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SECOND CONSECUTIVE MOISTURE
RECORD SET DURING DECEMBER

Eight Inch Snow With A .65 Inch Moisture

Content Raised Month's Total To 1.86 Inch

Though other county sections
didn't get it, a wet, heavy eight
inch snow here over the weekend
boosted For Benton's December
moisture to a second consecutive
all time record, insofar as fifty
years of available precipitation
shows.
November moisture here, start-

ing off with an election day rain
and snow, with intermittent snows
much of the month thereafter gave
Fort Benton a record 2.23 inches
of moisture. The November total
was half an inch above the previous
wettest November on record—in '
1881, when 1.73 inches fell, and so
far above the third highest mark
in fifty years when precipitation
was available. That third high was
1.60 in November, 1955.
A Saturday snow at Fort Ben-

ton brought 41/2 inches of snow and
.39 inch moisture content. The
seven o'clock Sunday evening read-
ing by Ira Vinion, weather observ-
er, showed another four inches and
.26 inch moisture content. It was
the Sunday fall that provided the
December record margin. -The
week's moisture of .65 inch. added
to that of the first two weeks of
December brought the total at
Fort Benton to 1.86 inches.
Dampest previous December, in

weather fig..ures available from
1869 to 1913, with one gap, and
from 1939 tp date, was in 1951.
when 1.64 inlies of moisture were
recorded during December. Third
high was in 1899, when 1.60 inches
fell. There were ten previous De-
cembers in which moisture went
past an men. Average for the
month, over a fifty year period,
had been .58 inch—less than one
third the 1953 total.
One expects weather figures to

occasionally be raised, lowered or
increased, but 1958 ended with
two consecutive months in which'
long term records were broken. ,
(Incidentally, the wettest month !
on record wai, May, 1876. with 11.06 ;
inches of ra in. Months without !
any moisture aren't unusual—Jan-
uary, February. March, July. Au- I
gust, Octobe-, November and De-
cember have been moistureless in
various years. according to weather
tables we have.)

Last week while Fort Benton was
getting a heavy snow and two
thirds inch cf moisture, Genou re-
ceived only 01 inch. on Saturday.
Moisture war light in quite a num-
ber of other areas, the weekend
snow apparently being local in
character.

FUNERAL SERVICES HELD

FOR JOHN SAKSA SR., 76

Funeral services were held from
the T. F. C'Connor chapel, with
requiem high mass from St. Ann's
cathedral in Great Falls, this (Wed-
nesday) morning for John Saksa
Sr., 76. a resident of the Stockett
section since 1913. Mr. Saksa was
taken to a G -eat Falls hospital Sat-
urday for t-eatment for two .22
calibre rifle wounds. said by the
Cascade county coroner's office to
have been self-inflicted. He died
early Sunday morning.
He had ben a patient at a Great

Falls hospital and had been in poor
health for several years, being dis-
missed shortly before.
He was hcrn in Austria. Novem-

ber 27, 1882. coming to the United
States in 1906. He sett:ed at Tracy
about 1913 E nd had worked in the
mines for more than thirty years,
until his ret,rement in 1946. Until
1952 he worked for Great Falls
construction companies.
He is surv ved by his wife, Mary;

three sons. .;ohn Saksa Jr., of Fort
Benton; Joseph and Charles Saksa,
Great Falls; six daughters. Mrs. An-
na Darby. Havre, Susan Saksa, Bil-
lings. and Mrs. Mary Blumer. Mrs.
Bertha Ne.son, Mrs. Dorothy
Branche and Margaret Saksa, all
of Great Falls; by a sister in Aus-
tria and by 19 grand children and
19 great grandchildren.
Rosary wa s held Tuesday night

at O'Connors. Burial was in
Mount Olivet cemetery.

Check Charge Dismissed

A charge of issuing a fraudulent
check filed last week against
George C. Gibson, 26, Box Elder,
was dismissed here this week by
order of the county attorney. Gib-
son had pleaded not guilty to the
charge and S500 bond was posted
in his behalf last week.

HALDER M HANSEN
RETIRING AS CLERK

Has Served For 391/2 Years In
The Chouteau County Office

Chouteau county taxpayers and
visitors to the courthouse are going
to miss a familiar face when they
visit that office after next Mon-
day, January 5th, as Halder M.
Hansen, county clerk and recorder,
is retiring on that date. Jack M.
Meredith, who was elected county
clerk at the November election,
will take over the duties of that
office on the above date. He has
been working in the office since
the general election to get ac-
quainted with the numerous duties
of the county clerk and recorder.
On next Monday Mr. Hansen will

have completed about 281/2 years
in the same office. He started to
work in that office on July 20,
1919, when Harry C. Donaldson
was county clerk. During his ser-
vice there he has served 27 years
of the period as county clerk and
12 years as deputy county clerk.
During that time he has met prac-
tically every resident of the coun-
ty, who had business at the court
house, and mans' residents a go6d
many times. After a good many
years in that office as clerk he de-
cided to not seek election again and
Frank F. Morger served some time
as clerk, after which Mr. Hansen
again sought that office and was
elected. A number of elections he
had no opposition.
His years of service to the tax-

payers and patrons of the office
was appreciated by almost every-
one as he endeavored at all times
to render every possible service to
those who had business at the of-
fice. The duties of county clerk
are of a most exacting nature and
at times required a great deal of
study and patience to carry out.
Mr. Hansen always met these re-
quirements and was always a most
courteous official.
He came to work in the office

from the Great Falls smelter where
he was employed before home-
steading in the Ridge section.
As a token of their high esteem

for Mr. Hansen the officials and
employees of the court house and
a number of friends in Fort Benton
tendered a party in his honor in
the basement Monday afternoon.
He was presented with a fine Hi-
Fi record player by his many
friends. He has always been a
lover of good music and this pres-
ent was a most appropriate one
for him.

Mr. Hansen plans on taking life
much easier from now on. He
will continue to make his home in
Fort Benton. He and Mrs. Hansen
plan on leaving for California to
spend a month or more soon after
the 15th of January, and will also
endeavor to do a number of things
that they have never found time to
do before. He may even decide to
try and catch up on some of the
fishing that he has missed. What-
ever they decide to do hundreds
of Chouteau county friends will
hope that they will enjoy every
minute orretirement
For almost 361/2 years of his ser-

vice in the clerk's office the edi-
tor of the River Press had had con-
stant dealings with Mr. Hansen.
All of these years have been most
pleasant ones to us and we sincere-
ly hope also to Mr. Hansen. We
will miss this association now with
his retirement but join with others
in wishing the Hansen family the
best of everything in their retire-
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FUNERAL SERVICES HELD

SATURDAY AT GREAT FALLS

Funeral services for Joseph A.
Walaitis, 72, long time resident of
the Waltham section, were held!
Saturday from the O'Connor Chap-
el in Great Falls. Mr. Walaitis •
died suddenl3, at his winter home
in Miami Beach, Florida, on De-
cember 16th.
He was born March 19, 1887, in

Lithuania, coming to the United
States in 1906 where he worked in
the mines in Pennsylvania until
he came to the Highwood section
in 1911 to settle. He served in the
army during World War I and on
return from service began ranch-
ing near Waltham.
He is survived by five nieces and

six nephews. Mrs, Sophia Anita
Bichusa, Cicero, Illinois, a niece,
accompanied the body to Great
Falls.

Auto Registration
Begins Here Friday

Masonic Lodge Holds

Initiation On Monday
On Monday evening, December

29, the Fort Benton Masonicld
held installation of officers. In-
stallation was preceded by a pot
luck supper served by the Eastern
Star ladies.

After supper the Rainbow Girls
quartette entertained the group
with presentation of "Winter Won-
derland." The quartette, compos-
ed of Roberta I-Arcly. Jean Mac-
Donald, Loretta Passage, and Carol
Peterson, was accompanied by Mrs.
May Silvius.

Installation ceremonies were con-
ducted by Past Master Grover C.
Schmidt Jr. Mr. Schmidt is also
head of the Fort Benton Masonic
district and is grand junior dea-
con of 'the Grand Lodge of Mon-
tana. Succeeding I. E. Larson,
Richard Rominger was installed as
worshipful master. Other officers
installed were: Edward Notting-
ham, senior warden; Walter Mc-
Kerrow, junior warden; Grover C.
Schmidt Jr.. treasurer; Warren

Chouteau county owners of mo- Burch, secretary; Norman Ray,
tor vehicles will begin securing senior deacon; S. B. Ragland, jun-

ior deacon; Fred Fishbaugh, sen-
ior steward; Stanford L. Rowe, jun-
ior steward; Bernard Leeper, chap-
lain; and Robert Bach, tyler. Har-
old Walker, marshal, was not pres-
ent and will be installed later.

Following installation out-going
Master Larson was presented with
an engraved watch as a token of
appreciation.

1959 automobile license plates Fri-
day. Barring bad weather, the
big rush will probably be under-
way next week. There'll be more
of an interest than last year in an
early appearance, to get a low
plate number good for several
years. Present intentions of the
state of Montana are to have the
brand new 1959 plates in use for
a four year period, with validating
tabs issued the next three years.
The 1959 plates will be of alumi- Mrs. Popescu Dies
num, cost more to manufacture but
with an ultimate saving due to
period of use. The old familiar
outline of Montana will return to
the plates, with black figures on
the aluminum background.

Vehicle owners are reminded
that the court house is not open
on Saturdays, hence Friday is the
only day this week license plates
can be secured. Vehicles are to
be assessed at the assessor's office
prior to going to the treasurer's
office.

Another reminder is that appli-
cants must have the blue paper
1958 registration receipt marked
"valid for re-registration." (Each
purchaser last year received two
blue paper receipts, but the other
is for payers' files, and can't be
used in registration. Confusion of
the two has caused annoyance to
a number each year, but the file
copy cannot legally be accepted.
If the re-registration copy is lost,
a replacement must be secured—

rnent. we believe at a $1 cost.)

ospital Here
Mrs. Ada Emelda Popescu, 67,

wife of George Popescu, died Sat-
urday morning at the St. Clare hos-
pital where she had been a patient
for the past two months.

Mrs. Popescu was born Novem-
ber 27, 1891, at Reardon, Washing-
ton. She was a nurse at Edwall in
that state for several years prior to
her marriage to George Popescu on
April 12, 1917, in Havre. She and
her husband ranched in the Monta-
gue section for many years
prior to moving to Great Falls
about 1950.
Survivors include her husband;

a daughter, Mrs. Floyd A. Dawson,
of Belt; a son, Joe Popescu, of Fort
Benton; a brother, Phillip Prince,
of Tacoma, Washington, and two
grandchildren and one great grand-
child.
Funeral services were held Tues-

day afternoon at the George Chap-
el in Great Falls. Burial was in
the Sunset Memorial Gardens.

MRS. EARL J. BLANCHARD

IS NEW CORRESPONDENT

Mrs. Earl J. Blanchard will be
the new correspondent for the Te-
ton Bench community. Mrs. Blan-
chard sent in her first news to the
River Press from that section last
week, and residents of the area
are urged to inform her of hap-
penings and items of interest to
neighbors.

Mrs. Donald Jackson has been
corresyJndent for the past several
years, doing a fine job of supplying
the news for Teton Bench. The
River Press wants to thank her,
and to welcome Mrs. Blanchard as
correspondent. The task is a com-
munity service, and means consid-
erable effort on the part of those
sending in the news, so cooperation
of neighbors is appreciated.

TUESDAY BANQUET
DRAWS ABOUT 145

College Students Guests of
Kiwanis At Annual Banquet

A crowd of approximately 145
Kiwanians, Kiwanettes, college stu-
dents, service men and guests en-
joyed the annual Kiwanis-college
banquet Tuesday evening, Decem-
ber 30, held at the IOOF hall.
President Grover Schmidt presid-

ed at the meeting and welcomed
the guests. Miss Marion Smith
was program chairman and MC.
A program followed, featuring Miss
Betty Anderson, who sang "Whis-
tle a Happy Tune", and "What's
the Use of Wonderin' ", accom-
panied by Mrs. W. A. Silvius; Miss
Linda Lenington presented a read-
ing titled "My Christmas Gifts";
Miss Jean MacDonald, accompanied
by Marion Smith, sang "So in
Love", and "Can't Help Lovin' that
Man", and Miss Carol Peterson
and Gary Towner closed the pro-
gram with two vocal duets titled
"With a Song in my Heart" and
"Five Foot Two".
An enjoyable feature of the pro-

gram was the selection of ten col-
lege students by the president of
Kiwanis, who were invited to sing
the Fort Benton school song, after
which the entire group of college
students sang.

Several hours of dancing to the
music of Bob Doll's orchestra fol-
lowed.

Kiwanians are urged to keep in
mind the Kiwanis installation meet-
ing with the West Side Great Falls
club on next Tuesday evening, Jan-
uary 6, starting at 6:30 p. m. at
the 100F hall. This will be an-
other ladies' night.

BUSINESS WILL BE BETTER, BUT
INFLATION A PROBLEM FOR 1951

Babson Forecast Sees No War, But Economic

:mprovement Slowed By Politics Next Year

BOY SCOUT COURT OF

HONOR TO BE HELD

A Boy Scout court of honor for
the boys of the two troops and the
Explorer post in Fort Benton will
be held on the evening of Friday,
January 16, at which time there
will be a large number of rank ad-
vancements made by the boys. The
committeemen would like to re-
mind the public that there will
be no basketball game that even-
ing, thus giving everyone interest-
ed in Scouting an opportunity to
attend this court. Final arrange-
ments as to time and place will be
published in the River Press in the
next issue, so please keep this
date in mind and plan to attend
this presentation of awards in
Scouting to the boys of Fort Ben-
ton, your boys.

FIRE CAUSES DEATH
OF BIG SAG WOMAN

Mrs. Frank Lehman Died As

Result of Ranch House Fire

Mrs. Wilhelmine Lehman, 79,
widow of Frank Lehman, died
Thursday morning, apparently of
a heart attack during a fire which
destroyed her farm home in the
Big Sag community east of High-
wood.
Her body was found about 10:30

a. m. Thursday morning by her
son, Henry W. Lehman, who lives
on a nearby farm. County Coro-
ner Melvin Vial, Sheriff John Sak-
sa and a highway patrolman, who
investigated the fire and death, be-
lieve the fire started about 10 a.
m. from an overheated wood burn-
ing stove. Mrs. Lehman's clothes
apparently caught fire and she
rushed outside. Then, it wds
thought, she suffered a fatal heart

I attack.
Mrs. Lehman was born in Ger-

many February 22, 1879, and came
to this country in 1909. She and

I her husband, Frank A. Lehman Sr.,
I took up a homestead in the Big Sag
I section and lived the remainder
of their lives there. Mr. Lehman
died November 4, 1952.
Survivors include four sons and

three daughters: Frank Lehman
Jr., Priest River, Idaho; Henry Leh-
man, Big Sag; Rudolph Lehman,
Chester; William Lehman, Shonkin;
Mrs. Catherine Wickes, Ogden,
Utah; Mrs. Charles Yerkes, Horly
Hill, Florida; Mrs. Helma Ayling,
Okinagan, Washington.
Funeral services were held at

the Croxford Chapel in Great Falls
this Wednesday afternoon at 2 p.
m. with John W. Wrynn of Jehov-
ah's Witnesses officiating. Burial
was to be in Highland cemetery.
The family has the sympathy of

all in their bereavement.

Days Usually Above

Freezing Last Week
Chouteau county had generally

fair weather last week, until a
storm moved in on Saturday with
varying snow and cooler tempera-
tures. At Fort Benton a warm,
sunny day changed suddenly into
a rain, then a snow storm Saturday
afternoon. It snowed intermittent-
ly that night. Fort Benton's total
moisture was .65, in a snowfall of
more than eight inches. At Genou
only .01 inch fell.
During the week, and through

Christmas day, this section had
fine weather, with daytime highs
ranging up to 50 above at Fort
Benton and to 47 above at Genou.
Coolest night was 5 above at Ge-
nou, 8 above at Fort Benton.
Highs and lows:

Date Benton Genou
22     47 25 44 25
23   38 15 43 13
24   48 18 45 23
25  47 20 43 26

50 29 44 29
27 49 23 47 21
28   28 8 29 5
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As an annual feature. the River
Press is again carrying the follow-
ing business and financial forecast
for the year 1959. It is supplied by
Roger W. Babson, noted financial
analyst and business advisor.

Highlights are: Business await-
ing political developments; no war,
cintinuing inflation, more power
for labor, in a fifty point forecast
for 1959's business.
BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL

FORECAST FOR 1959

1. Not too good and not too bad.
Both the boom and the recent re-
cession will be awaiting develop-
ments following the recent Novem-
ber elections.

2. 1959 will be a -do nothing"
year for congress. Both parties
will hold their cards close to their
chests until 1960,—when the re-
publicans will want good business.
Most democrats will vote for most
of the inflationary legislation; bat
only a few of these congressmen
will vote for such legislation over-
the president's veto. The demo-
crats will be in a dilemma. In their
hearts they will not want good busi-
ness in 1960; but they must be very
careful not to do anything which
could be held against them in
1960.
Every act of Rockefeller's and of

other leading presidential candi-
dates of both parties will be care-
fully scrutinized to analyze their
vote-getting possibilities for 1960.
We will comment on these possibil-
ities in our forecast for 1960 a year
from now.

3. So long as Russia is fearful of
China's loyalty, she will not inten-
tionally start a shooting war. I
hope that Chiang Kai-shek will
come to his senses so that China
will become an ally of the United
States. Marshall surely bet on the
"wrong horse" when he made bis
report to Truman.

4. Our national budget mai
show a heavy deficit in 1959. This
and other factors should cause a
continued gradual, although not
dangerous, inflation.

5. Serious competition will caw
tinue at all levels in 1959. Manu-
facturers, merchants, and others
who reduce advertising and other-
selling appropriations will surety
suffer.

6. Despite competition, the pro-
fits squeeze will be eased for many
concerns by strenuous cost-cutting
programs and improving business.

7. More foreign goods will enter
the United States during INK
This especially applies to German,
Italian, Japanese, and RUS3ullt

goods.
8. New cargo ships, built in Ja-

pan, England, Germany, Norway,
Sweden, and Italy, will be launch-
ed in 1959. This should result in
most American-built and American.
registered ships operating at a loss
More subsidies will be demanded.

(Continued on page 10)

Lands The Big One

Kenneth Vinion, of this city,
brought in a copy of The Western
News at Libby, Montana, to this
office on Tuesday morning. The
paper contained a large picture of
his grandfather, Fred Carter, of
Libby, showing a catch of fish
made in the Kootenai river on De-
cember 18th, and it carried this no-
tation in type below the picture:
"The Big 'Uns Are Bitin'—Shown

above is Libby's octogenarian fish-
erman, Fred Carter, now in his
86th year. He caught the white-
fish pictured with him from the
Kootenai river Thursday of last
week. The largest fish tipped the
scales at a trifle below five pounds
and measured over 21 inches. In-
cidentally, Mr. Carter is one of
Libby's most successful fisher-
men."
Mr. Carter is well known in this

county as he homesteaded in the
Harwood lake area and lived there
for a number of years before mov-
ing to Libby to make his home. He
is the father of Mrs. Ira Vinion, of
this city. Kenneth said that-his
grandfather was going to cintinue
fishing until he reaches old age.

Christvnis Tree Bonfire

Boy Scout Troop 147 is plan-
ning a big Christmas tree bonfire
at the skating rink in Fort Benton
on January 9, at 6:30 p. m. Ev-
eryone is ask to drop their Christ-
mas trees off at the skating rink
where they will be gathered by the
boys for stacking. Scouts from
Troop 47 and Cub Scouts are invit-
ed and asked to participate. Here-
is a chance to get HU of the Christ-
mas trees and provide supervised
fun for the Scouts.


