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THE legislative assembly has just nine

days in which to complete its labors at

this session.

NVisoom is a gold bug and if the silver

m.ners of the west expect favors at his

11 inals they reckon neither wisely nor

Weil.

KENNEDY'S election bill is likely to be-

come a law. In the event it does the bal-

lots cast at the first state election will be

about as leng as a thousand mile railroad

ticket.

THE legislative assembly will 'Lot ad-
jourti until the expiration of its allotted
sixty days session. It must not be sup-

posed, however, that the magnificent pay

of four dollars per day keeps the body at

Helena. It is business pure and simple.

THE world being too small for Pigott,he

did the best thing he could do under the

circumstances and hid himself in eterni-

ty. The world of to-day has no more use

for traitors and perjurors than it had at

the time of Judas Iscariot.

Mooeffs registration bill having passed

both hooses, it will become a law. The

measur- is just what the democratic par-

ty in Montana has wanted during the

past ten years. Had it been in operation

at the last general election Mr. Clark

would have been elected by three thous-

and majority.

PRESIDENT HARRISON and plain Greyer

Cleveland shook hands Monday. The for-

mer becomes the head of this great gov-

ernment; the latter becomes a private

citizen. And this change is made with-

out creating more excitement in the coun-

try than would be created by a big show

in a big city. Verily this is a great gov-

ernment.

'THE Inter Mountain having _tiuggested

toe name of ex-Governor Hauser for

United States senator from the east side,

the Independent, not to be outdone in

courtesy—or rather hypocracy—names

Lee Mantle of the west side and Russell

B. Harrison of the east side as re-

publican candidates for the exalted sta-

tion. Verily, the Butte and Helena

lambs are lying down together.

THE latest count of noses shows that

the republicans have but three majority

in the lower house of congress. This ma-

jority is too uncomfortably narrow to

suit the third and fourth rate politicians

of that party, and they are bringing every

argument at their command to bear upon

President Harrison to induce him to call

an extra session of congress for the pur-

pose. as they put it, "to purge it of its

• false claimants and misrepresentatives."

Harrison may call an extra session. but

the slight republican majority in the

house will have a sweet time in unseating

democratic members- -a very sweet time.

THE republican party will have full

control of every department of the gov-

ernment after to-day. There will be no

division of responsibility with the demo-

crats. President Harrison and his ad-

visors must assume it all. They can now

dispose of the tariff and the surplus as

they see fit. They can raise the one as

high as they please and devote all the

other to building war vessels or purchas-

ing warming pans for the natives of in-

terior Africa. The opportunity of the

party is now before it, and while it is

improving or abusing that opportunity it

will bear in mind that the democrats will

be doing a good deal of careful looking

on.

ThIE. question of the permanent location

of the capital of Montana will be decided

at one of the elections to be held this

year. The principal candidates for the

honor are Fort Benton, Bozeman, Butte,

Anaconda, Deer Lodge and Helena. If

the question be decided with reference to

the future probabilities of northern and

eastern Montana,Bentoo, the head of Mis-

souri river navigation, would get the cap-

▪ ital by a large majority. It is the natu-

ral place for it, and will in the not distant

future become the center of the wealth

and population of the state. It is barely

possible, however, that Benton cannot

poll votes enough to wrest the capital

from Helena, and the same may be said

of the other places above named.

THE Great Falls Tribune says: "The

R.IvLE PRESS displays much concern for

the people of Cascade county." The peo-

ple of Cascade county need some journal

to champion their cause. After their first

county commissioners plunged that coun-

ty into one of the most disgraceful, un-

called for, unjust and iniquitous law suits

ever known in the history of Montana

courts, in which they were beaten at eve-

ry turn and laid themselves; criminally

and civily liable for the non-performance

of their sworn duty, not one of

the papers of Cascade county dare

open its mouth in the interest

of its people. They are nauz-
zled and maintain a silence as un-
manly as it is cowardly, The taxpayers

uf Cascade county will remember this.

BLACK EAGLE.

We do not believe there is 'a man in

Cascade county, who lays claim to re-

spectability or who has a manly regard

for his reputation for honesty, that would

subscribe his name to the following,which

we find in the Great Falls Tribune of the

28th ult. We give it entire, head line,

nom de plume, hofse-thief sentiment and

all:
The Choteau Claim.

To THE EDITOR Or THZ TRIBUNE:—W011iti it not
be proper for the legislature to pass a bill reducing
the Choteau claim, which it can be shown was ex-
horbitant. The body which fixed the sum ought to
readjust it. It certainly has the power,

BLACK EAGLE.

"Black Eagle" is evidently a pilgrim; in

fact, we know he is a pilgrim. He never

could have run the gantlet of the old-

time vigilantes, and if by a miracle, he

had escaped their clutches and hemp he

would be in the penitentiary. Decent

society has no use for such men, and rele

gates them to cesspools of their own crea-

tion. How he was permitted to escape

and drag his filth in the columns of the

Tribune, we leave that journal to explain.

And while it is about it the Tribune

should apologize to the respectable people

of Great Falls for allowing such a com-

munication in its columns unless the au-

thor's name were attached to it. People

are apt to think that a man who shields

a thief is a thief himself, and people some

times are three-thirds right in their sur-

mises.

MONTANA'S CONSTITUTION.

Under the admission bill delegates to a

oonstitutional convention will be elected

in this territory the 14th of next May.

The convention will meet at Helena the

following Fourth of July. The conven-

tion may adopt the constitution framed

in 1884 after amending it so as to conform

to the provisions of the admission bill or

it may form an entirely new one, a work

which will require but a short session.

Several changes should be made in the

instrument and new sections may be ad-

vantageously added. The representation

in the first state legislature should be in-

creased. Sec. 47 of the constitution pro-

vides that: "The first legislative assem-

bly held under this constitution shall be

constituted as follows: The senate shall

consist of the same number of senators

and the house of representatives of the

same number of representatives as the

territorial council and house of represen-

tatives at the time of the admission of the

state into the Union."
This means that the first senate shall

consist of twelve members and the first

house of representatives of twenty-four

members, the present representation in

the legislature under our territorial form

of government. This number is too small.

The territory has greatly diversified inter-

ests and industries and more are spring-

ing up as capital and immigration find

lodgment in it. If Montana were a pure-

ly agricultural or a purely grazing or a

purely minieg country a smaller repre-

sentation in the legislative assembly

would suffice as the action of each repre-

sentative would be governed by a com-

mon interest but this is not the case.

We cannot see why the first legislative

assembly should not have as great a rep-

resentation as the second. But the con-

stitution provides otherwise. Section 4

says: "After the first session of the leg-

islative assembly of the state and until

otherwise provided by law the senate

shall consist of twenty-one members, and

the house of representatives of foety-five

members." This number is none toe

large for the first legislative assembly.

The convention will doubtless amend the

constitution in this respect. ',Montana

has sixteen counties, an increase of three

since the constitution of 1884 was framed.

The constitution also provides that the

legislative assembly shall make provision

for the election of a county clerk, sheriff

treasurer, superintendent of schools, sur-

veyor, coroner and public administrator

in each county. Other sections require

that a county judge and four county coin-

missionermhall also be elected by each

county, but nothing is said as to the time

when the county judge and commission-

ers shall be elected, nor is the legislative

assembly required to make provision for

their election. A change should be made

in the constitution concerning the time

for electing the officers above named so as

to conform to the provision in the admis-

sion bill governing the election of state of-

ficers. The election for all these offices

should be held the same day. On the

whole the constitution of '84 is an excel-

lent one but that amendments should be

made in the matters noted is apparent to

all.

SIMPLIFIED LAND SYSTEM.

Under the above caption the St. Paul

Globe thus gives voice to the prevailing

sentiment concerning the disposition to

be made of the remaining portion of the

public domain of the country:

"Several bright flickers of a redeeming

character are lighting the last hours of

this congress. Not the least of these is

apparently the simplifying of the land

laws, leaving only the homestead feature.

It would be vastly better for the new re-

gions if the timber culture and pre-emp-

tion features had been removed years ago.

The growth of trees under the former has

amounted to almost nothing, while the

lands have largely passed into the bands

of speculators. The temptation has been

irresistable to most settlers of small

means to get hold of the full 420 acres,

although they had no means to utilize

the land. This has caused loans and

mortgages, oppressive burdens, and pre-

vented the country from being settled up

as it should be, by the small land holders.

Those who have the MMUS, and want

more than the homestead, can easily pur-

chase convenient additions. There will

be no check to bona fide settlement by

the repeal of the acts."
There is no portion of the 'United States

more deeply interested in the determina-

tion of the land legislation referred to than

northern Montana. Here are nearly 18,-

000,000 acres of public domain recently

thrown open to settlement. A large num-

ber of claims will be taken upon them the

coming year. Under the law governing
their disposition the land cannot be taken
under the pre-emption or tree culture act.
This is good as far as it goes, but it does

not go far enough. The lands should he

subject to entry only under the home-

stead, mineral and townsite laws. 'Specu-

lators would awn be shut out and bona

tide settlers would have a chance for a

home. It is sincerely hoped the next
congress will simplify the land system as

above proposed.

A SCRAP OF EARLY HISTORY.

A number of years ago so many, in-

deed, that a child then born would be a
man now -Montana was the paradise of

horse thieves, murderers, road agents a..d
criminals of about every race, color and

condition. California, Nevada, Idaho and

Colorado each were represented here by a

band of as reckless, hardy desperados as

ever infested a new country. Inoffensive

men were shot down on public streets in

broad daylight, stage coaches were held

up at about every turn in the road and

passengers robbed and murders were of

almost daily occurrence.
Leaders of these robber bands found

their way in offices of trust, and not a

few of them were classed among the "re-

spectables" in society. Men were struck

down, and their murderers openly boast-

ed of their deeds. A man who passed

from one mining camp to another with a

few dollars in his pocket took his life in

his hands, and many paid the pen-

alty of their temerity with their lives.

Officers of the law were powerless to en-

force order or to arrest and punish its vi-

olators. Might made right and a reign of

terror fell upon the land.

About this time a small, dark-haired

dark-eyed, wiry, nervy little man ap-

peared upon the stage. He organized a

band of determined men with the avowed

object of aiding the officers in enforcing

law and order. The band was known as

"Vigilantes," and X. Biedler was its head

and front. The members were not

known, but their brave leader was. The

work of clearing the country of road

agents was begun. Where danger lurked

X. led the way; where death stared men

in the face, there X. was found defying it.

Thieves, robbers and murderers were al-

most daily found gracing the limbs of

trees. No one knew their executioners,

but wherever a road agent was found

dangling at the end of a rope X. was not

far off. The brotherhood of desperados

knew the avenger was on their trail and

laid in wait for him, but they were not

quick enough. It took a good one to "get

the drop" on X. Biedler those days, and

the courageous vigilante rested not till

the last of the desperate gang of road

agents was either swung from the limb of

a tree or had been driven from the coun-

try. The territory was redeemed from

rapine and murder.

It is nearly a quarter of a century

ago when these scenes occurred. And

now comes a broken-down old man who

spent the best years of his life to make

Montana what it is to-day, asking a mere

pittance at the hands of this legislative

assembly to tide over the, few days left

him on earth. Had he fought one

battle for his country a generous pension

would have been awarded him. He has

fought a score or more for Montana, and

richly earned all that he asks. Montana

owes X. Biedler more than it can pay

him. It should discharge its obligations

to him now when he most needs the

money. X. has no heirs, and when he

shall be gathered to his fathers, the last

and wily X. will have passed away.

THE RIVER PRESS would respectfully

suggest to the legislative assembly the

propriety of its carefully scanning the se-

called anti-prize fight law, said to be

upon the statutes of Montana. When the

late ex-Governor Potts introduced the

measure it was held that under its pro-

visions all prize fighting could be stopped

in the territory. And so they were for a

year or two, but the law seems to have

lost its prohibitory power, for the "fights

to a finish" are about as common through-

out the territory as common 'drunks.

Bruisers publicly challenge each other,

they fight 'publicly, and the newspapers

publish the result, giving the rounds in

details, with "first blood" and "first

knock-down" exactness. There is some-

thing wrong somewhere. Can our law

givers remedy it?

THE prospects are inviting for the pass-

age of Kennedy's election bill. It passed

the council unanimously, and is no .v be-

fore the house. The next general elec-

tion will probably be held under its pro-

visions. With a registration law and the

Australian system of voting the ballot

box should be like Ciesar's wife above

reproach.

AND now President Harrison will be

confronted with the problem: "What

shall be done with the surplus?" The or-

acles of his party have already discovered

a score or more channels in which to

dump it, but the country will be more

interested to learn what President Harri-

son proposes to du with it.

FORT BENTON, - MONTANA.

DRY GOODS.  I
MEN'S, YOUTHS',

BOYS' and CHILDREN'S

CLOTHING
— A N 1—

UNDERWEAR.

GERMAN SOCKS
—AND—

t OVERSHOES.

•• ouR
as • •

HOTTS !

I GROCERIES.

ENTIRE STOCK
- —REPLETE WITH—

SPECIALTIES!

BEST GOODS
—FOR THE—

LEAST MONEY

I CALL and EXAMIWE
—orn LAROE LINE 01.—

Cloth, Canvas A Fur

OVERCOATS!
FUR and SCOTCH

CAPS and MITTENS.

Lined Buck and Knit Gloves.

BOOTS, SHOES,' HATS AND CAPS.
A COMPLETE LINE OF

Ladies' Silk, Saxony and Cotton Underwear.

TOBOGGAINS AND HOODS.

nar CALL AND EXAMINE OUR STOCK.

C. B. JACQUEMIN & CO.
Montana s Leading kwelers.

HALE'S HELENA, M. T.BLOCK.

Orders by Express and Mail will receive prompt
and careful attention.

Jewelry Manufactured to Order.
FINE WATCH REPAIRING.

—: THE :—

OVERLAND HOTEL
HAS BEEN

RE-OPENED.
By the undersigned proprietor of the house. The
hotel is thoroughly refitted and furnished, offering

First-class Accommodations

to the traveling public. It is my desire to restore
the old-time excellent reputation of the Overland,
and to that end no pains or expense will be spared.

I have established the following prices:

Board by the week $6.00

Board by the Meal  50

Board and Room  $10 per week

Three Meal Tickets $1.00

First-class Bar in Connection.

Ear- Give the Overland a trial and see if I do not
make it pleasant for you.

CH.4 S. DO frE.

AMER PIATT & CO.,
LIVE STOCK

Commission Merchants,
101 Exchange Building.

UNION STOCK IARDS, Chicago.

Er- Represented in Montana by—

JOHN FLEMING.
Headquarters - FORT BANTON.

3E3 Ak.1%T MM.
OF—

NIMBI MOM
Transa,ct a General Banking

BusineEs.
Buy and sell Exchange on the commercial centers

of the United States.

Pay Interest on Time Deposits.

Will give special attention to the business of North.-
ern and Central Montana, and will make such

loans to stockmen and farmers as are
suited to their requirements.

lar Local &whits a Specialty. 4111.
Collections and all other business entrusted to us

will receive prompt and careful attention.

COLLINS, D17ER

FRONT STREET, - - - FORT BENTON. M. 'I'.

A 13.00 premium and the RIVER PRESS
one year, for $3.50.

W• J MINAR,
DR UCCIST.

FORT BENTON, MONTANA.

DEALER IN

Drugs, Notions, Toilet Articles, Perfumery'
Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils,

Etc., Etc.

Fine Perfumes and Toilet Ar-
ticles a Specialty.

ESTABLISHED 1877.

JAS. DloMILLAN & CO
PROPRIETORS OF THE

Minneapolis Sheepskin Tannery,
AND DEALERS IN

HIDES, SHEEP PELTS, FURS, WOOL, TALLOW
Ginseng and Seneca Root.

SHEEP PELTS & FURS A SPECIALTY.
101, 103 & 106 Second St North. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Shipments Solicited. Write for Circulars.

H. J. WACKERLIN. T. C. POWER ot BRO. I. G. BAKER & CO

H. J. WACKERLIN & CO.,
_Front Street, Benton, M. T-

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

K. 46 lit 11 WAR - 9
Bar Iron, Wagon Timbers, Horse Shoes and Nails,

Tinware, Stoves, Barb Wile, Tin and Sheet
Iron Roofing and Sheet Iron Coods of

all Kinds,Window Class, Queens-
ware and Classware, Etc.

Agents for Laflin & Rand Powd‘r Co.

Charter Oat, Acorn Cooling and Mtn! Stoves and Westminster Tan Burr'
Stoves in Stock.

tir We have the largest
we are ourselves mechanics
Pipes, and all kinds of Job
to all or rer patrons.

Orders by

and hest equipped TEN SHOP in the territory, and A-
we are prepared to contract for Tin Rooting, Gutters.
Work, and will guarantee to give thorough satisfaction

Mail Promptly Attended to.
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