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EASTERN COUNTIES JOIN
IN STOP-WORK PROTEST

Matt Carey, B. M. Renshaw, A. T.

Macnab, and Walter Anderson, Sr.,

comprised a delegation from Ekalaka

that attended a meeting at Miles City

on f3aturday, which had been called

for the purpose of registering com-

plaint against the proposed curtailment

of the WPA program in Montana.

These gentlemen met with representa-

tives from all of the counties of east-

ern Montana, who at that time formed

an association to promote a continua-

tion of the WPA program until employ-

ment conditions become more favorable

in this,section.

The Miles City Star gives the follow-

ing account of the meeting:
During the course of the afternoon

an organization was formed to embrace

the citizens of the 21 counties. L. J.

Onstad, county attorney of Pov.der

River county, of Broadus, was named

as the temporary president, and Carl

Gillin, commissioner of Rosebud comi-

ty, of Fbrsyth, who was instrumental in

calling and arranging for the Saturday

meeting, was named as temporary sec-

retary. The chair was authorized to

name five members of the executive

conunittee who will draw up the plans

of organization, with the officers as

members exofficio present, in a meet-
ing in the Elks Home on SaturdaY,
December 12, when steps will be taken

to lay the groundwork for a perrnanent

organization. Chairman Onstad named
the following as members of the ex-

ecutive committee: Ray Grant of Jor-
dan; E. B. Winter of Miles City; H. F.

Purdum of Union; Jack McGuire of

Miles City; I, J. Larson of Plevna.

The entire afternoon was spent in

discussing phases of the situation cre-
ated by the.jucreased number of em-
ployables, with the crystallization of
sentiments expressed contained in the
resolutions which were adopted. Mr.
Onstad was named a.s chairman of the
reaolutions conunittee, together v.ith
the following, who attached their sig-
natures to the document: Commission-
ers Carl Oillin of Forsyth, chairman of
the meeting; J. T. Grant of Garfield
county; C. M. Yerrington of Yellow-
stone; C. H. Mott of Custer county;
Odin Myhre of Fallon county; John
Marciniak of Wibaux county; N. S.
Larson of McCone, and K. E. Burleigh,
cecretary of the Glendive chamber of
commerce; G. G. Davis, president of
the Farmers' Union of Forsyth, and
Matt Carey, merchant of Ekalaka.
The resolution in respect to increas-

ing the WPA county quotas in the 21
counties of Montana, providing work
for the same and an additional alloca-
tion of money, reads as follows:
WHE'REAS, the year nineteen hun-

dred thirty-six ha.s been one of the
most severe drouth years ever known
in southeastern Montana and the sixth
in a series of subnormal moisture years,
and has caused a total failure of all
dry land crops, has forced a liquidation
of a large percentage of the livestock
the most dependable means of a farm
livelihood in the territory, and has
caused the depletion of the remaining
financial reserve that ranchers and
farmers may have had in order that
they may exist and keep 'their homes,
and
WHEREAS, this emergency calls for

immediate assistance to provide these
drouth-stricken nnal folk with a means
of maintaining themselves to prevent
their becoming public charges, and
WHEREAS, the persons certified for

work in the WPA are the same number
as they were before the relea,se of the
workers assigned t,o range improve-
ment and soil conservation and that
such workers so released are unable to
be again placed upon the WPA rolls
eligible for work, and thereby such per-
sons have been deprived of the right
to labor and assistance, and
WHEREAS, the workers who have

heretofore been employed on the F'ort
Peck• project have been released and
returned to their several homes within
eastern Montana without providing
any further employment for such
workers and releasing them upon the
resources of the various counties; and
WHEREAS, the entire quota that has

heretofore been allotted, prior to any
reduction thereof, Ls insufficient to give
relief to all the needy employables in
the various counties, for all reasons

herein stated, and the additional rea-
son of the season of the year when no

work other than "tnade work" can be

obtained, and the existing quota should

be raised to the total numbei• certified

in each county; and
WHER.EAS, the various counties of

eastern Montana are not able finan-

cially to carry any/ greater relief load

as its poor funds and credit have be-

come exhausted and by reason of the

cOndition existing the greater majority

Geological Society Is
Incorporated Here
To Preserve Fossils

A new Carter county cerporation is

born. Articles of incorporation were

filed last week in the office of County

Clerk and Recorder B. M. Renshaw.

It is named Carter County Geological

Society and it is sired by W. H. Peck,

DeLoss T. Hall, and William Rowley,

who are the trustees elected for the

first year. DeLoss Hall is president and

W. H. Peck is secretary.
The object of the new society as

stated in the articles of incorporation

is "to increase and diffuse kriowledge

and appreciation of history, art and

science; to discover, excavate and pre-

serve fossils, fossil bones and human

artifacts; to advance the science of

archaeoligy and paleontology.''

The society expects to continue its

efforts to discover and exca.vate fos-

sils. The parties interested desired to

incorporate in order to better carry on

their labors. Carter county, particular-

ly the Powder river breaks, has been

discovered to be one of the best fields

in the West for the discovery of fossils.

It is planned to donate one-half of

the fossils discovered to the Field

Museum of Choago, while retaining the

other one-half locally. The society in-

tends to create a museum at Ekala.ka

in the new Carter county high school

building. In order to secure the co-

operation of schools and local author-

ity the articles of incorporation pro-

vide that the mayor of the town of

Elcalaka and th .cothity soperintendent

of schools may be elected as ex-officio

members of the board of trustees.

NEW PUMPING EQUIPMENT

IIAS BEEN INSTALLED

The diesel engine pumping equip-

ment for the town water system was

installed last week under supervision of

George Askin of Baker. The engine is
of the two-cylinder type, tv.enty horse-

power, and has a direct connected

shaft to the geared pump head. The
new equipment was pltuoed in opera-

tion Saturday and is giving excellent

results, according to Leslie Boggs,
water superintendent. The equipment
replaces the elctric motor unit which

has been used since the installation of
the water works system last year.

Mrs. H. H. Hedges and daughter

Mary were in Buffalo for 'Thanksgiving

and the week-end, with relatives.

of taxpayers have exhausted their

funds, if Fury they had, for the main-

tenance of themselves and family

without any public assistance anti

thereby have become unable to pay

any taxes, resulting in the curtailment

of the funds which the counties would

otherwise have had for relief purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-

SOLVED, By the County C,ommission-

ers, Civic Organizations and Citizens of

the twenty-one counties embracing

WPA district No. 2 in special ses.sion

on the 28th day of November, 1936, at

Miles City, Montana, being mindful

and appreciative of the assistance and
help heretofore contributed by the

Works Progress Administration, re-

spectfully request the quotas in the

various counties be enlarged to take

care of all employables now certified

and to provide sufficient funds neces-

sary for that purpose.
Supplementing our most urgent ap-

peal for assistance during our present

emergency RS outlined above, we re-

spectfully call your attention to the

absolute necessity of enlarging the

water conservation program that will

enable our ranchers to become inde-

pendent. We have in mind more par-

ticula,rly the construction of small in-

expensive dirt, stock and diversion

dams on which our rural citizens may

be employed. The future welfare of this

section will be materially enhanced by
such a program, which, if carried to a
successful conclusion, will eventually

take hundreds of citizens off of our

relief rolls. We therefore respectfully

ask your careful consideration of this
phase of the situation, thereby allow-
ing said rural cases to continue in a

work program, rather than to be cared
for under the proVisions of a resettle-
ment grant.
The resolutions will be forwarded to

the proper WPA authorities, it was an-

nounced,

One Crop Not Affected by the Drouth
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Junior Play Class

"The Little Clodhopper" is the name

of the play which the Junior class will

present this year on Thursday evening,

December 17. The following cast was

selected gy the class after several try-

outs: Vernon Parks, Leland 'Troht,

Loyd Penn, Ethel Beach, Margaret

Shelden, Loretta Strain, and Gladys

Stitser. Other members of the class will

appear in minor roles. The scene of the

play is laid in the "Gay Nineties."

Music too, under the direction of

Deanne Armstrong with Ben Loehding,

and Roy Howey assisting, will reflect

the spirit of the time.
The play is unique in that the char-

acters are not taken from hig society

but from lowly country folk.
The Junior play is given each year

for the purpose of raising funds for

firiancing.the prom which is given each

spring in honor of the graduation class

and friends of the school. Further an-

nouncements concerning the play ail]

appear in the next week's issue of The

Eagle.—Della Purdum, Junior.

TO PRICE RECEIVED

T. J. Broadhurst, local representative

of Rosenthal Bros., Boston v.00l mer-

chants, has received advice and re-

turns on the Conrad Nuhn clip of wool

for 1936, the net price being 35 cents

per pound at Belle Fourche, the high-

est price not only in 1936, but for sev-

eral ycars past for any clip in this

section of the country.—Belle Fourche

Bee.

WILLIAN1 BUTCHER DIES

William H. Butcher, 75, pioneer resi-

dent of Montana and an Alzada ranch-

er for 50 years, died at the hospital

here Friday night of heart failure. He

had received care at the hospital since

Sunday.
Surviving Mr. Butcher are his wife;

four sons, Jim, William, Kirk and Doc;

a daughter, Mrs. James Richardson of

Alzada, and two other daughters who

are living at Martin. A son, John, and

a daughter, Mrs. Elmer Rozell, are

dead.—Etelle Fourche Post.

Honored By Lodge

In recognition of a quarter of a cen-

tury spent in active membership in the

Odd Fellows lodge, members of Beaver

Lodge No. 65 gathered at the lodge hall

in Ekalaka la.st Saturday evening and

presented Frank L. Busch of Broadus

with the 25-year veteran's jewel. Past

Grand Master R. B. Shelden presented

the token.
Mr. Busch joined the Ekalaka lodge

in 1911, being at that time the super-

intendent of the Ekalaka schools. He

left here in 1917, moving to Broadus

where he filed on a homestead and

later was elected county surveyor. For

the past year he has been county in-

i-pector of the WPA program in Pow-

der River county. After leaving Eka-

laka Mr. Busch proceeded legally to

shorten his name from Funkenbusch to

,:klusch, so to most of.43,10rields here

he still is referred to by his loaner

n.ame.
While here Mr. Busch stopped into

the Ee.gle office t,o renew acquaint--

ances aith the Boss Eagle, as it was

Mr. Busch, together with C. K. Putnam,

who helped to "pull off" the first copy

of The Eagle from a Washington hand-

pres.s back on January 1, 1909.

NOVEMBER WEATHER

A check-up on the November weath-

er report at the Ekalaka government

station reveals that precipitation for

the month was 0.36 of arl inch or 0.05

above normal. Temperature WAS 0.4 de-

grees below normal, with the maximum

being 62 above on the 19th and the

minimum one below on the 3rd of the

month. Mean temperature for the

month was 32.8 degrees. Prevailing

winds were from the northwest. The

report shows 14 clear days, 8 partly

cloudy and 8 cloudy.

Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Mulkey who took

Miss Marie Peterson and Miss Me'em

Peterson to their homes near Great

Falls for the school vacation, spent the

Intervening time with Mrs. Mulkey's

brother, Norman Woolfe, at the Mo-

han CCC camp.

Mrs. Augu.sta Albert and grand-

children, Ruth and Dean Albert, Mrs.

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Dickey of Baker Jess Barnes and Mrs. H. G. Albert were

made a short business call in Ekalaka all day guests at the ranch home of

Sataurday evening. Mrs. Frank Buck Friday.

Family of Sweeps on Way to Work

Here Is pictured Alfred Pearce of London, second from the left, with six

of his seven chininey-sweeper sons as they start oet on the morning rounds.

The father has becii a sweep for 60 years and his father was one before him.

The job is leirtIciiMily hazardona and sooty, Involving the descent into chimney

flues for the perpose of cleaning them.

WPA ORDERS A DRASTIC
REDUCTION OF WORKERS

Powder River Folks
Stir Excitement By
A Gold Strike Story

Rumor of a gold strike in the hills
six miles north of Broadus created a
flurry of excitement in town this week.
According to the best informed, this
strike was made over a year ago but
the news of the strike has just leaked
out during the past week.
Tom Gilmore and Ned McLees, dig-

ging in the creek on the McLees ranch
have uncovered gold colors and as a
result 36 mining claims have been
staked out along the creek bed and in
the gravel hills adjacent to the creek.
Since the original strike was made

the prospectors have dug in many
places along the creek and in the hills
and according to rumor they have
found colors in all of their diggings.
At the present time Mr. McLees is in
Madison county where he is engaging
the services of practical mining men to
determine the value of their discovery.
Most of the nunored gold land Iles

along T and Moonlight creeks. Land
in this neighborhood is owned by Ned
McLees, Tom Gilmore, Joe Irion, the
Thompson ranch, Trautman ranch,
and the Delaney land.
Among those who have staked out

claims in this district are Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Allen, Mr. and Mrs. Fay Allen,
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Ames, Joe Wall and
others in addition to the prospectors.
Many Broadus residents have visited

the district during the past week and
rnany are the arguments pro and con
as to the worth ot these mining claims.
—Broadus Examiner.

INTERESTING MF.ETING

W. H. Peck, who attended the first
annual meeting of the Montana Society
of Natural History held in Butte Nov.
27 and 28, gives an interesting account
of the event. The meeting was called
for the formation of the organization
to stimulate interest in Montana's
natural history, to enoourage a closer
relationship with amateur and pro-
fessional workers in scientific fields,
and to urge conservation of specimens
in local museums until a state museum
can be created.
This conservation was given as one

of the big needs of eastern Montana.
Our fossil fields are drawing a nation-
wide attention. Many eastern museums
show valued fossil specimens from
Montana fields. In view of these facts
a copy of the proposed law for the

preservation of fossil relics and arti-
facts was framed to be presented to
the next legislature, making it illegal
to take such relics from the state with-
out a permit.

It was R significant fact that the
Carter County Geological Society was
the only organization of its kind in
the state to be represented at the meet-
ing. The new state organization urges
that such societies be formed in every
county for scientific research and to
preserve the valued specimens until

the state of Montana can create its

own museum for their care.
About 225 delegates were registered

at the meeting. One of the highlights

of the event was the banquet at the

Finlen hotel. Seated at the Ekalaka

table were Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carpen-

ter, W. H. Peck, Miss Erma Hobbs and
Raymond Thompson, a student of the

School of Mines, who WRS located at

Terry during the past summer and
made many trips to Ekalaka in con-

nection with NYA work.
Dr. Melville Sayre of the Butte

school of mines was elected president

of the new organization. Three eastern

Montanans were elected to offices, in-

cluding Geo. F. Shea of Billings, vice

president, A. T. • Peterson, Billings,

secretary-treasurer. Lou Grill of Miles

City and Oscar Lewis of Glendive were

sppointed on the executive council.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Patton were

Ekalaka visitors Saturday on their re-

turn from Miles City where they had

been to visit with II,. C. Patton who is

a patient in the Holy Rosary hospital.

They found Mr. Patton improving

slowly but still bedfast.

James Hunt who has been suffering

with an acute attack of eczema has

made two trips to Rhame, N. D. in the

past week for ultra violet ray treat-

ment which has been proving beneficial

and he has hopes of resuming his em-

ployment at Fon Peck.

Work on nearly all WPA projects in
Carter oounty was suspended Tiumlay
morning on orders issued from district
headquarters at Billings. Those em-
ployed on the sewing room project and
on the new high school basement were
not affected by the order. Some labor-
ers were also allowed to continue com-
pletion work on a few dams being
constructed under: the soil conserva-
tion program.
The Billings Gazette carried a full

story of the work curtailment order in
their issue of Wednesday morning,
quoting L. G. DeNayer, district WPA
director, as stating that the order will
affect at least 8,000 WPA clients in
this district. The Gazette story says:
"The result of this action is that only

those people most suitable to our pro-
gram and those most in need can be
retained on WPA projects," the dis-
trict chief said.
In discussing the slash, DeNayer said

"it was never int,ended that unemploy-
able persons or persons unsuited to the
work program would be employed on
WPA projects, but due to the recurring
emergencies which could not be han-
dled by other agencies, the works pro-
gress administration has been required
to do many things not originally in-

tended. These emergency activities have

consumed a large share of the money
appropriated for WPA activities and
no additional money can be made

available at the present thne."
With the resettlement administration

shift; it means that 4,000 persons will

be stricken from the WPA rolls within

the next 30 days. The district super-

visor said that no program had been

worked out to reassign the 4,000 work-
men to other governmental projects.
According t,o John McKay, resettle-

ment supervisor at Billings, instead of

the shifted relief clients receiving

money for work on WPA projects, they

v:111 receive a direct grant from the

federal government which will amount
to less than a half of what the clients

have received from the WPA program,

District resettlement offices are be-

ing established in Denver and the local

supervisor said "I‘ls impossible to say

when the first clks will arrive."

All clients schecttiled to work on pro-

jects starting atter 'Tuesday were in-

fonned of their shift to the reaettle-

ment rolls by local WPA officials. 'They

estimated that there would be approxi-

mately 600 relief clients carried on the

WPA list after the shift.
The change will affect approximate-

ly half of the relief clients in the

Billings WPA district comprising the

21 eastern Montana. counties. Only

three persons have bee•n assigned to

direct the county set-up of the resettle-

ment administration.
McKay estimated that the resettle-

ment program would be carried on at

less than one-fifth of the cost of the

WPA program.
The average grant to a family regis-

tered on the resettlement roll will be

$25 a month while the WPA average

WaS approximately twice that figure. A

sliding scale has been worked out for

grants. When a family furnishee its

own meat, butter and eggs, 35 per cent

of the basic grant is deducted from

the dole. For instance, if a couple reg-

istered on the resettlement list provided

their own butter, eggs, meat, vegetables,

milk and flour, their allotment each

month would be $6, McKay said. The

sliding scale is known as the "emer-

gency standard grant."
The highest grant by the resettle-

ment program is $56 per month which

may be obtained by a family of 12 per-

sons, providing that none of the basic

food products is provided by the fam-

ily, McKay said.

STRIKE ARTESIAN FLOW

The Geo. Askin drilling crew finished

a water well at the Ed Oollins place

about 16 miles northwest of Ekalaka

last week. At a depth of 256 feet a flow

of artesian water was encountered

which produces about two gallons a

minute. Mr. Askin stated that this was

the first water level and that had the

well been drilled deeper a much better

flow could have been expected.

This well is the closest proved ar-

tesian water location to Ekalaka so far

discovered and the present flow will

give Mr. Collins ample water for use

on his ranch for livestock watering

purposes.

Mrs. Ruth Connolly, teacher of the

Lone Pine school and her daughter,

Miss Marie Connolly, who is employed

at the Tauck school, were in Masks

to attend "Green Pmtureo" Ounday,
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