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I
Says Closing Ordinance in Oil 

lings is the Bast Tiling 
They Ever S tru c k .;

THINKS DILLON SHOULD HAVE IT

Mayor Thompson Has a Way of His 
Own That Made Him a Popu

lar Officer.

Mayor H. J. Thompson, of Billings, 
spent last Saturday and Sunday in this 
city visiting relatives and renewing 
acquaintances. While in the city he 
talked interestingly about his city. 
Mayor Thompson is making one of the 
best mayors in the state and his way of 
conducting things is attracting a lot 
of attention to Billings.

Resignation First.
, When he was elected mayor, he ap

pointed to office the men he considered 
best, regardless of politics. Told by 
republicans that he was not following 
a good policy politically Mr. Thompson 
replied that Billings was first with him, 
and party next. Before making an ap' 
pointment, the resignation of the party 
being appointed had to be in his hands 
and at any moment that an officer fails 
to do his duty, off comps his head by his 
resignation being accepted by the may
or.

Didn't Work Disaster.
"W e have a saloon, closing ordinance 

over at Billings,” said Mayor Thomp
son, "that, when it ' was-first passed, 
many predicted it would work disaster 
in a business way to Billings, but it 
hasn’t and since it has been In 
operation, everyone has grown to think 
that it is just the thing, even to the 
saloon men, and the people of the city, 
as a whole, wouldn’t think of restoring 
the old, wide-open policy of previous 
days.

Differs From Dillon’s.
"Our ordinance differs, however, with 

the ordinance that I understand has 
been passed in Dillon, and which is to 
be voted upon soon. Our ordinance 
closes saloons week nights and on Sun
day until 1 o'clock in the afternoon— 
not all day Sunday. While I have 
no objection to saloons being closed 
all day Sunday, at the same timr it 
is much better to have them closed un
til in the afternoon than to have them 
not closed at alb on that day.

Business is Better.
“ Business is just as good, yes better, 

in Billings, since our saloon closing or
dinance went into effect than it was be
fore the ordinance was passed, and I do 
not believe the people of Dillon will 
ever regret the day that they pass a 
closing ordinance, but rather, in future 
years, or even in a few months, will con
gratulate themselves on the good judg
ment they used in making such a law.”

Five ladies of the Baptist church are 
arranging for a Kensington in the near 
future.

CLOSING”
This paper hardly expected its little 

editorial mention last week to result in 
in such a prolonged squeal.' There’s no 
mistaking that it hit home all right.

Last week this paper tendered space 
to anyone having reasonable argument 
to give in opposition to the closing or 
dinance. No one responded. But the 
Dillon Examiner, this week, really had 
a bona fide, Simon pure, undisputably 
original editorial headed "Saloons and 
Sunday Closing,” in which the editor 
pretends to discuss the closing ordi 
nance, but got clear off the track and 
onto the prohibition question after 
saying:

“ Our esteemed, contemporary, The 
Town Prattler, which so sympathetical
ly bestows its pity, will please'takenote 
The Examiner states facts.”

It states that the saloon closing ordi 
nance was passed by the council when 
not a single one of the saloon men ef
fected favored it. It talks a little bit 
about the history of the closing ordi' 
nance, under what understanding it was 
passed, etc., when, as a matter of fact, 
the editor was not .present at six 
meetings of the city council during the 
past year to the personal knowledge of 
this paper and doesn’t know how the 
matter did come up.

Here are some of the things he doesn't 
know, apparently:

That during' the three months tfie 
proposed ordinance was under consid
eration and discussion by the city coun
cil, not a single protest, either by com
munication or representative, was made 
against it by the saloon men.

That the men who took a leading part 
in getting the ordinance through per
sonally knew, find stated, that a part of 
the saloon men did favor the ordinance.

That, after, the ordinance was passed 
and a petition circulated for the refer
endum vote, Charles Hirschman, who 
circulated the petition, personally ap
peared before the city council and stat
ed that the saloon men, at a meeting 
held, decided they wanted to withdraw 
the petition for the referendum vote 
and let the ordinance become effective.

That some of the saloon men in the 
city today favor the ordinance.

That the closing ordinance isn’t a 
prohibition ordinance at all.

That the councilmen who passed the 
ordinance and tfie business men and 
citizens of the city who favor it, are not 
necessarily “ only detractors, fault
finders and knockers,” as<the Examiner 
pronounced them in its issue of March 
16th.

This paper has no quarrel with any 
person who thinks the saloons should be 
permitted to remain open all the time 
as in the past. Every man has a. right 
to his opinion on the matter. This 
paper does not proposed», and never 
has, abused those who do not favor the 
closing ordinance. We believe in the 
majority ruling.

Neither do we believe in censuring 
and belittling those who conscientiously, 
sincerely and consistently endeavor to 
improve Dillon morally. The city coun

cilmen, all honorable men, passed the 
closing ordinance believing that a ma
jority of the saloon men favored it, that 
a majority of the people favored it and 
that Dillon would be a better town with 
such an ordinance. This paper believes 
they were right in their supposition and 
that they are still right. •

If the saloon men did not favor the 
ordinance, why didn’t they protest 
against it before it was passed ? If they 
were not in favor of it, why did they try 
to withdraw their petition for the refer
endum vote? If they are not now in 
favor of ftT why did not some one of 
them accept this paper’s invitation to 
express his reasons for thinking the or
dinance should not go into effect?

The Examiner would have you be
lieve tharMayor White expressed him
self as against the ordinance, when such 
was not the case. The mayor neither 
approved nor revoked the ordinance. 
He- did issue a public letter, which was 
published in these columns, exprssing 
his doubt as to the legality of parts of 
the ordinance.

The Examiner would have people be
lieve that it is unlawful to regulate the 
saloons. It says: “ The law as it now 
stands gives to the vendor of spiritous 
liquors the same protection as other 
merchants claim. The law provides 
that the saloon keeper shall conduct his 
business in a lawful way, arid it requires 
that he pay a license to conduct that 
business and a tax upon his goods and 
property.” ,

Certainly the law says that. Who 
says it doesn’t ? The city council never

dispqted the law on that point. No 
one has. But, why didn’t the Exami 
Her further and say that the law also 
pernfits a city to regulate the saloon 
business j ust as it proposes to do ? Why 
does it insinuate that the city council 
is transgressing the law in passing such 
an ordinance? Does the Examiner 
hold that the law is to be observed only 
partially, and that because it may pre
fer to have its highball after midnight 
and on Sundays, the city council has no 
right to lawfully prohibit the highballs 
being served at such hours or times? 
Poor argument, indeed; a squeal in 
stead of a grunt.

.The prohibition question and the pro
visions of this closing ordinance kre as 
far apart as day and night.' When one 
tries to construe the closing ordinance 
—which permits saloons to do business 
eighteen hours out of twenty-four, six 
days out Of seven—as a prohibition or 
dinance, he shows a narrow-mindedness 
nothing short of pathetic. The same is 
true when a newspaper, because some 
of the good citizens of the city, who 
have long been its friends, sincerely en
deavor to better conditions, are de
nounced in the following words, found 
in the Examiner of March 16:

“ Here of late, in print and prattle, a 
sm^ll fault-finding minority are giving 
constant publicity to any shortcomings 
they think we have and are solemnly 
silent to our many advantages,"

Speaking of the saloon men of the 
city^the Examiner says many of them 
ate rated at gilt-edged citizens, honor
able and law-respecting. No one has 
ever disputed that fact so far as this 
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POINTERS FOR DRY FARMERS.

+ + + + + + - £

In a bulletin issued by the Experiment Station at Bozeman, on dry 
land farming, are found the following fifteen pointers for the dry land 
farmers, which are worth pasting in his hat:

"1. Science and diligence will quadruple the harvest.
"2. Water is of first importance. Use all possible means to 

prevent its waste.
"3. From seven to ten inches of water can be saved for the crop 

by timely cultivation. , -
"4. Disc after the harvester, as early^ih the spring as possible, 

and ifrimediately after plowing. . .
"5. Harrow after every rain and whenever a’crust begins to form.
“ 6. Do not let weeds grow on summer-tilled land— they use. up 

water.
"7. Harrow the grain in the spring until it is six inches high.
“ 8. Pack the sub-surface before seeding.
“ 9. Use drills that pack the earth about the seed.
” 10. Use only the best seed, select varieties and well cleaned.
“ 11. Two or three pecks per acre is enough.
“ 12. Early ripening crops and early seeding are best for the dry 

farm. Late crops must be inter-tilled.
"13. More can be produced in one crop after summer tillage than 

in two or three consecutive crops.
"15. Market concentrated products; meat and butter pay better 

than forage.
"16. Garden crops and shrubbery as well as grain, may be made 

to thrive by thorough tillage.”
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' paper has heard. As a whole the saloon 
men of Dillon are the best set of men of 
their business found in the state of Mon 
tana. Many of them are men of fami 
lies, good families, and a majority of the 
saloon men do not want their wives and 
children to think that they sanction 
after-midnight carousals and Sunday 
desecration. That a majority of them 
would demonstrate that they want a 
better, more decent town, was unmis
takably testified to when they voted 
to withdraw that referendum petition, 
although the wise decision came too late 
to permit them to do so.

Now, disputing no other man’s opin 
ion upon the closing ordinance, this pa
per believes that the closing ordinance 
will be a good thing for the city. Mayor 
Thompson, of Billings, who was in the 
city the first of the week, and whose 
city has a closing ordinance, says its 
the best thing ever and that Dillon cer
tainly ought to support this ordinance. 
This paper does not believe that, be
cause the saloons may be closed on 
Sundays, this community has a citizen 
fool enough to buy a round-trip ticket 
to Butte in order to buy a drink of 
whiskey. Neither do we believe ex
cursions from Butte in the summer are 
patronized by people who come to Dil 
Ion merely to buy whiskey. Both the 
above reasons have been expressed why 
saloons should not be closed on Sunday.

The new ordinance will give us nice, 
quiet Sundays, just such Sundays, out 
of respect to the church people, as we 
should have. It will eliminate after
midnight brawls, a number of which 
made the last term of district court cost 
the taxpayers of the county a good 
many thousands of dollars.

This paper believes the saloon men 
will make just as much money, will sell 
as much of their goods, will enjoy their 
Sundays with their wives and families 
and the town will be more orderly. The 
city will get as great a revenue and the 
city jail will be less occupied.

When you go to vote upon that ordi
nance, next Monday, just stop and ask 
yourself the questions: Why should 
any man be drinking whiskey-after mid
night? Hadn’t he better bo at home 
in bed? Why should men become in
toxicated on Sunday ? Won’t the fam
ilies of the saloon men enjoy their com
pany on Sunday? Isn’t eighteen hours 
out of twenty-four, six days out of the 
week, time enough for any legitimate 
business to make a living?

Just ask yourself the above questions 
and then vote the way your conscience 
dictates, and, no matter which way the 
election goes next Monday, this paper 
will have no kick coming, no censure 
for anyone, and will respect every man 
just as highly as it ever has for the opin
ion he may hold. Let the majority 
rule.

That is the Route of One Pro
posed State Highway 

Being Boosted.
BY THE GOOD ROADS CONVENTION

Two Great Trunk Lines Mapped Out- 
$4,500,000 is the Estimated Cost 

of the Two Roads.

Billings, Montana, March 28.— (Spe
cial)—Two great trunk lines of improv
ed highways extending across Montana, 
one from east to west, the other from 
north to south, and costing approxi
mately $4,500,000, are believed by Bil
lings business men to be not only vastly 
important but entirely feasible and 
practical propositions, and to the end 
that they be constructed, the Chamber 
of Commerce will labor assiduously from 
this time on until the meeting of the 
good roads convention in June.

Sadly in Need.
“ Montana is sadly in need of im

proved roads," said P. B. Moss, at a 
meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, 
"and nothing will be of greater benefit 
to the commonwealth than their con
struction in ev%ry part of it.

"TJie distance from Glendive to Mis
soula is approximately 600 miles and 
consider for a moment what a contin
uous highway, one that is built to a 
high degree of perfection, would mean. 
Automobilists and tourists of every de
scription would be attracted to this sec
tion of the northwest, and aside from 
the untold practical benefit to the citi
zens themselves, the advertising the 
state would receive on account of its 
good roads, can scarcely be overesti
mated.

The Second Line.
“ A second great trunk line should be 

built from Havre to Dillon, with lateral 
roads also as well built wherever needed. 
With a system like this, travel, instead 
of being a hardship, will be the greatest 
sort of pleasure, and with an asset like 
this to put before homeseekers, all of 
the vacant lands will be appropriated } 
and the state will soon have a popula
tion of several million.

Estimates1 Made. *
Mr. Moss went on to explain that 

estimating at $5,000 per mile for such 
road building, an aggregate of $4,500,- 
000 would be necessary for these two 
main systems, and that this expense 
would mean a tax of about $4 per acre 
to the land on each side of the highways, 
but when these payments were spread 
over a term of years, the amount would 
appear as a mere bagatelle.

Local people are enthusiastic over 
the proposition, and every effort will 
be made to convince the citizens of 
Montana of its vital importance and of . 
the fact that far from being an irrides- 
cent dream it is something which is en
tirely practical and may be had at a 
cost which will fall heav ily on no single 
individual.

It Was Held at the ' Episcopal 
Parish House Last 

Evening.
WAS VERY . LARGELY ATTENDED

Splendid Mena Served—Good Vocal 
Music—Toasts of Very pnter- 

esting Nature.

The Laymen's movement banquet, 
held at the Episcopal parish house last 
evening, was a huge success, very large
ly attended and, is pronounced by all 
present (p have been one of tbe most 
enjoyable affairs they have attended in 
years.

The large hall in the parish house had 
been handsomely decorated by the 
ladies who prepared and served the 
dinner and tables were constructed and 
covers laid for about 100 banqueters.

The Menu.
The menu consisted of vegetable soup 

veal loaf, pickles, cold ham, cream po
tatoes, butter, celery, bread cake 
coffee, ice cream and after dinner mints 
and when those present had finished the 
bounteous repast good cigars were pass
ed around.

At intervals during the banquet and 
between courses a male quartette "sang 
very much appreciated selections and 
were heartily encored by all.

Large Number Present.
About 90 men of the dty  were pres-

Contmued on Page Eight

In a recent issue of the National Tri
bune a G. A. R. paper published at 
Washington D. C. there appeared the 
third of a series of Indian warfare sto
ries written by Robert Bayles Co. D 
16th Kan. Cav. Harvey Illinois.'

The story is quite lengthy and tells 
of the hardships and dangers of those 
of his company experienced in fighting 
Indianson the west in the early days. 
A part of the story is about the brave 
act of a young fellow whose name the 
writer^had forgotten. It develops that 
the unnamed youth was none other than 
Josephus Rich one of our well known 
pioneer citizens and a prominent G. A. 
R. man oLDillon. As soon as Mr. Rich 
read the story the scenes described were 
vividly recalled to mind especially that 
part in which he figured prominently 
and which at the time was a mighty 
close shave for him.

The first part of the story deals with 
the hardships of the company in fight
ing Indians $n the Powder and Yellow
stone rivers. The company of which 
the writer was a member left a Missouri 
companyjm’the Powder river and trav
eled for some distance enroute to Post 
Alexandria. Finding the country bar
ren of grassland food the company re
turned to the Missouri company’s camp 
and they started upstream. On this 
march was when the adventures of Mr. 
Rich took place.

There hadjjbeen arfight with the In
dians and the red-skins were giving the 
soldiers trouble every yard of thrir 
journey. The story of interest to the 
people of this section begins by telling 
of four young men tired of-walking 
concluded to have a change. One of 
these four was our Josephus Rich, and 
it was Mr. Rich who was trown into the 
buffalo wallow and sent several Indians 
to the happy hunting grounds as de
scribed below :«

“ After the fight the Indians followed 
us for several days but after we lay 
along the river bluffs for them a few 
times we thought they had left us. 
But in a few days lye found that this 
was not so. Four of the Missouri boys 
tired of walking concluded to have a 
change so early one morning, before 
many were stirring, they slipped out of 
camp with a mule each. They took the 
bridles belonging to the team, and took 
their own blankets to ride on. The in
tention of the four was to keep in be
tween the two commands and follow 
our trail. We went into camp the 
night before, several miles above the 
Missouri command. About 10 in the 
morning, 16 Indians came down out of 
a ravine upon them..

“ They made a run for it, but one of 
the mules balked and threw its rider 
into a buffalo wallow (hole made by 
buffaloes in mosquito time). When 
the boy realized where he -was he knew 
he had to do'something mighty quick. 
He hardly got settled in the hole before 
an Indian jumped off his pony and was 
upon him. He shot him, and the In
dian’s Dody lay at the edge of the wal
low. He peeped out and saw the other 
three making towards the river, where 
there was some timber, with four In
dians after’ them.

“When he shot the Indian there were 
quite a number of others close by, but 
they got back into the ravine. His 
mule, after throwing him off, djd not 
stir, and stood there as if nothing was 
doing, with the picket rope still on him. 
It was about 40 feet from the mule to. 
the edge of the ravine, where an Indian 
crept out under cover o f the mule, 
which stood between him and the 12th 
Mo. chap, and got hold of the picket 
rope. He started with it to the ravine, 
but on reaching the end of tbe tope, he 
found it would only go to the edge.

The Indian pulled with all his might, 
but Mr. Mule would not budge an inch. 
All this time the 12th Mo. boy was try
ing to get a bead on the Indian, who 
kept jumping from one side to the other, 
keeping under cover of the mule. But 
finally the Indian became careless and 
exposed himself a little too much for his 
health, and it was all over with him. 
The other Indians in the ravine were 
now more cautious • about sticking up 
their heads. After a time an Indian 
tried circling on his pony, starting at 
the ravine at a good safe distance. 
His circle grew closer, with the Indian 
hanging onto the other side of his pony. 
,Our boy waited, aimed at the pony and 
brought him down, and as this Indian 
was not fastened to his pony, he started 
for the ravine a short distance away, 
but the boy was too quick for him. 
The Indian dropped close to the edge of 
the ravine, and the other Indians pulled 
his body down out of sight.

“ The other three chaps, with four 
Indians after them, made for the river, 
Just as they got to the river bank the 
Indians shot one of them, and the other 
two succeeded in getting across. The 
Indians tried to get to the one they had 
shot and finish him. He was not dead, 
but was trying to pull himself to the 
river tyank^For awhile his comrades 
kept the Indians away from him, but 
the redskins finally succeeded in reach
ing and killed him, but could not get 
close enough to scalp him, so they final
ly gave it up and returned to the others.

“ One of them, probably a chief, 
judging from the amount of feathers he 
carried, thought he would try his hand 
on our boy in the buffalo wallow, so in
stead of going up the ravine with the 
others he went on a gallop toward 
where the boy lay. Our hero waited 
until the Indian was within about 150 
yards and fired, but missed him, be

cause the Indian hugged his pony too 
close. He reloaded, and the Indian 
came on all the faster, lashing his pony 
and yelping. Our boy was eqpal to 
him. When the Indian was within 50 
yards he took aim. The Indian at this 
shied off towards the side of the ravine, 
at the same time throwing himself onto 
the other side of his pony. But the 
boy caught him before he could get over 
but could not tell if he had killed him.

“ After quite a while of suspense and 
seeing nothing of the Indians, he con
cluded-he would see what had become 
of them; so,” getting out of the hole 
where he had lain so long, he crept cau- 
tiouoly to the side of the ravine. He 
saw that the Indians had moved up the 
gully a few hundred yards, and had 
gathered about the one he bad fired at 
last. The Indians saw him about as 
soon as he saw them, and they started 
for their ponies in a hurry. By the way 
they acted he concluded they were 
afraid of him. He started on a run 
towards them, firing his carbine at them 
and yelling. • They got back into the 
bluffs and beat it out of there in a hurry.

“ When our boy got into camp that 
evening and told his story we could 
scarcely believf him. One of the am
bulances was sent after the poor fellow 
who was shot, and they found his body 
at the side of the river and buried it 
The other two boys got back to camp 
safely, and thereafter they concluded 
to stay with the command, even though 
they had to walk.

“ About a week after our fight a com
pany of Pawnee Indians, under Major 
North, of Connor’s command, came into 
our camp from down the river. They 
had been sent out to find us, and me 
were naturally jubilant. Another week 
of hard traveling and we reached Con
nor’s command, and our expedition 
ended.”— Robert Bavles, Co. D, 16th 
Kan. Cav., Harvey Illinois.

Many Are at a Loss as to How 
to Mark Their Ballots 

Next Monday.
WORDED IN PECULIAR MANNER

City Attorney Melton Explains What 
is Meant by the Legal Way of 

-̂ Wording Ballot.

There appears to be a lot of people in 
.the city who do not understand how to 
vote upon the saloon closing ordinance 
when the time comes to cast their bal
lots next Monday.

It appears that the statutes fixes the 
manner in which a referendum ballot 
shall be worded and that the manner 
fixed by law does not make it plain 
to the voter how he is voting.

A Separate Ballot.
The ballot that will be handed the 

voter next Monday, to be used in tak
ing the referendum vote upon the clos
ing ordinance will be separate from the 
one on which appears the names of the 
candidates Tor aldermen.
• This separate ballot will have the 
number and title of the ordinance upon 
which you are to vote. Instead of hav
ing places in which to mark your X  for 
the of dinance or against the ordinance, 
the words will appear:

“ For referendum measure No. 1.”  
"Against referendum measure No. 1."
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Continued on Page Three .


