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DEMOCRATIC senators cannot entertain

any proposition looking to a compromise

with the rumps. Compounding felony is

a crime under the statutes of Montana

Tnosi: two unoccupied chairs in the

senate chamber at Wrshington would

better remain empty forever than be till-

ed by men whose title to them was gained

through fraud.

IT would not be surprising if before this

congress shall expire, the republican ma-

jority swear it was the author of the

Mills bill and always favored free wool

and a tariff for revenue only.

FOR sale An assorted lot of precedents

warranted to tit any cam). Parties desir-

ing a first class article can be supplied at

a reasonable price by calling at the Jour-

nal office, Helena. Montana. Job lots at

reduced rates.

"THE people of Hontana will hear from

Carter," shrieks Bubby Reed of the Inter

Mountain. Yes they have heard from

him through his vote for anti-silver Reed

for speaker of the house and now they

propose he shalt bear from them next fall.

Ie representative Carter will introduce

• _a bill in the house providing for the es-

tablishment of a land office at Fort Ben-

ton and press it to a successful conclusion

he will confer an inestimable blessing up-

'on the people of Northern Montana an d

place them under obligations to him.

T 14 V. president's message treats of near-

ly forty different subjects of national im-

portance and interest. Its absence of di-

rectness and positiveness is lamentably

apparent. As a public document solving

the problem of "how not to say it" it will

take a prominent place among the ar-

chives of the nation.
_

The total debt of the nation is $1,617,

372,419. Total cash in the national treas-

ury, 4401249,197. Secretary Windom esti-

mates the appropriations required for

1890 at 4323,467,488 and for 1891 at $341,

428,077. The annual cost of running the

government, according to Windom's esti-

mates is about 46 for each man, woman

and child in the United States.

THE favorable report of the civil ser-

vice commission is love's labor lost upon

President Harrison and his cabinet. They

have no use for the late Senator Pendle-

ton's civil service law and the request of

the commission for an appropriation of

$53,000 to carry on the work during the

next fiscal year will meet with stubborn

opposition from the present congress.

NOTWITHSTANDING speaker Reed has

repeatedly placed himself on record as

opposed to appropriations for the im-

provement of the rivers and harbors of

the country, it is hoped representative

Carter will urge upon the house commit-

tee on appropriations the necessity of an

appropriation of 4.500.000 for the improve-

ment of the upper Missouri river. That

will do for a starter. Mr. Carter under-

stands the importance of the work and

if his clarion voice be raised in its behalf,

the sum will doubtles be readily appro-

priated

THF. Minneapolis Tribune, with true

•.vestern enterprise, comes to the front

again apparently fully recovered from its

recent baptism of tire. It has secured

new quarters and will soon have sew

presses and type, when it will appear in

better shape than ever before. If the

:oss of life which attended the destruc-

tion of the building which it formerly oc

cupied will lead the managers of other

large metropolitan journals to provide

against like catastrophies by fire the un-

fortunate men who were consumed in the

ill-fated structure will not have died in

vain.

Tee Montana delegates to the St. Lou-

is silver convention respectfully request-

ed the Hon. Thomas H. Carter not to vote

for Reed for speaker on account of his

hostility to the interest they represented

at that gathering. The delegates mis-

took their man. Carter has a mind of

his own. Those old time republicans,

Captain Mills, Major Walker. Con Khors

and Dr. Mussigbrod who were among

the delegates and joined in the request

didn't know what is best for them and so

Carter treated their wishes with con-

temptous silence and voted for Reed.

That's the kind of stuff Carter is made of,

and he doesn't care who knows it.

Ust.Ess the somewhat tardy democra'.'

E tate senators immediately come forward

prove property and take their seats at the
court house room the Helena Journal

threatens to break the legislative dead-

lock by giving Lieut. Governor Rickards

a vote in the organization of the senate

and thus set that body and the rumps at

the very pleasant task of going through

the farce of electing two United States

senators. Of course there is neither law

nor precedent for such action but law and

precedent are not troubling the state

stealers at this stage of the game. What

they want is just one vote and as neither

Bernard nor "Cholly" Jones can be press-

ed into service just now they look to

Rickards to pull the chestnuts out of the

tire. Will he do it?

A 81.00 premium and the RIVER
I as one year. .or 43.50.

MINERAL LANDS.

Speaking of the mineral lands lying

within the grant of railroads running

through mineral belts, Secretary Noble in

his report says. "If legislation is not

made on this subject the department will

have to decide _within the reservation of

the law whether the railroad is entitled to

any concessions whatever." In the next

sentence the secretary gives his opinion

as to the course which should be pursued

in dealing with railroad companies claim-

ing mineral lands under grants. He says:

"Mineral lands should be preserved for

the people and there is no claim on the

part of the railroads to obtain these

sources of vast wealth not intended for

them that should be humored to the

least degree beyond the law."

A fair interpretation of the secretary's

language warrants the assertion that in

cafes congress fail to perfect legislation

controlling the disposition of these miner-

al lands he would, upon proper represen-

tation they were mineral in character, re-

fuse to issue patents to them to railroad

companies claiming them under a grant.

This being the case the course to be pur-

sued by Montana miners suggests itself.

They should not only urge upon congress

the necessity of protecting the lands by

proper legislation, but furnish it evidence

of their mineral character. . The first

step, we understand, has been taken, and

the second is in course of progress. Noth-

ing more can bc done.

We understmcd the cause of the uneas-

iness and anxiety felt by the republican

press of Montana over this matter. They

know that if the Northern Pacific railroad

company receive patents to the mineral

lands within its grant in this state dur-

ing Harrison's administration it will kill

the republican party in Montana forever.

That is about the measure of their feeling

in this matter. A party which will coolly

and deliberately plan to steal a state can-

not feel much indignation over the at-

tempt of a railroad company to steal a

few acres of mineral lands. Its newspa-

pers care not so much for the land as

they do for their party. For every howl

they raise over the threatened danger to

our mineral lands they utter a dozen over

the threatened danger to their party.

We confess the estimate thus placed

upon the sincerity of the republican

newspapers of Montana is a very low one

but we submit the state stealing proclivi-

ties they have recently •developed justify

it. How they would act if the conditions

were reversed—that is, if the administra-

tion were democratic, is evidenced by the

decided stand they took last winter against

the passage of the omnibus admission

bill simply that the republicans might

reapethe honor of admitting the fcur new

states into the Union. This is a matter

of record. Fortunately for the people of

Montana the democratic press of the state

and the leading men of the party have

taken hold of this mineral land question

and if any railroad corporation shall re

ceive titles to lands containing precious

metals they cannot be held responsible.

They have done their duty. It now re-

mains for a republican congress and a re-

publican president to do their part. If

they fail not the mineral lands of the
state will be preserved for her miners.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

- If the people of the United States look

for evidences of ripe statesmanship in

President Harrrisoia's first message to

eongrqss, they will be disappointed. If

they look for the utterances of the astute

politician whose expressions are suscep-

tible of such interpretation as may best

suit the purposes or interests of his party

in different sections of the union, they

will have no cause to complain. Where

his discussion of the more important sub-

jects presented is not evasive it is ambig-

uous. It shows the timidity and shuffling

of the time server, rather than the honest

convictions of a man possessing the cour-

age to express them in clear-cut unmis-

takeable language. His treatment of the

two most important matters which occu-

py the minds of the people of the west,

and of the country generally—the tariff

and the question of silver coinage—is

eminently unsatisfactory.
He recommends a revision of the tar-

iff, but whether the revision should be in

the line of material reduction upon those

articles which necessarily enter into the

homes of the workingmen of the country

is left to the conjecture of the reader. Re-

peating the recommendations made by

Cleveland he suggests that "the free list

can very safely be extended by placing

thereon articles that do not offer in-

jurious competition to such domestic pro-

ducts as our home labor can supply."

But not a word does he say about wool,
or sugar or iron or any other one of the
products of the country which are con-

';umed or manufactured by the people of

the country. He intimates that the in-
ternal tax may be taken off tobacco, and
from spirits used in the arts and manu-

factures, but does not say it should be

taken off or retained. The president evi-

dently does not care to incur the wrath
of the prohibitionists nor the ill will of

the tobacco growers.
That part of his message devoted to a

consideration of the question of silver

coinage affords no encouragement to the

silver miners of the west. He is not in

favor of the free and unlimited coinage

of the metal. He is a gold bug of the

first water, but he lacks the courage to

acknowledge it. He voices the sentiments

of Wall street but conceals them in mean-

ingless phrases. He has, however, the

candor to admit, what every democratic

paper and democratic speaker in Montana

have deela.ed for years, that "Coe evil an

ticipations which have accompanied the

coinage and use of silver dollars have not

been realized," But he goes no farther

in his admissions. On the contrary, he

proceeds to throw a wet blanket on the

proposition of free silver coinage so gen-

erally urged by the people of the west, as

follows:
"I think it is clear that if we should

make the coinage of silver at the present

ratio free we must expect a difference in

bullion values of gold and silver dollars

will be taken account of in commercial

transactions, and I fear the same result

would follow any considerable increase of

the present rate of coinage."

This is the same old argument which

has been iterated and reiterated by mo-

nometallists during the pastt decade

against the coinage of standard silver

dollars. It has been used by every re-

publican secretary of the treasury and

every republican president since the pass-

age of the Bland coinage bill, in 1878. I
They professed to be afraid that the con-

tinued c-)inas, c,r the metal would serious-

ly interfere s immercial transac-

tions of the country and with the pros-

perity of the people, still the mints have

been running right along turning out sil-

ver dollars, and none of these anticipated

evils have overtaken the country. Silver

dollars and silver certificates are accepted

side by side with gold and the people de-

mand more of them.

The total coinage of standard silver dol-

lars since the Bland act went into effect

is 4313,638,000. Of this amount only

46,219,577 remain in the treasury vaults

unrepresented by certificates. This fact

does not bear out the belief that the con-

tinued coinage of the metal even at the

maximum monthly amount would disar-

range the finances of the country. Yet

President Harrison does not favor any

increase in its monthly coinage. In con-

cluding h.s remarks upon this subject

he refers to a plan evolved by Secretary

Windom to issue notes or certificates upon

deposits of surer bullion at its market

value, but he refrains from passing an

opinion upon it. And thus the president

leaves the two most important questions

before the people without a recommenda-

tion or sensible suggestion concerning

their disposition by congress. Montan-
ians can hope for no encouragement to
their leading industry from President
Harrison's administration.

GOVERNMENT WARDS.

Choteau county has two reduced Indian

reservations within its boundaries—the

Fort Belknap and Blackfeet. The In-

dians upon them are fed and clothed by

the federal government. They get week-

ly rations of beef, flour, coffee, etc., and

annual distributions of blankets att

clothing. They also have farms and some

stock and raise large quantities of vegeta-

bles for their use and for sale. The gov-

ernment also supplies each agency with a

white farmer to teach them how to culti-

vate their lands, a blaCksmith to keep

their agricultural implements in repair

a physician to attend their bodily ali-

ments, school teachers to direct them in

their studies, and an agent to oversee

things and see that all employes do thier

duty. Each agency is a community or

little world of its own of which the agent

is the governor. He appoints his police

force from among his charge, preserves

order and settles many of the little dis-

putes arising among them. The Indians

still maintain their tribal relations; they

are not taxed and therefore do not exer-

cise any of the rights of an American citi-

zen. The state has laws prohibiting the

sale of intoxicating liquors among them

and as far as possible shielding them from

harmful contact with their white neigh-

bors.
In view of these facts it would seem

that little or no difficulty should be ex-

perienced in keeping the Indians upon

their reservations; in making them com-

paratively contented and happy and ad-

vancing them to a higher state of civiliza-

tion. That is the object of confining

theni within certain boundaries, of pro-

viding them food raiment and instruction

and an agent to look to their welfare. If

these ends are not reached there is a

screw loose somewhere—some duty is

neglected for which the government or

the government's agent should be held

responsible. The taxpayers of Choteau

county should not suffer for the delin-

quencies of either. That is a just propo-

sition. They have no voice in selecting

the lands for the Indians nor in appoint-

ing the men who are paid to look after

them. In fact the tax payers are in no

way, shape or manner consulted as to the

care or disposition of these Indians and

should not be held responsible for their

actions. The Indians are wards of the

government, not of the people of Choteau

county, and as such the government

should be responsible for their care, theit

management and their actions.

But such appears not to be the case.

The care and management of these In-

dians are relegated to other hands but

the tax payers of Chotean county are

held responsible for their actions. If one

of them commit a crime the cost of his

arrest, trial and conviction falls upon the

tax payers. At the present time there are

rive of these government wards in the

county jail at Fort Benton held for trial

upon the charge of horse stealing. The

county must foot the cost of the board

and trial of the thieves. We hold this is

wrong. Measured by exact justice it is

an outrage upon the People. The gover
n-

ment should foot the cost of their prose-

cution. This is a self-evident proposition.

The Indians are directly under the con-

trol of the government. They do not pay

a cent in the shape of taxes or otherwi
se

to the support of a county or state orga-
nization and ,they should not become a

charge upon- it. The claim may as con-
sistently be made that the county should

gratuitously support Indian paupers and
furnish hospital accommodations, medi-

cal attendance and medicine for sick In-

dians as that it should board and prose-
cute Indian criminals at its own cost. It

may be the law, but there is no justice

in it and legislation should be perfected

that will relieve a county of such an oner-

ous burden.
An inefficient Indian agent could soon

clear his agency of dangerous or refrac-

tory Indians by winking at or encourag-

ing their horse stealing or other criminal

proclivities and fill the jails of three or
four counties in the state. It is an easy

matter for them to do this and bankrupt

the counties. While it may not be prob-

able they would lend themselves to such

a scheme it is possible to encompass the

end and it is against such a possibility
the counties should be protected. Con-

gressman Carter's attention is reepeetfully

called to this matter. Choteau county

steeds ready to prosecute and punish In

criminals, maintaining tribal rela-

tions, to the extent of its power, but the

goveantnent should bear the cost of the

pr se-ution. That is the point the RIVER

PR I.:SS makes.

SEND THEM HONE.

Our cup of rejoicing is dashed by the
sight of two vacant chairs in the senate
made ready for the occupancy of repre-
sentatives of Montana's newly acquired
sovereignty.—Helena Herald.

Send home those five frauds from Sil-

ver Bow county now occupying seats in

your rump house, Mr. Herald, and our

"cup of rejoicing" will no longer be

"dashed." But just so long as they insult

the people of Montana by claiming seats

to which they have not the shadow of a

right,-and. by their presence in them as

representatives of the freemen of Silver

Bow, just so long will "our cup of rejoic-

ing" be "dashed." Do you see the point

Mr. Herald?

9 Cords
Runs Easy

NO BACKACHE.

10 HOURS

RV ONE MAN. Write for descripttye catalogue con.
taining t,stimontals front hundreds of people who have

sawed from 4 to cords daily. 25,0.0110W successfully used.
A vencv can be had where there is a vae..ney. A fiEW
INVENtION for filing saws sent free with each marble,, by
the use of this tool everybody can tile their own saws
now and dO it better than the greatest expert can with-
out it. Adapted to all cross-cut saws. Every one who
owns a saw should have one. Ask your dealers or write
FOLDING SAWING MACHINE co., awl to 511
bout's. Canal Street, Chicago, IlL

PROPERTY LIST.

THE RIVER PRESS -COMMISSION AGENCY

has for sale the following property, and corres-

pondence is respectfully requested regarding the

same; also a large number of improved building

lots in the Fort Benton Reservation addition, at rea-
sonable figures. When writing please designate

Property by number attached.
Vve invite correspondence from all .those who

wish to sell real estate, live stock, and similar de-

scription cf property.

Ranch Property. •

101.A fine stock ranch on the Shonkin. consisting
of 86S acres, 1,500 acres fenced) furnished complete

with everything for carrying on extensive dairying

and stock raising business, sheds for 300 head of,
cattle, work horses, wagons farm machinery, dairy

'
utensils etc. Also 175 head of cattle, (125 cow stock,

and 50 steers) h grade Shorthorns. Ranch prop-

erty will be soldseparately if wished, or entire out-
fit will be offered at reasonable figures.
119. A valuable sheep ranch on Dog creek; title to

440 acres under fence, water rights and ditches; also

tree claim of 160 acres. Sheds for 6,000 sheep, hos-

pital sheds, storehouse, stables, corrals, etc. Ilas

good log house of five rooms and three other houses.

Have on hand two hundred and fifty tons of hay

Controls good summer range, provided with neces-

sary corrals, etc. Also 4,500 stock sheep, high grade

shearing 7)i pounds in ordinary seasons.
103. Good stock ranch of 160 acres on Arrow

creek, 40 miles from Fort Benton; ditch is taken

out of Arrow creek, 20 acres broken and property

partly fenced, convenient to timber and good water

plenty, log cabins, stables, etc.; good location for

any kind of stock.
113. Ranch of 320 acres near Fort Benton, all pat-

ented,200 acres under fence, SO to 90 acres cultivat-

ed. Good frame house of 4 rooms, stables and

granary; well of good water, constant supply. Will

be sold cheap.
114. A fine farm on Shonkin, 21 miles south of

Fort Benton, 480 acres title to all, with improve-

ments, tools, etc; good house granary, stables, etc.

bWleatperrorpiegrhttyand irrigating dit!ches. A very desira-

115. 103 acres of unimproved land adjoining ceme-

tery, and extending down in bottom adjoining Riv-

erside addition to Fort Benton. U. S. Patent. Will

he sold at low figure.
117. The Thos. Boffin ranch, on Highwood, 26

miles from Benton; 160 acres, U. S. patent, all

fenced. 'Log cabin and small log stable, two good

springs ‘1, ill be sold at a bargain.
120. A fine ranch of 820 acres near Townsend; two

good log dwelling houses with outbuildings to each,

230 acres in cultivation, two good water rights. 
Has

130 acres finest growing wheat in valley, 30 to 
40

bushels to acre. Plenty of straw and grass feed for

winter. Pasture well 'sheltered, with stream of

water running through it.
121. Fine ranch of 160 acres all under fence si

x

miles from White Sulphur Springs. Frame 
house

of .6 rooms, and full complement of outbuil
dings.

Good bottom land with second water right; 
tools

and implements included. Plenty of hay and good

range. have also for sale 50 head stock cattle, 
ten

milk cows and three work horses. Properties sold

together or separate.
Itn. Patent to 320 acres; patent also to 160 

acres;

commuted homestead if required to 160 acre
s more;

timber claim of 40 acres, and 40 acres hill land 
non-

accessible for outside entry: 720 acres in all. 
Five

roomed dwelling house, log stable for 8 hor
ses, and

isntaibilieghfourood 
valley.

V cows,granary, etc. Property situated

124. 160 acres on Wolf creek, patented a
nd all

fenced.; log and frame house of 4 rooms, barn,
 !ear

Me, etc. About three miles from Stanford. Also

band of about 50 head horses.

Live Stock.

124. Band of about 50 head horses. See 
124 in

ranch property list.
101. Cattle for sale. See 101 in ranch property

list.
118. A fine 2-year old jack, Wi hands 'high

, color

grey, thoroughly acclimated and in good order.

Will be sold at reasonable price, and can be 
seen at

owner's ranch on Marias.
119. Stock sheep for sale. See 119 in ranch pro-

perty list.
12i. Fifty head stock cattle. ten milk 

cows, three

work horses. See 121 in ranch propert
y.

Town Property. •

102. A neat and comfortable residence
 on Frank-

lin street: frame house and outb
uilding, 52,1 feet

front. Will be sold at a bargain.

104. The choice business location at corner of

Benton and Main streets; two lots, 7
0 feet front.

Will be sold at reasonable price.

105. Six lots on Franklin street, with 
house, well,

stable, etc. Owner will sell on favorable 
terms.

112. Small frame house and two 
lots on upper

Front street. Property is fenced, has good out-

buildings, well. etc.
116. Lots 11 and 12, Block 117, R

eservation addi-

tion, to be sold cheap.
122. Lots 17, 18, 19, 20, in block 55: l

ots 1, 2, 5, 6,

7, 8. 9 and 10, block 143: lots 3, 4, 5 and 
6, block 151;

and one-half of lot 9, block'12, city of F
ort Benton.

tgr- For further particulars regardin
g any of the

above property. address—THE RIVER 
PRESS COX-

JsSiON AoEstcv, For! Benton, Mont,

The Montana Stockman.

Subscribe for that valuable monthly

Price, t1.50 per ..ite .

1'1C1 PO
—DEALERS IN—

RC,

o co s,
Staple and Fancy Groceries,

HATS, CAPS, BOOTS, SHOES and NOTIONS,

Our stock in the above lines is now full and comple
te, and we are

offering special inducements to Stockmen and Ranchmen 
in tht shape of

reliable goods at bottom figures. We are enabled to do this by buying

largely from first hands, at inside prices.

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS

W e are ,ole agents tor the celebrated Wood's 
Mowers and Binders, and tor these

titmichines have always on hand a full line of extras.

The Best Hay Rake in use. Walking and Sulky Plows, Etc., Me.

: COOPER WAGONS

Wool Sacks, Twine, and Cooper's Sheep Dip.

—We keep a full and complete stock ot—

WINES, LIQUORS, BEER. AND CIGARS,
Both Imported and Domestic brands.

:o:

11.41-INIES* and SADDLERY 

special attention is califsl to our stock of flarnesq, Saddles, etc., which are of the_be
et

California and other celebrated makes. We keep a full stock of every

thing in this line required by the Cowboy trade.

Our Dry Goods Department !
Is the largest and most complete in Northern Montana. We have recently

secured the services of an experienced Dress Maker from the east,

and are now prepared to take orders for Dresses and Ladies'
Garments of all kinds. Satisfaction guaranteed.

•

: Inspection invited, in all Departments :

T. C. POWER 86 BRO. - Fort Benton, I T.

WM. G. BAILEY JEWELRY COMPANY,
—DEALERS 

WATCHES,  DIAMONDS,
SOLID SILVER AND PLATED WARE.

or SEND YOUR WATCHES to us for repairs: the work
will be thorough and the charges moderate.
We make a specialty of replacing the broken parts of Swiss

and American Watches.

1.3E1..alENTAL WIEC,NT•1".

R. S. HALE & CO.,
13.1 Tcr S,

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Glass, Etc.
tactli'- Orders by Mail promptl, attended to.

27 MAIN STREET, HELENA, MONT

LINIDSAY 6,z CO.,
1--=1_J-El\T_A_, MO N rr.

Jobbers of Meats, Fish,' Fruit, Produce,
Poultry, Oysters and Game.

Alc,Iress: i e American Writini
Machine Co., Hartford, Conn.;

New Ycrk OfTice, 237 Broadwaj.

Mir DEALER IN OFFICE SUPPLIES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Montana Agency—

CHAS. K. WELLS.

Bookseller and Stationer

HELENA - MONT.

JOS. SULLIVAN,

Filo 

MANUFACTURER OF

-:Harness and Saddlery:-

vir STOCK SADDLES A SPECIALT1. -ttis
Buggy and Team Harness of

every description.

CHAPS, BITS AND SPURS
OF EVERY KIND.

BEST LINE OF GOODS IN MONTANA•

Give me a eall before porebasinz elspwbrre.

'0.77 INEX7 ro.• .rf


