
f. UMP

M I J N I A N A  M I S  r  .  L  I M H A K Y

OMO

IILLLN a m r cj ■■) ( > 0 1

o
c___a  d .__ 2

Ui
r ;.~j*

~ \ J

r~ ~~i c-___Zi

tr

Serving  S ou th w est M ontana Since 1881
VOL. 92, NO. 96 TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9,1982, DILLON, MONTANA

Examiner

y l i f l e j P G y ©

Cy Flay i i/OTsetev pago s-s

25c

§<Hi(S) iF iT IC lll^  Pago B-1

J r .  M is s  M o n d a y  P a g e  A -8

yamujffl.mwaiu .w jn

G r a tz e r  
g e ts  life 
w ith o u t 
p a ro le

Karl Gratzer, 20, was sentenced last 
week in Butte to life in prison without 
possibility of parole for the April 14 
murder of Montana Tech student Tim 

Hull.
District Judge Mark Sullivan ruled 

Thursday that Gratzer’s lack of a past 

ciminal history ruled out hanging.
But the judge designated Gratzer a 

dangerous offender and tacked on an 

additional 10 years because he used a 
gun to kill Hull, 19, the son of Dillon’s 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hull.

The 10-year portion is to be served 
after the life sentence meaning that 
Gratzer will spend his life in prison and 
after he dies, will still owe the state a 

decade.
"We’re glad it’s'over,” said the vic

tim’s father in a phone conversation 
Monday. Hull added the family did not 
favor the death penalty. “We believe in 

the system,” he said.
Hull, of Dillon, died in a Montana 

Tech parking lot shortly before 
midnight when Gratzer fired two slugs 
from a .357-caliber Magnum pistol into 
Hull’s head. Gratzer was angry because 
Hull had been with Pam Luke, 19, 

whom Gratzer considered his girlfriend. 
Gratzer and Luke also were Tech 

students.
Sullivan ruled that Gratzer did

lie-in-wait for Hull and that there were
sufficient aggravating circumstances to
allow consideration of the death

penalty. ,
ICont. on page A-7]

B a s k e tb a ll 
t o u r n e y  h e re  
W e d n e s d a y

TeamsLand fans from nine western 
Montana Communities will converge in 

Dillon Wednesday for the Western A 
Conference girls basketball champion
ship tournament.

This is the first. time the tourna
ment has been held in Dillon.

Tournament Manager John Wilker- 
son expects about 200 visitors from just 
the teams and people traveling with 
them. Fans from the various towns 
could add another 200 to that figure.

Teams playing in the Wednesday 
through Saturday tourney, and their 
conference records include: Butte 
Central (12-0), Whitefish (10-2), Hamil
ton (8-4), Dillon (6-6), Stevensville (6-6), 

Poison (5-7), Ronan (5-7), Deer Lodge 

(2-10), and Browning (2-10).
Butte Central, last year's state 

champs, are the clear favorites to win 

the championship in Dillon. The top 
four placers in the tourney will advance 
on to the state championships in White- 
fish the following week.

Games begin Wednesday night with 
championship matchup set for Saturday 

[Cont. on page A-5J -

Solitary scarecrow Photo by Julie Simon

scarecrow nete the R&nl)ci)i>am3ltoh"&st ofDillonTi&sMn th frm stiM iF^ge grin; He’s not the only one
and clear to cold and snowy this week. After a weekend of cold but clear weather, a storm began folks say they're glad their valley missed at least one snow storm this year, 
dumping snow on Dillon Sunday night. But the scarecrow was dressed by the Benson family to

J o b  S e r v ic e  w i l l  c lo s e  b a r r in g  p r o t e s t
Dillon residents should write their 

Legislators and Gov. Ted Schwinden if 
they want the local Job Service office to 
remain open.

That was what T. Gary Curtiss, 
division administrator of the Montana 
Employment and Training Division and 

the Montana Job Service, told about 25 
Dillon residents Thursday night.

Curtiss explained the Dillon Job 
Service office and about 15 others are in 

danger of bang closed because of 
federal level change in the formula 
which governs the number and location 
of Job Service offices in a given area.

The population-driven formula may 
result in Job Service increases in urban 
centers, he said.

But for Montana and at least 16 other 
largely rural states, the change will 
mean budget cuts.

In Montana the cuts will total about 
$4 Million and call for trimming the 

state job service work force to 40 from 
168 by fiscal year 1985.

He said the state does not provide 
funding to save small town offices, but 

the only remaining facilities will

probably be in Butte, Missoula, Kalis- 
pell, Helena, Great Falls, Billings and 
Bozeman.

Curtiss said because of the impend

ing cuts, the state Department of Labor 
and Industry has asked the governor for 

permission to ask the Legislature for a 
.02 increase in the rate employers pay 
for unemployment insurance.

The administrator guessed that in
crease would cost employers about $16 

per employee per year to keep the Job 
Service open.

But he stressed that figure was only 

an estimate since the rates employers 
pay vary. He added the Legislature 
might also see the need to make 

increases apart from Job Service 

funding because the trust fund which 
holds the unemployment insurance 

funds employers pay is being rapidly 
depleted with rising joblessness.

Curtiss said Gov. Ted Schwinden has 

as yet taken no stand on the depart
ment’s proposal for the .02 percent in
crease.

“He wants us to find out if small 
businessmen think thie local job service

offices are valuable enugh to them to 
pay the extra rate,” he said.

Curtiss said small businessmen will 
be directly affected by the loss of the job 

service because they will no longer be 

able to use the agency's service to find 
employees.

He said the referral service would be 
severely curtailed because remaining 
job service offices would have to handle 
unemployment claims from large areas.

“And even the offices which remain 
open will be working on reduced staff 
numbers," he said.

He added distances between the 
offices and the people they serve would 
make it difficult for job services to keep 

cuncnt on local area employment open
ings.

He pointed out that already the 

Dillon office serves a wide area includ

ing Beaverhead County, Twin Bridges, 
Sheridan and Virginia City.

If  that office is closed, persons 

needing to file unemployment claims 
will have to drive to Butte.

He said because the Butte staff would 

be inundated with claims, staffers

would have little time to counsel job. 
seekers or pre-screen potential workers 

for employers looking for a job.

“There might be a bulletin board 
listing job openings but that would be 
about it,” he said.

Several persons attending the meet
ing pointed out ranchers make heavy 
use of the local office for finding 
seasonal workers. They asked if Dillon 
would be allowed at least a part-time 
office staffed once or twice a week from 
Butte.

Curtiss said that approach has al
ready been tried other places in the 
state and that it has its limitations 
because the Job Service worker can't 

maintain direct contact with employers.
He said also it would probably require 

moving the office, now at 126 South 
Montana, to the county courthouse or 
some other rent-free place.

When asked what local people can do 

to save the office, Curtiss smiled and 
said:

“I  think you should write the 
governor and your legislators and tell

them A1 Hinton is the best thing since 
buttered popcorn.”

He paused and added: “Seriously, I 
think you should do what you think is 
best. I f  you think the Job Service office 

performs a valuable function let your 
Legislators know about it. I f  you don’t, 
don't say anything and the office 
probably will be closed.”

The local job service has this year 
processed an average of 150 claims per 
week, local director A1 Hinton said.

. I t  processed 1,440 new applications 
and renewals for people looking for work 
and placed 441 individuals in job 
situations. The office maintained up
dated files on 250 active 'job seekers, 

kept in close contact with potential 
employers and referred 735 individuals 
to them.

The office provided a base of 
operations for the state veterans rep
resentative and acted as an informa

tion source on current employment 

situations in Beaverhead and Madison 
counties.

B r i g g s ’  l o s s  n o t  e n o u g h  f o r  r e c o u n t
Unsuccessful District 82 incumbent 

Republican Harold Briggs won't ask for 

a recount but his campaign manager Shi 
Dean said last week she wished the law 
would allow one just to confirm the 
accuracy of Democrat Bill Hand’s 23 

vote victory.
Mrs. Dean said last week county 

officials told her state law allows 
recounts only if a candidate is defeated 

“by a margin not exceeding 1/4 of 1 
percent of the total votes cast for 
candidates for the same position." That 
total for the legislative race was 2,686 
including 1,306 for Briggs, 1,283 for 
Hand and 97 for Libertarian Randy 

Piper.
“So a recount would have been 

allowed only if the margin would have 

been 6.7 votes or less.
Mrs. Dean said Briggs, who has been 

in Salt Lake City since his wife was 
t aken there for medical treatment before 
the election, said the incumbent was “of 
course, disappointed" that he lost.

She expressed surprise that Briggs 

lost to Hand in the Wise River precinct 
54-30 when the incumbent, who did well 

with rural voters, earned that area 

heavily in the !!■’ 0 c!rebon.

PEGGY THOMPSON

Hand said last week that watching 
the see-sawing returns election night 
was “pretty tense” for him.

He attributed his win to "the good 
people who helped me” and said he tried 
to run “a clean, positive campaign” 
which stressed issues rather than 
pejr-onalitic.i.

Hand said he already is reviewing 
several requests that he sponsor bills. 

He noted he intends to notify the 
governor immediately that he is against 

a threatened closure of the Dillon Job 
Service office.

He added the deadline is Nov. 15 for 

persons who want to apply to work as 
Legislative interns or pages.

JUDGE-ELECT FRANK DAVIS 
was generous in his praise of his 
challenger Jerry Cate of Clancy.

The Dillon attorney said Cate made a 
"good effort for nearly an unknown” 
and noted that he was spured by the 
Clancy lawyer’s strong primary show
ing in Madison and Jefferson counties.

Davis said the fact that he had strong 
supporters who worked for him in both 
those counties as well as in the 
Beaverhead was a definite factor in his 

win.
The attorney said he "heaved a sigh 

of relief" when early returns from the 
Jefferson showed him doing well and 
noted his confidence in a victory grew as 

the vote tally mounted.
Final counts showed Davis winning 

1,622 to 998 in Madison County, 5,352 
to 3,021 '- ‘ e Beaverhead anti losing

by only four votes—1,412 to Cate’s 
1,416 m Cate's home Jefferson County. 
Davis pointed out election trends were 

typified in Monida which supported him 
14-4—the exact reverse of the 1976 

election which Davis lost to Judge 

Frank E. Blair.
Davis said he is planning to have law 

and motion day three days a week in 
Dillon after he takes office in January. 
He has tentatively set Monday for law 
and motion day in Boulder and Tuesday 

in Virginia City.
Democrat Rick Hartz, incumbent 

assessor, said he thinks his vigorous 

campaign efforts paid off in his win over 
challenger Frank Brown 1,888 to 1,679.

“It  was a good clean campaign 
between two competent people, and it 
was obvious the voters had a tough time 
making up their minds,” he said.

Last week canvass of the votes by 
Beaverhead County Commissioners 

confirmed those wins and one by incum
bent Lima Justice of the Peace Frank 
Roy over Jody Kalbas 1,880-1,158.

Clerk and Recorder Peggy Thomp
son, a Republican, attracted the most 
vote; — 3,1G3 — of any of the county 
officials running unopposed.

Other vote totals for county officials, 

all Republicans, were: County Com
missioner John Eliel, 2,853; Sheriff Rick 
Later, 3,131; Coroner Ken Brunkhorst, 
3,097; Superintendent of Schools Donna 
Allen, 3,152; Public Administrator Paul 
Pilgrim, 2,761; County Treasurer 
Margret Sturm (the only nonincum
bent), 3,106; District 81 Legislator 
Kerry Keyser, 734.

County Attorney W.G. Gilbert I I I  
was not officially opposed and easily 
won 2,383 over an unpublicized write-in 

push for Chris Parker, who garnered 162 
votes. Max Hansen got 58 write-ins.

On the question of whether or not to 
retain Dillon Justice of the Peace Dick 
Later, 2,949 voted for the candidate and 
450 against.

In state races Republican Larry 
Williams outdistanced Democrat. John 
Mdcher here 1,929 to 1,518. Libertar

ian Larry Dodge won 146 votes. 
Republican Congressional candidate 
Bob Davies beat Democrat Pat W il
liams 2,129 to 1,308. Libertarian Don 
Doig got 105 votes.

Other vote totals were: Clerk of the 
Supreme Court—Ethel M. Harrison 
(R), 2,077; Richard T. Conboy (D), 
1,047; Linda D. Hoffman (L), 239; 

Justice No. 1 of the Supreme 
Court—L.C. Gulbrandson, 1,652; Gene 
B. Daly, 1,545; Justice No. 2—John C. 
Sheehy, 1,911; Wallace N. Claris, 1,131;

Constitutional Amendment 10 
(school investments)— 1,403 for remov
ing the restriction on investments, 1,762 
against; Constitutional Amendment 11 
(annual legislative sessions)-— 999 for 
the sessions, 2,181 against; Consti
tutional Amendment 12 (post-sessfon 
veto)— 1,612 for allowing the veto, 
1,539 against; Referendum 89—(uran
ium mill filings), 1,001 for allowing 
disposal, 2,279 against; Initiative 91 
(MX placement)—1,783 for the iniative 
opposing placement, 1,580 against; In 
iative 92 (gambling)— 1,539 for ex
pansion of gambling, 2,007 against: 
Initiative 94 (beer and wine licenses)— 
1,099 for abolishing the quota system, 
2,395 against; Initiative 95 (coal tax 
investment), 2,300 for investing, 938 
against.


