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FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE f f

United States 
Largest Su

FARM & RANCH

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The 
United States continues to be the 
largest foreign supplier of wheat to 
the Peoples Republic of China this 
fiscal year, despite recent large 
sales by Australia and Canada, the

Romantic 
Bull Worth 
Only $750

SHERMAN, Tex. (AP) — Fer
dinand the romantic bull was 
worth only $750, according to a
jury.

A six-member county jury 
awarded that amount Thursday to 
Jerry Russell, owner of the bull 
whose remains are in a deep freeze 
and whose progeny are said to be 
wandering in pastures near 
Sherman. Russell had sought 
$3,500 in damages.

The suit was brought after 
Ferdinand, a 1,600-pound Cha- 
rolais, was killed in September 
1972 following an alleged affair 
with 25 Herefords belonging to 
Dick Arrington, a neighbor of 
Russell’s.

Arrington said Ferdinand’s 
romance with the Herefords, which 
were a higher quality stock, 
resulted in offspring of lesser 
quality.

Arrington testified during the 
three-day trial that he and two 
other men chased the bull for three 
hours, caught it and tied it between 
two trees and two horses. 
Arrington said Ferdinand lunged 
at a horse, flipped over and broke 
his 36-inch neck.

But Russell says Arrington 
“maliciously” killed Ferdinand by 

slitting his throat. Arrington said 
he cut the bull’s throat after he. 
broke his neck only to let blood 
drain.

Agriculture Departm ent said 
today.

Over the next three years, 
however, the U.S. wheat sales 
position with China is a bit more 
uncertain, a report by the Foreign 
Agricultural Service indicated. .

Both Canada and Australia have 
announced new long-term 
agreem ents calling for wheat 
shipments to China over calendar 
years 1974 though 1976. Most U.S. 
commitments run only through* the 
current fiscal year ending next 
June 3(1.

The Canadian agreement calls 
for the sale of between 4.9 million 
and 6.1 million metric tons over the 
three-year period, about 179 
million to 224 million bushels. 
Australia has sold 4.7 million tons 
about 173 million bushels, over the 
next three years.

According to the report, those 
' contracts have not altered an 

earlier estimate by USDA that 
China will import approximately 
6.5 million tons of wheat — about 
240 million bushels — from all 
sources in the 1973-74 fiscal year.

On that basis, the report said, the 
United States will provide about 4.0 
million tons or 148 million bushels 
of the total to be imported by China 
in the year ending June 30, 1974.

After that, however, department 
experts are less certain since no 
large commitments have been 
made by China for U.S. wheat 
beyond next summer. A recent 
export listing issued by USDA does 
show China has purchased about 
12.9 million bushels for delivery 
during the 1974-75 marketing year, 
but that is small compared with the 
big sales announced by Australia 
and Canada.

China, however, has emerged as 
one of the largest customers of 
American farmers and is expected 
to buy more than $1 billion worth of 
U.S. agricultural products in 1973- 
74. That would make China second 
only to Japan as a single-country 
buyer of U.S. farm goods.

For Flax Supply

Williams Attends 
November Seminar

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The 
Agriculture Department says 
farmers may plant more flax again 
in 1974 because of rising demand 
and short supplies.

Flaxseed is the source of linseed 
oil and department experts say

Eduction has been barely suf- 
ent to keep up with U.S. 

requirements the past two years.
Most flax is grown in Minnesota, 

Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Texas and Montana. This year's 
production came from about 1.6 
million acres, up from 1.1 million 
in 1972.

“The 1974 flaxseed crop plant
ings are projected to increase 
about 20 per cent to two million 
acres,” according to a report by 
the economic Research Service.

“Strong world demand will likely 
encourage exports of flaxseed, or 
linseed oil in competition with 
domestic use,” the report said. • 

WASHINGTON (AP) -  The 
Agriculture Department has 
published an annual handbook of 
charts and statistics showing how 
crop and livestock production in 
1973 stack up with previous years, 

The 152-page volume .also in? 
eludes information on many other 
facets of rural America, including 
population trends, income, 
marketing and exports.

Single copies are available free 
of charge from the Office of 
Communication, Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D.Ci. 
20250. Its title is Handbook of 
Agricultural Charts, AH-455.

Dave Williams, of Williams 
Feed, Inc. attended ConAgra- 
Montana, Inc.’s annual fall 
seminar in Great Falls, Nov. 15 
and 16. During the meeting, it was 
announced that feeds and fertilizer 
sold by the local firm would be 
identified by the Fornax name, 
effective immediately.

“The Form ax name replaces the 
CereTana trademark which has 
been known locally for nearly 50 
years,” Williams said. “Formax is 
a new, nationwide brand name, 
being used for all products sold to 
the agricultural m arket. It 
replaces CbnAgra’s six regional 
product brands.”

More than 100 ConAgra dealers 
and employes from three states 
attended the meeting, held at 
Great Falls’ new Heritage Inn. 
They ware told that ConAgra’s feed 
division has been growing 4.5 times 
faster than the industry over the 
past five years. Now the nation’s 
sixth largest feed manufacturer, 
Con Agra has achieved a U.S. 
growth rate of 223 percent for the 
past ten years. In 1963, the com
pany had three feed manufac
turing plants and now has 26

production facilities in key United 
States locations. The firm also 
operates feed plants in Puerto 
Rico, Spain and Portugal.

“The Formax brand name gives 
ConAgra a stronger identification 
nationwide. But policies, per
sonnel, product formulas and our

dealer relationship will not be 
changed,” Williams said. "The 
feed we sell will be formulated for 
this area and manufactured in 
Montana. Barley and roughages in 
this area have unique properties 
which the nutritionists have to 
balance,” he concluded.

Wool Producers 
After Controls

Four Names 
On Ballot

Four names have been listed on 
ballots sent out Nov. 19 for the 
annual mail election of 
Beaverhead County Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
(ASC> committee, according to 
County s Executive Director Giff 
Weston* with ballots to be returned 
to his office no later than Dec. 3 
and public counting on Dec. 5.

THIS CHRISTMAS, ENJOY CONVENIENT PARKING . .

SHOP AT HOME!
Why drive miles arid miles to another town, 

where you’ll have to fight traffic and then worry 

about a place to park? Stay home and do 

your shopping here . . .  there's plenty of free 

parking available at:all our stores! .
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Nominated for the committee 
membership are Neil Benson, 
incumbent committeeman and a 
livestock and hay producer from 
the Dillon area; Emmett 
Blomquist who specializes in 
Hereford and Simmehtal cattle 
north of Dillon; Lowell Hildreth, 
livestock randier from the Clark 
Canyon area and William T. Tash 
who lives south of Dillon on one 
unit of thp Tash Ranch Co. of Dillon 
andPoluia.

The ASC county committee 
adm inisters federal farm  
programs locally. In Beaverhead 
County they are Wool Incentive, 
REAP, Wheat i Feed Grains 
Program, Commodity Loan and 
Farm  Storage Facility Loan 
programs.

Weston pointed out that any 
farmer who is eligible to take part 
in any ASCS program is eligible to 
vote in the mail election. Voting 
eligibility is determined without 
regard to race, sex, color, religion 
or national origin.

A list of known eligible voters is 
on file at the county ASCS office in 
Dillon and is open for public in
spection. “If a man or woman feels 
he or she is eligible to vote and is 
not listed, just call it to the at
tention of anyone.in the office, and 
it will be checked out right away,” 
Weston said.

Current members of the ASC 
county committee are: Fred 
Brown, chairman; Neil Benson, 
v i c e - c h a i r m a n ;  W i l l i a m  
Staudenmeyer, mem ber; and 
William Tash and Em m ett 
Blomquist, alternates. Mr. Ben
son’s three-year term expires this 
year , which means voters will elect 
one committee member, plus two 
alternates, who serve one-year 
terms, Weston pointed out. The 
person with the largest number of 
votes will receive the com
mitteeman ; post; the two next 
highest will be the alternates. 
Following the election, the county 
committee will choose its chair
man and vice-chairman.
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ST. ANTHONY, Idaho (API— 
Theleader of thenation’s lamb and 
wool producers today advised 
Congress to take a more far
sighted view of predator control 
than the one expressed last week 
by a House subcommittee.

The wildlife preservation sub
committee of the House Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries Committee 
recommended a proposal that 
would elim inate nearly all 
chemcial methods of predator 
control except a spring loaded, 
cyanide device called the M-44 or 
“coyote getter.”

Bill Siddoway, president of the 
National Wool Growers As
sociation, which claims to rep
resent some 80 per cent of the lamb 
and wool producers in the nation, 
said, “John Dingell, chairman of 
the subcommittee, and a very few 
members of the Department of 
Interior, appear desperate to get

even-
for predator control is still in ef
fect.

Farmers'
Loans
Curtailed

WASHINGTON (AP) -  A series 
of mpney-saving moves by the 
Nixon administration has reduced 
sharply the amount of loans to 
farmers for building grain-storage 
and drying facilities.

The Agriculture Departm ent 
says those loans, by the Com
modity Credit Corp., totaled $22.9 
million during the first three 
months of the current fiscal year, 
which began last July 1.

That compared with $42.7 million 
loaned during the first quarter of 
the 1972-73 fiscal year, the cor
poration said Tuesday in a 
financial statement.

A year ago, as part of a general 
budget-tightening by the ad
m inistration, the department 

, reduced the amount a farmer could 
'borrow from the corporation to 
! install grain drying and storage 
! from $35,000. maximum to $25,000.
: Other restrictions also were im- 
<posed.
1 Last Sept. 13, the department 
boosted , interest rates on the or
ganization’s loans to nearly nine 
per cent from six per cent. Also, it 
was announced,. farmers were 
required to increase their down 
payments from I5 per cent to 30 per 
dent.

About two billion bushels of farm’ 
grain storage has been built uhder 
the loan program since it began in 
1949, with loans totaling about $800 
million. In 1972-73 alone, the pro
gram advanced a record $166.6 
million to build an estimated 313.8 
million bushels of storage. . .

Grain Supplies
Expected Lower
“WASHINGTON (AP) 

Agriculture Department 
today to issue a quarterly report; 
.showing how much’grain was held 
in inventories as of Oct; 1..

Supplies of wheat, corn and other 
commodities are expected to be 
’down sharply from a year ago due 
mainly, to large export shipments.

The

“This bill is very narrow in its 
view from the standpoint of both 
the environment and the wool 
growers. It proposes large sums of 
money for research in selective 
methods of predator control, but 
then in another section, bans the 
use of almost anything that might' 
be developed,” Siddoway said.

One of the more promising 
research ideas, Siddoway said, is a 
toxicant-filled collar placed around 
the neck of sheep. When a coyote 
takes die sheep by the throat (his. 
normal method of killing) he is. 
poisoned.

“You can’t pe much more se
lective than to get the coyote that, 
has actually grabbed the sheep,” 
Siddoway said.

He said, however, the bill before 
Congress now would preclude the 
use of such a collar.

“The M-44 is a good topi, but not 
a panacea to the problem of the 
eleven uandr>adaptablieiuioeyele 
destroying'livestock »wLpo»iltry*K 
he said.

He criticized assignment of the 
lull to the Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee since “only 
eight of the 39 committee members 
are from west of the Mississippi. I  
don’t know how they figured out 
the jurisdiction for this one. I have 
seat thousands of coyotes, but 
neVer one on board a ship or cat
ching fish....”

Greenhouse
Production

WASHINGTON (AP) -  Food 
production in greenhouses has 
been limited mostly to select items 
grown for consumers in rich 
countries and is not expected to 
make a great impact soon into the 
problems of world hunger..

“ Even so, greenhouse food 
production is found in a sur
prisingly large number of nations 
and is going through a period of 
rapid growth in many,”  the 
Economic Research Service said 
today in a report.

Capital necessary to begin 
greenhouse food production — 
mostly limited, to high-value salad 
crops such as tomatoes and 
cucumbers — varies widely by the 
kind of structure but commonly 
exceeds $100,000 per acre for glass- 
type houses, the report said. <.

As a  result of costs, greenhouse 
food production normally is more 
expensive than Add production* 
the report said.

“It is difficult to foretdl what 
will happen in the future.” the 
report said. "Shortages (or higher 
prices) of fud could well -hinder 
expansion in thb more northerly 
regions unless new techniques of 
heating or heat ' retention are 
developed.”

Montana 
In Second

BOZEMAN—Mpntana State 
University’s SoUsx Judging Team 
has placed second ih the American 
Sodety of Agronomy Region 6 Soils 
Contest,hdd in SUver CRy,,N.M-

The soils team, a i f i utor the  
Plant and Soil Science Chaff and 
Dust Club, was-barely beaten by. a 
strong New Mexico State team, 
Third .land* fourth finishers were 
University of, Arizona and Colorado
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