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TRIED AND TRUE,
Little Thompson of Ours Wits Found

Not to be Wanting When Put

to the Test.

His Colonel Reliei-ed of the. NeeessiO

of Sending in all Unfavorable
Confidential Report.

Up there between Quetta and Can-

dahar it gets very cold in January- -

a nasty, biting, blustering cold that

nips the liver and shortens the

temper; that comes whistling round

your mud hut with a northeast wind

from off the snows, and cracks the

shriveled skin off you like old parch-

ment.
The colonel blew on his fingers,

howled for fresh wood to be piled

upon the fire, and fell to the con-

templation of his thumb, which was

frost-bitten.
Before him upon the table lay the

loathsome sheets of foolscap known

as the "Annual Confidential Reports."

Some of these were already filled in,

some blank as yet. Each was headed

by the name of an officer, and fringed

by the impertinent personal riddles

sent yearly for commandants to an-

swer.
Now, even when forced to look from

the point of view of disapproval upon

any one of his "boys," this honorable,

kindly English gentleman held the
system of confidential disparage-
ment in horror. But really this mor-
ning, what with the cold, and the
maggots in the rice which had put
him off his breakfast, and the extra-

ordinary delay in the mail letters, he

felt inclined to damn every man-jack
of them, himself included. With a
roaring blizzard searching your bones,

and a suspicion of fever in your
blood, and nothing decent to eat, you
don't feel like certifying that every
soul under your command is remark-
able for all qualities that go to main'

saints upon earth.
Anyhow, the colonel did not feel

like it. He began turning over the
sheets with that sickly, languid feel-
ing of revolt with which monotony
in its unpleasant forms is apt to in-
spire one after long years of patiee;

grind. He hated these grlin
ton sketches in black a;el •

was always the same thing -- the e‘ise• ,

weary struggle to coml,ine strict
truth with fair words; to put "Yee"

where it ought to be "No," and "No"

where it ought to be "Yes." For

wore they indeed—all these youths ---

zealous in well-doing, all talented, all

tactful, all of equable tempee? Hed

they, every one of them, been en-

dowed from their cradles with un-

natural sagacity and aptitude for
command? Were they, in short,
ready-made generals from the mo-

tnent they entered the serviee? Alas,

no! The colonel's eye wandered to
his crippled thumb again, a::d then

back to the sheets under his ol!ler
hand, and presently fell upon a cer-

tain name heading one of them.
Whereupon he cursed the authorities

in his heart for a pack,of fools and
sighed. It was Thompson—Lieut.

William Thompson—known by the
name of "Billy."
The colonel took it in his hand and

sighed again. There was not one, or
hardly one, of those cut-and-dried
questions that could be answered
gracefully, yet conscientiously, as re-
garded this young man. "I could
describe him in three words," groaned
tho colonel- -"harum-scarum young
devil."
Why, that very morning he had

spout a bad half hour in wigging the
youngster for shortcomings in almost
every item. Late again for parade.
Violent with a Sepoy. Hadn't the
faintest notion of his drill, and so on.
"What on earth am I to say for

you, sir?" he had asked angrily, tap-
ping the bundle of uncompromising
papers, at which Billy glanced with
rueful despair in his honest eyes.
"You are distinctly careless, wanting
in tact, useless at office work—what's
the use of complaining of your
writers, sir?—inattentive and argu-
mentative. Ride? Of course; and
that's about all you're fit for. That

and tennis; but unluckily these won't
advance you in your profession, nor
gain you respect., nor fit you for a
command."
Then the colonel had stolen a look

at the frank, bright face. and thought

for the millionth time how ridiculous

it all was. The lad was honorable
and brave. Why not trust to time
and training to do the rest? He
wanted a tight hand over him, of

course; but why be forced to send up
a nasty, disparaging report of him to
headquarters?
Somehow the colonel could not

find it in his heart to do it, and was
still worrying over it when a telegram
was brought in addressed "To the
officer commanding." This was fol-

lowed shortly by a knock at the rough
door opening outward onto the cold,
wind-swept inelosure, a struggle to

shut the same, and a tall, smart-
looking officer entered, helmet in
hand.
"Oh, that's you, Hamerton! I was

just going to send for you. There's
a row up Khunez way. James of the
police wounded. (.1 ilgaiJI I: Ile

a lot of people. I'm ordered to send

an intelligent officer to investigate
the thing and report. You'll have, a
ticklish job, but I can rely upon you.
I've been thinking whom you had
better take. You see I can only spare
one or two, either Bates or Thompson.

Bates has the longest head, and yet
Thompson—well, if it came to blows,

somehow I should prefer Thompson.

But do as you like."
As he said this the colonel in-

stinctively glanced at the pile of

papers beside him. Bates' name

happened to lie uppermost, with its

every question snugly and neatly

answered. Thompson's had frisked
off gayly in the open door, and was
but just saved from being chewed
under the table by Hameeton's puppy,
who had followed his master in.
"It shall be little Billy," said Maj.

Hamer-ton to himself, and proceeded
to the discussion of further details
concerning escort and commisariat
arrangements for the small expedi-

tion.
A little before nightfall they start-

ed, a party of fifteen in all --the two
English officers, Billy in a state of
the wildest joy and bursting with im-

patience, a duffedar, and twelve

sowers of the Khunaz horse. A
second telegram had been received
soon after the first saying that the

(Mauls, who were few in number,
had taken themselves off; that a
native hospital assistant was in charge
of James, the wounded police officer,

and that he was to be brought back
here, because there was no other
European doctor nearer than Quetta.
"Hope we come across the beggars,"

Billy said gleefully.
But the colonel, who had ridden

out a little way with the party and
had wished them "good luck," found
himself saying something like a prayer
in his heart for the safe return of the
two men, who were, in his opinion, the
very pick of the regitnent.
Upon the third day after the de-

pratttre of the expedition the colonel
rode out to reconnoiter, along with
the doctor, who was always game for
a ride. The commanding officer was
more anxious than he allowed to ap-
pear. Somehow, a two years' sojourn
in those dreary wilds draws men very
close together when they are made of

<nod stuff. The party(‘71!:.lit to have
urned ore th!!:, ru;!i , (olonel's

! -;,rt was: ' him. He
-see ee, erefully.

w!,• i; awl
,! I.!

that little
I; it a 'devil' oe of

horsen.-n
The (1..,r• Or, V). hr...).'). Were

ttn;,..,-(,re,.1 that it v;:u; BO
'devil,- but hor-::,nten, that
wore ;nAing fo:' camp.
"By Jove:" elaim,•:1 the colonel

with his field glass up, -it is
Thompon with n sowar

17: !I, r moment they were
•!, • to m 't thew.

ll •••••!- ri•C;-:;. a length or two in
wt! horse pulled up

of its own act':-• he neared the
approaching riders. The sowar
;:tluted and remained rtolidly im-
movable in the backgromal. 1.3o:11
men and horses were caked with dust.
and wore a weary, dejected air.
"We're bringing in James all eight,

sir," answered Billy in response to
the colonel's questioning gesture.
"But we had a fight --Ghazis, this
side lihttuaz. Hamerton's badly
wounded. I've come on for the doe-
tor--his only chance. The black
fellow boltrd who was looking after
James. Can the doctor go at once,
sir? This sower wauts a fresh horse
--that's all."

After a word or two with the com-
mandant the doctor sped toward
camp with the Sowar at his heels. He
paused for a moment by the side of
Billy and looked him in the face.
"I shall be under way in ten

minutes," he said. "Look here old
fellow, you've had about enough; go
home and turn in." Ho was struck
by the look of agony end mental
strain on the boy's face.
Once within camp limits the colo-

nel dismounted, and, giving his horse
over to a syce, walked beside the'
young officer's horse with his hand on
his neck. Several fellows came up
with greetings and con grat
"Come straight to the mess and

have something to drink before you
tell us anything," said the colonel,
taking hold of the horse's bridle as
he spoke. At the same moment he
felt it slacken within his grasp, and
looking up he saw that Billy was
reeling in his saddle and that. his
lips were bloodless.
'd —I think I'm done for," lw mut-

tered feebly, and fell sideways off his
horse into the colonel's arms.
They carried him over to 1:110 MOSS

and began taking off his military
great-coat. Then something made
him open his eyes, and his face took
a little, brave, distorted smile.
"Hold hard!" he gasped; "I think

I've got a bullet somewhere, and—
and—my arm's smashed."
"Why, damn it.," groaned the colo-

nel, laying him gently down, and
looking 'round upon the circle of
horror-stricken faces, "he knew this,
and has sent away the doctor!"

It was some weeks before Maj.
merton wa9 able to tell the _ator
Ltent • Thompon.:, hcro;c condne :

how, when he himself was wounded

and at the mercy of the murderers,

the young officer defended him single-

handed; how afterward he pushed on

into Khunaz and brought out James

of the police more dead than alive;

and how, finally, while concealing the

fact that ho had been shot in the

right arm, he rode forty miles in to
get the doctor, and thus for the sec-
ond time saved the major's life.

It was longer still though before

Billy was out of danger. The wound
had set up inflammation and fever
from overexertion and the long time
that had of necessity elapV k., before
skilled care could be bestowed upon
it, and for weeks it was feared it
would go hard with Billy.
But in the end the "harun-scartun

young devil" got well, and the colo-
nel had the pleasure of sending up a
"confidential report" of a very
superior kind, together with a bril-
liant pendant. which has resulted in
the bestowal of the much-coveted
Victoria cross upon Lieut. Thompson
of Ours. -Vaulty Fair.

U. S. Commissioner Swaney, now
has his office in Columbia Falls. Set-
tlers making filings and final proofs
should see hill,.
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Invites your attention to
Several new lines that should
be carefully examined by the
Buyers of this region. Among
recent arrivals are:

A Complete Line of

Stetson Hats

The Celebrated

NORTH STAR

BLANKETS.

A re?.ege Line or

Plain (Jill FaBy.

We expect Our Line of

Dress Flanneit-;
In Few Days---WAIT.

We Still Lead in Values on

Ladies' and Gents' Furnishing

Goods. Boots and Shoes, Hats

and *Caps, Clothing and Dry
Goods. Come and See.

NEW YORK CASH BAZAAR.

A. N. SMITH,
House and Sign

Paper Hanging.

Shop in Rear of Odd Fellows
Hall.

COLJUMEILA.

BRICK!

Conlin & Berne wish to Announce

that they are prepared to supply

FIRST-CLASS BRICK in any quantities

Desired.

THE COLUMBIA FALLS BRICK
Are Fqual to any in the market, and

and are sold at satisfactory
Prices.

YARD—One Block south of Ninth
Street.
LEAVE ORDERS with E. J. Mathews,

at Gt. Nor. Lumber Co.'s Office.

THE SCANDIA
OscEr Laird, Prop.

Choice Wines, Liquors and
Cigars.

F. C. COMELY. NV. II. SNIITi

WINDSOR 110IISK
Recently Opened. New Fur-

niture, New House.

GOIIMELY & SMITH, Props.

The House is new and offers the

best accommodations in the city to

the traveling imblie.

NUCLEUS AVENUE.

COLUMBIA FALLS, - - MONT.

SECOND AVENUE

is 1_ A C

N I I

WAGON SHOP,

All Work Neatly and Promptly Done.

HORSESHOEING AND PLOW-
WORK A SPECIALTY.

FURNITURE REPAIRING NEATLY DONE
IN THE WAGON SHOP.

RICKARD & LA PAGE.
c,)nd Avenue W. and Third Street.

I A AN- I ZEN C

13 T1.11 11-T ANA NA N.

Have moved to their New Shop on
Second Avenue and Nieth Street.
They are now prepared to do all

Kinds of

- AND—

GENUAL BI,ACKSMITHIN( 

The Patronage of Mill Men, Farmers ziod Mc-

ehanie)s solicited.

llIllft s Our Spocialty.
GALEN H. WHEELER,

U. S. DEPUTY

/1.-)

AND

IllineralSurveyor,
YRIATE SURVEYS

MADE.

OFFICE Zz. liESIDENCE, COLUMBIA FALLS.

Geo.*R. McMahon,

Undertaker

iid

Bodies taken charge of and eltipped.

Orders through the Valley will re-

ceive prompt Attention.

Columbia Falls cemetery one mile

west on Mc3Ialson's Ranch.

D. J. --EYFRON,

- Mont.

NON=11,

Forwarding

TRANSEMATIO1
N-rr 

Rail charges advanced and goods

delivered to the boat land-

ing at foot of

Lake.

Quick Time and Safe Arrival
Guaranteed. •

Address orders,
D. J. HEYFROX,

• --igltraittiOtol .

COLUMBIA )1/N HOTEL
COLUMBIA FALLS.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS HOUSE IN TOWN.

FRASER &DUNSIRE, PROPS.

OLSON. JOHNSON & COM'Y.

Are Prepared to Furnish

Mouldings,

Flooring,

And Everything in the

BUILDING LINE.

Cor. Seventh St. and Third Ave.

Col umbia

Buy Your Meats
AT TH1:

CITY
MARKET

WHITE & MURPHY, Props.

I) -

The Best of Meats at Living

Prices.

—0—

SECOND AVENUE WEST,

ClIlumbia Falk, Montana.

THE BIG FOUR.
0 0 0

If you want a Live Republican Dai-
ly Newspaper, subscribe for the Hel-
ena Daily Journal, the official organ
of Montana. By mail WOO per year.

If von want a live Republican
Weekly Newspaper, away from home,
subscribe for the Helena Weekly
Journal. By mail $2.4 /0 per year.
If you want a first-class Farming,

Stock, Range or Family Newspaper
subscribe for the Montana Farming
and Stock Journal. By mail per year.

If you are interested in milling,
milling or mining news in general,
subscribe for the Montana Mining
Journal. By mail $2.00 per year.
Any two of the weeklies sent to one

address for $3.00 per year.
Address, Journal Publishing Co.,

Helena, Montana.

NORTHERN PACIFIC
BETWEEN

M ISSOL.LA, G-ARRISON,HELEN

BUTTE, BOZEMAN, BILLINGS,

LIVINGSTON, GLENDIVE,

MILES CITY.
Ave ALL POINTS

EAST AND WEST.

There is nothing better than toe

“2: Car Line.

Through Pullman Sleeping Cars and
Furnished Tourist Sleepers Run

Daily Between Points in

MONTANA

St. Paul, Illinneapolis and Chicago.
PASSING THROUGH

MINNESOTA, NORTH DAKOTA,

MONTANA, IDAHO, OREGON
AND WASHINGTON.

Pullman Palace Sleeping Cars,
First and Second Class Coaches,

Pullman Tourists' Cars,
Free Colonial Sleepers.

-- --
THROUGH TICKETS are sold at

all coupon offices of the Northern Pa-
rifle Railroad to all points North,
Saz,t, South and West in the United
States and Canada.

Time Schedule:

Leaves Rimini daily for lick 'ma,
Butte, Bozeman, Livingston, Bismark,
Fargo' St. Paul, Minneapolis and all
points east.
Leave Ravalli daily for Spokane, Tacoma,

Seattle, Portland and ail western punits at 9:14
P.m.
For rstes, maps, time tables or spe-

cial information apyly to agent of the
Northern Pacific railroad at Ravalli,
or to

C. S. FEE,
11 -P. stet T Ike Rte Pettis -Minn,

FRASER 6,7, CHALMERS,

L. C, TRENT, Gen. Western Manager.

Salt Lake City, Utah; Helena, rvionrana,

MINING MACHINERY,
And Machinery for the Systematic Reduction of Ores by Amalgamation,

Concentration, Smelting and Leaching.
Builders of the Homestake, Granite Mountain, Drum Lummon, Anaconda,

Blue Bird, Lexington, and Bi-Metallic Reduction Works.

Hoisting Engines, Geared and Direet Acting.
Prospecting and Developing Hoists.

Builders of Improved Air Compressors and Wire Tramways, Fru() Vanning
Machines and Embrey Concentrators.

C ALOTOBS.
sole We:item Agent for

Lig-erwood Hoisting Engines,
And Tyler Wire Works Double Crimped Mining Cloth.

Electric Light Plants.
Diamond Core Prospecting Drills.

Collcolitrtioll Millg, Electric Elevators, Shay Patent Locomotives.

Frank"Q7oods
t:,!facturcr toil Dealer iii

OUC11 and Common

L, 11-1] U.
Prices t he Lowest.

Columbia Falls, : Montana:

GREAT NORTHEN LUMBER COMPANY,

Columbia Fa.11s, - - Montana.

--MANUFACTURERS OF ALL GRADES OF---

Common, DIMORSi911, Flue Finishing, Seasoned, -
- - Kiln-dried and Surfaced Lumber,

White Pine;Yellow Pine, Fir, Tamarack, Cedar, Birch, Spruce.

FLOORING, CEILING, LATH,

SHINGLES, SIDiNG, TIES,

BRIDGETiMBER, R. R. TIMBER.

our location at the junction of all Iloatable streams of the Flathead

Country, we are able to secure the best quality of all kinds of timber.

Shipments made promptly by steamer to all River and Lake points.

You Ought to Read
. . . . A DAILY PAPER

FROM THE WORLD'S-FAIR CITY.

THE CHICAGO DAILY NEWS is as good as
the best and cheaper than the cheapest. It
is a member of the Associated Press and
prints all the news. Its circulation aver-
ages from 220,000 to 240,000 copies a day,
and is, with a single exception, the largest
daily circulation in America. It is an inde-
pendent newspaper—it wears no party
collar—and prints the news free from the
taint of partisan bias. It gives all the news
and tells the truth about it.

.YOU OUGHT TO READ THE

Chicago Daily News.

24

NO TRUE ECONOMY CAN

PRACTICED BY A HOUSEHOLD

UNLESS A CORY OF THE

"15CiTER5' CAllUe."
Is CC:W.31in ED.

I

This boo!: haa
long been meet-OW:1

as the only
"DICTIONARY CO VALUES"
published. Sand 15 cents in

stamps to pay charges en cue of

the latest editions.

MONTGOMERY WARD dr CO., 111 to 116 Milian Ave.,

GOOD LODGING ROOMS.

NeriArs AVENCE.

Menntanrti.

You should see the nice

Bedding at N. V. Bazaar.


