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Weather Table
City High Low

B illin g s.................   rio 4
Belgrade ................... -4 -10
Broadus.... .............. » -4
“Butte............................... -6 .25
Cut Bank ..................... ..SO 10
D illon ...............................4 -1»
Glasgow ......................... .1 -10
Great F a l l s ...................... 17 6
Havre .......................„  .20 »
Helena..............................4 -5
Kallspe ll...........................» 1
Lew lstown....................... 17 13
L iv in gston .........................7 ’ l *
M iles C ity .......................... 7 0
M is so u la ...........................4 -12
West Yellowstone ..............5 -31

(As reported by FAA facilities)

Wednesday, January 2, 1974

Forecast
Scattered snow and continued cold 
with gusty winds on the- eeetgm 
slopes of tne Rockies. Pertly cloudy 
with temperatures slightly higher 
Thursday. Lows at night from O to -, 
20 with daytime highs from 10 to 23. 
The early morning low recorded at 
the western Montana College 
weather station this morning was . 
16. New Years Day the temperature 
ranged from -IS to 7 degrees and no 
moisture was recorded.
One year ago today the temperature 
In Dillon showed a high of 30 and a 

l low of 23, with a trace of moisture. 
Sunset this evening at 4:51, rising 
Thursday at 8:12 and setting at 4:51.

Santa's not so ¡oily 
about late phone calls

NORTH POLE, Alaska (AP) 
— Hold it Virginia, Alabama ... 
Washington and California. 
Santa has had about enough.

The not-so-jolly old gent said 
New Year's Day his telephone 
still was ringing nonstop. But, 
instead of youngsters making 
their Christmas requests it was 
irate parents inquiring about 
$97 phone bills.

“I’m getting calls galore from 
telephone operators verifying 
my number,” Santa said. “A lot 
of parents are pretty irate 
because some bills run up 
mighty high. Several thousand 
folks got phone bills for calls to 
Santa’s house at North Pole, 
Alaska, and they want to know 
if I’m for real.”

Santa, who is Con Miller, 
owner of Santa Claus House 
Trading Post, gets about 5,000 
calls a year, some from as far

away as Japan and Bermuda 
“Most of the kids in the lower 

40 states dial the numbers 
themselves,” he said. “You 
know you’ve only gat to show 
those youngsters once how to 
use the phone.”

During the day a four-minute 
phone call from Miami, Fla., to 
here would cost about $6.30 plus 
tax. Fora kid with a big list that 
runs into a large bill fast.

“Where they get my number I 
don’t know,” he said.

It has been listed as Santa 
Claus House in the North Pole 
section of the Fairbanks tele
phone directory since 1952. 
Around Christmas some news
papers and radio and television 
stations give it out.

Most irksome to Santa, 
though, are what he terms 
“semi-crank” calls from "so
mebody in some bar room in

3 die in heater mishap

DEBRIS AND ICE—are building up on the Beaverhead River 
north of Dillon, again threatening to block the stream and cause 
flooding, according to County Civil Defense Director Ed 
Swetish. Similar jams of debris during last December’s cold

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

IRS reviews Nixon taxes
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Internal Revenue Service said 

today it is re-examining President Nixon’s income tax returns 
for the past several years. ,

The IRS said representatives of Nixon are cooperating fully in 
the probe and had authorized disclosure of the action.

Gas price hikes predicted
NEW YORK (AP) — The new year meant fresh gasoline 

supplies today for many of the nation’s motorists, but govern
ment officials say stiff price hikes may be right around the 
comer. Gas allocations are delivered at the beginning of each 
month in most cases, and a spokesman for the Automobile Club 
of New York Said many stations had at least part of their 
January allotments. Oil companies were given the goahead 
Monday to hike gasoline prices 1.5 cents a gallon. Federal 
Energy Office officials said Tuesday that prices could be about 
10 cents a gallon more by March.

Station starts 'rationing'
SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Phillip Webb wants to protect his 

regular service station patrons during the gasoline shortage. So 
he’s designed a system of winds);..1!.: stickers and will ration 
fuel on a priority basis. “I had to decide which individual behind 
the wheel is important to me,” Webb explained. “And that’s the 
steady customer.”

Nixon oil interest charged
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Nixon can do little to con

trol the oil companies because the petroleum industry was a 
heavy contributor to the President’s 1972 campaign, says Rep. 
Les Aspin, D-Wis. Aspin made the contention in releasing a rè- 
page study showing that 413 officials and major stockholders o f . 
178 oil companies contributed more than $4.9 million to the re- 
election effort.

U.S. Soviet expert dies
WASHINGTON (AP) — Charles E. “Chip” Bohlen, a longtime 

U.S. expert on the Soviet Union, died Tuesday night after a 
lengthy battle with cancer, his physician reported. Bohlen, 68, 
retired in 1969 after a 40-year diplomatic career that included 
service as ambassador to Moscow from 1953 to 1957, the 
Philippines from 1957 to 1959 and France from 1962 to 1968.

Bearne becomes N.Y. mayor
NEW YORK ( AP) — With a promise to “give the people a real 

voice in their own destiny," Abraham D. Bearne became this 
city’s 104th mayor.

Hie 67-year-old Brooklyn Democrat, the city’s first Jewish 
mayor, succeeds John V. Lindsay. Bearne took his oath 
privately Monday night and publicly Tuesday in front of City 
Hall as some 1,500 persons looked on in cold, drizzly weather.

Lindsay, 52, described his emotions on leaving office as
mixed. . . .

“It’s been a long eight years,” he said. He did not seek re- 
election and has not announced future plans.

Hunt released from prison
LEWISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Watergate conspirator E. Howard 

Hunt was released from a federal prison farm today pending the 
outcome of an appeal filed in Washington.

Grocery prices still rising
NEW YORK (AP) — The family grocery bill went up again 

during December, an Associated Press marketbasket survey 
shqws. There were signs that the price picture for the beginning 
of 1974 won’t be much ‘of an improvement over 1973. The AP 
survey showed that marketbasket totals were an average of 13 
per cent higher at the start of the new year than they were on 
March 1,10 months earlier. The AP checked the prices of 15 food 
and nonfood items in Ì3 cities on March 1 and rechecked them at 
the beginning of each succeeding month. The latest survey 
showed that during December, 28.7 per cent of the total number 
of items checked went up in price,'11.8 pef cent went down, 48.7 
per cent were unchanged and 10.8 per cent were not available on 
one of the check dates. Staples like milk, butter and eggs led the. 
Ust of higher-priced itemB. All-beef frankfurters did decline in 
price in six cities.

snap caused ice to form and collect, resulting in nearly 200 acres 
being flooded. This photo shows ice and snow forming an island 
and disrupting flow of the stream below the old highway bridge, 
where flooding began last year. (Brian Mertz photo)

Shoup challenges fuel cut threat
Threats by a major oil with the new Federal Energy 

company to slice fuel supplies Administration to find a fair 
for much of Montana by half solution to the problem, 
need not be so, Congressman 
Dick Shoup said today.

Shoup said that day after day 
his office receives letters from 
a l a r m e d  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  
especially in the Ronan and 
Pabló areas, who fear that their 
homes will be cold and jobs lost 
due to military demands on 
Union Oil Company.

1116 Montana Congressman 
has checked out the situation 
and found that Union oil has not 
been forced to make such a 
decrease in supplies.

After contacting the 
Department of Defense and the 
Office of Petroleum Allocation, 
he determined that a demand of 
some 42 million gallons of fuel 
has been made on Union Oil, but 
that figure amounts to only 
about 4 per cent of that com
pany’s total output. If the entire 
42 n r ’lion gallons were supplied 
iron he Northwest, then a cut 
by per cent might be 
necesi ary.

Shoup has >een assured by 
the defense department that 
Union Oil has the option of 
supplying the oil from various 
parts of Üie nation. Instead, that 
company has indicated that the 
Northwest may bear the brunt 
of the loss.

‘"Die immediate problem is to 
get Union Oil to agree to 
distribute the demand equally 
throughout its various 
refineries instead of placing the 
full burden on our part of the 
country,” Shoup said.

He added that he is working

LIVINGSTON — The teenage 
daughter of a Dillon resident 
was one of three persons who 
died in a home here yesterday, 
apparently victims of 
asphyxiation due to a faulty 
furnace.

Dixie L. Lewis, 18, daughter 
of Leland Lewis of Dillon, was 
overcome by fumes in the home 
on New Years day, according to 

.P ark  County Coroner Jack 
’ Davis. Hie other victims were 
identified as Steve Nelson, 24,

and Bruce Costle, 18. The 
deaths occurred in the home of 
the two men, Davis said.

Investigation is continuing 
into the cause of the heater 
malfunction. Miss Lewis was a 
senior at Park High School, and 
is survived by her father and 
mother, Mrs. Donaldine Lewis 
of Livingston, and two younger 
brothers, Tim and Jay.

The father operates the 
Theater Barber Shop in Dillon.

San Diego who had to say hello 
to Santa Claus.

“Those generally come about 
3 a.m.”

Court turns 
down drug 
search case

HELENA (AP) -  Montana’s 
Supreme court refused to inter
cede Wednesday in a dan
gerous-drugs case in which the 
defendant contended her rightB 
were violated by an improper 
search and seizure at Alberton.

The justices declined to enter 
the case in an unsigned order 
handed down less than an hour 
after Lola L. Armstrong’s re
quest was presented by her 
lawyer, James E. Congdon, 
Missoula.

He protested the denial by 
District Court Judge Edward T. 
Dussaultof the woman’s motion 
to suppress as evidence 
dangerous drugs allegedly 
found in her Alberton residence.

The lawyer argued that there 
wasn’t sufficient probable 
cause to issue the search war
rant to Alberton Town Marshal 
Ronald E. Boyce last March.

The resulting search led to the 
filing in Mineral County of both 
felony and misdemeanor 
charges against the woman.

Congdon said the alleged 
drugs were not taken from her 
person or found in her imme
diate presence.

Dixie Trolinger 
dies at age 74

Dixie I. Trolinger, 74, a for
mer Dillon resident, died in her 
Missoula home on Friday. She 
was bom Nov. 23,1899 in Butte.

She m arried Cecil E. 
Trolinger in Idaho Falls on 
Sept. 14, 1926. They resided in 
Dillon for many years, and later 
moved to Miisoula where he 
managed a service station until 
retirement. He died Feb. 1,1970.

Survivors include two 
daughters, Donna Reese of 
Phoenix, Ariz., and Dolores 
Mason, Seattle; a sister, Linda 
Stahl of Dillon; five grand
children; 14 great-grand
children, and several nieces and 
nephews.

Services were held Monday 
with burial in Missoula 
Cemetery. Mrs. Linda Stahl of 
Dillon and her daughter, Mrs. 
Paul Loop of Oregon, attended 
the services.

Snowmobiler dies
MISSOULA (AP) — George 

Cyr, 49, Spokane, Wash., died 
early Wednesday in a Missoula 
hospital from injuries suffered 
in a snowmbbile accident, the“ 
second person killed by 
snowmobile accidents in the 
state in two days.

TWO WEEKS—of cold weather has caused considerable ice 
jamming on the Beaverhead River, including this before-and- 
after sequence taken on the Webster Ranch. Above photo, taken 
in mid-December, shows ice beginning to form on debris in the 
river. Photo below illustrates further formation that had oc
curred by this morning. Last year the County Civil Defense 
broke up ice and debris formations that capse flooding with

several cases of dynamite, incuring the wrath of the Fish and 
Game Department. This year County CD Director Ed Swetish 
says that Civil Defense will act only if public property is in
volved. He has called ranchers and property owners in the area 
and requested that they remove debris that is choking the river, 
before ice buildup becomes a major problem. (Brian Mertz 
photos)


