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Dil GOVERNMENT MOCK COCIEF J OSEPH ONTO A TREAM
AM WAS THIS THE CAUSE OF THE WAR MTH NEZ PERCES?

GEO. WIEDEMAN
SOME PEDESTRIAN

MADE TI1E LAST IAXI OF HIS

JOURNEY INTO MONTANA

ON SI1ANKS' PONIES.

Herded Sheep for Jack Waite on His

Arrival in Judith Iltutin, anti Is

Now One of the Strong Alen of

beWistown; Wife It State's Young-

est Pioneer.

Evernone in the Judith Basin
knows George Wiedpman. He is one
of the strong men of that section of
Montana. His interests are extensive
and varied from banking to sheep-
growing, the two extremes of busi-
ness endeavor of that inland empire.
Between these two polar point are
many other diversified interests

George J. NViedeman.

which Wiedeman dominates. Yet he
walked into Montana, because he did
not have the money to pay his fare,
and he started MS career in the state
as a sheepherder.
"I am not ashamed of the fact that

I herded sheep," he said the other
day in the Judith club. "The good
book has not perpetuated the mem-
ory of any banker of biblical times.
But it has made immortal several
sheepherders 'and flockmasters, and
the greatest of these was Jacob, lead-
er of the Israelites. I stand as a fol-
lower of Jacob.

When Walking Was Good.

"Nor am I ashamed of the fact that
I walked into Montana. Gene Lane
walked in, too. So did Ed Donlan.
Walking was good in those days. I3e-
sides it does not make so much dif-
ference as to how a man starts in
life, whether it be walking or sheep-
herding, as it does how he finishes."
Wiedeman was in Bismarck when

he caught the Montana fever. He
went down to the purser of a river
boat and gave him all the money he
had. It was enough to pay his fare
to Cow island, 140 miles down the
river from Fort Benton. Wiedeman
cultivated the boat's officers assidu-
ously on the trip up the river, in the
hope that they would carry him on
to Fort Benton. But when the boat
tied up at Cow island he was told
that he had arrived at the end of hie
journey, as far as the boat's manage-
ment was concerned.
"I got off the boat and walked up

the river to Fort Benton," said
Wiedeman. "The trip took me about
10 days. It was in August and the
country was beautiful. When I
look back at it now it seems like a
pleasure trip."

Met Jack Waite at Benton.

When Wiedeman arrived at Fort
Benton he met Jack Waite, (reel'
from the Judith basin, where lie had

In the Mercantile Business.

Then he became associated with
the T. C. Power company. This
gave him an insight into the mercan-
tile bueiness. lie decided that lie
would be a merchant. He went into-
the hardware business in a modest
way. The business grew as the town
developed, and he organized the 61on-
tana Hardware company, which has
since beconie one of the leading mer-
cantile houses in Lewistown.
Then he helped to organize the

Montana Lumber company, which
gave Senator Gene Lane his opportu-
nity. lie was also a factor in the
organization of the Lewistown Brick
and Tile company, and it one of the
principal ownere of tho Montana
building, the 'limit pretentious busi-
ness etructure in Lewistown. It
stands on the site of the building in
which he made his start in the hard- utterance to this conviction, for he

ware business. taXes it for granted that all the

When the Jawbone railroad e as world knows Wand admits it.

built into the basin lie became in- vanity, therefore, has a sublimity
about it that ours lacks. His boast-
in' is passive."

John Haliburton, who is an old
man today, just remembers his cele-
brated grandfather, who, he says,
was ffull of dry wit and sarcasm in
his convereation, and'a good deal of
a practical joker.

After the civil war, Grant and
Sherman were the ndlitary dicta-
tors of the United States. They
were the idols of the north, be-
cause of the victorious war
which they had brought to a
close, and their word IVU8 law in.
military affairs. Did titey use
this power to the very best ad-
vantage in treating with the In-
dians? The story of the rebel-
lion of Chief Joseph against the
confiscation of the Nez Perces
iambi by l'resident Grant; or the
repudiation by General Sherman
of the terms 'mule by General
Aliles to Chief Joseph, would in-
dicate that they might have
abused their power. Following
is a narrative of the causes
which led up to the Nez Perces
war:

The white world is inclined to
blame Chief Joseph of the Nez Perces
for the bloody war he waged against
the settlers of the eastern part of the
state in 1877. As a matter of fact
Joseph was fighting for a principle
as patriotic as ever inspired a soldier
of the United States.

Until the government began to
play fast and loose with the Nez
Perces the tribe had been, from the
time of Lewis and Clark, the fr;end
of the white men. They were a su-
perior people, devoted to peace, and
had been praised by every explorer
who passed over the Oregon trail,
and by the early missionaries, Fa-
thers DeSmet and Itavalli.

'Just as General Garfield misrep-
resented to the government his ne-
gotiations with the Flatheads of the
Bitter Root, claiming that Chief
Chariot had surrendered the righte of
the Selish Flatheads to that valley
when he had not, ea.rly day commis-
sioners tient to treat with the Nez
Perces, made treaty with under chiefs
and headmen who did not represent
the whole tribe of the Nez Perces
with regard to land.

This haphazard treaty making, too
much in vogue by commissioners en-
deavoring to force achievement in
those days was what caused the Nez
Perce war. A group of chiefs were
cajolled into signing away the rights
of the Nez Perce nation. When the
matter was reported to the tribe the
greater portion of the Indians re-
fused to confirm it.

When Joseph Rebelled.

The leader of the protesting minor-
ity was Chief Joseph. lie i8 repre-
sented as being a royal blooded In-
dian, whose forebears had held high
place in the council of his nation for
many generations. The dissatisfied
Indians rallied around him. The land
that had been clandestinely ceded to
the United Statee government was
the Wallowa valley, the home of his

HIS GRANDFATHER
WAS SAM SLICK

A DESCENDANT OF AMERICA'S

FIRST GREAT HUMORIST

LIVES IN MONTANA.

Alan Who Alade Yankees Laugh 114>

fore Nasby, Billings, N)e or Arte-

mus NVard Said Americans Talked

About Their Superiority While the

British Just Looked It.

On his farm in Sheridan county, a
dozen miles northwest of Scobey,
lives John lialiburton, a grandson of
Judge William lialiburton, the pio-
neer humorist of the American con-
tinent, who wrote under the name of
Sam Slick. Long before Petroleum
V. Nasby, Artemus Ward, Bill Nye
and Josh Billings came upon the
stage, Sam Slick had the people
holding their sides with laughter
over his dry wit and humor.
Sam Slick was the first of the

great dialect humorists. Ile wrote
"Natur and Human Natur," "Sam
Slick, the Clockniaker," "Sam Slick
in search of a Wife" and many other
funny books. His accounts of nu-

located two years before. Waite was morous horse trades have more fun
on his way east. The two formed a in them than those of David Harlin'.
friendship which terminated onlY I Ile was the author of the pliraee,
with Waite's death laet year. Waite; "soft sawder." In selling wooden
was in the sheep businese. lie advis-Iclocks in Nova Scotia, where he
ed Wiedeman to go to the Judith. lived, he made Sam Slick depend on
Vviedetnan went. When Waite re-1"soft sawder" to get a clock into a
turned from the east he found Wiede-: house and upon "human natur" to
man herding his sheep. lie remained • keep it there. Ile would flatter the
with Waite two years. housewife about her home, her cook-

ing and her children, and so gain
permission to leave the clock on
trial, knowing that after she had be-
come accustomed to having the clock
on the mantel, and after her friends
had seen and admired it, it would be
"agin human natur" for her to part
with it.
Sam Slick was a master of sar-

casm, and none of his succeesors
have equaled him in ability to poke
fun at national characteristics. He
once wrote:
"There are two kinds of boastin',

active and passive. The former be-
longs exclusively to my countrymen,
the Americans, and the latter to the
British. A Yankee is noisy about his
superiority. lie openly asaerts it and
loudly proclaims it whenever the op-
portunity offers. John Buil just
feels it and looks it. He don't give

terested in Hobson and Stanford.
Mrs. Wiedeman le. the youngest

pioneer in the state. She was the
daughter of Paul Weydent, and was
born in Helena in 1868. Weydent
came to the Mate in 1864 in the same
immigrant train as did the late Judge
HIlger.

childhood, and of his people from

time immemerial. At a great council

of the dissenters ,Joseph made a

speech, in the course of which he

said: '•

"A man who vvould not love
the land of his father and his
mother is worse than a beast.
Our brothers have betrayed us.
The men who spoke for the
Great White Father of the pale
faces should have known that
they were doing something
which was not right. The white
men have much power, hut we
must fight them if they attempt
to take OUr 11011108 away from
us."

The cry of Joseph, the red patriot,
went up and down the land of the Nez
Perces. Many of the chiefs and head
men who had assented to this treaty
left the country of the nation, so bit-
ter was the feeling against thorn.
Then came the notice from the gov-
ernment that the Indians must leave
the valley within a year. This had
about the same effect among the
members of the tribe as did .the re-

cent decision of Germany to wage
unrestricted submarine warfare on
the unarmed merchant vessels of the
United States had upon, the people of
the United States.
So Joseph decided that there was

nothing for his people to do but to
fight the United States. Looking
Glass, White Bird, To-hul-hul-sote,
with their allies, joined him. This
faction, which.-constituted the frower
"of the fighting strength of the nation,
was known as the "Non-treaty Nez
Percee."

Joseph Warned Settlers.

Along about this time, encouraged
by the attitude of the government,
settlers began to locate in the Wallo-
wa valley. Joeeph went to them and
explained his position. He told them
that the treaty by which the land was
ceded to the United States had been
repudiated by the Nez Perce nation.
He warned them that there would be
war if they remained. Instead of
heeding this warning they encoulag-
ed other settlers to come.

Grant was then president of the
United States. His training had been
militant. He answered the Indians

RUNESTONES AND SEEDLESS
PRUNES NELSON'S HOBBY
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Pete Snelson Ituneing Up.

Among its resources in men, Mon- discovery from Vinland westward.
tana has a scattering of scientists.
Most of these are connected with the
various educational institutions of

We had a camp by two skerries one
day's journey north from this stone.
We were out fishing one day. When

the state, but here and there you will we returned home we found ten men
find a man who has made a hobby of red with blood and dead. AVM (Ave,
some subject in which he is interest-
ed, and by study of it has become an
authority. Such a man is Pete Snel-
son, managing editor of the Helena
Record-Herald. Pete Sneison's hob-
by is runes.
Perhaps you do not know what a

rune is. Neither did Pete when he

Virgo Maria) save us from evil. We
have ten men by the sea to look after
our vessel fourteen days' journey
from this island. Year 1362."
Think of it! A hundred years be-

for Columbus discovered America!
nese hardy Vikings had pushed
westward from the Scandinavia Bet-

tina ran across the word in the al- tlements known to have existed in
mantic he was reading at his board- Greenland, and by the waterways of
ing house in a small town in Cass Hundson's Bay, Lake Winnipeg and
county, Iowa, shortly after his ar-
rival from Sweden two decades ago.
I3ut Pete observed from the article he
was reading that a run is a form of
writing used by the early Scandina-
vians in prehistoric times, and he at
once became interested, as he has
fine old Viking blood in his veins.
Ile wrote a letter to Senator Cum-
mings at Washington, asking him
where he could get some government
literature on runes.

Naturally enough, perhaps, the
senator's secretary, who is always a
busy man, was not much up on runes
himself, and he jumped to the con-
clusion that Pete had left a "P" out
of his letter, and that it was
"prunes" he wanted information
about. Therefore, Pete was surpris-
ed and somewhat mystified when he
began receiving from many sources
voluminous reports, books and pam-
phlets dealing with prunes, their cul-
tivation, food value, preeervation,
methods of packing, prices ranging
over a period of years and other de-
tailed information gathered from ex-
haustive research.

Authority on Prunes.
In those days Pete was an ornni-

verous reader, and everything that
was sent to him concerning the prune
he read, with the result that he was
an undisputed master of the subject
of prunes, and he always won argu-
ments dealing with this fruit and
wagers which he instigated himself,
at the corner store of the village
which served as a local debating
club.

But in the meanwhile Pete (lid
not neglect the runes, and by assidu-
ously applying hitnself to the task of
running the rune to its lair, he be-
came an authority on that subject,
likewise. He could tell a rune 118 far
as he could see it, and no secret that
the runes of early Scandinavia con-
cealed was not readily fathomed b
h m

It was not to be wondered at,
therefore, that, when a farmer nam-
ed Olof Oilman was grubbing out a
patch of timber on his farm near
Kensington, Minnesota, in 1898, and
discovered, clasped in the: roOts of
an old tree, a atrange stone bearing
carved characters that none could
read Pete's attention and deep inter-
est were attracted by a newspaper
account of the mysterious find. Ile
determined to take a holiday from
his prune culture, to which he had
been devoting himself for some tiine
past, and to see this stone. Pete had
a hunch that he would find some
runes on it. Anil he was right.

lie went to Minnesota; to Kensing-
ton and to Olof Ohman. He saw the
stone. He spent an evening with it,
and the following day wrote out the
following translation of the runic
characters:

The Translation.

",Eight Goths (Swedes) and twen-
ty-two Norwegians upon a journey of
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Pete Snelson Pruning Up.
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the Red river of the north, had
reached this far inland point, where

a third of their number were Blain.
As a record and memorial of thie
achievement, the others set up this
stone on which they chiseled the
story of their enterprise.
The matter was taken up by the

Minnesota Historical society, and a
committee which made a searching
scrutiny of all the evidence reparted
that the authenticity of the rune
etone had been satisfactorily proved.
Other rune readers confirmed the
translation made by Snelson.
No runes ever have been discover-

ed in Montana, but if any ever turn
up the state has a man who c.an
translate them in the person of Pete
Snelson.

The Poirit'of View.
_MT"' T

"This is a perfect day, isn't it?"
smiles the Dentist who WAR about to
yank out four aching molars.
"Is it??" growled the man who was

about to have the teeth extracted.

Many a man's &dances of being
drafted are slim because he is too fat.

by proclaiming the Wallov.a valley a
part of the public domain of the Unit-
ed States, and open to settlement.
Naturally enough, this proclamation

brought more settlers. Joseph re-
alized that he must make his fight
for his people, or submit to what he
and they considered a rank injustice.
He issued an ultimatum that if the
white settlers did not at once leave
the country he and his followers
would go on the war path.
The settlers, feeling themselves se-

cure in the attitude of President
Grant, remained. The Indians began
to commit petty depredations. Set-
tlers in unprotected places began to
feel the hand of the .Indian. The
settlers, alarmed, asked for military
protection. The government sent a
troop of cavalry into the valley. This
the Indians considered an act of war.

General Howard was sent out to
try to placate Joseph. He took the
position that the Wallowa valley was
a legitimate possession of the govern-
ment of the United States; that the
army would protect the settlers and
force Joseph and his followers to go
to the reservation allotted to then',
A short time after this, White Bird's
followers opened the war by killing
some of the settlers. White HUH
came out in the open, and rode bold-
ly about the valley, proclaiming war.

Howard then took personal com-
mand. He sent detachments in ev-
ery direction. They were ordered to
strike the Indians wherever found.
Then followed numerous skirmishes,
and two battles dn the Clearwater
river. Neither side had any decided
advantage in these encounters, and
the fact that they were not defeated
greatly encouraged the Indians.

Joseph was given chief command
of the Nez Perces warriors. He had
under him about 400 fighting men.
He knew that this small force could
not expect to cope successfully with
the army which Howard could place
in the field. So he divided his war-
riors into small bands, so that they
might have a better chance of escap-
ing the soldiers who were scouring
the countryside for them.

Finally the Indians concentrated
on Weyipe creek. They intended to
pass down the Bitter Root valley, and
on east across the range to the Buf-
falo country. Joseph sent a runner
to Captain Rawn, in charge of a de-
tachment of soldiers from Fort MiB-
soula, asking permission to cross the
valley. Rawn replied that the In-.
diens could pass if they surrendered
their arms. Joseph refused these
conditions, and advised Rawn that he
would go through the valley, with or
without his consent.

Chariot Protected Settlers.
When it was known that the Nez

Perces were coming, Chief Chariot of
the Selish tribe of the Flatheads,
whose home was in the Bitter Root,
advanced with his warriors to meet
Joseph. He told Joseph that he could
go through the valley but he must
not molest any of the settlers. This
action undoubtedly saved the lives of
many white men. Joseph proceeded
up the Bitter Root valley leisurely
into the Big Hole basin country.
In the meantime General Gibbon,
with 182 officers and men was close
behind him. Gibbon surprised the
Indians, and at first had the advan-
tage. The troops were forced to take
shelter in Borne timber, where, for
two days they were besieged by Jo-
seph. The narrative of the battle is a
story in itself. After the second day
the Indians learned in some way of
the approach of General Howard with
reinforcements and retired, and this
wae the start of the wonderful 1,000
mile retreat of Joseph, which mili-
tary ,men say was one of the most
remarkable achievements ever ac-
complished by an Indian force in the
annals of Indian warfare.

Joseph Begins Retreat.
Joseph had made up his mind that

he would lead his warriors to Canada.
It is said that he hoped to be able to
negotiate for their return to their be-
loved valley after they were safely
across the international boundary.

Joseph's forces had dwindled down
to less than 100 warriors. Ile had
with him 350 helpless women and
children. General Howard was be-
hind him. General Miles menaced his
front. Colonel Sturgis and his Crow
scouts were on his flank. Ile went
by devious trails southwest in Yel-
lowstone park, where he turned on
Howard and drove him back, but at
a loss. He then turned north into
Montana, and was intercepted by
Sturgis and his fresh soldiers and
Crow scouts. lie fought Sturgis twice,
and with only 50 men able to fight,
got away from Sturgis, crossed the
Missouri and entered the Bear Paw
mountains. Here.Miles, with more
fresh soldiers, caught him, and after
the encounter there were but few of
his warriors left. Joseph was com-
pelled to surrender. Ife made a
speech'to the survivors in which he
commended them for the brave fight
they had made for their homes, now
lost to them forever, concluding with
these memorable words:
"Hear me, my chiefs. I am tired.

My heart is sick and sad. From
where the sun now stands I will fight
no more forever!" Then Joseph and
his little band surrendered.

It was promised that he should be
returned to Idaho. General Sheridan
ignored this promise and placed him
and his followere in exile at Fort
Leavenworth. The Indians were
afterwards removed to the Indian ter-
ritory, where many of them died of
malarial fever.

Anacondan's Predicament.
When J. (11. Oeibel of Anaconda

woke up the other morning he had
no wearing apparel. Burglars had.
entered his room during the night
and stolen three Hutto of clothes, con-
stituting his entire sartorial reserve.
He had to send the S. O. S. call out
to a clothiery before he could leave
his room.

TRAGIC PROTEST
OF FLANNIGAN

PIONEER WHO KILLED HIMSELF

BECAUSE WHISKY WAS GET-

TING TOO CHEAP.

Resented the Encroaclunent of Civil-

ization, Dug His Own Grave, Made

His Own Coffin, Laid Himeelf

Down in It and Blew the top of his

Head off; His Note.

The probability of the advance in
the price of drinks from the regula-
tion "bit,' or twelve and one-half
cents, because of the threatened whis-
ky famine, recalls the tragic protest
of John Flannigan, pioneer prospect-
or of the Lump gulch country,
against the encroachment of civiliza-
tion, and the decline in the price of
whisky. Disgusted with the passing
of the west and the cheapness of
whisky he blew out his brains. He
left a note in which he voiced his
protest and told why he had taken
his own life.
John was a high flyer in the days

when a drink of whisky was worth 60
cents in gold. The bar tender took it
from one's "poke" and weighed it
out in the gold scales. Usually he
wore long finger nails and the gold
dust that got under the nail of his
business finger was his brokerage.
When drinks declined to 25 cents in
regular. money Flannigan thought
the country was going to the bow
wows. He drowned his disgust by
drinking twice the quantity he had
allowed himself in the good old days
of fifty cent "licker."

. Still Civthzation Advanced.

And still civilization came on
apace. The railroads came, churches
and schools were built and the might
of the vigilantes was superseded by
law and order. The territorial legis-
lature even passed a law which made
Flannigan's gambler friends pay a
license to maintain a game of faro.
and absolutely barred ouch exciting
pastimes as roulette and black jack.
All this disgusted Flannigan. He felt'
that the old west which he loved be-
cause of its liberty and license, was
passing. He became obsessed with
the idea that Montana was no longer
a place for red blooded men.

Every day some new innovation
from the east, some rerorm that was
repugnant to his ideas of the fitness
of things, came to add to his disgust.
More people came, Saloons multi-
plied. Competition brought abput
the reduction of the pr1ce of drinks
to twelve and one-half cents.

Too Much for Flannigan.

This was the straw that broke the
camel's back. Flannigan resolved
upon a sensational and tragi pro-
test. Just a few yards from his log
cabin, on the site of which now
stands the East Helena smelter, John
dug his grave. Then he fashioned
for himself his own coffin out of
rough pine boards. He lowered the
coffin into the grave, and even put
the coffin lid alongside of it so as to
give those who came to perform the
last sad offices of man the least trou-
ble possible. Then he climbed into
the coffin, laid himself down, put a
six shooter to his forenead and blew
the top of his head off .
He left this note on the lid of the

coffin:
"To Whom It May Concern:

"You needn't get no coroner to
held an inquest on me. I done this
myself. When whisky goes to a bit
and beer to five cents a glass it is
time to do something. because the
countryb is going to hell. So long.''

HENS AND INSPECTORS
LAY FOR PACKER BURNS
Many Montana stockmen know Pat

Burns, the millionaire packer of
western Canada. It is related of
Burns that he drove an ox into Cal-
gary. On the back of the ox was his
personal effects. Ile butchered the
ox, and from the proceeds went into
the meat business. He is one of the
richest packers in Canada, and buys
heavily from Montana.

Burns' company is under fire. It
is charged that he is a factor in the
Canadian food trust which the gov-
ernment is investigating. Burns com-
pany has been supplying the Cana-
dian army with "bully beef." It is
charged that the Burns company has
handled 200,000 dozen eggs during
the past year, and made a profit of
16 cents on each dozen. The hens of
Alberta were laying for Pat laid
year. Now the investigators are lay-
ing for him.

All these disclogures have come
out through the report of W. F.
O'Connor, the Canadian cost of liv-
ing commissioner. The most serious
charge is against Sir Joseph Flavelle.
head of the imperial munitions board
of Canada, who talked so much
about eliminating profit in connec-
tion with supplying tee government,
that he was knighted. report
chargee this knight with having
made $5,000,000 out of bacon alone.
The bacon was sold to the govern-
ment for the army.
As one of the results of the report

the government will make a sweep-
ing investigation of cold storage
companies.

Cannot Sell Fire Arms.

Chief Murphy of Butte will arrest
any second-hand dealer who sells
firearms to anyone without a permit
from the police department.
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