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"THE mists collect, the rains fall thick
and loud," but northern Montana can
stand a couple of weeks of it.

.L.iw DUNRAVEN, after testing and
siziog up his new yacht, the Valkyrie,
concluded he wanted no' race with the
American Volunteer. The cup will still
linger on this side of the Atlantic.

TWENTY TWREE committees will SOOD
working upon the constitution for the
state of Montana. Many hands make•
labor light, is a saying as applicable in a
constitutional convention as in a corn
field.

IoAno is keeping company with Mon-
tana, the two Dakotas and Washington in
constitution making. That territory
proposes to make a loud knock for ad-
mission when congress shall meet. It
will doubtless be admitted with New
Mexico.

THE air in and about Fort Benton is
filled with rumors of railroad work soon
to commence in this vicinity, but the R1v-
ER PRESS deals in facts, not reports, and
therefore will remain silent about them
until it knows whereof it speaks.

THE Marysville base ball nine having
defeated every club in the territory with
which it has played, will find its Waterloo
in the Benton Invincibles should it visit
the river metropolis. If the Marysville
boys are hunting for men worthy of their
steel, they needn't look beyond Benton.

THE fact that the republicans have
such a slight majority in the present con-
gress and will therefore be virtually pow-
erless to bring absolute ruin to American
industries is a matter of congratulation to
the wool growers of Montana. The ad-
vanced pries they now obtain for the sta-
ple is the result of that fact.

THERE are in the pension department a
good many clerks who are themselves
pensioners. They are reported to have
caught the Tanner infection, and worked
for an increase of their own pensions in
order to relieve the surplus. It is related
that the most rapid success attended their
efforts. There is a deficiency now in the
pension appropriations.—St. Paul Globe.

FORT BENTON furnishes the constitu-
tional convention with two very impor-
tant and most excellent officers—chief
clerk and chaplain. Mr. Todd will see
that the records of the body are kept all
right, while Mr. lowes will attend to its
spiritual welfare. In the matter of writ-
ing snd praying Fort Benton comes to
front every time.

THE Helena Independent is publishing
short biographical sketches and portraits
of the members of the constitutional con-
vention. Some of the cuts are very good
while the artist got a bad "scald" on
others. The enterprise, however, is a
commendable one on the part of the In-
dependent and evidences the lead that
journal has gained over its Helena con-
temporaries.

THE "Granite Mountain Star" is the
name of a bright little six column folio
which unannounced has made its appear-
ance in the constellation of Montana
newspapers. The second number, which
is before us, is replete with local news
and evidences marked ability in its prep-
aration. The RIVER Pams extends the
right hand of fellowship to the _twinkler
on the hill near Philipsburg and wishes
it abundant success in the newspaper
world.

AND now comes Mitchell who tells just
how Kilrain will best Sullivan. He will
play around the big one till he winds him
and then he will get in his work and
knock him out. The plan reads all right,
but what will Sullivan be doing while
Kilrain is "winding him?" If we were
Kilrain's adviser we would advise him to
hire somebody to "wind" Sullivan before
he started in to play the great knock out
act. The danger lies in winding Sullivan.

THE constitutional convention has an
excellent presiding officer in Hon. W. A.
Clark. His experience and knowledge of
parliamentary rules will materially aid
the convention in properly shaping and
disposing of its work, while his forbear-
ance and courtesy will smooth the way to
a dispassionate discussion of the impor-
tant business before it. The work of a
deliberative body is greatly simplified
with a good presiding officer in the chair.
The convention is to be congratulated
upon its selection of a president.

_
THR RIVER PRESS is pleased to note

that there is no exhibition of undue haste
on the part of the constitutional conven-
tion to complete its labors. There is a
pronounced desire upon the part of every
member to give ample time for the con-
sideration of every subject that will come
before it. This is eminently right and

proper. No higher duties than those of
framing the organic law of the land can

be imposed upon any body of men, and

abundant time should be devoted to the

work. The convention will probably not
complete its labors before the end of the
present month.

THE RIVER PRESS would remind capital
locators that Benton is still in the field
for the honor. A place which presents so
many advantages for the seat of govern-
ment of a great state as Benton does,
should not nor cannot be overlooked
when the question of its permanent loca-
tion shall be determined. Nature has
done more for Benton in the matter of
permanent surrounding resources than
she has done for any other city in the
territory and the fact will be thoroughly
comprehended when the mines, which are
the attraction of the western half of the
territory, shall become exhausted.

TUE verdict of the Johnstown coroner's
jury will not be questioned by those who
are conversant with the cause of the ever
memorable, terrible disaster which over-
took that place. The giving way of the
dam above the town caused the loss of
thousands of human lives and those who
are responsible should be held to a strict
accountability. Whether they will be so
held remains to be seen. The jury after
weeks of investigation fearlessly did its
duty. What will now be done with the
Sonth Fork club that caused the con-
struction of the death trap?

THE hearts of stockmen and farmer
are still being made glad by a continuous
fall of rain, Although most of the grass
on the ranges is pretty thoroughly cured
there are many places where it is still
green. The present rains will continue
its growth while the streams and other
watering places for stock will receive a
new supply. Gardens and late sown
grains will come forward with a rush and
where no yield of grain was expected,
from a half to two-thirds of a crop will be
harvested. These rains are full of prom-
ise to the drouth stricken ranges and
farms of Montana.

THE governors of Louisiana and Miss-
issippi are apparently determined to pre
vent the Sullivan-Kilrain mill. But their
efforts will amount to nothing if the men
are in earnest. Fighters, like lovers,
laugh at locksmiths, and will find a way
to meet. If the managers had selected
Butte as the battle ground, they would
have been welcomed there with open
arms and hospitable doors. Butte is the
prize fighters paradise and a slugging
match between the two great big brutes
would be a refreshing break in the
monotonous routine of murders and sui-
cides which no longer attract the atten-
tion of its people.

SECRETARY WINDOM will no longer re-
ceive personal applications for office. It
takes up too much of his time to listen to
their appeals. Applicants hereafter must
apply by cards, something after the fol-
lowing style: John Smith, Dogtown,
Indiana, would like appointment as clerk
in treasury department; has damned
democrats since he could talk; is presi-
dent of Dogtown republican club; voted
for Harrison and the entire republican
state, district, county and township
ticket, and manipulated ten of Dudley's
block of five. Refers to congressman--
of the district.

THE sheriff and county commissioners
of Silver Bow county can't agree as to
who shall appoint the death watch over
the murderer Roberts. The sheriff ap-
pointed a man to serve as such and the
commissioners appainted another. The
sheriff wouldn't let the latter's man in
the jail, and Judge DeWolfe being ap-
pealed to he sustained the action of the
sheriff. The commissioners, it is said, will
probably appeal to the supreme court.
There must be a screw loose somewhere
in the law that admits of such a disagree-
ment. The sheriff's whole duty cannot be
clearly defined or such an intelligent body
of men as the commissioners of Silver
Bow county could not mistake their re-
sponsibility in the matter.

THE interest shown in the result of the
Sullivan-Kilrain fight is not a flattering
commentary upon the civilization of the
day. It is safe to say that the English
speaking people throughout the world
have ears and eyes today for nothing save
news from the vicinity of New Orleans,
and until definite word shall be received
from the scene of battle as to the result
of the meeting their anxiety will not be
lessened. This condition of things offers
a wide field for the moralist, but we fail
to see how he will make himself felt.
The Adam in man's nature is bound to
crop out when a big prize fight is about
to come off.

SUCH IS FAME.

The following from a territorial con-
temporary is too good to be lost:
Spokane is a Montana horse and was

raised by Mr. W. Armstrong, of Helena.
Mr. Armstrong has always said that be
would some day astonish the natives; but
it is doubtful whether he or Col. Hund-
ley, Spokane's experienced trainer, ever
expected that he would shake the stuffing
out of the imperious blue grass racers of
Old Kentuck.
It old Noah Armstrong should read the

abeve excerpt there would be one less
"educator of the public" in Montana.
And Col. Hundley. Helena's ex-mayor and
Lewis and Clarke's ex-councilman, is call-
ed an "experienced horse trainer." Such
is fame. Now what is an "imperious"
blue grass racer?

GOOD NEWS.

The democratic party of Montana hails
with joy the announcement that Senator

Ingalls, Congressmen McKinley, Reed and
Burrough, Tom Fitch of Nevada and
"blocks of five" Dudley will soon visit this
territory in the interest of their sorely dis-
tressed republican brethern. It is pre-
sumed these gentlemen are fairly intelli-
gent, that they are eloquent of speech and
will not hesitate to answer fully every le-
gitimate question which the truth seek-
ing democrats of Montana may ask them.
Thus far the republican press and orators
of the territory have carefully avoided
answering many questions which have
been persistently and seriously asked
them.
For instance the question has been put

to them: why it is that labor strikes which
were unknown in this country before the
organization of the republican party are
now so frequent aMong workingmen? No
answer has been made to it. Again it has
been asked how it happens that over
300,000 millionaires have been created un-
der a republican administration of the
government while before that party came
into power the number did not exceed
1,000, and that with this great increase in
the number of the very rich the laboring
men of the country daily became poorer
and less able to provide for themselves
and their families. This question lois
also been met with the silence of the
tomb.
And then again the question has been

repeatedly asked by Montanians why the
leading republicans of the nation were so
willing to play into the hands of the gold
bugs by constantly opposing the coinage
of silver, and why every republican Unit-
ed States treasurer persistently refused
to coin more than the minimum amount
of the metal as provided for under the
Bland law. No answer has been given to
this question.
And still again- democrats have asked

why the republican party has always
shown such marked hostility to the vital
interests of this territory in its persecu-
tions and prosecutions of miners and farm-
ers who to develop and improve their
properties used the timber upon the pub-
lic domain, which privilege was denied
them by Carl Schurz and the spies he
had scattered over the territory. The
answer to this question, like those of the
rest, has been studiously evaded by the
republican press and speakers of the ter -
ritory, and we repeat it the democrats of
the territory will heartily welcome Ingalls
and his company if they will vouchsafe
explanations denied them by the coward-
ly republican prints of Montana. There-
fore we say the announcement of their
coming is good news to democrats. The
latter have many other questions to ask
them.

THE INTER MOUNTAIN'S GAME.

The Inter Mountain has but two strings
to its fiddle—Mexican lead and Hauser.
When it tires of playing upon the former
it raises a straw effigy of the latter and
then proceeds to fiddle it down. In the
meantime Mexican lead, which was first
imported into this country under a law
passed during a republican administra-
tion, continues to come in unchecked,
and Gov. Hauser, like every other indus-
trious private citizen, is strictly attending
to his own business.
The RIVER PRESS is not the defender of

a republican law nor is it the personal
organ of Governor Hauser, but it fails to
see wherein the Inter Mountain is effect-
ing anything by attacking a republican
measure, passed by a republican United
States senate, signed by a republican
president and ruled upon by a republican
judiciary committee of the senate. The
democrats are in no way responsible for
the act nor the rulings made under it.
The republicans alone are responsible for
both and hence the Butte partisan sheet
wastes ammunition in firing at them. It
aims at democrats and hits republicans
every time.
The Inter Mountain is equally unfortu-

nate in its attacks upon Governor Hauser.
That gentleman is a private citizen en-
gaged in a private business and therefore
is not a legitimate subject for newspaper
criticism. The Inter Mountain affects to
believe that Mr. Hauser is a candidate
for the United States senate, but it can-
not name a single democratic newspaper
iii the territory that has announced him
as such, nor has it the shadow of authori-
ty for its statements. Its fear is father
to the thought. It therefore wastes its
ammunition in firing at Hauser.
The democratic press of the territory

might with an equal show of reason assert
that Col. Sanders and Lee Mantle are
avowed candidates for the United States
senate. They might charge that Mantle
has been and is still laying wires to cap-
ture the honor and be quite as near the
truth as is the Inter Mountain in declar-
ing that Hauser is working for it. It has
long been known that the manager of the
Inter Mountain has been nursing a
senatorial bee of huge proportions in his
bonnet, but we do not recollect that his
organ has openly announced his candida-
cy. It indirectly admits it, however, in
attacking those who might be his most
dangerous competitors.
The Inter Mountain's game is easily seen
through. It proposes to pave the way
for its own candidate by continuous at-
tacks upon prominent democrats. Hau-
ser is among those against whom it will
direct its batteries. Possible west side
democratic candidates will receive atten-

tion in due time. And then Mr. Mantle,
"being in the hands of his friends," will

be modestly urged as the proper man to
represent the west side in the United

States senate. The Inter Mountain is

working to accomplish this end.

THE CHAMPION & WHITELEY

Solid Steel Mowers and Binders

For lightness of draft, simplicity and durability, these Mowers
and Binders are, without question,

r1-1HEIE 1E311[69 41:301%T .1111.11."1-1E-1[

The Yankee Hay Rake,
With _steel wheels, one or two horse,

LEADS THEM ALL!!

A FULL STOCK OF

Duplicate Parts of all Machines
Constantly on hand.

The Champion Light Mower, rear cut.
The Champion Steel Mower, front cut.
The Champion Ball-joint Mower, front cut. mins lEniE 9E"
Whiteley's Solid Steel Mower, front cut. )
Champion Harvesters and Binders.

ON EARTH!

I. G. BAKER & CO., - - Agents
FORT BENTON, - - - MONT.

OVERLAND, HOTEL
HAS BEE 

RE-OPENED.
By the undersigned proprietor of the house. The
hotel is thoroughly refitted and furnished, offering

First-class Accommodations
to the traveling public. It is my desire to restore
the old-time excellent reputation of the Overland,
and to that end no pains or expense will be spared.
I have established the following prices:

Board by the week $6.00
Board by the Meal  50

Board and Room $10 per week

Three Meal Tickets $1.00

First-class Bar in Connection.

Give the Overland a trial and see if I do not
make it pleasant for you.

C11.48. HO WE.

PARK STABLES!

E. W. LEWIS, Proprietor.
Livery, Sale and Feed Stables.

Light and Heavy Turnouts by the day, week or
month. Fine Teams a Specialty. Horses,
Wagons, Buggies and Harness on hand at all times
and for sale at reasonable prices.

13 .11. N
OF—

MEI Mk
Transact a General Banking

Business.
Buy and sell Exchange on the commercial centers

of the United States.

Pay Interest on Time Deposits.

Will give special attention to the business of North-
ern and Central Montana, and will make such

loans to stockmen and farmers as are
suited to their requirements.

Leal Securities a Specialty.
Collections and all other business entrusted to us

will receive prompt and careful attention.

COLLINS DUBE & Co.
FRONT STREET, - - - FORT BENTON, M. T.

ALFRED F. ROGERS,
FIRE  

INSURANCE,
FORT BENTON, Mont.

A full line of the best Eng-

lish and American companies.

BENTON FEED LIVERY* AND SALE STABLES,
Cori Benton and Main Sts., Fort Benton, M.T.

Nr flack and Bus Line to the Depot.
with all trains.

JOHNSTON & ROUSE, Props.ehttrArc s Reasonable.

W. J. MINAR,
DRUCCIST.

FORT BENTON, MONTANA.

DEALER IN

Drugs, Notions, Toilet Articles, Perfumery
Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils,

Etc., Etc.

Fine Perfumes and Toilet Ar-
ticles a Specialty.

ESTABLISHED 1877.

JAS. ilfellMLAN & CO

These stables have been re-
built and remodeled through-
out and are second to none in
the city.

Special attention given vi
all stock left at my stables.

Horses and buggies bought
and sold, and always on hand
for customers

making connections

•9
PROPRIETORS OF THE

Minneapolis Sheepskin Tannery,
AND DEALERS IN

HIDES,SHEEPPELTS,PURS,WOOL,TALLOW.
Ginseng and Seneca Root.

SHEEP PELTS & FURS A SPECIALTY.101, 103 & 105 Second St North.
Shipments Sollcit-d, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Write for Circulars.
 --

It J. WACKKRLIN. T. C. POWER & BRO. I. G. BAKER a co

H. J. WACKERLIN & CO.,
Front StreV,./ Benton, M. T.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

Bar Iron, Wagon Timbers, Horse Shoes and Nails,
Tinware, Stoves, Barb Wire, Tin and Sheet

Iron Roofing and Sheet Iron Coods of
all Kinds,Window Class, Queens-

ware and Classware, Etc.

%gents for Lallin & Rand Powder Co.

Charter Oat, Acorn Cooling and Beating Stoes and Westminster Base Burr
Shires in torl

air We have the largest and heat equipped TIN SHOP in the territory, andwe are ottrselves mechanics we are prepare,' to contract for Tin Rooting, Gutter'-Pipes and all kinds of Job Work, and will gnarantee to give thorongh satisfactionto all nf patTnfia.

Orders by Mail Promptly Attended to.
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