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Wasmstrax will succeed Sabin in the

United States senate from Minnesota

The Washburn brothers were evidently

born when their lucky star was in the as-

cen hint. They have be-,n vcoy fortunate

in politics.

ArrEe. treading, all the paths and by-

ways of the Canadian circumlcoution of-

fice and untying and unwinding an al-

most endless roll of red tape. the Montana

officers have at last succeeded in getting

the murderer, Godas, in their power.

.Sheriff Jefferis left Winnipeg yesterday

with the prisoner and will land him in

Helena in two or three days.

I.r seems that Judge Davis reflected the

views of the house when he said the en-

ergies of the legislature should be direct-

ed to gain admission for its own territory

rather than consume time in an attempt

to keep any of its neighbors out of the

union. The house squelched the council

memorial which called upon congress to

refuse admittance to Utah.

Tins legislature will doubtless pass

some bill providing for the extermination

of stock destroying animals in Montana.

There can be no measure brought before

it fraught with so much interest to the

stockmen of the territory, and hence to

the people than a bill of the nature

spoken of. The stock interest stands pre-

eminently as one of the first interests in

the territory, and any legislation which

tends to foster, build up and protect it is

legislation for the good of the people.

IT is within the range of possibilities

that before an effort be made to transfer

Montana's port of entry from Benton to

Helena the authorities at Washington

will inform themselves as to the amount

of customs duty paid at the latter place,

and when they learn that the magnificent

sum of $6.92 custom duties have been paid

by Helena during the past four years they

will not break their necks to rush the

port of entry to the capital. Fort Benton

is borrowing no trouble over the matter.

AUDITOR SULLIVAN'S report for the

year 1888 gives the total assessment of the

territory as $67,430,533.70—an increase of

$7,331,040.70 over the preceding year.

Choteau county's assessment for the year

1887 was 81,372,555. Since then Great

I Falls, Sun River and other precincts were

cut off to form a part of Cascade county.

Yet, nothwithstanding the loss of assessi-

ble property thus occasioned, Choteau's

assessment for the year 1888 is $3,679,489

-- a decrease of only $693,066. This is a

gratifying showing to the taxpayers of the

county.

IN speaking of the move being made to

annex a portion of Madison county to

Gallatin county, a territorial exchange

very sensibly observes that the matter of

readjusting county lines or forming new

counties may very properly be left to a

state legislature when those matters can

be attended to and a legislative appor-

tionment made in harmony therewith.

Any interference with the present status

of counties will necessitate a new legisla-

tive apportionment, and we all know what

a difficult matter it is to draft an appor-

t,onment• bill which in view of the limited

number of members allowed under our

organic act, will be satisfactory to all. It

will be better to let the boundary lines

remain as they are for the present, at

least.

THE "regulars" of the medical frater-

nity have declared war to the knife and

the knife to the hilt against quacks,

quackery and all the other pretenders and

pretensions in their profession. They

have met in council at Helena and drafted

a bill providing for the weeding out of the

incompetents in the fraternity which will

be introduced in and probably passed by

the present legislature. The object of the

bill is a good one. Human life, not being

a purchasable commodity, should not be

traded upon by quacks whose sole object

is to make dollars and cents out of the ig-

norant and credulous who trust them-

selves in their hands. In protecting the

medical profession against pretenders the

legislature would also protect the lives of

the people.

THE New York World's adverse criti-

cism of President Cleveland and his ad-

ministration is eagerly seized upon by op-

position journals as an evidence that the

president is not in accord with his party.

There are two or three things to be taken

into consideration in determining the

weight of the World's arguments. In the

first place that journal has never been an

ardent supporter of Mr. Cleveland from

the day of his nomination as a candidate

for the presidency; it has been a weak

brother in the democratic household. In

the next place the president has not paid

that attention to the World's unasked ad-

ve suggestions which that journ-

al's egotism led it to expect. The en-
dorsement of President Cleveland and his
policy by a majority of over 100,000 of the
electors of the Union is a sufficient an-
swer to all that the World has or may
54Y. That paper cannot injure him or
the deo...a:fatly party,

CRIME IN MONTANA.

In that portion of his message devoted

to recommendations concerning the build-

ing of a territorial penitentiary and a

house of reform the Governor uses the

following language: "There is no hiding

the fact that crime holds high carnival

in our land."
This statement is not only misleading,

but we contend, with due deference to

the opinion of his Excellency, it is incor-

rect and hence harmful. It will leave the

impression upon the minds of outside

readers that the criminal classes enter

largely into the popalation of the Terri-

tory. This is not so. Like all prosperous

countries Montana is the Mecca of many

criminals who claim no particular place

as their home. They are here to day and

elsewhere to-morrow. They are not an

abiding element in our midst and form no

part of our permanent or any consider-

able portion of our voting population.

But take the people of Montana as a

whole—take its 160,000 population a more

orderly, law-abiding one cannot be found

scattered over the same area of country

anywhere. Statistics at hand show that

the states of Iowa, Maine, Vermont, Wis-

consin, Rhode Island and New Hamp-

shire have one convict in their peniten

tiaries for every 2,661 of population.

Leaving out the floating criminals who

have found their way in the Deer Lodge

penitentiary, and who never did form a

part of our population, it will be seen

that quite as little crime has been or is

being committed in Montana. in propor-

tion to its populution, as is committed in

the old settled states named, Which has

all the advantages of schools, churches

and organized society that age and an ad-

vanced stage of civilization give.

In view of these facts we hold that the

Governor's declaration that "crime holds

high carnival" in our land sbould not be

permitted to pass unchallenged. A man

is quite as well protected in his life, liber-

ty and pursuit of happiness in Montana

as in any state in the Union. That fact is
self-evident.

THE ADMISSION DILL.

The house having passed Springer's bill,

the question of Montana's speedy admis-

sion into the union of states would be as-

sured if the senate interpose no objec-

tions. There are grounds, however, to

fear that that body will not take kindly

to the measure and will either openly de-

feta it, or add such amendments to it that

it will not meet the support of the house.

We say there are grounds for this fear

and therefore do not entertain that hope

for its passage by the senate that we

would have if the political complexion of

the senate was in harmony with that of

the house.
The principal features of the bill are

given upon another page. If it pass the

the senate in its present shapiontana

and South Dakota will be ado, „ted and

have their United States senators and

representatives in their seats when the

new congress shall assemble next Decem-

ber. This is all that Montana can ask

and as much as she can reasonably hope

for. In view of the fact that the other

territories named in the bill could not

get in the union in much less time under

any other bill that would meet their cases

than they can under the omnibus bill,

there is some hope that the measure will

not meet factious opposition by them.

IF, however, the bill be successfully op-

posed in the senate, there can be no as-

surance given that a single territory will

be admitted during the next two years.

The republican majority will be so nar-

row in the house in the next congress

tl&at the democrats of that body will have

irin their power to filibuster any other

admission bill out of existence if they

choose. And they may choose to do it

'should the senate kill the one that has

just met the approval of the house.

HOW IT WILL BE DONE.

If the omnibus bill pass the senate in its

present shape the electors of this territo-

ry will be called upon to choose seventy-

four delegates to a constitutional conven-

tion to be held at the present capital.

The election will be held the second Mon-

day in next May. At the same time the

people will again vote upon the constitu-

tion which was adopted in 1884. The

constitutional convention will meet July

4, 1889. If the constitution be ratified in

the May election the convention may

make such changes in it as are authorized

by the omnibus bill or it may leave it un-

disturbed.
In any event it must be resubmitted to

the people for their ratification or rejec-

tion, and as we understano it, when so

submitted the people will also vote for a

full set of state officers, members of a

state legislature and one congressman.

When this shall be done the president of

the United States may issue his procla-

mation declaring the state of Montana

admitted as a state into the Union from

and after the date of the proclamation.

The bill grants land sections 16 and 36

in every township for the support of the

public schools. It also grants 90,000

acres of land for the support of agricul-

tural colleges. Five per cent of the pro-

ceeds of the sale of public lands is also

granted for common school purposes.

Some slight changes will doubtless be

made in the present constitution to meet

the growing needs of the state of Mon-

tana: otherwise the constitution, ratified

by an almost unanimous vote of the peo-

ple, is all that can be desired.
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MAHONE SPEAKS.

Billy Mahone is authority for the state-

ment that there will be no colored man in

Mr. Harrison's cabinet. The redoubta-

ble southern brigadier was at Charleston

a few days ago and in answer to an in-

quiry from a number of young colored re-

publicans_wle-waited upon him he ad-

vised their' not Lto draw the color line too

tightly "as it would drive off a great

many who would otherwise be pacified

and won over to a new political organiza-

tion which would more evenly distribute

party and public patronage. He advised

that the colored element should act wise-

ly, and not beimprudent or unnecessarily

aggressive. If they pursued any other

line of conduct It would be injurious, and

might prevent the coalition which he

looked forward to between tho negroes

and conservative whites in the south."

He furthermore said that colored men

who desire representation in the cabinet

are to advanced in asserting themselves

in that particular. None but fanatics

would ask it. The proposition is too ab-

surd to enter into the factorage of the

political situation. The time for colored

men to take cabinet positions has aot yet

arrived. In fact says the ex-rebel "I

not approve of colored men thrustii.g

themselves forward as candidates for

prominent positions."

In saying all this to the colored "con-

tingent" Mr. Mahone exhibits a degree of

honesty that calls for emulation by his

northern brethren. He speaks plainly,

sensibly and to the point. Many a north-

ern politician would have been more po-

litic but less honest. He would have put

off his colored interlocutors with promises

which he knew would not be fulfilled and

excited hopes that would not be realized.

The colored voter must be taught to re-

alize his true position as a citizen .and a

voter and when it shall dawn upon his

mind that there is still a wide chasm yet

to be bridgedbetween himself and the av-

erage white man he may rouse himself to

a greater exertion to remove its cause. It

would be far better for the colored people

if they were always treated to the cold,

stubborn truth as Mahone spoke it. Tal-

ly one for the little Virginia firebrand.

He got off right in his talk with the

Charleston colored republicans.

AVERAGE PRICE OF SILVER.

Silver was remonetized in 1878. Soon

after the great silver mines of Montana

and of the other territories commenced

throwing their output upon the markets

of the. world. That output has rapidly in-

creased, and with the increase a corre-

sponding depreciation in the price of the

metal followed. The following table

shows its average price during the past

ten years:
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888

 81.15
  1.14
  1.14
  1.13
  1.11
  1.11
  1.06
  1.03
  1.01%
  93%

IT is said that the sheriffs, probate

judges and city marshals of the territory

are preparing to hold a convention at

Helena in the near future for the purpose

of preparing a bill to be presented to the

legislature, providing for correcting cer-

tain defects in the fee law. The sheriffs

also want authority to arrest a man

caught in the commission of ':crime with-

out first being compelled to provide him-

self with a warrant. This last request is

so transparently proper that the legisla-

ture will certainly not deny it if the pow-
er is not conferred under existing laws.

Ma. S. M. Coissox has assumed the

entire management of The Rising

Sun. In announcing the change

Mr. Corson says: "In the future our aim

shall be to make this the home paper for

the Sun River valley and vicinity, and to

the end that we may succeed we ask the

support of the people to properly do jus-

tice to our county and to ourselves." The

RIVER PRESS extends its wishes for the
success of its Sun River contemporary.

REPRESENTATIVE HUNT'S anto-gambling

bill, it is said strikes only at the sure-

thing games. This is an attempt to puri-

fy the spring by cleansing the stream.

Gambling breeds the skin games. No

gambling, no sure-thing layouts. Mr.

Hunt proposes to kill the latter he Auld

destroy the former. Make gambling a

felony and the sure-thing men will soon

seek other climes. Lop off the head and

the tail will cease to wag.

THE RIVER PRESS gratefully acknowl-

edges the receipt of the annual report of

the auditor and treasurer for 1886,

for which it tenders its thanks: :Now, if

the same obliging friend will send us the

report of those officers for the year 1888,

we will be doubly grateful and doubly

thankful. The sending of the former was

doubtless a mistake.

Ma. NAT. Y. Hoss, of the Northwest

Tribune, has assumed managerial and

editorial charge of the Missoula Gazette.

Nat. is equal to the occasion and will

make a bright, newsy paper of the Ga-

zette.

The following has been going the

rounds of the territorial press without

eliciting a satisfactory explanation. Prob-

ably some one of the many readers of the

RIVER PRESS may furnish the solution:

"A rather strange affliction happened to

a Missoula couple who were sleighriding

Christmas day. The young man's right

ear and the lady's left ear were frosted

while the other two were not cold at all.

Why all four ears were not frosted is a

problem which has been submitted to the

high school class in physiology."

C÷.. M3A.KMIRI
FORT BENTON, - MONTANA.

LEADING- HOUSE!

DRY GOODS. I GROCERIES.
MEN'S, YOUTHS'

BOYS' and CHILDREN'S

CLOTHING
—AND—

UNDERWEAR.
(1

GERMAN SOCKS
—AND—

OVERSHOES.

ea OUR as.• ••

ENTIRE STOCK
—REPLETE WITH—

SPECIALTIES!

BEST GOODS
—FOR THE—

LEAST MONEY

BOOTS, SHOES, I

CALL and EXAMINE
-.-OUR LA, EGELINE oF—

Cloth, Canvas ek Fur

OVERCOATS!
)

FUR and SCOTCH

CAPS and. MITTENS.

tined Buck and Knit Gloves.

HATS AND CAPS.
_A_ COMPLETE -LINE OF

Ladies' Silk, Saxony and Cotton Underwear.

TOBOGGANS AND HOODS.

CALL AND EXAMINE OUR STOCK.
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131 JACQUEMIN & Co.
Montana's Leading Jewelers.

HALE'S
BLOCK. HELENA, M. T.

Orders . by Express and Mail will receive prompt

and careful attention.

Jewelry Manufactured to Order.
FINE WATCH REPAIRING.

OVERLAND HOTEL
IIAS BEEN

RE-OPENED
By the undersigned proprietor of the house. The

hotel is thoroughly refitted and furnished, offering

Pirst-class Accommodations

to the traveling public. It is my desire to restore
the old-time excellent reputation of the Overland,

and to that end no pains or expense will be spared.

I have established the following prices:

Board by the week $6.00

Board by the Meal  50

Board and Room  $10 per week

Three Meal Tickets   $1.00

First-class Bar in Connection.

far Give the Overland a trial and see if I do not
make it pleasant for you.

cims. ROWE.

3E3 AL 1\T 3Er..
OF—

liORTHUN MOM
Transact a General Bankiug

Business.
Buy and sell Exchange on the commercial centers

of the United States.

Pay Interest on Time Deposits

Will give special attention to the business of North-

ern and Central Montana, and will make such
loans to stockmen and farmers as are

suited to their requirements.

ow Local Securities a Specialty. -4/1

Collections and all other business entrusted to us

will receive prompt and careful attention.

COLLINS, DITER cr Co.

FRONT STREET, - - - rODT DENTON, M. T.

Ell MATT &
LIVE STOCK

Commission Merchants,
104 Exchange Building.,

UNION STOCK YARDS, Chicago.

ligir Represented in Montana by—

JOHN FLEMING.
Neadquartero - FORT RENTON'.

A 3.00 premium and the RIVER PRESS
one year, for 3.5O. .

F. W. BUCKSEN,
—DEALER IN—

CIGARS :: AND:: TOBACCO,
FANCY GOODS, NOTIONS,

Fresh Fruits and Confectionery.

Front Street, - - Fort Benton, M. T.

M. A. FLANAGAN,
DRUGGIST,

ORDERS BY

MAIL
PROMPTLY

/ ATTENDED TO.

FORT BENTON - - MOM.

—DEALER IN—

Mut Notioils, ui1OI Articlosi
Perfumery, Pat. rieiicines.

PAINTS AND OIL'8,

Wall Paper, and Build ug Paper.

Stationery and Choice Cigars.

If J. WACKILRLIN. T. C. POWER & BRO. l.G. BAKER & CO

H. 4. WACKERLIN & CO.,
Frozit Street, Benton, M. .

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

Bar Iron, Wagon Timbers, Horse Shoes and Nails
Tinware, Stoves, Barb Wire, Tin and Sheet

Iron Roofing and Sheet bon Coods of
all kinds Window Clafis Queens-.

ware and Classware. Etc.

Agents for Lallin tt Rand Powder Co.

Charter flat. Acorn Cooking and Heating Stoves Rd wPstriti!ter BOP Pm I
Stores jp Stork
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