
C u c k o o ’ s  N e s t  d r a m a  s p o t l i g h t s  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m
“One Flew Over th e  Cuckoo’s N est,” a  two-act dram atic 

comedy, will be  presented Nov. 11, 12 and 13 in the 
W estern M ontana College auditorium.

Director Ellen Bush said the play is about th e  struggle 
of people to  free themselves from mental confinement. Set 
in a  mental hospital in the Pacific Northwest, th e  play 
revolves around the  rising tension between N urse Ratched 
(Joann Eslick) and Randall P . McMurphy (Rick Holton). 
McMurphy brings new life and laughter into the  lives of

the much abused schizophrenics in the  ward until a final 
confrontation destroys him bu t liberates the spirits of the 
patients from the tyranny of the Big Nurse, the director 
said,

"The characters and the story are unforgettable,” she 
said. "You can 't help bu t become involved with the 
patient's setbacks and trium phs."

Explaining the play was written by Dale Wasserman 
and based on the novel by Ken Kesey, Ms. Bush said the 
play sets up several symbolic clashes between the strong

and the weak. She added the cast, made up of WMC 
students and community residents, uncovers “new depth 
and meaning" in this representation of life in a mental 
ward.

She pointed out Kesey actually worked the night shift as 
a ward attendant in a  mental facility and many of the 
sketches in the play are drawn from his experiences during 
th a t period.

“Cuckoo’s N est has been exciting for me from Day 1,” 
Ms. Bush said, explaining cast members’ enthusiasm is 
making the production “ speical.”

Besides Holton and Ms. Eslick actors include Dale 
Liikala, Robert “Mike" Miller, Larry Ham, K athy 
Murray, Paul Tikalsky, Dirk Peacock, Chris Fisk, Fred 
Redfield, Butch Opsahl, Brian Bjorklund, Lanny Veinrich, 
Carmaine Mindt, Chris McLaren, Larry Ham, Addie 
Haugen, Karolyn Goodsell and Cathy Crasser.

Crew members are Rhonda Conley, Brian Bjorklund, 
Karen Martinez, Corrine Killoy and production class 
members.

Ms. Bush pointed out combining the talents of 
community residents and students gives greater depth to 
productions. She said not only does th e  combination give a 

; director more varied talent to  draw upon bu t also allows 
t  students the chance to  work with more experienced actors 

I and actresses.
The talents of the cast will be showcased in a set built to 

enhance the action according to  a  “unique, framed” 
concept, Ms. Bush said.

She added sound and lighting have been designed “to 
provide th e  to tal experience for the audience."

She pointed out the language in the play is lively—and 
sometimes obscene. “ The patients are society’s rejected 
and their speech reflects perhaps an inordinate number of 
expletives, the director warned. She said play-goers should 

■ use discretion in deciding whether or not “Cuckoos N est” 
is for themselves or their children.

Opening night admission will be by reservation only, she 
said. A formal reception will follow the  performance.

Tickets are available a t the P rin ting  Place, through 
Nov. 10 and from cast members.

Opening night ticket are $5. O ther performances will be 
$4 in advance for adults and $5 a t the  door. Senior citizens 
and students will be adm itted for $2.

Cast members rehearsing last week for WMC’s upcoming (from the left) Cathy Crosser, Brian Bjorklund, Addie 
production of “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s N est” included Haugen, Paul Tikalsky, Dirk Peacock, and Rick Holton.

New office aids 
ag employees

A private, non-profit corporation created to  help 
seasonal agricultural workers find permanent employment 
opened an office in Dillon Oct. 1.

H ie M ontana Farmworker Council, Inc., which also has 
offices in Sidney, Billings, Helena and Miles City is located 
a t 230 North Idaho.

John Beauchan, office director and a counselor-coor- 
dinator, said the council is funded by a federal block grant 
through the Comprehensive Employment and Training 
Act. The corporation tries to  place agricultural workers in 
perm anent jobs, not necessarily agriculture-related.

“The seasonal worker has always been neglected,” 
Beauchan said. “If  anyone ever needed some help these 
people do. We’re trying to  get th a n  good, perman
ent jobs a t  something they really w ant to  do. We’re  willing 
to  train  them to do this.” '

The council offers three training programs for seasonal 
agricultural workers: work experience, on-the-job training 
and classroom training.

In work experience, an individual is placed in a 
government or non-profit agency and the  council pays the 
participant’s entire salary for four to  six weeks. Beauchan 
said the purpose of th e  program is to  teach good work 
habits.

Classroom training is geared to  educating workers in 
specific skills such as machinery repair o r electronics. 
Participants are paid a  basic living aUowjwee wfiile in 
class. Currently, Beauchan said classes are ottered in 
Helena.

On-the-job training places participants in business 
rather than  government or non-profit corporations. The 
council pays half the  participant’s wages during the 
training period and th e  employer agrees .to hire 
th e  individual a t  th e  completion of training.

Beauchan said employers hiring M FC applicants are 
eligible for federal tax  credits.

To qualify for th e  programs, applicants m ust have spent 
a t least 50 percent of their tim e in agricultural work or 
earned a t  least 50 percent of their income in agriculture in 
any 12 consecutive months during th e  previous two years.

The individual’s income during the  past year m ust be 
under certain income levels listed a t  th e  MFC office. The 
cut-offs are partially determined by th e  applicant's family 
size.

Applicants visiting the MFC office first draw up an 
employability plan with Beauchan's assistance outlining 
career interests and goals. Beauchan then helps them 
obtain placement and/or training in their interest area.

MFC office hours are 8 a.m. to  4 p.m. da ily 'an d  
interested applicants or businessmen m ay phone 683-2618.

Woolcontest 
at poolside
The 1982 District 3 Make I t  Yourself W ith Wool contest 

wifl be Saturday, Nov. 6 a t  the pool side in the Copper 
K ing Inn  a t  Butte.

Contestants will begin judging activities a t  9 a.m. with 
a  no-host luncheon and style show for the public in the 
afternoon.

Reservations for the 1 p.m. pool side luncheon should be 
made by Thursday, Nov. 4, by calling Ann Reynolds a t 
683-4600 or 683-5066. The sty le show will follow a t  2 p.m., 
pool side.

F irst place winners of the  junior, senior, and adult 
divisions will receive an  expense paid trip  to  the s ta te  
competition a t Billings in early December. Pre-teen 
contestants win a t  d istrict level only.

The event is a  sewing, knitting, o r crocheting contest in 
which th e  garm ent entered and modeled is made by the 
contestant from wool fabric which m ust contain a t  least 60 
percent wool. Each contestant receives a gift from the 
Make I t  Yourself W ith Wool d istrict contest in apprecia
tion for their participation and interest in entering the 
contest.

Contestants in district 3 M ake I t  Yourself W ith Wool 
are  from Beayerhead, Silver Bow, Madison, Jefferson, 
Deer Lodge, and Powell Counties. Sheep producers of the 
area and the  M ontana and National Auxiliary Wool- 
growers Association sponsor th e  nation-wide contest.

Trinity Women 
host deanery

The S t. Rose Trinity Wo
men of Dillon will host the 
annual B utte Deanery meeting 
on Sunday a t  1 p.m. in the 
family center.

The Parish Council of 
Catholic Women from parishes 
in B utte, Anaconda, Deer 
Lodge, Whitehall, Sheridan, 
Lauren, Ennis and Dillon are 
invited.

Deanery president, Veronica 
Sullivan, of B utte will call the 
■meeting to  order. The main 
: guest speaker will be Diane 
Ha&lund of Ronan, who is the 

:He!ena Diocesan Community 
•Affairs Chairman. Mary Belh

Little, B utte, will present 
plans for the s ta te  convention 
a t Fairmont H ot Springs next 
July. L ittle is convention 
chairman of the affair.

F ather Pedro Barron will 
give the blessing and F ather 
Ken Fortney will present a 
slide program.

The meeting luncheon will 
close a  give-away of an Indian 
painting donated by Marilyn 
Dwyer Mason of Dillon.

Parish president of Trinity 
Women, Peggy Birkenbuel, 
said she expects about 100 
members will be attending the 
turkey salad luncheon which 
will be $4.

Legion f© meet
The regular meeting of Bea

verhead Post 20, the American 
Legion, will be Thursday, Nov. 
4 a t 8 p.m. I t  will be preceded 
by a 0:30 p.m. social hour. 
Rodger Johnson and Marvin

Lundberg will be dinner hosts.
The Boys S tate delegate, 

sponsored by the post—Rob
ert Burt—will give his report. 
Plans for veterans day will ba 
discussed.
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Bobbing for apples spoiled Jason Howard's (far left) spooky makeup bu t he and classmate 
Koby Holland tried their best to  clamp on to one of the slippety red globes in the tub. Other 
youngsters like Amber Young (above left) and Mary M clsaac enjoyed ju s t dressing up and 
playing games which weren’t  as damp while Mrs. Ella Nelson’s class (below) heard about

J * ? .


