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INVESTIGATING BEEF VALUES.
_

If the senate committee of inquiry as
to the cause of depression in cattle values,
comes to any satisfactry conclusions, it

will not be due to any valuable informa-
tion furnished by Mr. Armour and his as-
sociates. So long as his cross-examination

, referred to matters of general opinion or
market reports. plausible answers were
readily given; but when it came to dis-
closing the secrets of a combination which
fixes the selling price for dressed beef
throughout the country, no information
was forthcoming.
During Mr. Armour's examination, he

submitted a carefully prepared statement,
purporting to show the actual figures for
his business transactions during the year
of 1888. From this document it appears
that Armour & Co., during that period.
slaughtered 340,649 head of cattle, of an
average weight of 1.114 pounds; their
average cost was claimed to have been
about 83.95 per hundred pounds, or 844
per head during th. t season. On the
basis of these figures, a table was com-
piled, tending to show that the sales of
beef, by-products, etc., resulted in a net
profit of only 81.22 to the packer. Whether
this is a bona-fide statement, or one ar-
ranged to suit the occasion, the public
has no means of knowing, but the general
impression will doubtless be that figures
in this case may have been manipulated
in a way that do not give the actual con-
dition of affairs. It is not long ago since
a prominent stock yard man gave figures
showing the net profit on each animal was
about 81.92, and if figures keep on declin-
ing in a similar ratio, we may expect that
the next expert testimony will show that
dressed beef men are in the business
simply for their health. The senate com-
mittee had but little success in their at-
tempt to ascertain who were stockholders
in the stockyards company, and the sus-
picion that numerous railroad officials are
interested in that institution was con-,
firmed by the refusal of its secretary to
furnish any information on the subject.
So long as the committee can secure only
such evidence as witnesses voluntarily
give, there is but little prospect of gain-
ing the information which will throw the
most light on the subject, and which
the public are most anxious to know.
The work of the committee is not yet by
any means completed, and it will be in-
teresting to compare the evidence given
by other packers.

WOOL MARKET.

The wool market has at last commenced
to show an upward movement, and pros-
pects are good for continued improve-
ment. The recent London sales showed
an advance of about 10 per cent. in values,
and this result had a direct and immed-
iate effect upon American markets. As
will be seen from the following, many lots
of wool cannot now be bought at the
figures ruling a short time ago. We quote
from the Boston Advertiser:
The stronger reports from London have

had an enlivening effect upon this mar-
ket, insomuch as buyers who have been
undecided about closing transactions, are
now disposed to purchase. In some in-
stances these buyers found that previous
offers were not open, and some large sales
of Ohio fleece were made at tic. advance.
The 10 per cent. advance in London was
rather more than was expected by dealers
here, although all were aware that con-
ditions were very strong on that side.
The outlook now is that very little Aus-
tralian wool of the new clip will be im-
ported, as without this market advances
considerably, no importer will be able to
get his money back. The market for fine
territory wools also shows more strength,
and holders are steadier in their views,
but as yet buyers have been slow to re-
spond. The various grades of Montana
are quoted at from 17 to 25 cents.
The Dry Goods Reporter remarks that

"Buyers who are lightly stocked have be-
come convinced that nothing is to be
gained by holding off, and now pay prices
for desirable lines that They had passed
for several weeks. An advance is now
asked for all fine delaine fleeces."

- _
CROPS WITHOUT WATER.

The government agricultural depart-
nient has been making some interesting
experiments in the arid regions of Kan-
sas, tending to show that the successful
raising of crops can be accomplished in
that section, without the usual recourse
to irrigation. Ordinary prairie land was
selected, and seeded to a variety of food
plants to test the capabilities of the soil.
The whole area was plowed to a depth of
about twelve inches, and harrowed until
thoroughly pulverized.
No water was supplied artificially to the

ordinarily parched land, and the experi-
mental party devoted its attention to
putting up buildings, while it waited to
Nee what would come up, without water,
from soil that for lack of water had never

produced anything before. Now, mark

the result:
Part of the ground was covered with

matted straw after the planting, and part

was not. The area left uncovered pro-

duced very little, for—as is usual in that

region of wind-swept plains—the powdered
surface-soil, with the seeds put in it, was
blown away. But the part covered with

the straw produced, without a drop of
water supplied, save from the scanty
rains, a far more abundant crop than was
raised, with first-rate irrigation to help,
on the rest of the eighty acres, which had
been sown to feed the mules and cattle of
expeditions.
In a word, it has been discovered—and

the Agricultural Department is, for the
first time, prepared to make the announce-
ment—that the average soil of the Great
American Desert can be made to produce
plentiful harvests of grasses, forage-plants,
and, if those, then also wheat, corn and
potatoes, without any more water than it
is supplied with at present. To accom-
plish the result, two things are needed--
the ground must be pulverized deeply, to
make a bed for holding the water that
falls in rain, and the planted surface must
be covered after tee sowing of the first
crop with matted straw. Subsequent
crops will require no straw, for the reason
that the matted roots will keep the dry
earth from being blown away.

Foote and Figure.

It is estimated that upon an average it
costs 17.85 cents per mile to run a loco-
motive.
Europe raises 1,200,000,000 bushels of

wheat yearly— twice as much as the
American production. Our wheat land
requires fifty million bushels for seed.
We export about ninety-five million bush-
els annually.
The original cost of Alaska to the 'Unit-

ed States was 87,000 000, or about two
cents per acre. Already the fur seal com-
pany has paid nearly 89,000,000 for the
privilege of taking seals from the Alaskan
waters, and the governor's report esti-
mates the annual revenue from all sources
at nearly ten million dollars.
The Minneapolis mills, twenty-two in

number, have a daily capacitj, of 37,475
barrels, or 224,850 barrels per week of six
days. The Pillsbury and Washburn mills
can make respectively 10,900 and 8,300
barrels per day, or together 115,200 bar-
rels per week. Minneapolis' heaviest
week was a little over 182,000 barrels.
Mr. Dodge, statistician of the depart-

ment of agriculture, gives the result of
an investigation, through agents and cor-
respondents, of the average weight of
wheat per bushel, by states. The average
weight of six wheat crops—those of 1883-
1888—is set down as 57.7 lbs. per bushel.
The present average is still lower, 56.5
pounds. The estimates for the sp'ring
wheat region are all very low--from 53.7
pounds in Dakota to 55 in Nebraska.

The Office Seeker.

The professional office seeker in this
country is a pitiable spectacle, and a
nuisance of large dimensions. The man
who is elected to office by the people is
frequently no better by nature or habit
than the man who pesters him almost to
death for an appointment. But he is re-
garded as a notch above the common herd
who must get into official position by ap-
pointment, if they get in at all. The de-
testable practice of cleaning out the pub-
lic service, when a new party is elevated
to power, wholly regardless of the com-
petency of the man who is turned out
and often regardless of the competency of
the man who is put in, is the direct cause
of much disgusting office seeking demon-
stration. The practice is a common one,
from the national government down to
the town government. Hence there is an
immense army of professional office seek-
ers. What a self-respecting, industrious,
competent man should want of an office
from which he is liable to be thrown at
almost any moment, is something we never
could understand; and the mystery is
greater, too, when we understand that the
pay for official service in many of the
offices is not great. Yet there are some
apparently decent men who are always
after office. The vast majority of the
small office hunting crowd, however, is
anything but decent. They are pot-house
politicians, bums, blacklegs, tax-eaters in
the worst sense of the term, and are peo-
ple that the community could easily spare
and lose none of its respectability. Yet
they are the fellows that usually get the
offices. It is a stubborn, humiliating fact
that a man,would not for a moment think
of admitting to his parlor one-half the
people who hold offices in this country.
Whether or not it will ever be different
we hardly know. We feel very sure that
it never will be until the farmers assert

power in some organized way.--
Xestern Rural.

A Lesson in Values.

The lesson of the cattle markets ought
to make a lively demand for good Short-
horn, Polled-Angus and Hereford sires, of

the beefy, early maturing, good feeding
sorts. While native cattle are sold for
one and a half to two cents per pound,
and hard to get rid of at that, good grade
steers of the beef breeds command five
cents for export, and are taken promptly

at that figure. This means that it pays

to raise cattle of good quality. It costs

as much to ,raise a pound of scrub as a
pound of choice beef, and yet it brings less
than half the price. Besides. good steers
of the beef breeds are ready for market
one year younger than scrubs, or natives,
which saves one winter and thus increases
profits. North Western Agriculturist.

Sources of Supply and Demand.

The statistical division of the govern-
ment animal bureau has compiled a state-
ment, showing the proportion existing
between population and cattle produc-
tion, from which we make the following
extracts:
The population shows an increase from

'23,191,876 in 1850, to 63,464,501 in 1888,
while the number of cattle has increased
from 17,778,907 to 48,923,880 in the same
period. The number of cattle per thou-
sand of population, however, has varied
from 815 (in 1860) to 618 (in 1870), attain-
ing 800 again in 1885, since which time it
has steadily decreased. In 1888 the fig
urea' were 771, or nearly the same as in
1850. The population since 1880 has been
estimated on the basis of '2 per cent. an-
nual increase, in addition to the immigra-
tion.
Since 1885 there has been a perceptible

and continuous decrease in the proportion
of cattle to population. In the three
years the decrease amounted to 25 per
1,000 of p;)1,711"ron. and the proportion of
cattle to Li 1888 was almost
exactly the same as in 1883.
In considering the proportion of cattle

to population, and in drawing conclusions
as to the relative beef supply in different
years, the fact should not be overlooked
that there has been a great change within
the last twenty years in the character of
steers that have been sent to market.
New and better blood has been infused
into the old stock, and the result is that
steers are marketed younger, weigh more,
and yield a larger proportion of carcass
than formerly. The beef supply obtained
from a given number of cattle is for this
reason considerably larger than it was a
few years ago. The increased number of
cattle per 1,000 of population does not.
therefore, represent the whole increase in
the beef supply, which has taken place
since 1870. There is, in addition, an in-
crease resulting from early maturity, size
and quality, which can only be estimated
with great difficulty' and uncertainty. •

An Important Land Hill.

Senator Cullom has introduced a bill
for the disposal of all public lands of the
United States in California, Oregon, Col-
orado, Nevada, Washington, Montana,
North and South Dakota, and in the
states that may be formed out of the
territories of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah,
Idaho, Wyoming and Alaska, and which
shall not have been otherwise disposed of
or reserved before the acceptance of this
act by the states and ratification by cog-
grees. It provides that those lands shall
be ceded to the states and eventual states
in which the lands lie, on condition that
the states shall convey not more than
eighty acres susceptible to remunerative
irrigation to any settler. If the state
shall elect to sell the lands, the proceeds
shall be used for the irrigation of such of
the lands as may be made remuneratively
productive. If the land is given to set-
tlers, it is to be taxed and the proceeds
applied to irrigation purposes.

A Story With a Moral.

Farmer—How many yards o' that truck
will it take ter make ther ole woman er
dress?
Clerk—About twelve, I should say.
,"At three cents er yard it comes ter

thirty-six cents. I reckon twelve's er
leetle need. Just cut off six
yards. Piths is mighty close an' we hey
ter be er leetle savin'."
"No buttons or thread?"
"No, I reckon not. She kin scratch up

ernuff o' them at home. Craps wan't ex-
tra this ye'r and we kain't erford ter fool
no money erway."
"Is there anything else?"
"I guess yer may wrap up er quarter's

wuth er sugar an' er dollar's wuth er
chawin' terbacker. 'Pears like er sin ter
fool erway money fer sugar, but ther ole
woman thinks she kain't live thoutin it,
an' ther habit o' usin' it's got such er holt
on 'er that she gits erway with er quarter's
wuth every month. *Say, mebby you'd
better put up two dollar's wuth o' that
terbacker, for I cayn't tell ef I'll be down
here ergin for er month, an' I want plenty
ter do me."—Time.

The Cowboy Juatice.

In the northern part of the state, says

the Vernon Texan, a justice of the peace

who had been a cowboy was elected, and

almost the first job he had to do was to

marry a pretty waitress to another cow-

boy. This is what constituted the cere-

mony:
Court—" You two rise upon your hind

legs before me, and grab your chip-hooks

together. Baldy Sours, was that your

name before you came to this state? If

so, do you wish lawfully to marry that

dimple daisy there ? "
Groom—" You bet !"

Court—" Daisy, are you strong minded

enough to cotton on to Baldy here all

your life, and stick to him tighter than

Jim Kidd can straddle a bucking bron-

cho ? "
Bride—" Yes."
Court—" C'rect. Now Baldy, slip that

Mexican ring on Daisy's left long finger.

That's right. Now, 'cording to the dignity

of my office and the laws of these here

states, I do pronounce you man and wife.

Go and trot in double harness, and don't

either of you kick out of the traces or go

hankering after outsiders. Five dollars,

please -- thanks. Now, Daisy, walk up

here and lick me right square under the

nose; that's one of the perquisites of this

office. Now, Baldy, she's good to look at,

and you'd better gun up the first good

looking fellow you catch fooling around

your ranch. What? Oh yes, don't mind

if I do : this talking is mighty dry work.

The court is adjourned."

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

How Our Northern Neighbors View the So-
called State Paper.

]Manitoba Free Press.]
In commenting upon President Harri-

son's first message to congress there will
be many comparisons made between it
and those able and lofty state papers with
which President Cleveland used to de
light the nation. In this respect, at least,
the advantage is all on the side of the
late president. As a literary production
Mr. Harrison's message is far from being
perfect; and the manner in which he
runs over the various topics which make
it up suggests that it might have been
prepared by some departmental clerk ac-
customed to drafting reports. So far as
the tone and matter of these annual mes-
sages are concerned, the United States
has certainly gained nothing by exchang-
ing Mr. Cleveland for Mr. Harrison.
It is it dull and uninteresting paper.

The subjects are arranged without any
regard td order or connection, and the
rnatter of them is often trivial. As the•
niersa,ge is that of the politician instead
of the statesman. this is perhaps natural.
Not a little discussion is given to land
pfeents in the Dakotas, which ought to
keep those already pronounced republi-
can states strong in the faith, The
shooting of Judge Terry who was supposed
to have designs on the life of Mr. Justice
Field, was an event of some magnitude
in the social life of the United States,
and not unnaturally created a great deal
iof talk. Yet one would scarcely expect
to find such an incident discussed at
length in the president's message, and
still less that it would be used as an ar-
gument to point out the necessity which
exists for greater diligence in protecting
the lives of federal officers. A paragraph
in relation to pensions will tend to allay
any apprehension in the minds of Grand
Army men, who may have taken alarm
over the dismissal of the late commission-
er, Tanner.
Something is said of the revision of the

tariff, and a recommendation made that a
constant eye be kept on the principle of
protection while the revision is being
made. The farmers are assured that
they, too, need protection, which will
doubtless please some of them and great-
ly amuse others. ( ' uriously enough, the
trusts are assailed, but why these chil-
dren of protection should be turned over
to the rabble to be stoned, while protec-
tion itself is so affectionately cared for, is
not explained. A liberal appropriation
for the navy is recommended; but Presi-
dent Harrison must not be accused of too
much boldness on this account, as this
policy has been forced on the present ad-
ministration by the action of the late sec-
retary, Mr. Whitney, who had incurred
large responsibilities in the same direc-
tion.

sit% er Coinage.

It makes no practical difference what
views the president or his secretary of the
treasury may have on the question of sil
ver coinage. That issue was disposed of,
so far as the Fifty-first congress is con-
cerned, when Mr. Reed was elected speak-
er. The president talked at the subject
and around it in his message, just as he
did on pretty much every other subject—
without committing himself to any definite
policy. He says in one breath that he is
an advocate of the use of silver in our
currency because we are large producers
of the metal and should not discredit it.
Yet in the next breath he hints at the
danger of increasing the coinage, and
warns congress not to tread on the dan-
gerous edge of such a peril. In other
words the chief aim of the message was
to shoulder all the responsibility of this
and other measures upon congress. And
it seems that the republican majority in
the lower house of congress anticipated
the president's two-faced attitude when
they elected Tom Reed speaker. They
wanted a man with opinions to define a
policy for them. Mr. Reed knows where
he stands, and although he stands in op-
position to the wishes of the masses, he is
not afraid to express himself. He is an
enemy of the silver dollar, and he in-
tends to put his party in line on this
question.- -St. Paul Globe.
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AKIN°
POWDER
Absolutely Pure.

This powder never varies. A marvel of purity.
strength and wholesomeness. More economical

than the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in com-
petition with the multitude of low test, short
weight, alum or phosphate powders. Sold only in

eau. ROYAL BAKING POWDER COMPANY, 106 Wall
street, New York.

This River Press.
---

Subscribe now for the WEEKLY RIVER
PRESs. Send it to "the old folks at home."

DRESSMAKING.
Rooms at Power & Bro.'s Store.

Misses Maggie and Nellie McCaig. of Sioux Falls,
Dak., will be found from and after this date at T

C. Power & Bro.'s dressmaking rooms, prepared

to execute work in the highest style of the art.

ALL WORK FIRST CLASS
And sstitanetion Guaranteed.

Fort Benton, Sept. 16th, 1680.

SELLING OUT AT COST!
I am selling out my entire stock of

MILLINERY GOODS.

Ladies wishing to purchase

CHEAP:-: FOR :-:C4S11

Will do well to call early and secure barzains.

MRS. J. THORPE,

(Ur. Main and Potter WO t1.4.. Fort Benton.

HAWK SzllAWKINS,
DEALERS 

WOOD,
COAL and

LUMBER,
Fort Benton. - Mont.

A full supply of wood and coal, both hard and soft,
constantly on hand.

Lumber of all Dimensions.
Mail and city orders respectfully solicited.

AIRED F. ROGERS,
FIRE 

INSURANCE,
FORT BENTON, Mont.

A full line of the best Eng-

lish and American companies.

SCOTT'S
EMULSION
CURES

CONSUMPTION
SCROFULA
BRONCHITIS
COUGHS
COLDS
Wasting Diseases

Wonderful Flesh Producer.
Many have gained one pound

per day by its use.
Scott's 'Emulsion is not a secret

remedy. It contains the stimulat-
ing properties of the Hypophos-
phites and pure Norwegian Cod
Liver Oil, the potency of both
being largely increased. It is used
by Physicians all over the world.
PALATABLE AS MILK.

Sold by all Druggists.
SCOTT rsiftwair -W.V.

Tte Celebrated French Cure
Warranted "APHRODITINE" or moneyto cure refunded.

Is SOLD ON A
POSITIVE
GUARANTEE
to cure any
form of nervous
disease, or allY
disorder of the
generati ve Or-
gans of either
sex whether r-

WORE ising from the AFTERexcessive use of Stimulants, Tobacco or Opium.or through youthful indiscretion, over indulg-
ence, ttc., such as Loss of Brain Power, Wakeful-
ness, Bearing down Pains in the Bark, Seminal
Weakness, 11 ysteria, Nervous Prostration Nocturn-
al Emissions, LencorrMea, Dizziness, Weak Mem-
ory, 1.089 of Power and Impotency, which if ne-
glected often lead to premature old age and insan-
ity. Price $1.00 a box, 6 boxes for $5.00 Sent by
mail on receipt of price.
A WRITTEN GUARANTEE forevery$5.00

order, to refund the money if a Permanent
cure is not effected. Thousands of testimonials
from old Mid young, of both sexes, permanently
cured by AmiuoniTINE. Circular free. Address

THE APHRO MEDICINE CO.
WESTERN BRANCH.

dOX 27 PORTLAND, OR

Sold by. W. J. Miner, Druggist, Sole Agent, Fort
Benton, Mont.

—: THE :—

OVERLAND, HOTEL
HAS REE 

RE-OPENED.
By the undersigned proprietor of the hots. The
hotel is thoroughly refitted and furnished, offering

First-class Accommodations
to the traveling public. It is my desire to restore
the old-time excellent reputation of the Overland,
and to that end no pains or expense will be spared.
I have established the following prices:

Board by the week 
Board by the Meal 
Board and Room 
Three Meal Tickets ...

$8.00
50

$10 per week

$1.00

First-class Bar in Connection.

or- Give the Overland a trial and see if I do notmake it pleasant for you.

Cilia S.

Notice of Final Proof.
LAND OFYICE AT HELENA, K. T., I

November 29, latia
Notice is hereby given that the follovving namedsettler has tiled notice ot his intention to make finatproof in support of his claim, and that said proofwill be made before the clerk of the district courtof Choteau county, Mont., at Fort Benton, Mont.,on Monday, January 6, 1890, viz: James G. Thain,who me pre-emption declaratory statement No.5201, for the NEq swm, sit% NW -, SW4 'NE%and ICW?i SRN, section 14, township 20 north rangeS east.
Ile names the following witnesses to prove hiscontinuous residence upon and cultivation of saidLand, viz: Richard Fish, Jeese 0. Bright and Rich-ard P. Mead, of Ilighwood, Mont., and Hugh C.Parsons, of Fort Benton, Mont.

S. W. LAYti HORN IC, Register.

OF—

IMETH:11 MQ11111.
Transact a General Banking

Business.
Buy and sell Exchange on the commercial ,r,t,

of the United States.

_a_

Pay Interest on Time Deposits.

Will give special attention to the business of North.
ern and Central Montana, and will make such

loans to stockmen and farmers as are
suited to their requirements.

ow" Local Securities a Specialty. ̀ 1111
Collections and all other business entrusted to us

will receive prompt and careful attention

COLLINS, DUER fCo.
FRONT STREET, - - - PORT BENTON, M T.

Montana Stables,

E. W. LEWIS, Proprietor.
Livery, lisle and Feed Stables.

Light and Heavy Turnouts by the day, week or
month. Fine Teams a nperialty. Horses,
Wagons, Buggies and Harness on hand at all times
and for sale at reasonable prices.

First National Bank
Of Helena, M. T.

ORGANIZED IN 1886.

Designated Depository of the United State-

Paid-Up Capital  $500.000
Surplus and Profits   300,000
Individual Deposits 2,300,000
Government Deposits 100,000

s. T. *HAUSER, Pres. A J. DAVIS, Vice-Pros
E W. KNIGHT. Cashier.

T. H. KLEINSCHMIDT, Ass't Cashier.

Board of Directors:
S. T. HAUSER JOHN C. CURTIN
A. M. BOLTER R. 14 HAMILTON
JOHN H. MING C. P. HIGGINS
E W KNIGHT A. J. DAVIS
T. H KLEINSCHMIDT FIENR, 31. PARCHEN

T. C. POWER.

Associated Banks:
First National  Fort Benton, Montana
Missoula National  Missoula, Montan),
First National ButtA , Montana

A General Banking Buinos: Traps:41d,
KW' Interest paid on Time Depoeits.

Enterprise Restavanti
LEE GEE Proprietor.

Having just purchased this popular restaurant
from Sing Lee & Co., I will continue the

business at the old stand.

—Boarding and Lodging

Meals, 50c. - Lodging, 50c.
Three Tickets $1.00

Board, per week   106.00
Board and Lod ing. - - - 7.50

The :Ntor Miit Mark:t,
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

FRESH MEAT,
Poultry and Game.

Prompt attention given to order"

by mail.

BARTLEY & MOORE. Props.
Cor. Main and Baker Streets.

H. Ji
PLUMBERS

AND

PIPE-MEN
I,'or the Ft. Benton Waterworn. Co.

All parties wanting water conducted into their
houses, gardens or elsewhere, leave orders at

H. J. WACKERLIN & CO.'S.

X- MAS CARDS
AND

Art Novelties,
Latest Designs.

GEO. W. CRANE.

Opposite Grand Union Hotek

The Montana Stockman.
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