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TILE FLATHEAD TRADE.
The business men of Helena, Mille

and Anaconda now have one of the
best opportunities in the world to ON-
vrt a little enterprise, and the reward
for such exertion is the trade of the
Flathead eountry. In this sense the
Word "trade" signifies much more t halm
usual. It menus not only to supply
this region with merelemedise a good
item taken alone but also to open up
a traffic both ways, and in return for
their merehandise get. coal, timber,
ores and the agricultural pmducta of
not only this valley, but others con-
tiguous.
A natural path for a railway from

Helena, Butte and Amteonda has been
surveyed by nature, it may be said.
A line of road leaving the Northern
Pacific at Avon and going down Nova-
(hi creek, thence down the Blackfoot
to the Clearwater, thence up Clear-
water to the head of the Big Fork
would make a straight line upon
which a road could be built for $12,000
per mile. Such a line would not only
tap the great Flathead valley, but, by
making it just 21X) unites long, it would
reach the coal 'mines of this region
B hBut that isn't all. Such a line would
pass alternately through fine agricul-
tural valleys, bodies of the very finest
timber and districts of well-hnown
mineral wealth. So the road would
be self-sustaining from the very start,
made so by the local traffic.
With the business which such a

line would give, new life would be in-
fused into Helena and Butte jobbing
trade, and Anaconda and Butte would
have the best coal for their greatest
of all smelting plants.

If the three cities named need new
business, if they need coal, timber
and the tribute of a graml agricultur-
al region, they should take aetvie
steps; if the business men care noth-
ing for new and profitable territory,
then let the opportunity pass, and in
later years let them attempt to turn
the stream of trade that will go
through the 3Iarias pass to the east
and out of the state forever.

- - ---Judge Hunt, of Helena, although a
fine judge of law, don't seem to be
very sound on the subject of. "eon-
tempt. He is now rNeiving the opin-

------WaissmisaSseisirgreacors, who are firmly
convinced that the judge is suffering
from an enlargement of the cranium.
Judge Bowen, of Colorado, afterwards
United States senator, used to impress
upon young lawyers that common
sense was the best common law, but
Judge Hunt evidently don't believe
it.

General John Gibbon has been re-
tired from active service, and will
will henceforth rest on well-earned
laurels and half pay. To many Mon-
tanians who personally know General
Gibbon, his retirement ihl be a
source of pleasure. While his army
record has been criticised, there are
few in Montana who have any fault, to
find with it.

- - - - -
The cattlemen of Montana. met in

Miles City last week and agreed that.
this is going to be a good year in the
stock business. They will go home
and watch for a rousing fall market
and the top prices. Surely the stock-
men of Montana deserve success, and
their confidence in the future is a
healthy sign.
 _

President Harrison and a party are
making a tour of the country, and the
the chief executive is busy lifting his
hat to "the yelling populace" as he
Stands on the rear of a Paean Pal-
ace Car. Some papers have been
mean enough to suggest that, Mr. Har-
rison is out gunning for a renomina-
tion. The brass bands of Maine are
now playing "Jimmy, Get Your Gun."

Although 1,000 COLUMBIANA were
printed last week, they were all gone
by Sunday, and a score of demands
for extra copies were necessarily re-
fused. Fully two hundred served as
answers to letters of inquiry about
Columbia Falls.

E Nolan FORK VALLEY.
The fertile valley of the North

Foek is How alt meting the attention
it deserves, and is being sett led by
tin' same class of earnest homeseekers
that have done so much for the Flat-
head valley. It seems remarkable
I hat, the extent of the beautiful valley
of the North Fork was not known to
over twenty-five men tip to six minim
ago. In some strange way people
seeined to gain the idea that the agri-
cultural region ended at Bad Rock
canyon. But the fact is that the
North Fork valley is 2000 miles in
extent, and has at half as much
tillable laml as the. great Flathead
valley proper. The valuable coal
mines at the east end of the North
Fork valley insure a certain market
for every pound of food produce rais-
ed. At this late day, however, peo-
phm are opening their eyes to the fact
that the North Fork valley offers the
same advantages to the farmer as does
the Flathead, and quite a number of
people have already gone into the
new valley and taken up homes. There
is room for hundreds in the North
Fork valley, and before snowfall there
will be a prosperous community of
ranehmen, who will put to use the
thousands of productive acres that
have been overlooked so long.

Green trees, green hills and pure
air found in the upper Flathead comm-
try bring forth hearty compliments
from the west-side business men who
are now visiting Columbia Falls.

Ex-Congressman Hill, of Defiance,
0., said: "I have visited every por-
tion of time Northwest, but Columbia
Falls has the prettiest lommation and
most substantial surroundings of any
town I have over seen."

Investors are hx)king for the town
that has natural resources around it
to employ laborers for years to come,
and they find just summit a place in Co-
lumbia Falls. Lumbering and mining
make a pay roll and a home market
for the valley agrieult twists.

Columbia Falls has it class of build-
ings that would be creditable to a
town five years old. Seventy-six
thousand dollars will be spent on
buildings now in course of construc-
tion on Nucleus avenue alone, v. hile
on other streets there is a most sub-
stantial activity.

Noting the fact that the women,
the city railway, the Barber asphalt.
company and the resubmissionists
combined to elect a man mayor of To-
peka, the Kansas City Star observes:
"Truly, politics makes strange—that
is, it sometimes brings about very
novel combinations."

L. P. Bowen is soon to retire from
the Helena Journal's mining depart-
ment, and take up country newspaper
life, so the report goes. We venture
to say that the Journal's mining pat-
rons will miss Mr. Bowen. as I'S stands
prs-,ssoinentlY at the head of Mon-
tana writers on mining subjects, and
we doubt if he has an equal in the
west. Moreover, he is a thorough
newspaper man and will be a success
in any department of newspaper work.

-----For the benefit of a number of pat-
rons of THE COLUMBIAN we publish
the gist of the Montana game law.
The people of this region should in-
sist upon a general observance of the
law. If the game is preserved to s
reasonable extent—that is, killed only
for food purposes—Northwest Mon-
tana will for years remain the para-
dise of sensible sportsmen and honest
anglers.

Various Kinds of Fools.
As one star differeth from another

star in glory, so one person differs
from another person in imbecility.
There is the common fool, the natural
born fool, the d — fool and at the
end of the list stands the imbecile,
who never was anything but a fool,
and parades his folly because it is in
his nature not to know any better.—
Fort 1Forth Gazette.

Some Sample Questions.
The Indian Department may be

placed under civil service rules. If
that is the case, will the noble red,
before he draws his bull meat, have to
answer the questions: "What is the
population of Ijijijijit" "Give the
names of the lastslaur presidents of
Guatemala and San Salvador," and
"At $1.50 a cord what will wood come
to?"—Minneapolis Journal.

Prfres at the City Market.
Beef by the side, 7i.c.
Fore quarters, 6c.
Loin and Porterhouse steak, IS.•.
Round steak, 124c.
Shoulder steak, 1.0c.
All roasts of beef, 10e.
Boiling beef, 6e.
All kinds of sausage, 12ie. at the

City Market, next door to the Grant
Northern, Denuersvillc.

E. A. Sstsos, Prop

TIN Metropolis nil M3H-
llfactorillk City of the

Northwest.

Resources:
Situated on the line of the Great

Northern Railway and at the Head of

Navigation of the Flathead River, at

the Gateway of the Mountains,
through which the immense amount
of Timber, Coal and Mineral, in which
the surrounding country abounds,

must come for manufacture' and mar-
ket, thereby forming the largest com-
bination of natural resources ever
known in the west.

Columbia Falls, with its immense

water power and natural location for
business of all descriptions, is the only
town in the Flathead Valley with a

future assured, and for safe and per-
manent investment.

Columbia Falls has expended with-

in the past thirty days $10,000.00 for

Businese Buildings, while contracts

are already made for twenty-three

Business Buildings more, at a cost of
$76,000.00.

,W-Special inducements offered to
Manufacturers

Possessing Greater Nataral Re-
SOUCOS Than Any Other

City in

MISSOULA MERCANTILK COMPANY.
I I " 1,1 I 111 '

(;r)cenes,

Dry Goods,

(

Caps,

(doves,

1;001s,

Shoes,

Ilardwdre,

Stoves,

Titmat-e.

Furniture,

Implements,

Wines,

Liquors,

DEME1R-S-VII-11-1M, MONT'A-/\TA-

TH E M I SSOU LA, A NE w DEALKennedy 6r, Mitchell, Props.

A Now llollso aal is Strictly First-Class. SMITH,CHILSON &CO.Just Opened—All Modern Improvements.
10111111114R.e.toses to 4;4.. Q. Lim.ssouics, monto.n.o..

CLIFFORD & STANNARD,

RealEstate
And Insurance.

DEMERSVILLE, • • MONTANA.

The Largest List of Desirable City and Country Property
to be Found in the Flathead Country. They have for Sale
the Most Valuable city property, improved and unimproved.

Plats of all Desirable Lands in the Valley Can be seen at
their Offices.

Racket Store.
Demersville, Montana.

We have an Agency in New York City to purchase our stock, in order
to enable us to sell at lower prices than others. Our agent has instructions
to watch every Auction Sale. Call and see what we have in the line of
Hardware, Tinware, Sporting Goods, Gents' Furnishing Goods.

A new line of Hats, all the latest styles from New York, 25 per cent off.
Stationery and Notions of all kinds, Cigars, Tobacco, Fruit and Confec-

tionery.
WrWhat is the use of wasting a dollar when you can save it.

TWO DAILY STAGES

BETWEEN

COLUMBIA FALLS
A ND

DEMERSVILLE.

TIME '1"461-131.-JEC:
Leave Columbia Falls Daily. going via Egan.arriving at Demersville at 12 noon.
Leave Columbia Falls at 231 p.m., via

Ashley, arriving at Demersville at 2 :20 p.m.
Leaven Demen.villo at 2.33 a.m.via .tabley, sr-

ring at f'olturibia Falls at 12 m.
Leaves Demersville, via Egan, at 5.31, arriving

at Columbia Fulls at 5.31p. m.

Especial Attention Given to
Express.

Tickets for Sale at the Postoffiee,
Columbia Falls, and at all Hotels in
Demersville.

RUTH & McDONALD,
Have Opened Their New Saloon and

Keep the Best of Liquors
and Cigars.

They Have Furnished Rooms for
Lodgings. The Best of Beds.

MST AVENUE WEST. - - COLUMBIA FALLS.

WALSH & MURPHY,
-PROPRIETORN Or -

THE COLIUFMlIBIEAgN. 
to 

dB OFFICE THE DELTA SALOON,
FIRST-CLASS PRINTING. Nlicieuslitle.

CHOICE WINES, LIQUORS,

AND CIGARS.LATEST STYLE TYPE,
NEW PRESSES,

FINE PAPERS.

Letter Heads, Noteheads, Bill Heads, Statements, Envelopes, Business or
Visiting Cards, Hand Bills, Posters, Placards, Invitations, Tickets,

Programmes, Bills of Fare—in fact, Any and Every-
thing in the Job Printing Line.

AT R EA.SONAI3I-4E PRICES.

COMCMB1A FALLS :

DEAN & COWE
oo

MAIL ORDERS SOLICITED.

THE COLUMBIAN, - - Columbia Falls, Montana. 0


