
C.

- EKALAKA EAGLE AND BEAVER VALLEY PRESS

t••

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Authorized Capital
$300,000

AVM E
UNDO

By DAVID H. WEAVER
An overland route from the states

to the northwest had been laid out
to Virginia City in the fall of 1863
by Captain John Bozeman (and hence
known as the "Bozeman Trail")
which by reason of the enthusiastic
recommendations given it by Its
founder was adopted by a number
of wagon trains as their line of tra-
vel, particularly during the next cou-
ple of summers before the govern-
ment discontinued its use. The Boze-
man trail differed from the new
Bridget trail in three important—
and, it may be added, disadvantage-
ous—respects: it was over a hundred
miles longer than the Bridger trail;
it lay east of the Big Horn moun-
tains; and it passed through country
inhabited by hostile Sioux instead of
the territory of the more friendly
Crows west of the Big Horns. This
last feature made it necessary for
a considerable number of wagons to
collect in a train before venturing
Into the Sioux regions. The easterly
end of the trail which was Richard's
(Re-shaw's) toll bridge on the
North Platte (at a point between the
present stations of Casper and Glen-
rock on the Chicago and Northwest-
ern railroad) accordingly became a
sort of assembling point for the
overland travelers.

I arrived at Richard's bridge on
July 6, 1864, and learned that just
a few days before my arrival a wa-
gon train had departed over the Boze-
man trail under the command of a
Captain Townsend. As our own wa-
gon train at that date consisted of
only seventeen wagons (which had
traveled together since leaving Fort
Laramie) it was inadvisable to pro-
ceed further in the direction of the
Indian country without a large party.
Hence we remained at Richard's
bridge until July 17, by which time
sixty-eight wagons had collected;
and the train was then regularly or-
ganized with Captain Cyrus C. Cof-
finbury in charge, and Moved out to
follow Capt. Townsend's train over
the Bozeman trail. I have given in
a former article a brief sketch of the
progress of Captain Coffinbury's
train until its disbandment (see con-
tributions to Montana Historical so-
ciety, vol. 7, p. 76-77) and will now
refer to our movements only as lead-
ing up to the subject of this article,
viz, the battle between Captain
Townsend's wagon train and the In-
dians at the Powder river.
On July 22, 1864, our own (Cot-

finbury's) train reached the Powder
river at the junction of what is now
known as Sand creek, but was known
to us then as Dry creek. We crossed
over the river, followed up the north
bank for about six miles, or to the
junction of the South fork of the
Powder river with the westerly fork,
the latter consisting of the union,
a few miles still further westward,of the. North fork and the Middle
fork; and our train went into corral
here just a little above the Junction
of the South fork.
Some reference should be made to

the situation of the Bozeman trail
in this neighborhood, and certain
physical aspects of the locality.

VIE 9S STORY OF A
S AND CAPT TO
The north side of the Powder river

from the junction. of Sand (or Dry)creek to this junction of the South
fork, and what I have called the West
fork, is level river bottom land, or
a "flat," what I suppose would be
described by geologists as an "allu-
vial bottom," varying in width gen-
erally from thirty to fifty rods. The
river itself was at the south edge of
this flat; and at the northerly edge
there arose hills, the tops of which
were well covered with pine. The
fiat itself was almost free of trees,
except here•and there a scrub pine
and a few good sized cottonwoods
near the place we were in corral
above the junction with the South
fork; the flat was covered with a
hardy growth of grass at the time.

Just above the junction with the
South fork this flat was occupied, so
to speak, by a high knoll or ridge
probably a mile in length,' This
knoll or ridge did not represent a
swerving in of the other hills refer-
red to as being at the northerly edge
of the flat, but was a separate ele-
vation standing rather by itself. The
result was that the northerly slope
of this knoll or ridge and the south-
erly slope of the other hill tended
td form at their bases a narrow val-
ley or ravine between these two ele-
vations; and this ravine terminated
the western end of the river flat.
The ridge next to the river came so
close to the river bank as not to leave
a good natural wagon route between
th river and the foot of the ridge;
and Bozeman, in laying out his trail,
had been obliged to keep away from
the river; and he selected his route
through the ravine between the two
ridges.
The place we had now selected for

a corral was the same spot so used by
Captain Townsend, but we discovered
that at this point Captain Townsend
had abandoned the Bozeman trail.
He had not taken the route through
the ravine, but had taken a course
between the ridge and the river for
a short distance, then forded to the
south bank, kept on the south side
until past the obstruction of this
knoll, and then reforded to the north
bank, striking the Bozeman trail
west or northwest of the ridge. We
did not understand at that time why
Townsend should have made this
change in the route which he had
been following; but assuming that
there must have been some good rea-
son for it, our own train did like-
wise, following townsend at this point
rather than the Bozeman trail. That
Townsend did have good reasons for
making the change, will appear later.
My immediate personal party in

our own train had one 'wagon with
three yoke of cattle; and as there
were five in our party, we took al-
ternatsi turns in charge of the teaall,
so that two of UR were relieved of
such work every day. Usually those
of us who were free for the day
would proceed at our leisure a little
ahead of or to the sides of the train,
hunting for game, or perhaps pros-
pecting for signs of gold. When we
struck the Powder river it was my
day off duty and I was with our
guard, following at the rear of the
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David Weaver, pioneer who-discovered Emigrant Gulch, and who wrotethis graphic story of the fight between Sioux 'Indiana and CaptainTownsend's wagon train, in 1844.

wagon train. As I strolled along
over this flat, •approaching the spot
where the wagons were already get-
ting into corral, my attention was
attracted to a number of arrows,
tipped with iron, scattered around
in the grass. I noticed perhaps a
dozen of them at one point in ti com-
paratively small space. This 'itself
at once suggested some unusual con-
dition; for such iron was not plenti-
ful enough among the Indians to be
thrown away in this fashion; the tips
looked as if they might have been
made from the iron hoops from bar-
rels or pails, and much labor (of
which Indians are ,not fond) tkad
been necessary, especially by the in-,
diana' primitive means, to get them
Into shape. Such iron tipped arrows
were greatly prized by the Indians,
and would not nave been thus aban-
doned except under the stress of some
necessity.

While I was observing these ar-
rows, I noticed one of our men who
was somewhat in advance of me, pick
from the branches of a scrub pine

some dark object, which at that dis-
tance lOoked like a dead crow. He
proceeded to our corral, and when
I reached there I found great ex-
citement prevailing, particularly
among the women, there being twelve
or fifteen families with women and
children included in our train. The
thing which the man had found out
In the pine scrub was the scalp of
a white man; he bad brought it with
him to the camp, and instead of re-
porting it to the captain; thoughtless-
ly showed it before the women and
children, who were now in a state
of panic and terror. We found here
other suggestive signs Of thd passage
of Captain Townsend's train. We
were corraled on the very spot on
which he had camped, and noticed
something that We ahd not seen at
any of his former encampments on
the route. From a point on the river
above his corral, and extending in
a semi-circle completely around it to
the river below, there was a band
of several feet in width where the
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grass had been cut (or shoveled)away. 

. • .Just at the lower end 'where the
corral had been there were a few
good-sized' cottonwood biota); "And
here we •found a written 'explanation
of these conditions just Mentioned.
Ono of Tow usond'e men • had Waged
a surface on one of the.. trees :on
which was .written: "Captain Tewns-end had a fight here xith the Ind-
tans, July 9, 1864" or words to this
ferfora memory.fect—Iamgiving the inscription

.
As mentioned, ToWnsend' had 'de-

parted here from the Boienian trail
and kept along the river, fording and
refording, until he struck-the *ail
further up, and we follotred • his
course also. When we had proceed-
ed a few miles up the riser ithe fol-
lowing morning (July 24,) ,we cckme
upon the graves .of three •tif Towns-
end's men. Their friends had placed
at the graves headmarks made from
boards taken from the wagon train
and had inscribed one "Frank Hudd-
meyer," another had the name'of "A.
Warren of Missouri," killed by the
Indians on the 9th inst.:, the third
grave I do not. recollect. . These
graves had been opened lisp, and the
remains of these men lay on .the
ground Close by. These men Coffin-
burs)? re-buried. The belief of the
men in Coffinbury's train was that
the wolves had dug up the bodies.

I have now briefly mentioned what
came under my . personal observa-
tion when we reached tbis place less
than two weeks after Captain Towns-
end's train had passed. X have never
seen.a printed account of this battle
with the Indians; and I will now give
the details or the affair ail giveri to
me within • a few months after " the
incident by" one of the -partitipitntb;
George Gibboney. Gibbonef was' a
member. of the Townsend train, and.
continued on to Virginia City. But
he returned in the spring of 1866 to
Emigrant gulch, when I then was
engaged in gold mining; we became
associated as partners in mining op-
erations; I came to know him well,
and as he was an intelligent, honest
and trustworthy fellow, I have full
confidence in .the reliability of the

Captain John Bonesnan, who laid
out the Bozeman Trail.

facts which he gave me, particularly
as our relations were such that there
would not have been any occasion or
disposition on his part to misrep-
resent anything to me. But further-
more, in the summer of 1911, forty-
seven years after the battle, it was
my good fortune to meet one of .the
survivors of this battle in the per-
son of Mrs. W. J. lleall, of Bozeman,
Montana. Mrs. Beall is a woman with
.good memory; naturally such an

event had made a deep impression on
114r mind; and she had good recol-
lections of the details of the affair.
I had, prior to meeting Mrs. Beall,
already drafted the account of the
battle, and after comparing notes, so
to speak, with her, ,I found that her
version of the engagement agreed
very closely with that given me by
Gibboney shortly after the battle, and
such discrepancies as arose were
largely those relating to minor de-
tails, as would naturally.be expected
considering the different viewpoints
of the two persons. Mrs. Beall has,
however, been of great assistance to
me in supplying additional details in
the matter.

It appears Townsend's train had
reached Powder river on July 3, and
had camped a few days In order to
rest and recuperate the horses and
cattle, the women in the train avail-
ing themselves of the opportunity
of baking bread, putting out the fam-
ily wash, etc. Preparations were
made to continue the course on the
morning of July 9, prOceeding by the
Bozeman trail which had been fol-
lowed up to this point; that is, to
advance through the ravine between
the hills on the northerly bank of
the river and the other hill further
north. Orders were issued on the
evening of the 8th that the train
would make a short march that even-
ing, and form a new camp after dark.
This was deemed as a precautionary
measure to prevent an attack from
hostile Indians during the night.
This move was made at the request
of Captain Townsend's two guides or
pilots, Michael Bonlier and John
Richards. Now hi this train were
two brothers, and with them they
had a cow that could not be found
when the camp moved that night. On
the morning of the 9th, the one
brother said, "I will go back to our
camp of last evening and 'bring up
our cow while the cattle are feeding
and breakfast is 'over."

Breakfast was over, the cattle had
fed, and the train had already as-
sembled in line Of march when a man
who had strolled ahead up on the
foot hill or elevation next .the river,
came rushing back And reported he
had seen a large party of mounted
Indians surrounding the two huntera

or prospectors and shoot tientIn the open plain along the Boa& 'man trail. Orders were at Nita
given to re-corrai, and the wagons.,were put in defensive formation, en- •closing the cattle right:at the river
bank. This corral was at the spot
referred to above at- the •weet encl.%of the flat just above the junction
of the South Fork. It thus becameknown to the Indians that-the'y'had
been discovered. Gibboney' vtates- -
that with the aid of-field glasses some
of the men then observed that the.Indians had concealed 'their ponies
In the pine growth on the Side Of the
foothills along the northerly ledge .
of the river bank and the Indians
were now to be seen returning to
their ponies and remounting; and
they were of the impression; that the
Indians had hidden their ponies in
the pines while they themselves .went
In ambush in the ravine. through
which the Bozeman trail passed, as
above mentioned. This was probably
the case, for the Indians 'did not usu-
ally leave their horses and fight dis-
mounted except to fight from am-
bush.

Captain Townsend had with him
a couple of experienced guides, Bou-
Her and Richards, and he sent them
forward to parley with the Indians.
They returned and reported that the
Indians wanted something to eat, and
advised that they be given food,
which was done. The Indians then
suggested that the wagon train
should proceed; the guides protested
against thip, however, stating OW it
was probably the intention ofvthe
Indians to try to get the wagon tiain,
in 'position to stampede the cattle
and thus render the train helpless
to proceed. Subsequent events show-
ed that the guides were right in their
judgment. Townsend refused to
advance, but instead made a display
of strength, ordering out all his men,
about three hundred in number
(there were about 160 wagons in his
train). He also directed that those
of his men who were mounted on
horses should go back and look for
the man who had gone out for the
strayed cow. Rut when the mounted
men made the sortie toward's the rear
the Indians advanced, commenced
firing upon the riders, and the battle
was on. The scalp found by our
party in a tree top a few days later
was mute evidence that the attempt
to rescue the Man who had god° back
for his cow had not succeeded. Whe-
ther he had been murdered by the
savages before or after this attack
is, of course, not definitely 'known.
From the fact that the scalp was
left on the tree, however, I surmise
that what took place was this: Tao
Indians, watching every movement
around the train from their places
of concealment. bad followed him to
the rear, crept upon him, shot him
down with their arrows, and scalped.
him. These Indians then probably
attempted to crawl as close as pos-
sible to the rear of the camp. When
Townsend's mounted men started to
ride towards the rear, they would
come upon the unmounted Indians;
and the latter hastily concealed the. .
scalp in the tree top in order not to'
be discovered with the scalp in their
possession; this being before hostili-
ties began, those roaming Indians
not knowing then that their band
would make an open attack. This
would account for the abandonment
of the scalp.

This situation may also explain
why the Indians were no prompt in
attacking the mounted men. Accord-
Mg to usual Indian tactics, they •
would have been expected to wait un-
til the mounted men were some dis-
tance from the corral and would have
then endeavored to cut them off from
the camp. The fact that they at-
tacked at once suggests that this may
have been intended an a diversion
on their part in order to afford the
unmounted Indians lurking to the
east of the camp an opportunity to
escape. Or if, as is possible, the man
who had gone back towards the rear, •
had already been murdered by them, •they may have assumed that .the.
train had in some manner learned of
his murder, and that tho mounted
men were setting out to punish his
murderers, and they planned to at-
tack before the latter were over.
taken.
The Indians possessed some fire-.arms, but many of them were equip-

ped with bows and arrows, and thelocation of the first attack on the
mounted men was probably about
(Concluded on Agricultural Page)

CASTOR IA
For Infants and Children

In Use For Over 30 Years
Ahvaya bears

the
Signature ol 14tedi

IfJOHT11 ANNUAL

AUTO SHOW
CITY MARKET

Great Falls, Mar. 13-17
REDUCED RATES
ON ALL ROADS

Reduced rates on the certificate
plan have been granted for the Com-
munity Sales Week, Great Falls, Mar.
13-17, which will give those wishing
to attend the eighth annual auto
show of the Montana Automobile Die-
tributore' Association opportunity to
do so at a fare and a half.

L. PI. J01108, secretary of the deal-
ers' association, who is also secretary
of the Great Falls Commercial club,
will handle the certificates at his
office in the Hotel Rainbow and the
Milwaukee railway will do the vali-
dating.
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