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Santa Claus is coming to Dillon, 
to visit the children downtown 
Saturday, call on shut-in children 
and give a little Christmas cheer in 
the form o f treats at Parkview 
Acres Nursing Home and Barrett 
Hospital, according to his answer 
to the invitation to visit Dillon from 
the Beaverhead Chamber o f 
Commerce.

Santa will arrive at the in
tersection of Bannack and Idaho 
Streets at 1 p.m. Saturday, tran
sported by the Dillon Volunteer 
Fire Department on one of their 
trucks. He will be assisted by the 
Chamber of Commerce president, 
Ed Swetish and two firemen as he 
passes out treats to the children 
and talks to them from trie fire 
truck.

After his visit with the 
youngsters in good health, he will 
call on any youngsters who are ill 
at home (last year he visited 
several youngsters who couldn’t

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Balance of payments surplus
WASHINGTON (AP) — The government reported today that the 

United States had a record $2.5 billion surplus in its balance o f 
payments with other countries in the third quarter of 1973.

Skylab crew studies comet
SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) — Skylab 3’s astronauts open an 

intensive three-week study of the comet Kohoutek as it streaks toward 
the sun. For the first time, Gerald P. Carr, William R. Pogue and 
Edward G. Gibson planned to train Skylab’s six telescopes on the in
truder from deep space, hoping to learn many o f its secrets. Until now, 
the astronauts have concentrated on daily photographs of Kohoutek, 
primarily to chart its brightness and the growth of its tail, now more 
than 12 million miles long. The astronauts are in the 34th day of their 
planned 84-day mission.

'Go soak your head'
ANDERSON, Ind. (AP) — A state health official has advised An

derson youngsters to go soak their heads. He’s talking about in hot 
water, which is intended to fight a lice infestation that has closed 
public schools. Because of the lice, the city’s 27 elementary, five junior 
high and three high schools were were ordered closed Tuesday night 
by the city and county health boards. Schools are to reopen Jan. 7. 
School Supt. G. E. Ebbertt said he did not know how many pupils had 
lice but “ it seems to be very rampant and we can’t catch up with it."

Conservation paying off
NEW YORK (AP) — Energy conservation efforts by Americans are 

beginning to pay off in many areas of the country, although utility 
officials and heating oil suppliers say it’s hard to measure the exact 
effect. An Associated Press survey showed less electricity was used in 
November and the first two weeks of December this year than in a 
corresponding period last year. In almost every area, however, the 
weather was warmer than it was last year. At the same time, there 
were more electricity customers, making it difficult for officials to 
measure the actual savings.

GM, Ford deny collusion
DETROIT (AP) — Attorneys for Ford and General Motors say the 

government’s contention that the automakers entered into a silent 
agreement to fix prices on fleet sales is based on innuendo and 
speculation. “ Not a single witness took the stand to say there was an 
agreement," General Motors attorney Fred Bartlit said In final 
arguments in United States District Court. The jury was to begin 
deliberating the government’s charge in the criminal antitrust suit 
that the nation’s two largest automakers reached an implied 
agreement with a dealers’ association and a leasing firm in 1909 and 
1970 to fix prices in the lucrative fleet market.
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CORRECTION
Late Information from the 
Associated Press wire yesterday 
Indicated that 30 persons had died 
in Arab terrorists’ airport bombing 
and hijack In Rome and Athens. 
However, it has been learned that 
the guerilla reports of additional 
executions of hostages were false, 
and that the death toll was actually 
32.

Wednesday, December 19, 1973

Forecast

Generally fair Wednesday and 
Thursday. W arm er daytim e tem 
peratures. Highs Wednesday In the 30s 
with night lows from 15 to 15. The highs 
Thursday will be In the 40s.

The early morning low recorded today 
at Western /Montana Collage weather 
station was nine above zero.

The temperatures Tuesday ranged 
from a low of is to a high of 37 with .17 
Inches of moisture recorded from 5 p.m. 
Monday until 5 p.m. Tuesday.

One year ago, Dec. 19, the high was as 
and the low 29.

The sun sets this evening at 4:42, rises 
Thursday at 8:08 and sets at 4:42.

Santa coming 
to Parkview, 
Dillon kids

come downtown to see him because 
of the flu and mumps). Parents can 
assist the visitor from the North 
Pole by calling the Beaverhead 
Chamber of Commerce office at 
683-5511 and leaving the name and 
address o f their shut-ins. These 
calls must be made no later than 4 
p.m. Friday.

Santa will then visit Parkview 
Acres, calling on the residents with 
treats and visiting with them. This 
is one of the high points of the 
Christmas season for the Parkview 
residents, recalling for many 
happier times with families and 
friends and reminding them they 
are not forgotten.

The final stop will be at Barrett 
Hospital to call on any children 
who may be hospitalized and to 
visit with other patients, then 
return to the fire station on the 
truck to get back to his own 
transportation for the trip home.

BCHS ART CLUB CALENDAR—is displayed by club officers (left to 
right), Sandy Aslett, secretary, John Brown, vice-president, and 
Trade Zetler, treasurer. The calendars are individually produced by

Park bears 0001 
threatened

WASHINGTON (AP) -  Fund for 
Animals, an environmental group, 
has filed suit in U.S. District Court 
accusing the government of 
threatening extinction o f the 
grizzly bear population of 
Yellowstone National Park.

The suit asks that the Interior 
Department be required to file an 
environmental impact statement 
on its controversial bear 
management program at the 
Wyoming park.

This program placed emphasis 
or, the dosure of garbage dumps 
where the bears usually searched 
for food discarded by campers. 
The action was intended to force 
the animals to search for natural 
foods and create what a National 
Park Service spokesman called “ a 
natural grizzly bear population."

The suit filed in the District of 
Columbia court on Tuesday ac
cused Interior Secretary Rogers C. 
B. Morton, among others, of 
violating the National En
vironmental Policy Act by failure 
to complete and file an en
vironmental impact statement on 
the program.

the students, one color at a time, using the silk-screen printing 
technique. Several Dillon merchants are now selling the attractive 
three-color calendars, which make an attractive Christmas gift. 
(Brian Mertz photo)

Strip mine rights granted 
for southeastern Montana

DOCTORS 
FOR DILLON

It accused the federal govern
ment o f threatening extinction of 
the grizzly bear population 
"because of a misguided man
agement policy.”

HELENA, Mont. (AP) — The 
Montana Land Department 
granted Peabody Coal Co. a permit 
Wednesday to stripmine about 3.5 
million tons of coal in 1974 near 
Colstrip in southeast Montana.

The wholly owned subsidiary of 
the Kennecott Copper Co. ip the 
last of the four strip-mining firms 
in operation in Montana tq be 
licensed for continued operations 
under the state’s tough, new 
reclamation law.

A fifth firm, Westmoreland 
Resources, seeks permission to 
begin strip-mining operations in 
early 1974. Its permit is yet to be 
acted on by the Land Department, 
which administers the mined-land 
reclamation law.

Peabody was allowed to disturb 
393 acres of land over the next 12 
months. About 150 acres will ac
tually be mined, the remainder of 
the land is tied up in mining roads, 
equipment sites and buildings.

Peabody posted bonds totaling 
$1.7 million to assure reclamation 
of land disturbed in the mining

"AWRIGHT, WRESTLE tBCHS Wrestling Coach Did Kent! prods his team in practice this week, as the 
Beavers prepare for the Dillon Invitational Inurnamcnt. Monti says his grapplers are in good condition for 
themeet, which gets underway Friday and ends Saturday night. (Brian Mertz photos)

operations, an average of $4,447 
per acre.

That is almost $2,000 more than 
the statutory requirement for 
bonding and is almost double the 
previous high bond of about $2,300 
per acre by the Decker Coal Co.

Peabody has claimed it will cost 
about $6,500 to reclaim each acre of 
mined land, with a lesser amount 
for reclaiming land disturbed by 
facilities associated with mining.

Land Department officials have 
observed that the coal company 
may be seeking a tax break. 
Reclamation costs are deductable 
from taxes paid to counties.

The Land Department denied 
permission to Peabody to reclaim 
one strip-mined pit by filling it with 
water to create a one-mine long, 
150-foot wide lake. The proposal 
was presented as an alternative to 
filling in the pit, regrading and 
topsoiling the area and restoring 
vegetation.

The plan lacked favorable 
supporting data, the Department 
said. Fifteen conditions were at
tached to the permit, including 
requirements for complete wildlife 
surveys of the mined area.

The department required the 
mining firm to remove all coal 
fenders, wedges o f co a l left

Gas crisis 
hits WMC

Western Montana’s basketball 
team, like much of the nation, is 
literally running out of gas.

Athletic Director Bill Straugh 
announced Tuesday that, due to the 
fuel Shortage, the Bulldogs have 
cancelled scheduled appearances 
at Central Washington State in 
EUensburg and the Clansman 
Classic Tournament in Burnaby, 
British Columbia.

“ While we deeply regret these 
cancellations,’ ’ Straugh explained, 
"travel cutbacks are abmlutely 
mandatory at this time.’ ’

Western had been slated 
January 3 at Central Washington 
and January 4-5 at the Clansman 
Tourney—a trip involving over 
1800 {piles.

through inefficient mining prac
tices. The fenders represent 3 per 
cent of the coal extracted by the 
company, about 105,000 tons a 
year.

Other firms awarded mining 
permits are Decker, Western 
Energy Co. and Knife River Coal 
Mining Co.

Montana coal production this 
year is estimated at slightly under 
11 million tons. In 1974 it is 
estimated to reach 13 million tons, 
with production expected to jump 
to about 20 million tons by 1975.

Nader staffer 
admits playing 

tape at party
WASHINGTON (A P) -  A 

lawyer admitted in court today 
that he played a part of a White 
House tape recording to six guests 
at a cocktail party and said, “ I 
made a very foolish mistake.”  

William Dobrovir, a lawyer for 
Ralph Nader in the milk fund case, 
said he stood in court “ as a very 
embarrassed man.”

He said he had a cassette copy of 
the tape in his pocket when he went 
to a cocktail party in fashionable 
Georgetown Monday night and that 
he said to the other guests, “ I’ve 
got in my pocket the hottest news 
item in town."

He said he then played about five 
minutes of the tape— “ that’s about 
all."

We will be open Monday thru Friday 
until 9:00 p.m. every night

Art club 
calendars 

on sale
Art students at Beaverhead 

County High School are not only 
learning printmaking and paint
ing, they are also gaining valuable 
experience in business.

Through their production and 
sale o f 1974 calendars, members of 
the BCHS Art Club hope to make a 
profit of $1,000, which will then be 
re-invested in capital im 
provements for the art depart
ment.

In years past, Christmas 
calendar profits have been used to 
purchase such necessary equip
ment as potter’s wheels, easels, a 
kiln, and draperies for the art 
room, according to club advisor 
Darrell Johnson.

Johnson is also one of the hard
est working teachers at BCHS, 
with six classes each day in ad
dition to his Art Club work. Despite 
the fact that only sophomores and 
juniors can take art, just half the 
students who want to can be ac
cepted.

“ While I wish we could allow 
everyone to take art classes,” says 
Johnson, “ the limited enrollment 
does allow us to pick very talented 
students. And I think their talent is 
apparent in this calendar.”

Outdoor and wildlife scenes are 
featured on the calendar, one for 
each month silk-screened in three 
colors. They are available through 
the high school office, as well as at 
Beaverhead Cleaners, Paint 
Palette Studio, the Rock and 
Hobby Shop, and Isabella’s.
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