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It's a queer, yet a serious

proposition, these numerous for-

est fires. Up until Monday af-

ternoon thirty-three different

fires have been discovered and

fought within the Ekalaka forest

reserve since the first big fire on

July 20th. This is a little better

than one fire a day, and certain-

ly just one too many each day.

There can be no doubt now but

that nearly all of them can be

traced to the work of a firebug,

one whose reasons are not en-

tirely understood, and who if ap-

prehended will meet up with a

piece of bad luck. The big rain

of a week or so ago put out all

signs of fire in the reserve, but

the next day three calls for fire

fighters were sent in from three

different sections. No doubt tlie

forest reserve officers will soon

find the party setting the fires.

as vve understand that a reward

is offered and many are looking

out for the fire bug. Let us hope

something will show up soon to

put a stop to these fires.

Chester A. Minnis, who was

up from the Knobs country in

Carter county Monday, tells us

that they have good crops in his

district. There are farms in

Carter county near the Fallon

county line that will thresh out

as much as fifteen bushels to the

acre. Others will run from 4 to

10 bushel on an average. This

is the first time that Mr. Minnis

has visited Ekalaka in his four

years' residence in eastern Mon-

tana, and is well impressed with

the future prospects of the towr.

Mr. Minnis says Ekalaka is the

best town in eastern Montana,

and if it were possible would like

to make his home here. At one

time Mr. Minnis was candidate

for secretary of state for the

state of Illinois, and was only

defeated by the close margin of

fifteen votes. He says that he

will from time to time give us

some interesting news from the

eastern part of Carter county.

Tnos. (Pete) Clark, Billy Yates

and John S. Malmquist passed

through Baker last Thursday

night enroute to Washington, D.

C., from Seattle, where they en-

listed in the Forest Service di-

vision.

county have certificates valid in
Carter county. Please make ar-
rangements to attend the exami-
nation to be held the last Thurs-
day in August, if your certificate
expires before February, 1918.

If it doesn't expire before then

send it-to the office of the Coun-

ty Superintendent of Schools to

be filed.
In going over the records I find

several teachers who are teach-

ing .upon expired certificateP.

Kindly see that you are not thus

violating the law of the state.

Yours truly,
Mrs. DeLoss Hall,

County Supt. of Schools

LIBERTY

NINETEENTH EPISODE

The Avenging Angel.

Upon arriving in Washingto
n, Rut-

ledge went' at once to the 
office ,of

the secretary of war.

It was r.ot difficult to discover 
that

Bob was a stranger in these 
parts, for

his clothes. vhile of fairly good 
ma-

terial, were not quite up to the 
stand-

ard of those worn in the easter
n part

of the country. In fact, they differed

so much from the styles of the 
capital

that occasionally people turned and

tzmiled as they scrutinized his outfit
.

A guard at the entrance to the 
build-

ing interrupted his progress with a

question as to whom he wanted to 
see.

Bob accepted the inquisitioa 
good-na-

turedly. and took the big fellow 
into

his confidence to the extent of 
explain-

ing somewhat the nature of his 
busi-

ness. The guard listened, with 
tipper-

ent interest, as Bob related some
 of

the border troubles, and when he 
h.ad

finished the _fellow accompanied h
im

to the floor, far down the 
corridor,

which bore the words, "recretary of

War." Then he left Rut edge.

Bob hesitated a moment, and then

opened the door and entered terla
rge

room which was occupied by seve
ral

large easy chairs, two clerks who were

bending over their desks, and wall

full of maps. He paused just inside the

door and took off his hat. One of 
the

clerks looked up, and then rose and

came over to him.

"Ts the secretary in?" asked the

ranger as he stepped up to the rail

separated him from the rest

of the room.
"Your name, please?" inquired the

clerk.
"Robert Rutledge, captain of the

Texas Rangers," replied Bob, as he

pulled himself up proudly.
"What do you want to see the secre-

tary about?" continued the other very

sternly. .
"I'll tell him that," answered Bob,

who wns not favorably impressed with

his interrogator's planner.
"lie can't see you," the other in-

fortned him ns he started to walk

a w a y.
"How do you know, unless yot2 aek

him?" inquired Bob, who was getting
peeved.
"Before I ask him I must know the

nature of your business," said the

clerk.
"I want to see him about an Ameri-

can girl who has been captured by it

betel of Mexican bandits," the ranger

Informed iiint somewhat abruptly.

Rutledge wns fast becoming irritated
i'y the fellow's BliltUde.
"AlSt a moment." said the clerk ns

he started towards a big door, nt the

other end of the room, which evidently

led to the privnte office of the sPcre-

tary of war.
, Before he reached there. however.

nn offieer carte thrinigh the doorway,
closing the door softly behind hint.

TilP S11110111311111tP turned to him, mid

with a sarcastie gesture toward 11011,

qaid: 'rids rube experts the govern-

ment to send 3111 army. I guess, into
Mexico to get his girl."

To tile Teachers of Carter Hatieloge overheard the remark and,

County leaping over the rail. lie walked up to

f (.1low find tioot.i.(I him with n
directed blow on the jaw. The (MI-

As we are beginning work in a eel. started for him, but Bob stood

new county. it is requisite that grintly facing him.
"Now. then, you stand back, or you'll

all engaged in teaching in Carter get the -quite !" itt. said tic he waited for

hitn rnise his hand. But the officer

heeded not the warning of Ituiledge,
and the next Instant the two wen,

struggling tOgether. While they were

grappling. two other men entered the
office and overpowered Bob, who was
no match for so many.

"Arrest_ itim," commanded the _ell-
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PEOPLE: Now is the time to get busy
and list your land with me for sale, and to
rent, for I have expended considerable
time and money this winter advertising
your land and I was personally in touch
with people that HAVE THE KONEY
and the intention to invest in eastern Mon-
tana land. Here is where you list your
land for sale and it will be sold. Here is
where you list your land for rent—and it
will be rented. Try it for yourself and see.

M. DWORSH.AK
THE LAND MAN

cer to the men who were -hadficif

Although he attempted an explana-

tion, the officer was firm and refused

to listen. with the result that Bob was

led to jail. Before being locked up,

he requested permission to send a tel-

egram. This was granted him. and he

wrote a message to Major NVinston,

telling him of the trouble he was In,

and requested that he come to Wash-

ington as soon as possible, after which

he was placed in a cell.

While Rutledge eat a prisoner in the

jail, trying to devise some way to save

Liberty nnd I'edro from the Mexi-

cans, these two stood in Pancho's ha-

cienda watching Lopez and his mur-

derous band, which were now within

a few feet cif the place.

Finally the old trustee, who was at

first tempted to rush out and face the

bandit, reconsidered, and putting his

gun away, he decided to try and throw

the leader off the scent. So. advising

Liberty and Pedro to remain out of

sight, he stepped outside just as Lopez

pulled up his horse within a few feet

of the doorway.
"Have you seen the senorita and

thnt slave of hers, Pedro, around

here?" inquired Lopez as Pancho ap-

proached.
"They rode by here, not long since,"

replied Pancho. "They were headed

towards the% American border, and

were going in that direction," he add-

ed as he pointed down the road.

Lopez etudied the face of Pancho

for an instant, and then, assuming to

believe him, the bandit started his

horse and beckoned to his men to fol-

low.
After he had felt certain that he

had saved them, Pancho returned to

the house and reported the coast clear

to Liberty and Pedro, who cautiously

made their way outside, to where they

had hitched their horses.

However, the bandit leader was not

so certain that Paecho had told him

the truth, and, after making a short

detour, he started back towards the

house just as Liberty and Pedro were

about to mount their horses. They

saw him, and quickly putting the

horses in the barn, the three made a

dash for the hacienda.

They reached there just in time, for

Lopez saw them and opened fire just

as they closed the door. Inside, the

three started to barricade the doors.

Then Pancho told Liberty and Pedro

that he would steal out another way

and go to the peon settlement for help.

And, picking up a gun, he started out.

But he did not get far, for Lopez

and his men quickly surrounded the

house, and one ot the bandits, seeing

rancho as he started toward the set-

tlement, called to the leader.

"I'll get this rnan," said Lopez. "The

rest of you capture the two in the ha-

cienda."
Liberty and Pedro had secured arms

and ammunition, and were looking out

anxiously, awaiting the attack, while

Pancho turned and, seeing Lopez,

rushed into the barn, warning the

bandit back with his gun, which was

leveled straight at the chief of the

bandits.
Lopez, realizing his danger, paused

and looked around for :some way to

gain the barn under cover. But, see-

ing there was no other way, he nd-

winced in the open, firing as her went.

His shots struck only the barn, for

he had no way of telling just where

Punch° was located within. But

!hutch° saw him, and he knew that at

last he had the bandit at his rnercy.

He stood behind the big doors and,

putting the muzzle of the gun through

the crack, he fired straight at Lopez

as the latter approached. The first

shot missed him, but the second struck

him in the chest, and he heaved a sigh

of satisfaction as he saw the Mexican

fail to the ground with a curse.

Seeing thnt Lopez was laying quite

still, Pancho opened the doors and

started towards him. As Lopez saw

him approaching he cautiously rettelted

for his gun, and before Poncho real-

ized what had happened, the bandit

fired, hitting him in the side. Ile

dropped to hie knees, and then the

two started crawling towards each
other, shooting ns they closed, until
they were but a few feet apart.

While the duel between Poncho and

Lopez wait going on. the bandits were

Oring into the hacienda—l.lberty and
Pedro returning their fire behind the
barricade and wounding three of them

The men and women in the peon
settlement. lienring the fusillade, came
running from their houses. TheY
reached Pancho, who told them to go
to the hacienda and save Liberty mei
Pedro. While two of them reninink
to assist Poncho, the others ran to•
wards the house.
The Lopez men saw the peons, pm!

after an exchange of shots, two more
bandits dropped to the ground, while
the three or four retnaining escaped,
leaving their leader at the mercy ol
Pancho. Liberty and Pedro, Bovine
the bandits mount their horses and
ride off, realized that assistance had'
arrived. Pedro, with some of the pe•
ons started nfter them, while Liberty
went to Pancho.
Pedro tnok charge of the peons. and

led them across ravine, and, as the
bandits rode back they were picked
off, one by one, until finally they were
all wiped out. Then he started back
to the hacienda.
In the .meantime, Liberty had re-

turned to the house, with the peons
who were carrying rancho. They
taok him inside, where Liberty revived
him. As she WW1 bending over hitn,
Pedro entered and reported the death
of the remainder of the Lopez bend.
"Where is Lopez?" asked Pedro, as

his hand grasped his gun.

"Poncho finished him," said Liberty
enftly without looking. up. "Some of;
'the peons have-takdn his body away."
"Thank God for that," said Pedro,

Al his eyes krightened. F`Thatla_tlyt

1

best news I hear in long time."

BuLalthough Pancko had killed the

texror of the border, one. of the ban-

dit's bullets had found it's-mark, too,

and, as Punch° lay there staring up

into the eyes of Liberty and Pedro, he

knew Ids end was near. The only con-

solation he had was the satisfaction

of destroying Lopez before the bandit

discovered how badly he he'd injured

Pancho.
Ills breath cattle thick and fnst, and

he found it difficult to speak. He mo-

tioned Liberty to come nearer and,

as site bent over hint, he whispered

hie last words, which were, in effeet,

that her property, which had been in-

trusted to him, as one of her trustees,

would now revert to her.

He struggled to raise himself, and,

resting himself on one arm, he whis-

pered n blessing to her, and then sank

.back on the bed; lifeless.
(T() BE CONTINUED.)

EYES
If you've a partical of eye
trouble, see us before it's,
too late. All examinations
by the most modern and
scientific methods. Lenses
and frames correctly fitted.

C. L. Proctor, O. D.
With Ekalaka Drug Co.
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IT is our.desire to render our patrons every service
and accommodatibn that can reasonably be ex-

pected of us We now wish to announce the-opening
of a Sivings Department in our banking institution.
A deposit of one dol-

lar will open an account

whereupon we will fur-

nish, free of charge, a

savings bank to bc used
by the depositor. Inter-
est is paid sena-annual-
ly at, the rate of 4 per
cent on the first days of

December and June of
each year. Withdrauz-
als may be made at any
time upon surrender of
the savings book.

BEGIN NOW. You
can open an account
tvith only one dollar.
You can make additions
to this from ante to ante
to suit your convenience.
If you save tzvo dollars a
week you will be a hun-

dred dollars ahead in less than a year.

We extend you an invitation to call on vs and

our savings department to you.

allow us to explain

Ekalaka State Bank
Septon Cady, Pres.
H. B. Albert, Cashier

.1. W. Hiscock, Vice Pres.
L. M. Elliott, Asst. Cashier

'Phone Us •

When you need Print-

ing of any kind.

We print anything. Try us once.
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I Our Cash Policy Enables Us To Save

you money and sell goods cheaper as

Iwill be noticed by the prices below.

Reduced Prices I

Canned Peaches in heavy syrup, - No. 3
Cauned peas, good grade, - - No. 2
Apricots, gal. cans, . _ . .
Peacheg, gal. cans, . .. •• .=,

Apples, gal. can. - _ _ _
Raspberries, gal. can -
Hand picked Navy Beans - -
Rice, good grade Japan, stlle - _ _
Preserves, solid fruit, 1-2 gal. cans -
Herring, pail KKK, 10 lbs. - -

Matches, large boxes, 5c

per can, 20c
per can, 18c
per can, 60c
per can, 65c
per can, 55c
per can, 55c
per lb. 20c
per lb. 10c
per can 1.25
special 1.35

These prices, together with the

I
regular 5 per cent vouchers that we 1

give, are money makers for you. u

Prices on other articles accordingly.

Our New Goods-
In all other departments merit your

inspection. We are receiving new

goods every day and will be pleased

to have you call. Remember that we
Igiye value received for every dollar

you spend at this store.

EKALAKA,

The R. C. Charters Co., MONTANA

CAkTER COUNTY'S BIGGEST MERCANTILE STORE I
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