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Staff Writer
Pilot Jeff Mitchell, 22, was in stable 

condition Monday in Missoula's St. 
Patrick’s Hospital where he was flown 
Saturday after the crash of a light plane 
in mountainous country east of Glen. A 
family spokesman said Mitchell, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gile Mitchell of Dillon, 
suffered massive head and facial 
injuries in the accident. He was 
scheduled for surgery Tuesday morn
ing.

Florence Goody, 50, and her 
25-year-old son Eddy died in the early 
morning crash into Earls Gulch on 
Cartney Mountain. Another passenger, 
Lance Scofield, 22, was treated for cuts 
and bruises in Barrett Memorial 
Hospital aqd released Saturday.

The four were using the plane, owned 
by Dillon Flying Service, to spot elk, 
according to Beaverhead County law 
enforcement office's.

Sheriff Rick Later said the crash 
happened about 8 a.m. Law enforce
ment officers first learned of the 
accident about 9:30 after Scofield hiked

about four miles from the crash site to 
the Gunner Kalsta ranch.

Swede Troedsson, an Emergency 
Medical Technician and Search and 
Rescue member, said Scofield was 
thrown clear of the plane, a Cessna 172 
Skyhawk, on impact.

The Goodys and Mitchell, a 1978 
graduate of Beaverhead County High 
School and a Western Montana College 
freshman, remained with the plane, he 
said. ,

Troedsson said he and the sheriff 
were first on the scene but that they 
were closely followed by Deputy Keith 
Reeder, Search and Rescue volunteers, 
Beaverhead ambulance personnel and 
Glen nurses Eileen Kalsta and Kathy Jo 
Frank.

He said emergency personnel called 
for Missoula's helicopter ambulance 
after deciding Mitchell’s injuries were 
too severe to move him overland out of 
the rough country.

He said Mitchell was in stable con
dition when rescuers arrived. He said 
Dr. Andy Juergens and the nurses 
placed Mitchell on a scoop stretcher,

with the aid of Search and Rescue 
volunteers, carried him to the helicopter 
landing site.

He said Search and Rescue and am
bulance personnel praised the nurses' 
care of the crash victims.

He said the Goodys were dead when 
rescuers arrived.

SCOFIELD, A seismograph worker 
and ranch hand, was riding in the back 
seat, behind the pilot.

“It  all just happened so fast that 
there was no time to say anything,” he 
said. “I  just knew we were going to 
crash."

“We saw some elk, circled back and 
must have hit a downdraft, because we 
were up there pretty good and then 
suddenly the ground was coming at us 
real quick," he added.

Scofield said he may have blacked out 
because he does not remember the crash 
itself. He woke up outside the plane.

Scofield said he went back to the 
plane to help the others. Mitchell was 
regaining consciousness and he covered 
the pilot with a blanket, and went for 

I Cont. on page A-7]

The Cessna 172 (right) piloted by Jeff Mitchell plummeted 
into a rugged canyon east of Glen Saturday morning. Mitchell 
was taken off the mountain by Dr. Andy Juergens (front) and

Photos by Cal Jaooboon
volunteers (from the left) Gene Regan, Keith Reeder, Rick 
Later, and Dave Mattson. See more pictures on page A-8.

Voters have their say Nov. 2Normal problems

E l k  h a r v e s t  s a i d  g o o d
Six hunters got themselves lost after 

big game season opened Sunday. But 
the last one had walked out to civiliza
tion by Tuesday morning, according to 
the Beaverhead County Sheriffs office.

The Forest Service found 25 persons 
in violation of area inter-agency road 
closures on Sunday. And the forests 
attracted an even heavier opening day 
crowd of sportsmen than usual—pro
bably because the weather was kind.

In  short, the biggest day of the year 
for many area hunters was even more 
hectic than usual for law enforcement 
and public agency personnel.

However Garth Haugland, game 
warden for the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Game said the number of 
hunting rule violations seemed about 
normal and added he did not encounter 
any "big problems" Sunday.

And although the Forest Service had 
to deal with a crowd of hunters violating 
road closures, Bureau of Land Manage
ment found only two.

"We did have four people out 
checking for violators, but we didn't 
have many, maybe because the desir
able elk areas are on Forest Service 
land," said Dick Cosgriffe, manager of 
BLM’s Dillon Resource Area.

Haugland noted that hunters in the 
East Pioneers where he patrolled 
opening day did not seem to be killing 
game in great numbers. He added, 
though, that reports from the Argcnta- 
Polaris area indicated a good elk 
harvest there.

‘‘We’ll know better what kind of 
hunting year it will be a little later," he 
said.

Haugland said in a pre opening day 
interview that thedeer and elk are out 
there but weather—and luck—will 
determine hunter success this season.

Although several other types of 
hunting seasons are scheduled through 
the year, Haugland said most area 
hunting interest centers on big game 
animals, maybe bcnause elk and deer 
are plentiful in the area.

And this year game populations are 
even heavier than usual, Haugland said, 
pointing out that the availability of 
forage combined with mild winters the 
past three years have resulted in 
"substantial increases”.

Even last winter's early season cold 
did not hurt herds because snow didn’t 
freeze hard and crust as it usually does 
after the normal mid-winter thaw.

Haugland said the west side of the 
Big Hole and the West Pioneers will 
probably be hot spots for elk hunters. 
He noted that Blacktail populations 
have grown significantly all ready since 
special restritions were imposed last 
year prohibiting the taking of spike elk.

Pointing out the restrictions were 
imposed because there seemed to be 
excessive harvest of young male 
animals and as a result, drop in the calf 
crop. Haugland said the rules still apply 
this year.

The Lima Peaks will probably be

popular with both elk and deer hunters, 
Haugland said. He noted, however, it is 
still not clear how much oil and gas 
exploration in the area has affected 
game populations.

"They may be a little more ner
vous than usual,” he said.

The Blacktail remains a good deer 
habitat. And there is a special permit- 
only staggered season in the Sweet
water this year.

Haugland noted the department in
stituted the season because the deer 
population seems to be especially high 
in the area. About 500 permits were 
issued which will allow hunters to take 
anterless animals in addition to the 
either sex kill allowed under regular 
hunting regulations.

Haugland said most area hunters 
abide by the rules but noted the most 
common violations involve tagging 
rules. He urged hunters to always ask 
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The judicial contest between Clancy 
attorney Jerry Cate and Dillon attorney 
Frank Davis will headline next Tues
day’s election which will settle four local 
races.

Davis and Cate, running for non
partisan Fifth Judicial District Seat, are 
trying to woo voters in Madison and 
Jefferson counties as well as the Beaver
head.

Cate, 42, is a native Montanan. He 
graduated from the University of 
Montana law school in 1966. He had a 
private law practice in Billings, before 
taking his current position with the 
state. He is a partner in a ranch near

Beaverhead County will receive 
$76,607 to establish an Emergency 
Operating Center (EOC) in the Dillon 
courthouse and a separate $57,000 grant 
to upgrade Emergency Medical Services 
communications.

Rodger Johnson, county civil defense 
director, said he received confirmation 
last week from the state Disaster 
Emergency Services Division (DESD) 
that funding for the emergency center 
his been approved through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

Keith Reeder of the EMS Corp. said 
he was notified of the separate com
munications grant by the state Depart
ment of Health and Environmental 
Sciences.

Johnson said he applied for the EOC 
grant without any real hope the county 
would receive full funding because of 
tight economic times.

He thinks the plan for converting a 
law enforcement annex basement room 
into the center was approved because 
the county has been designated as a 
"host community” in the event of a 
nuclear attack.

He said Dillon would be expected to 
try to accommodate refugees from 
Butte-Silvcrbow, an area thought to be 
targeted by the Soviet Union.

Baker. He and his wife live in Clancy 
with their three children.

Davis, 59, graduated from the 
University of Tennessee law school in 
1948. He has practiced law in Dillon 
since 1953, and served for six months as 
the district court judge here. He and his 
wife have five children and four 
grandchildren. He has run twice for 
judge in the district and lost.

IN  TH E OTHER HOTLY contested 
election race, Democrat Bill Hand, 
Republican Harold Briggs and Libertar
ian Randy Piper are trying for the 
District 82 House of Representatives 
seat.

What will the grant buy? Johnson 
said the money will pay for construc
tion of a well to insure an uncontam
inated water supply, and installation of 
a fuel tank for an emergency generator 
and the pump which would insure a 
fresh gasoline supply.

Purchase of two weeks of fuel for the 
generator (which will be rotated by the 
sheriffs office), an automatic switch 
which will be activated if the power 
supply to the generator is interrupted, 
and a device which would help overcome

A play, variety show and quick draw 
auction will be the main events of the 
Southwest Montana Art Gallery’s 
grand opening Thursday.

Gallery members are sponsoring the 
grand opening to encourage the public 
to visit their newly remodeled facility 
above city hall. They’ve rennovated the 
old city ballroom and stage into a 
facility suitable for theatre productions 
as well as art shows and community 
gatherings, said Darrell Johnson, 
gallery president.

The grand opening will feature tho

Briggs, 65, a resident of the county 33 
years, has been involved in ranching, 
fanning, construction and business. He 
is the bishop of the Second Ward of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.

Hand, 58, grew up in Beaverhead 
County mining camps and assisted the 
operation of the family mine for 23 
yean/ The mining engineer was 
legislator during the 1977 and 1979 
aensions.

Piper, 25, is a Dillon native who is 
earning an undergraduate degree in 
business finance at Montana State 
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enemy communications blocks are 
planned.

The grant will also fund an extensive 
portable radio and base station for a 
communications system, emergency 
lights, tables, chairs and status boards 
and display equipment.

Johnson said the EOC could also be 
used as a communications center if a 
natural disaster ever disrupts normal 
communications.

He said the county will receive 90 
[Cont. on page A-7]

Dillbn-based Vigilante Players in a one 
act comedy by Noel Coward—"Fumed 
Oak" and in a variety show. A 
champagne reception and a showing of 
gallery works will be other highlights of 
the evening.

Curtain time is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
and also for Friday and Saturday per
formances by the Vigilante Players.

Tickets will be on sale at the door for 
$0.00 for the grand opening and $5 
Friday and Saturday.

Proceeds will go towards rcn;c:?c’itig 
expenses nnd future

C o u n ty  g e ts  $ 1 3 3 ,0 0 0  g ra n t

Art center opens Thursday


