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Pendleton makes gift giving easy 
this holiday season With great 
looks in sportswear robes and 

blankets all backed by the quality 
you d expect from Pendleton Long 

sleeve shirt $18 50-$ 2 0 . Lounging 
robe. $32 $35 , Motor robe $20
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>LENA (AP) — Montana strip 
•es, which extract the raw fuel 

used to power energy-producing 
plants, are beginning to feel tin  
pinch of the energy shortage.

But an Associated Press survey 
of the four.sctive coal strip-mines 
in the state shows the companies 
have not had to cut bade produc
tion of low-sulfur coal because of 
diesel-oil shortages,

However, several coal-company 
officials said their firm s are 
seeking higher fuel allocations to 
meet the added production 
demands and requirements of the 
state’s tough new reclamation law.

Coal from Montana mines 
powers electrical generators in the 
state and in Michigan, West 
Virginia, Minnesota, Illinois, and 
Wisconsin. ,

According to the Montana 
Energy Advisory Council, headed 
by Lt. Gov. Bill Christiansen, total 
Montana coal production in 1971 
was seven million tons. It rose to 
eight million tons in 1972. 
Production is estimated to be

o

Truck Speed 
Limit Sought 
For Montana

HELENA (AP) — The trucking 
industry in Montana intends to 
seek a truck speed limit of 60 miles 
an hour and authority to increase 
load-weight limits.

Leonard Eckel, director of the 
Montana Motor Transport 
Association, outlined the industry’s 
position in an interview Tuesday. 
He said the speed limit of 55 miles 
an hour proposed by President 
Nixon for trucks and buses 
presents operational problems for 
the industry and will cause the 
large carriers to consume more, 
not less, diesel fuel.

He said reduced speeds could 
mean increased freight rates, 
higher passenger fares and less 
efficient service.

Eckel said large semi-trucks and 
intercity buses are designed to 
operate most efficiently at speeds 
of 60-65 miles an hour and would 
consume more fuel at lesser 
speeds.

Eckel said information he has 
received indicates that the lower 
speed limits would disrupt bus 
schedules and connections.

He predicted that sharply re
duced speeds would force the 
trucking industry’s wage costs 
upward and ultimately result in 
higher freight rates.

However, Mike Rice, president 
of Rice Truck Lines at Great Falls, 
said he thinks the top speed limit 
makes little difference. He said the 
times during a trip where a vehicle 
is able to travel at top speeds is 
limited.

Rice Truck Lines, one of the 
state’s larger trucking businesses, 
operates primarily on short-haul 
runs.

Eckel said truckers in Montana 
have taken a number of measures 
to conserve gasoline. He said the 
measures indude installing radial 
tires, special fans on engines to 
increase mileage and hauling full, 
rather than partial loads.

slightly less than 11 million tons 
this year. Anticipated coal 
production will range between 13 
million and 15 million tons next 
year and up to 20 million tons in 
1975.

The largest mine in the state is 
operated by Western Energy Co., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
Montana Power Co.

Paul Schmechel, chief executive 
officer of the mining operation, 
said Wednesday that the diggings 
near Oolstrip in southeast Montana 
have not been affected by fuel 
shortages.

He said Western Energy has not 
yet given consideration to seeking 
a higher allocation for fuel oils this 
year. Schmechel noted that the 
state has five oil refineries. He said 
that because of the proximity of the 
refineries to mining operations, his
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firm has not b e n  hampered in 
getting sufficient fuel to operate.

The mine supplies - Montana 
Power generators and ships coal to 
Wisconsin, Western Energy has 
removed more than 13 million tons 
of coal bom its mine since 19 
mined 5.5 million tons last year I 
plans to mine only 2.4 million I 
in 1974 because of a transition pe
riod in supply contracts.

Knife River Coal Co., a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Montana- 
Dakota Utilities, Inc., is the 
.smallest mine in the state. It 
disturbs about 15 acres a year in 
extrem e eastern Montana to 
supply 330,000 tons of coal each 
year to the Montana-Dakota 
generator at Sidney.

A spokesman for the North- 
Dakota based coal company said 
the firm is already using

Unemployment 
Rate Takes Drop
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HELENA (AP) -  Montana’s 
unemployment rate last month 
was an estimated 5.2 per cent, a 
drop of 2 per cent from the same 
month of last year, the Em
ployment Security Division of the 
State Labor Departm ent said 
today.

But Fred Barrett, division ad
ministrator, said the state’s jobless 
rate still is 1 per cent above the 
national level. Montana labor 
officials say that because of the 
lack of industry in the state, 
Montana tra ils  national em
ployment trends by up to 18 
months.

The drop in Montana’s unem
ployment rate reflects a net job 
gain of 7,000 from November of last 
year, Barrett said. He said it 
marked the fourth straight month 
this year in which the state’s 
jobless rate dipped below 6 per 
cent.

In August, the Montana unem
ployment rate fell to 5.6 per cent, 
the first drop below 6 per cent since 
October of 1972. The unem
ployment rate was 5.3 per cent in 
Septlember and October of this 
year.

The November 1973 Montana 
unemployment rate is the lowest in 
more than three years. The 
Montana unemployment rate was 
5.1 per cent in August and Sep
tember of 1970 and an even 5 per 
cent in October 1970.

Barrett said 7,500 industrial jobs 
were added in Montana during the 
last year, while there was a decline 
of 500 jobs in agriculture over the 
same period.

This month an estimated 15,000 
eligible workers are unemployed in 
Montana, he said.

Another 245,500 have jobs in 
industry and commerce and 30,000 
are on agricultural payrolls.

Barrett said 100 new jobs opened 
last week at ski resorts in the state 
and more than 500 construction 
workers were called back to work.

But he said poor weather con
ditions limited the number of 
hours worked by construction 
crews and that 125 workers were 
laid off at the Libby Dam project in 
northwestern Montana.

Barrett said that about one-third 
of the state’s unemployed received

compensation paym ents from 
state and federal sources last 
week. He said 4,744 checks were 
issued, totaling $238,266.

There were 663 fewer unem
ployment claims than in the prior 
week, but claims for compensation 
were 16 per cent above the same 
week of last year.

Barrett said 14 local employment 
offices reported drops in jobless 
claims last week, while added 
claims were reported at Billings, 
Libby, Poison, Havre, Cut Bank, 
Livingston, Sidney, Wolf Point and 
Anaconda.

December’s allotment. He said the 
firm has stopped voluntary 
reclamation work on an area .that 
18 not covered by Montana mining 
laws until it cap obtain more fuel. 
But production has not been af
fected and required reclamation is 
continuing, he said,

The official said a higher al
location of fuel oil is being sought 
to meet the requirements of added 
reclaiming equipment necessary 
to comply with new reclamation 
standards.

Peabody Coal Co., a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of KennecoU 
Copper Co., digs near the Western 
Energy mine. A Peabody official 
said production has not been af
fected by a  diesel fuel shortage but 
that higher fuel allocations are 
being sought to meet reclamation 
requirements and the demands of 
increased production.

The firm has extracted about 1.5 
million tons of coal in each of the 
past two years but plans to in
crease production to 3.5 million 
tons next year. The coal is shipped 
to Minnesota.

Decker Coal Co. is a partnership 
of Peter Kiewit and Sons’ Co. and 
Pacific Power and Light Co. It 
operates a mine near Decker, 
about 30 miles north of Sheridan, 
Wyo.

The firm began operations in 
1971 and has been gearing up to 
extract four millon tons annually 
starting next year, most of j t  
Illinois with small amounts to 
Michigan and West Virginia.

A spokesman for the company 
said the firm has already used up 
its November allocation of fuel but 
has not had to stop or cut back coal 
production. That firm, too, is 
seeking a higher allocation 
diesel oil.

165 Operational 
One-Room Schools

HELENA (AP) — With rural 
communities separated by 
seemingly endless vistas of open 
terrain, Montana boasts 165 
operational one-room schools this 
year.

That’s a drop of 19 from last 
year, according to a news story 
issued today by Dolores Colburg, 
superintendent of public in
struction.

Of the 655 elementary schools in

Liz Has 
Surgery

LOS ANGELES (AP) -  Actress 
Elizabeth Taylor underwent 
surgery today in an attempt to 
discover what has been causing 
her to have severe stomach 
cramps.

Miss Taylor, 41, was operated on 
at UCLA MedScal Center.

Doctors have said that they 
didn’t expect to find a tumor. They 
said it was more likely the 
discomfort was caused by a hernia 
or complication from earlier 
surgery.
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THIS CHRISTMAS, ENJOY CONVENIENT PARKING . . .

SHOP AT HOME!
Why drive miles and miles fo another town, 
where you’ll have to fight traffic and then worry 
about a place to park? Stay home and do 
your shopping here . . .  there’s plenty of free 

parking available at all our storesl

DILLON
Stores Open Friday 'Til 9 p.m.

the state, 274 have three teachers 
or fewer, the directory said.

Last year, there were 675 ele
mentary schools in the state. Of 
that total, 292 had three teachers or 
fewer.

Total enrollment in the state 
dropped by 305 this year from the 
1972 total of 172,350 students in 881 
schools from elementary to 
community-college level.

This year there are 863 public 
schools in the state.

Public elementary school en
rollment, from prekindergarten to 
sixth grade, is 100,445, down from 
M8.W3 last year.

Public junior high schools, with 
grades seven through nine, have 
22,727 students, compared with 
22,055 last year.

Public high schools, with grades 
nine through 12, have 48,873 
students, up slightly from the 
47,633 last year.

High school enrollment is almost 
equal for boys and girls, with 807 
more young men than young 
women.

No Gas 
Sundays
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Service stations on the New York 
State Thruway and the Penn
sylvania and Maine turnpikes will 
stop selling gas on Sundays in 
response to a request from 
President Nixon, but fuel will be 
available on turnpikes in two other 
Northeast statqk.

A spokesman for the Pennsyl
vania Turnpike Commission an
nounced today that the 28 stations 
on the 470-mile toll road will close 
their pumps from 9 p.m. Saturday 
to midnight Sunday, remaining 
open only for repairs and to 
provide nonfuel services.

Any vehicle running out of fuel 
will be given enough gasoline or 
diesel fuel to reach the next turn
pike exit, the spokesman said.

The New York State Thruway 
announced a similar plan earlier, 
but motorists who run out of gas on 
the New York road will ha ve to pay 
for an emergency supply. As in 
Pennsylvania, stations will remain 
open for repairs.

Nixon urged service stations to 
shut down on Sundays as a means 
of conserving fuel. Some 
authorities, however, said that 
they had a responsibility to drivers 
to stay open.

Copper and silver were first 
discovered in Canada in 1604.

According to H arry’s 
calculations Arctic Motors 
give you the best deal in cars.

1240 Harrison Ave.
Butte, Montana '
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