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P e t it io n  b e g in s  fo r  
A p r i l  p o o l  e le c tio n

By BRUCE McCORMACK 
Editor

A petition drive to place a question 
about the proposed WMC-Community 
swimming pool on the April 3 election 
ballot has begun.

Before the pool can be placed on the 
ballot, an improvement district must be 
established. That requires gaining the 
signatures of at least 60 percent of the 
landowners in the district 

According to swimming pool steering 
committee chairman John Lowell, the 
district they are seeking to form 
coincides with school districts 10 and 26 
(Glen and Dillon). It extends out from 
Dillon for about a 25-mile radius.

“Signers of the petitions now being 
circulated'only agree to the placement 
of an improvement district question on 
tlte ballot," Lowell emphasized. "The 
actual choice of approving or disapprov
ing the specific pool question will be 
decided in the April election.”

The swimming pool steering com
mittee is made up of about a dozen com
munity people nominated to serve on 
that smaller executive board by the pool 
committee as a whole. They have been 
meeting weekly on the project of raising 
the $385,000 needed as the commun
ity’s share of the pool. Western 
Montana College proposes, in a 
question on which the Legislature will 
have the final say this winter, to put up 
about $1.4 million toward the construc

tion. The pool would be built on land 
adjacent to the WMC field house.

BIDS FOR the construction could be 
let next fall. The community and col
lege’s actual use of the indoor pool 
would be about equal, according to the 
preliminary pool schedule.

Jim Mclsaac, the steering com
mittee's vice-chairman, said the com
mittee must have its petition drive 
completed by Dec. 1. That tight time 
frame is dictated by the subsequent 
legal process which must be followed in 
order to place the pool question on the 
April ballot.

Lowell said a county-wide tax base 
was ruled out by the steering commit
tee for several reasons. Some outlying 
towns already have pools, the miles 
some people would have to travel could 
limit their use of a pool in Dillon, 
and the fact that the 1976 pool was 
placed on a county-wide tax basis and 
that boundary was a major criticism of 
the proposal.

Regardless of the size of the 
improvement district, the pool will be 
completely open to the public, he added.

He said the amount taxes would 
increase for property owners in the 
Dillon and Glen school districts is un
certain at this time, because if the 
steering committee is successful in 
obtaining any donations or grants, the 
amount of money needed from a mill 
levy would decrease.

“But if the full $385,000 was raised 
through a levy, our preliminary figures 
indicate the average household would 
pay a $2-4 per month increase in 
property taxes," Lowell said.

He said final financing and taxa
tion decisions will be made after the 
first of the year.

THE SUCCESS OF the petition 
drive in the next few weeks is “critical,” 
Mdsaas said.

“If the community is going to par
ticipate with the college in the con
struction of this pool, we must have an 
answer in the April election,” he said.

Were the Legislature to. turn down 
WMC’s funding proposal the question 
would not be placed on the April ballot, 
Mclsaac added.

“Everything depends on the Legisla
ture approving the college’s funding. 
But even if the Legislature says no, it 
will still be useful to have this improve
ment district established so we can take 
advantage of any future opportunities."

Some individuals and service clubs 
have already volunteered to help in the 
petition drive, but more volunteers are 
needed, Lowell said. Anyone wishing to 
sign a petition, who ha? not done so by 
the day after Thanksgiving is asked to 
call Sheiyll Flynn or Butch Opsahl. 
Anyone wishing to help in the petition 
drive itself should contact those two 
people or Margaret Hagenbarth.

S e n a to r ’ s re s ig n a tio n  e y e d
State Senator Frank Hazelbaker of 

Dillon says his decision on resigning 
early from the Legislature will wait 
until after the next meeting of the 
lawmakers.
■ H«aclb>k«r Mwfitig wife hare recently 

purchased a home in Poison. They have 
summered in that area parttime for a 
number of years and will probably sell 
their house in Dillon and move there 
next summer, he said.

“But the question of resigning before 
my term is up ’.•.ill depend on what 
happens at this next Legislature,” 
Hazelbaker said. "While we have not 
definitely decided to move to Poison, if I 
were to live there fulltime I would have 
to resign.”

His term does not expire until Jan. 1, 
1985.

Hazelbaker first went to the Legisla-.

ture in 1941. He represented Miss
oula until he moved back, to Dillon in 
1945. .ge was elected to the House from 
here in 1961 and was Speaker of the 
House in 1963. He has served in the 
Senate since tiun.--— —

■'I’m 79 years old now and about half 
the present members of the Legislature 
weren't even bom when I was first 
elected," he said with a laugh.

Hazelbaker says a proposal to 
increase state grazing lease fees by 60 
percent will be one of the most 
important bills in the Legislature this 
winter.

“For many years we have fought the 
battle for reasonable state lease rates to 
ranchers. When we got the leases tied to 
the price of cattle I thought we were 
over the problem,” he said. "This new 
proposal is just unconscionable."

He added that although he does not 
anticipate any sort of attack on Western 
Montana College, he does want to work 
to see that WMC gets the funding it. 
needs.-

HiietbaJttrMTd he and his Wffe have '
many friends in the Poison area and a 
daughter, son and seven grandchil
dren live in Missoula.

Were he to resign before his taro 
expired, the county commissioners 
would name someone to fill his unex
pired term.

Only one of the complications, Hazel
baker said, would be that Beaverhead 
and Madison county, commissioners 
would make that choice, but the voters 
of Madison County abolished their form 
of county government earlier this 
month.

College heads here Sunday
The status of higher education will be 

aired here Sunday during a pre-leg
islative report by university system 
presidents and Commissioners of 
Higher Education Irving Dayton.

Sponsored by Dillon’s “Serve Our 
College’’ Committee, the program 
begins way at 12:30 in the Lewis and 

' Clark Room of Mathews Hall and is 
open to the public.

Bruce Watters, member of the WMC 
Executive Board, will serve as master of 
ceremonies.

Participating presidents include Neil 
Bucklew, University of Montana; Bruce

Carpenter, Eastern Montana College; 
Fred DeMoney, Montana Tech; James 
Erickson, Northern Montana College; 
William Tietz, Montana State Univer
sity, and Bob Thomas of Western.

Three of those presidents are 
scheduled to outline plans and needs for 
university system units and the total 
panel will then be open for informal 
discussions with audience members.

Thomas noted that Montana’s higher 
educational system is currently serving 
almost 30,000 students—4,000 more 
than present biennium budgets.

“Due to such pressing issues it is

vitally important that close personal 
contact be maintained between our 
educational institutions and their 
supporters," Thomas said.

“Sunday's meeting will provide an 
important forum and we are hopeful our 
WMC constituency will support us with 
its attendance.’,’

The Dillon gathering is one of 12 
being conducted throughout the state.

Luncheon tickets at $4 each are 
available from members of local civic 
groups and may also be purchased at 
Pioneer Federal Savings and Loan.

Top teen
Photo by Brace McCormack

Heidi Williams, the daughter of Gary and Sonja Williams, 
was the big winner at Monday night's Junior Miss Pageant. 
She was crowned Junior Miss and also won awards for 
physical fitness and scholastic ability. Tracy Smith, the 
daughter of Don and Ruth Smith, was the Junior Miss 
runner-up. Sheila Squires, the daughter of Vinola Squires, 

•won the creative and performing arts award, and Julie

Stubbs, the daughter of Norm and Susie Stubbs, won the 
poise and appearance, and spirit awards. Pictured are (from 
left) last year’s Junior Miss Kathy Gosnell, Heidi Williams, 
Tracy Smith, Darla Hawkins, and master of ceremonies Larry 
Chaffin. The Jaycee-sponsored event was organized this year 
by Mike Crosser.

D illo n  m a n  c h a rg e d  w ith  ra p e
A 19-year-old Dillon man was arrest

ed here on a charge of rape Saturday 
afternoon.

Wairen E. Denny was arraigned on 
the sexual intercourse without consent 
change Monday afternoon. Justice of 
the Peace Dick Later set bond at 
$15,000 and bound Denny over to 
district court.

He remains in the county jail.

Denny was arrested at a Dillon 
residence about 12:20 p.m. Saturday, 
after allegedly raping a 19-year-old 
Dillon woman at her house early that 
morning, police chief Tom Depew said.

The woman was at her northeast 
Dillon home alone, and did not know

Denny, Depew said.
Denny allegedly broke into the 

woman's house, Depew said, but 
authorities are not yet sure how he did 
that.

He said Denny was born in Dillon but 
moved away a number of years ago. He 
recently returned here. He was unem
ployed at the time of his arrest.

O i l  d r i l l i n g ’ s  p a s t ,  f u t u r e  s p a r k s  i n t e r e s t
1917 company promised riches

Speculation about Beaverhead Coun
ty oil development has been nearly as 
much a part of local history as a never- 
ending discussion of cattle prices.

The fact is pointed up by a document 
recently discovered by local rancher 
Glenn Crampton.

Crampton explained his parents, Mae 
and Fred Crampton, who homesteaded 
in the Small Horn Canyon of South of 
Dillon lived close to a drilling rig site, 
the remnants of which Glenn can re
member playing near as a boy growing 
up.

The rancher found out something of 
the history of how that rig came to be 
here when he discovered in his mother’s 
papers, a pamphlet put out about 1917 

by the Montana Oil and Refining Co.
The pamphlet says the company was 

organized that year for the “purpose of 

developing oil fields in Montana and 

other states” .
"The principal operations to date 

have been carricd on in Beaverhead 
County but recently the Company has 
secured some desirable oil leases in the

new oil field at Roundup, 160 acres of 
which (adjoins a well) which is reported 
having an estimated production of 1,000 
barrels per day,” the pamphlet said.

The document continues: "The (com
pany) will start development on the 
leases in the Roundup district as soon 
as the weather will permit; in the mean
time the company will finish the well on 
the Muddy (a field about 12 miles from 
Dell), which is now down to the 1,006 
foot mark, the bottom of the well being 
now in the oil sand with the casing set in 
cement to exclude the water from 
entering the oil sand. The acreage con
trolled by the company in the Beaver
head field is large, exceeding four thou
sand four hundred acre3, all of it 
showing strong indications of oil and 
large bodies of oil shale are exposed on 
the field.”

The pamphlet pointed out the field 
was "equipped with a modern Star 
Drilling rig complete in every detail (at 
the Muddy Field) and a Standard rig 
(on the Smallhom) good for 2,009 feet." 
The company pamphlet wan optimistic 
about the future of the wells:

“The bringing in of a producing oil 
well on the Muddy field, is (according to 
the driller and others qualified to give 
expert opinions) a matter beyond doubt 
(the only question being the number of 
barrels) as the first well drilled by the 
National Oil Co. on the Muddy field, 41 
feet from the present well of the 
Montana Oil and Refining Company, 
showed large quantities of oil and would 
have been a producer if it could have 
been saved, but owing to the heavy 
ground, the well caved."

The document contended: “Mr. Hale, 
the head driller, says the No. 1 well was 
good for at least 200 barrels per day and 
he says the present will will be equally 
as big in his opinion.”

The document also included testi
monials from a Texas oil promotor 
contending oil could be developed both 
on the Smallhom and Muddy Field "in 

good paying quantities.”

Crampton said traces of the Small- 

horn operation still exist. But those 
remnants are all that are left of the 
companies’ promises to its investors.

Oil association lobbies locals
National economic trends are prompt

ing major oil companies to concen
trate on "safer” exploration bets than 
those in Southwest Montana, according 
to Fred Birdsall, a Denver-based geolo
gist who is a Conoco public lands 

, specialist.

Birdsall spoke to about 35 persons 
attending a Wednesday night program 
sponsored by the Montana Petroleum 
Association (MPA) at Western Montana 
College.

Area geology is “wild and woolly", 
Birdsall said, pointing out state "hot 
spots" include more proven areas like 
Eastern Montana’s Williston Basin.

But Don Allen, MPA executive 
dicector, said the recession has dam

pened expl6ration not only hero but all 
over the state. He said there were 81 
wells in the area last year compared to
24 now.

He reported that drop is much higher 
than the national average and blamed 
Montana’s “high” taxes on the pet

roleum industry for the big decrease.
MPA wants the state Legislature to

lower those taxes and that's why the 
organization is promoting program's 
like Dillon's Wednesday night session 
all over the state, Allen said.

After a 20-minute slide show which 
featured photographs of oil rigs against 
Montana’s mountains and a description 
of the oil and gas resources that lie 
beneath the Rocky Mountains as “the 
mother lode of sustained prosperity for 
the Big Sky Country, Allen told Dillon 
residents that the petroleum industry 
has poured millions of dollars into edu
cation, highways, county needs and 
state functions.

Oil and gas producers contributed 
$173.4 million to the state last year in 
the form of net proceeds taxes, 
severance taxes, conservation taxes, 
federal and state royalties and re
source indemnity trusts, he said.

He said 1981 was a banner year 
because crude oil prices were decon
trolled and domestic activity unleashed.

MPA literature contends: "In  fact 
Montana didn’t suffer like many of her 

recession-wracked sister states in 1931

because of the oil/gas boom in Mon
tana. Communities across the state 
have profited from more .jobs and 
muscular buying power via private 
sector spending returned to local con
tractors, retail merchants and other 
business concerns. Many of Montana’s 
fanners and ranchers have benefited 
from millions of dollars in rental and 
royalty payments from petroleum ac
tivity—“a virtual second crop”. ■

Allen expanded on that statement, 
saying the oil industry represents one of 
•Montana’s best hopes for a healthy 
economy.

But he said the industry will 
concentrate its efforts elsewhere if the 
state does not maintain a tax arid 
regulatory climate which will enable the 
petroleum companies to operate “ro
bustly” .

He d-aid Montana already taxes its 
petroleum industry more in the cumu

lative) than nny other stnte even though 
drilling; pmpccts are not as good hero


