured under 
practical conditions in the area of 
feed lot gain and carcass ex
cellence, both highly important to 
economical beef production.

The Winter Fair Office at the 
Chamber of Commerce building is 
open afternoons from 1 to 5 p.m. 
weekdays. The emphasis at this 
time is reviewing and updating 
copy for the premium list which 
must be at the printers by Oct. 10.
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Development Act of 1972, 
regionalism , local government 
responsibilities and special 
revenue sharing. The other panel 
and discussion groups will cover 
such topics as city m anager 
system, city-county government, 
consolidated law enforcement and 
streamlined county operations.

Most of the November 8 session 
will be devoted to reports of twelve 
RAD com m ittees that include 
more than 200 members. A speaker 
for the banquet that night will 
keynote the November 9 program.

Dorothy Eck, Montana’s state- 
local coordinator, said Montana 
has a good chance for a proposed 
regional w eather modification 
research center, which she 
predicted might be located in 
eastern Montana.

Southwest and eastern Montana 
counties are interested in forming 
a planning council with a coor
dinator to work with all agencies or 
organizations involved, Mrs. Eck 
said. She noted that Billings “has a 
similar effort on the city level.” 
RAD previously endorsed pilot 
projects as a guide for other 
counties or communities.

Dick Hulme of the Montana 
D epartm ent of Planning and 
Economic Development reported 
that Governor Tom Judge has 
endorsed five administrative areas 
that combine the state’s 12 multi
county districts. He said court 
cases challenging the district plan 
all have been cleared in state 
courts.

Farm Price 
Index Drops

HELENA (AP) — Declines in 
prices for cattle, wheat and barley 
have pushed the index of prices 
received by Montana farmers and 
ranchers down six per cent from 
the mid-August record high, the 
Montana Crop and Livestock 
Reporting Service said today.

Nevertheless, the index of prices 
received remains 79 per cent above 
the level of one year ago, the report 
said.

The index of prices received for 
crops fell 1 per cent between 
August and September. However, 
the crop-prices index is a whopping 
159 per cent above this time last 
year.

The report said declines in the 
price of wheat and barley .were 
only partially offset by increases in 
prices for oats, baled hay and dry 
beans.

Meanwhile, the index of live
stock prices dropped 10 per cent 
from mid-August, but is 40 per cent 
above September of 1972.

The reporting service said steer 
and heifer prices dropped 11 per 
cent from mid-August to a 
statewide average of $53 a hun
dredweight. Cow prices declined 10 
per cent to $38.70. Calves average 
$66.70 a hundredweight, 15 per cent 
less than last month.

The index of prices received by 
Montana dairy fanners climbed 2 
per cent during the monthly 
period. The index of poultry and 
egg prices dropped four per cent.

The report said the average 
price for wool was $1.08 a pound, 
compared with 99 cents last month.

Farm Bureau 
Fills Post

WASHINGTON (AP) -  A top 
official in the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service in the Agriculture De
partment will join the American 
Farm Bureau Federation later this 
month as head of the farm 
o rg a n iz a tio n ’s governm ent 
relations program.

Farm Bureau President William 
J. Kuhfuss, in an announcement 
here Tuesday, said Seeley G. 
Lodwick will assume his new job 
on Oct. 23.

Lodwick, of Wever, Iowa, has 
been executive assistant to the 
administrator of ASCS since 1969.
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