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PRINTING FIFTH MOLES MY WAS FOUNDED AS RESULT OF
STATE INDUSTRY EXTERMINATION OF CUSTER'S CO

SOMETHING ABOUT THE EARLY

DAY PUBLISHERS OF TER-
RITORIAL MONTANA.

When State Editorial Association
Was Formed There Were 50 News-
papers; Now There Are 223 Publi-
cations.

The annual gathering of the
Montana newspapermen in state
convention, which occurred in
Butte last week, recalls some of
the early day newspapers and their
publishers. The Montana State
Editorial association was organized
In Helena 88 years ago. Previous
to that time there had been more
than 50 papers published in the
state. The first publication was
the Montana Post,published at Vir-
ginia City, Aug. 27, 1904. Prof.
Thos. J. Dimsdale, historian of
Vigilantes, was the first editor. He
was succeeded by H. N. Maguire
and II. N. Blake. In December,
1860, Captain James H. Mills took
charge with Tilton and Di tee pro-
prietors. In 1800 Geo. M. Pinney
bought the plant and moved it to
Helena, with Captain Mills, editor
and A. H. Beattie manager. It
finally passed out of existence
along with many other pioneer
publications.
One of the early day publications

which will be represented at the com-
ing convention is the Madisonian.
The paper was founded in 1873 and
in 1876 absorbed its competitor, the
Montanan, which was established in
1870.
The Bozeman Chronicle is another,

It was founded in 1883 by Sam W.
Langhorn.
The Butte Miner was founded in

1876 by Captain James H. Mills, H.
T. Brown and Harry C. Kessler. The
Butte Inter-Mountain — now the
Butte Post, was founded in 1881 by
W. E. Hall, C. T. Meader, C. S. War-
ren, H. A. D'Acheul and Lee Mantle.
The first three editors were Chauncy
Barbour, Fred Lockley and John 13.
Reed.

Ile Didn't Need Them
A unique old newspaper was the

Frontier Index, at Fort Kearney. The
editor, L. R. Freeman, proclaimed
that he had neither telegraph serv-
ice nor correspondents and "didn't
need them because everything that
happened in the territory that was
worth recording happens right in
front of my office windows.
"The printers," he said "are de-

tailed from the army ranks, the devil
Is a drummer boy, the imposing stone
Is a two-inch oak plank obtained
from the quartermaster painter, who
used it to grind and mix colors for
his paints. Quarters are provided
by the secretary of war for the first
printing office that ever crossed the
Missouri above St. Louis."
The subscribers were chiefly sol-

diers. This little paper carried the
ads, of business houses in Omaha.
Plattsmouth, Nebraska City, and
Leavenworth, Kan. It was brought to
Butte in 1878.

In his reminiscences the editor
says that the paper wandered all over
the intermountain country between
1850 and 1878—Wyoming, Utah and
Montana. "In those days," said the
editor, "a plow had scarcely run a
furrow in the great plains, which
were reputed to be an inhospitable
desert, and the Indians were so nu-
merous and daring that we have
known them to ride up to the stock-
ade built by General Etephen Kear-
ney, lasso soldiers from the inside,
drag them over the top, and beat
their brains out against the palisades
of their own garrison.
"Buffalo abounded by the million

and cannon were stationed to fire on
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"1/471eris a Reason"

I
T is to Fort Keogh that Miles City,
owes its name and hication. The
construction of Fort Keogh was

entrusted to General Nelson A, Miles,
then colonel of the Fifth United
States infantry, and the necessity of
a fort that would conimand the Yel-
lowstone country was made apparent
when Custer and his gallant command
were exterminated by the hostile In-
dians. The troops were on the
ground soon after this massacre, and
the fall and winter of 1876 were
spent in the preparatory work of so
considerable an enterprise as the
building of a regimental post in the
virgin wilderness.
The military reservation of 10

miles square then included the pres-
ent site of Miles City and the original
town of that name was started on the
south bank of the Yellowstone, about
two miles from the present location.

Here, crowding close to the reser-
vation line, the embryo city was
founded in the fall of 1876, and a
very profitable business was done by
those who were fortunate enough to
get on the ground with a stock of
goods—wet or dry—before the win-
ter closed in.

Transportation in that day was
chiefly dependent upon the merchant
marine of the Yellowstone, which
stream was navigable for loaded
steamers only during the season of
high water, during the summer, caus-
ed by the melting snows in the moun-
tains, and lasting from the middle
of May until about the middle of
July.

Troops Come

Other freighting was done during
the late summer, fall and winter by
wagon trains from Bismarck, but
this was expensive and used only for
the transportation of luxuries that
could stand the tariff of anywhere
from three to seven cents a pound,
according to the season and necessi-
ties of the patron.

The mail, a semi-weekly service,
came over this route on a schedule
of four days from Bismarck, the dis-
tance being about 300 miles. Day
and night travel was contemplated
by this schedule, but at this time
it was more night than day on ac-
count of the danger from small war
parties of Indians, who on several oc-
casions made their presence known
and once ambushed a lonely stage
driver and left his bones to whiten
on the plains.

jAtte in 1877 the post was occu-
pied by the troops, the removal of
the garrison to its new quarters
opening a gap of some four miles be-
tween the town and the source of its
life and energy. This was a condi-
tion not to be endured any longer
than was necessary, hence it happen-
ed that in March, 1878, an order was
promulgated by the military authori-
ties throwing open that portion of the
reservation lying east of Tongue river
whereupon Miles City rose en masse
from its temporary resting place on
the banks of the Yellowstone and
with much celerity moved westward
two miles to the edge of the Tongue
river, swarming around the point
where the military had established a
ferry and thus designated an official
gateway for the post.
The occupation of the new location

was fairly orderly. A townsite com-
pany had been formed, composed of
representatives of the dominant in-
terests of the new community, and
this company laid out the new town,
put nominal prices on the lots, and
apportioned the business locations to
the several competitors all in a way
that, if not wholly satisfactory, left
no serious differences.
As it had been surmised that the

original location was only temporary,
the old town never affected much in
the way of architectural embellish-
ment. One story log shacks with dirt
roofs were good enough for the time
being, but when the new town was
begun, something in keeping with its
growing importance was demanded
and many of the store buildings that
were put up were lavishly adorned by
hand ornamentation representing the
leisurely toil of self respecting arti-
sans who scorned to exercise their tal-
ent at less than $7 per day.

In Honor of Miles

The old town was named in honor
(tf General Miles, who, even at that
t ime was a notable personage in mill-

them in order to disperse the herds
before the hunters would get among
them and stampede them among the
outside buildings."
The Missoulian was founded in

1870 under the name of the Missoula
and Cedar Creek Pioneer. It was
changed to the Miasoullan in 1873.
The Great Falls Tribune was founded
at Sun River in 1884. R. S. Ford
bought the first copy of the paper.
It was printed on white satin. It cost
him $76. The paper was originally
the Sun River Sun.
The State Press association meet-

ing is a great event in newspaper
circles, interesting alike to the new
recruit who "came in with the
wheat" and to the old-timers who
came when the savages were so thick
that "we had to kick an Indian out
of the bunk every night before we
could turn in." '

There are 223 nowspaBers in this
state divided as follows: bellies, 18;
semi-weeklies, 1; weeklies, 192;
semi-monthlies, 2:. monthlies, 10.
Aggregate circulation of dailies per
issue, 111,518; weeklies, 186,202,
and monthlies, 42,906.
The total aggregate circulation of

all publications, according to govern-
ment statistics, is 431,919 per issue.
These papers give employment ta 1,-
118 persons, expend $1,120,993. The
total amount of capital invested is
$2,841,772. The publication indus-
try ranks fifth in importance in this
state.
The officers of the association are:

G. M. Moss, president, Whitefish; 0.
S. Warden, first vice president, Great
Falls; H. 0. Word*, second vice pres-
ident, Chester; M. J. Hutchins, third
vice president, Missoula, and S. E.
Peterson, secretary-treasurer, Great
Falls.

AND

Colonel Sam. Gordon, who helped to found Miles City, and for years was
the forceful editor of the Daily Journal. He retired several years ago.

tary life. The change in location
made no change in the name. For
the next four years times in Miles
City were good. A garrison of a full
regiment and the usual corhpliment
of civilian employes and camp fol-
lowers made a good pay roll, to which
was added the earnings of a small
army of government contractors'
men, high salaried clerks ins. the
stores, and the continual contribu-
tions of the inevitable tenderfoot,
whose genus flocked to Miles City in
droves and uncomplainingly yielded
up the substance garnered by older
and more economic hands, as the ten-
derfoot always has done and always
will do, as long as there is a frontier
community to relieve him of his sur-
plus.
So it happened that from 1878 un-

til 1881 Miles City was a place of
much consequence. It was called a
tough place and doubtless harbored
during those years as many hard
characters as have ever gathered to-
gether on the frontier, but for some
reason—possibly the near presence
of the soldiers—there was less of the
"man for breakfast" in the history of
those days of license and freedom
from restraint than most frontier
towns can boast of. Everybody had
money in plenty. Society, as then
constituted, demanded that all should
meet on a level, consequently the
spectacle of a prominent citizen play-
ing "a stack or two" against the
"bank" or "setting up the fizz" at one
of the frequent soirees dansant of the
demi monde excited absolutely no
comment. It was a principal of trade
recognized by those in business, that
the money thus put out always came
back with usurious interest; it was
simply advertising, but the man who
could not adapt himself to these
methods either had to quit or get a
partner who could—and would.
Any day during this period the

town would have tallied out a good
strong 3,000 population, a majority
of which conducted its affairs on the
"Box & Cox" principle, dividing into
two shifts, one sleeping while the
other "worked." This contingent
was composed almost entirely of the
sporting element, and it was quite
often the experience of the staid citi-
zen who went to bed o'nights to
meet at some early morning fire
alarm or other hasty gathering a con-
siderable number of people whom he
had never seen before, though, like
him, resident of the town.
Of these days only a pleasant mem-

ory lingers in the minds of oldtimers

$500,000,000 OIL
MERGER REPORTED

That the biggest oil merger in
the history of the world, involving
approximately $600,000,000, is
now under way Is the gist of ap-
parently authentic a•Ivices receiv-
ed from Now York by a Great Falls
firm, which has received a tele-
gram as follows:
"A $500,000,000 innrger of oil

companies in the United States,
South America and Rumania is un-
der way, according to T. It. Crow-
ell of Pittsburgh, secretary of the
Trans-Continental Oil company,
who has been in conference with
the chairman of the Mutual Oil
company. Besides ,.the two com-
panies mentioned, others involved
include the Mid-Columbia Oil De-
velopment, Carpathian Oil Co. of
Rumania, the Trans-Ark Oil and
Gas company of Wyoming and
Montana, and the Trans Oil com-
pany of Kansas and the Trans-Con-
tinental Oil company of Columbia,
and several minor concerns. The
largest company is the Mutual.
which would be the dominating
company."
The Mutual Oil company is hea-

vily interested in Montana oil de-
velopment, that company being the
one which purchased an interest
In the Hogan company properties
In the Kevin-Sunburst field AS well
as other interests, and is carrying
on an extensive drilling campaign
there at the present time.

of Milestown. Not because of the
freedom and license of the times so
much as of the spirit of good fellow-
ship and comraderie that made it
almost impossible for a man of stand-
ing to do a mean or cheap thing. Al-
though the competitors of trade were
present, there was present also broad-
guage courtesy that lifted men above
the sordid conditions of life and
made them closer observers of the
golden rule.

Like the shifting of the scenes in
a theater, the advent of the Northern
Pacific railroad in 1887 brought
about a complete change in the meth-
ods and manners of the people. The
railroad brought the community at
once in touch with the more concise
and narrower life of "the states," the
"nickel" displaced the "quarter" as
the smallest coin in use, and prices
shrunk accordingly.
The prosperity of early day Miles

City was probably at its height just
after the coming of the railroad.
There was a full garrison of "owed-
dies," hundreds of railroad graders
eager to spend their money, and the
slaughter of the buffalo for their
hides employing hundreds of dollars
in the course of a few weeks all
made for temporary profit. During
1882 about 180,000 buffalo hides
were shipped from Custer county, for
which the hunters received $2 each
and this money found its way, sooner
or later, to Milestown.
Then followed the cattle era. A

popular legend is that a band of oken,
abandoned and turned loose to die,
came out in the spring fat and fine.
This was followed by the introduc-
tion of cattle and in the course of a
few years Miles City became the
headquarters of stockmen of south-
eastern Montana, a business that was
continued with great profit until the
coming of the homesteader put an
end to the free range.

Vaughn Wheat Crop large
Bumper crops are being harvested

in the vicinity of Vaughn. Some
fields of fall wheat are expected to
yield as high as 60 bushels to the
acre, It is said.
A particularly promising 200-acre

dry land field of wheat is that on the
farm of Ole Gunderson, several miles
out of town. The field is now ready
for the sickle and Mr. Gunderson has
made a trip to the city for improved
machinery preparatory to harvesting
his heavy crop.
This field is expected to go around

60 bushels and Mr. Gunderson has
neighbors a-plenty with splendid
grain fields of bumper crops. No
threshing is reported as yet, however.

FERGUS MAN GROWS APPLES
AND CHERRIES ON DRY LAND

Fred Hininger, five miles west of

Suffolk, on the Salt creek road, in

Fergus county, has amply demon-

strated that not only small fruit and

berries may be grown on the average
dry land farm, but also apples, plums

and berries. •
Mr. Hininger planted this orchard

only a few years ago, consequently
It is not in full bearing, but at that

shows up remarkably well.

The fruit trees are planted on a

northeasterly slope and have been

kept free from weeds by means of

clean cultivation. Between the rows
of apple, plum and cherry trees are
planted gooseberries, currants and
strawberries.

Mr. Hininger has no irrigation wa-
ter available, hence his orchard must
depend upon the snow and rains for
moisture. Some may say that this
year was an exceptionally wet sea-
son, whichis correct, yet last year,
which was very dry, small fruit was
better than this season.
This small fruit orchard demon-

strates what may be done in the
fruit line on the dry land farm and
a visit to Theo. Hogeland'a on Warm
Spring creek shows what may be
done under irrigation.

Other farmers elsewhere also have
fine orchards and shelter belts that
add to the comfort and happiness of
farm life.

Palmy Days in
Old Ft. Beaton

By RICHARD R.. KILROY

I wonder if they still catch the big
sturgeon, fiVf3 and six feet long, that
we used to pull out of the Missouri
river at Fort Benton 30 years ago.
The Met one I ever saw was slung
over the back of a small Chinaman.
It was still and wet and slippery.
The head, mouth open, a big hook
fastened in the lower jaw, protruded
over the Chinaman's shoulder and as
he walked the tail dragged on the
ground two feet behind him along
the main street of the old head of
navigation. It was only half a street,
for it consisted of a row of houses
on one side and the river on the
other.
The Missouri in those days abound-

ed in fish of many varieties. Be-
sides the sturgeon, the big ones were
catfish and ling, particularly good
eating, and several kinds of suckers,
some of which were edible and others
good only for chicken feed. At dark
we baited the set lines which were,
perhaps, 150 feet long and had 30 or
40 hooks to each line. A horseshoe
was tied to the end of the line and it
was hurled far out in the muddy
stream. There was always a rush be-
fore dawn because if you didn't get
there in time, some other fellow had
no compunction about raiding your
night's catch.

If you sometimes didn't catch any
fish for your appetite, you always
had an appetite for your fish and I
still remember the tempting flavor of
a sturgeon cutlet rolled in cornmeal
and browned in frying bacon grease.

I am sure I have seen more than a
ton of fish caught at one haul. It
wasn't a sportsmanlike method of
fishing, but there were lots of them
and the Missouri is a big river.

• • •

Fort Benton even then preserved
much of the pioneer flavor. Sitting
under the cottonwoods in front of the
historic Choteau house or at Culbert-
son's, Norris Gray's or Jim Bartley's
famous taverns of the town, were
men who had been buffalo hunters,
freighters, trappers or a part of that
quaint navy which sailed the tortuous
waters to St. Louis and the Gulf—at
one time the only direct line of com-
anunication from the frontier to eiv-
ilizittion.

Even they spoke of the days that
were gone. People always seem to
think that the days that are gone are
so much better than today and tomor-
row. They talked of the great herds
of buffalo that used to jam the river
so the steamboats couldn't get
through, and they pointed to the ford
just below the town which had been
for centuries a crossing place for
these early rovers of the plains.

• • •

No matter where you stood in Ben-
ton in those days you looked out on
the great coffee-colored tide which
swept ever onward to the sea. Here
was where General Francis Meagher
stepped off the deck of a steamboat
one fatal night, his body never to
be seen again. Up there just above
the bridge was where the Indians
made their last sally and were re-
pulsed by a comparatively small band
of soldiers in the 'dobe fort from
which the town was named.

• •
Down river a mile or so, where the

Missouri slipped off into the blue
gray hills of the bad lands, was the
point around which the first steamer
whistled after the ice went out in
the spring. Old Norris Gray, his hair
white from many snows on the fron-
tier, would recall the winter when he
had a hundred pokes of gold dust be-
hind his bar, all bet on the date of
the arrival of the first steamer. That
was the great gambling event of the
year and there was nothing else to
do for weeks but sit dlong the levee
and watch for the smoke of the
steamer before it came wheezing
around the bend.

• • •
It is almost a quarter of a century

since I saw old Fort Benton last. I
presume, like many another of the
early day settlements, it has changed
a lot, but I prefer to remember it as
I •knew it—a remnant of the old
West. Its people were picturesque in
dress, in speech and in mannerisms.
They had a flavor all their own. To
them Butte, Helena and even Great
Falls, a city of white tents, were far
away places. They lived in another
world. 6

• • • •
In the spring there poured across

the bridge from the Judith Basin and
Shonkin and the Highwoods long
wool trains, There was Press Lewis,
who drove 20 horses, all clear bays,
all of a size and so much alike that
you couldn't tell them apart. The
Leviathan coming into New York
harbor is no more imposing than was
Press, as, cracking his long whip,
perched high on the wool bales in his
lead wagon, he swung around the
corner and came clattering across the
bridge.

• • •
The advent of the railroad changed

life at Fort Benton. Those threads of
steel are necessary for development,
but they bring into quaint corners of
the world people whose lives are drab
and commonplace and who soon de-
stroy, albeit unconsciously, the glam-
or and the color of the old front
line. 

Toronto—Nine persons are missing
and at least 25 injured in a fire
Lwahkicelrowf ippeadyso, umt utleokWa

aas t
hotel at
week.

ANNIVERSARY OF
MEAGHER'S BIRT

BORN 100 YEARS AGO IN IRE*
LAND; PATRIOTISM ALMOST

MST HIM HIS LIFE.

Sent as a Political Prisoner to Van
Dieman's Land, He Escaped and
Made His Way to America; Served
as Governor of Montana.

CL

During the early part of August
was the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Thomas Francis Meagher,
one of the most notable of Irishmen
who served in the union army during.
the civil war and one of those Who
was at the infant cradle of Montana
in the early days.

His connections in this territory
came after the close of the war when
he was named secretary of state and
he served as governor pro tern for a.
brief period. Montana later named
one of its counties in his honor as
a tribute to his service.

This state has cause to hold the
memory of Meagher in the highest
esteem, as does the land of his birth,
for he was one of the distinguished
leaders of the "Young Ireland" party
during the rebellion against British
rule in 1846-48.

Gen, Thomas Wands Meagher

His leadership in Moritana was rec-
ognized at once and he became prom-
inent in the political affairs of the
early territory at once after his ap-
pointment as secretary of state. It
was during the absence of Governor
Edgerton that he served in that offi-
cial's chair and today an equestrian
statue of Thomas Francis Meagher
fronts the capitol building on the
Helena grounds as a tribute to his
memory.
He was born at Waterford, Ire-

land, of wealthy and cultured par-
ents. His father was a merchant and
a member of the British parliament
for several years and Meagher was
given the opportunity for a liberal
education. As a youth he attended
the Jesuit college in Kildare and con-
cluded his studies at Stonyhurst col-
lege in England.

His oratorical abilities won him
recognition when quite young and
his reputation as a platform speaker
brought him national recognition. He
became an influential member of the
"Young Ireland" party, which he
joined in 1846. By reason of his loy-
alty and patriotism he was selected
to visit Paris in 1846 as a represen-
tative of the Irish confederation to
address the provisional government
of France. On his return to Ireland
he presented an Irish tri-color to the,
citizens of Dublin and made the pres-
entation exercises the occasion for
the delivery of a ringing speech in
which he dwelt upon the wrongs of
Ireland and bristled with charges
aimed at the British parliament.
The address was considered incen-

diary and young Meagher was arrest-
ed on the charge of sedition. From
this charge he was released on bail.
With the passage of the treason-fel-
ony act, which was brought about s6
short time after, he was again arrest-
ed and sentenced to death. This ex-
treme sentence was not, however,
carried into execution, for the crown
intervened with a commutation of
the sentence to banishment. Thus
he was consigned as a prisoner of
state to faraway Van Dieman's land.
Other workers in the same cause
were treated in like manner. After
three years of the hardships of a
prisoner's life Meagher made his es-
cape and found his way to America
and to New York city in 1852. Here
he studied law and was admitted to
practice in 1856.

After five years the Civil war came
and Meagher immediately espoused
the cause of the Union and raised the
famous zouaves which afterward be-
came a part of the 69th regiment of
New York volunteers, commanded by
Michael Corcoran.

Find Woman's- Decayed Body
Her body in a state of decay, with

part of the flesh hanging from the
bones, Mrs. Helen McElroy, 346 East
Mercury street, a well known char-
acter in the city's "Cabbage Patch,"
was Sound dead in her cabin.

Cuticura Soap
 Imparts 
The Velvet Touch
Soap 25e, °Want 25 and'50c, Minn 25c.

SCHOOL BOY
PEANUT BUTTER


