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The Most Precious Gift For Your Child
By c .  g . McDa n i e l

AP Science Writer
CHICAGO (AP)-A precious' 

BJy that is frequently denied 
children is a free one-time.

So says a child psychologist, 
who advises that parents not 
overwhelm children with too 
many gifts and gifts that are 
too expensive and too big at 
Christmas.

Instead says the psy
chologist, Dr. Maria Piers, “Be 
better parents thoughout the 
year and try to give children 
yourself.”

Dr. Piers, dean of the Erik- 
son Institute for Early Educa
tion, said the celebration of 
Christmas is important but 
that parents should think more 
of the children’s needs and less 
of their own in their gifts to 
them.

Too often, she said, gift-giv
ing is an “act of atonement.” 
That is, parents overwhelm 
children with Christmas gifts 
because they feel that this 
makes up tor the way they treat 
them at other times.

"You’re nice to the kids on 
holidays, then you don’t have 
to teel bad if you blame them 
tor your headache the next 
day,” Dr. Piers said.

Similarly, she said, needy 
tamilies are given baskets at 
holiday time.

"I’m in favor of these baskets 
if you take care of the families 
in some way for the rest of the 
year and don’t have the feeling 
they should be grateful forever 
after," she added.

Some parents who were de
prived in their childhood give 
their own children things they

History of 
Board Games

CHICAGO (AP)—The tradi- 
tmnal strategy board game 
never seems to go out of style. 
Variations of many of the 
hoard games to be found in de
partment stores this holiday 
-eason have been played for 
i en' urtes.

Piarly board games—so 
named because they are played 
on a flat surface, usually of 
wood—were found by uncover
ing Egyptian tombs dating be
tween 4,000 and 3,000 B.C. 
Popular then was "dogs and 
jackals”, a race game similar to 
others played thousands of 
years later in England and 
Prance.;'

I otd^Jkc^IntereS't in chess, 
i■onnjpiwS'ffby many the only 
ganiBHif the intellect, is high 
because of the well-publicized 
Bobby Fischer-Boris Spassky 
match Backgammon, popular 
with royalty in the 12th centu
ry. is the new darling of the Jet 
Set and is being played in in
ternational tournaments.

Exactly where dice originat
ed is lost in history. One legend 
attributes them to the Greek. 
Palamedes, who supposedly in
vented i hem to entertain  his 
troops during the battle of Troy 
in 1 184 B.C. In their early 
form, dice were oblong in shape 
and made from knuckle bones 
of sheep's legs.

Over the ages, board games 
travelled from'one country to 
another with invading soldiers 
and migrating settlers. As civi 
lization spread from Greeci 
and Rome to Europe, board 
games were passed along and 
new variations developed. By 
.->()() B.C., they had reached 
northern India. It was here and 
at this time tha t the game of 
chess is believed to have ori
ginated.

Almost as old is backgam
mon, which supposedly was in 
vented by a Persian king in the 
third century B.C. Called 
various names, the early 
Romans played a game similar 
to to it called "tabula”, which 
was later known as "tables”. 
By the 12th century, it was the 
most popular game in Europe 
next io  chess. Another game 
with roots in early civilization 
th a t’s still popular today is' 
checkers, originally called 
“draughts”. Part of an Egyp
tian queen’s draughts board, 
dating from a tomb of 1600 
B.C., can be viewed in a Brit
ish museum. i

America’s first settlers found 
Indians playing games—some 
with the aid of a rubber ball. In 
time, tribes in the Southwest | 
played board games of align- ' 
ment taught to them by the 
Spanish conquistadors.

In Victorian England, at- 
home entertainm ent relied

heavily on after-dinner games 
to amuse guests. Besides card 
games and charades, the En- 
glish payed games called Com
merce, Speculation and Limit
ed Loo.

Today the emphasis is on the . 
type of strategy board games 
the entire family can play- 
With the inflated dollar, play
ing games becomes an econom
ical evening of entertainment. 
One new game, Money Card,, 
gives players the excitement of 
a European vacation as they 
tour major cities. The object is 
to travel around the board map 
without running out of Travel-r 
era Cheques or losing vour' 
American Express cm-*.. •

would like to have themselves 
rather than what the children 
might want or enjoy, Dr. Piers 
said. »

And she said there is a “cul
tural lag in giving an overdose 
of sweets” to children at 
Christmas.

Because of the affluence of 
the society, sweets are no treat, 
she said, and even those living 
in poverty spend some of their 
money for sweets for emotional 
comfort.

Fresh fruit, cheeses, nuts 
and meat might serve as sub
stitu tes and be more nutri
tious, she suggested.

Dr. Piers pointed out that 
excess at Christmas can con
tribute to parents’ feelings of 
deprivation if they overspend. 
At the same time, children are 
confused with too many things.

The price of a gift has no re
la tio n sh ip  to its value to the 
child, she said, advising, "Be 
brave, stand up against adver
tising.”

Not everything that is loudly 
advertised is necessarily bad 
—, it can be good, but parents 
should use their own judgment, 
she said.

The psychologist offered 
these suggestions, for the selec
tion of appropriate toys:

—They should be geared to 
the child’s age and current in
terests. Children over age two 
like gifts they can make things 
with, such as clay or building 
sets. Children under age two 
like things “to hug and hold.” 
Children over age six enjoy 
table games.

—Don’t give young children 
toys th a t are too big. They

enjoy small dolls and animals.
—“ Toys th a t are to be ad

mired and put on the shelf are 
useless.”

—Unsafe toys, with sharp 
metal edges dr poorly attached 
nails, should not be given.

It is important for older chil
dren to learn to give as well as 
to receive, Dr. Piers pointed 
out, but parents should not ex
pect “something enormously 
useful and finished.”

It is the spirit that counts, 
she noted, citing the impor
tance of things children make 
themselves.

But in teaching the value of 
giving, children should not be 
pressured into giving away 
their most precious posses
sions, no m atter how trivial 
they seem to adults, she cau
tioned.

New Orleans Carolers 
Number In The Thousands

By TERRY KIRKPATRICK
Associated Press Writer
NEW ORLEANS (A P )- 

Suddenly the chimes from the 
famed St. Louis Cathedral 
startle the chilly dusk in the 
historic Vieux Carre of the 
French Quarter of this city, 
and a procession led by the 
priest descends the cathedral’s 
front steps and moves across 
the street into Jackson Square.

Already, thousands of New 
Orleanians are gathered in the 
narrow streets around the 
square waiting for the moment 
when they will march through 
its four gates carrying lighted 
candles and singing Christmas 
carols.

Above the streets, partici
pants lean on the railings of 
their apartment balconies to 
receive song sheets and candles

passed to them from the street, 
as has been the custom for the 
past 27 years in this carol sing 
sponsored by the Vieux Carre 
Garden Club.

The normal daytime rush 
and noise of the I8th Century- 
styled French Quarter are gone 
now, and its alleys and patios
are quiet, but for the sounds of 
an im patient few who are al
ready singing carols.

And some among the crowd, 
gathered from all over this area 
of Louisiana, are old enough to 
recall being a part of this New 
Orleans tradition since their 
childhood. Others are too 
young to read the songsheets.

But young or old, city 
dwellers or suburbanites, they 
are brought together each year 
by the common bond of Christ
mas sDirit.

As gatekeepers opemthe four 
entrances, they will enter the 
square singing "Oh Come All 
Ye Faithful” and form a giant 
cross, outlined in the darkness 
by their candles. The sound of 
their singing will spread out 
through the Vieux Carre and 
echo in the central business 
d istrict and over the nearby 
Mississippi River.

Assembled in the square, on 
a platform beneath the Andrew 
Jackson monument, is the 
choir from the Norwegian Sea
men’s Church, whose members
perform each year m their na 
tive tongue at the event.

Also present are choirs from 
local high schools and civic 
leaders who speak briefly to 
start the festivities.
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We wish you and yours

the happiest of Thanksgivings. 

Sincerely, The Leonhardts

IBmkAmejucmdI

Beginning November 23, we will be open 

until 9 p.m. every Friday evening until 

Christmas.

IEONHARDI 
ranchwear;

Store Hours 1 
Mon - Sat 

9:30 to 5:30 I 
Closed Sundays!

Next door to Valley Motors - diagonally across from Safeway

The motif of this graceful group 
of tables is the skilful combina
tion of Classic and Mediterrane
an influences. Complemented by 
a warm brown fruitwood finish 
on hardwood and select ve
neers with p o lysty rene  ac
cents. Formica® topped for your 
convenience.

Your Choice 7 9

SAVE * 1305

The Homestead House

Mediterranean Tables!
Says

^  AND HAVE A

Use Our

LAYAWAY Plan
Sale! Under the Tree Gifts!

Handy Purse Size 
Hair Dryer

Special
Novelty Lite

Early
*888

Pow mini hair 
dryer fits purse 
or pocket. Lovely 
travel case. 
Unusual 'mlue.

$166

.Stained Glass 
Lite with 
24-hr. candle. 
Casts kaleido
scope of soft 
flickering 
lights on 
nearby walls. 
Fascinating
effect.

Enjoy a Comfort Gi f t . . .  1
Permalux® . . . The Name 
that Means So Much 

in a Sofa

Striped Velvet Luxury Reclinef

Reg. 569.50

Here’s an example of the finest line of 
sofas available today and we know you 
will be pleased with the special atten
tion we’ve paid to detailing. Please 
notice the self deck and tailored arm 
caps. Seat cushions are made of latex 
foam rubber. In a wide selection of 
over 500 fabrics.

h e’U adore the charm it adds to her home and sh ell 
be equally pleased with the comfort it offers. Tilt It 
back to an extended 72" and up pops the hidden head 
rest. Your choice of Olive, Gold, Blue or Red. Other 
Styles Start at $189.95.

The Homestead House
"Home Of Quality'Dillon, Montand’

Dillon, Montana


