
Local Students Working On
Own TV Satellite Program

A group of fifteen students in
the local junior high are putting
together a television show to be
aired via satellite on April 18.
The local students are a part of
the 45 students who are partici-
pating in the satellite technolog-
ical demonstration learning
which is about careers.
The students will be putting

together slides-film and music
and then editing this material
for a 15-minute show about
Montana, Chouteau county,
Fort Benton and their school.
This material will then be sent
to Denver and shown on the
above-mentioned date to the 23
sites in the four Rocky Moun-
tain states who are involved in
this STD program. After the 15
minute showing, an additional
15 minutes will be used for their
sister sites to ask Fort Benton
students via satellite questions
about our community and state.
The students have been trying
to find slides on these topics;
also KRTV has supplied these
students on the state level, films
about Montana to help them in
this endeavor.
The students have been hav-

ing some trouble finding slides
to fit all the areas they want to
cover, so any help would be
greatly appreciated.
Students involved in this

project are Lila Stewart, Elaine
Chamberlain, and Mike Carl-
strom on the state level; David
Roddy, Ed Kelly and Tom
Tacke on the county level;
Marlene Shaw, Linda Hampton
and Joanne McDede on the city
level; with Darron Manley,
David Schopp, Rose Sheldon
and Bernadette Kostelnik on the
school area with Lisa Morger
helping out where necessary.
This program will be taped by

the students to be shown by
video tape to those interested at
a later date.

Grain Prices Higher
Grain prices on the local

market had moved generally
higher, from a report two weeks
ago, according to figures supp-
lied Tuesday by Bill Anderson
at General Mills Actually,
prices had been a trifle higher a
few days ago, dropped off and
were showing strength again on
export sales.
Ordinary winter wheat was

$3.58 Tuesday, up 19c from
$3.39 on March 18th, and '13
percent protein at $3.94 was up
13c. Spring wheat was $4.34, up
25c from the $4.09 of two weeks
ago, and barley followed suit, at
$4.90, up 40c a hundred from
$4.50 on the 18th.

NM(' Honor Roll
Five students from this area

were on the Northern Montana
College honor roll for the winter
quarter. Those listed by the
college were: Nikki Colwell,
Fort Benton; Robert Farmer
and Bob Byrd, Geraldine;
James Cornell, Loma. and
Phillip Ferda, Highwood. The
list received did not include Big
Sandy students, an area which
provides the largest attendance
from this county.

Former Fort Benton Gill
Wins Top Slate FHA Honor
Shirley Yirsa, state chapter

mother from Big Sandy. has
been awarded honorary mem-
bership in the state FHA Mrs
Yirsa has been chapter mother
of the Big Sandy chapter for five
years, and last year was elected
state chapter mother She
attended executive council
meetings, advised the state
officers, hosted a luncheon for
all the chapter mothers in the
state, plus numerous other
things to better the ollaniza-
tion.
This year at the 1975 state
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Loma Man Dies
J. Blake Ryan, 73, resident of

Loma in recent years. died
Friday in a Great Falls nursing
home. He was born at Newton
Siding, Manitoba, and moved to
Glasgow with his family when
he was two. He married Annie
Taylor in 1924. She died in 1949.
Mr. Ryan farmed in the
Glasgow area for nearly 40
years and for a time in Canada,
before he retired and moved to
Loma in 1968.
Survivors are daughters,

Mrs. Leland Myrtle) Chris-
topherson, Havre; Norma Fer-
guson, Great Falls, Mrs. Harold
(Blanche) Johnston, Puyallup,
Washington, and Mrs. Courtney
(Shirley) Baldwin, Prosser,
Washington, 13 grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

Older People
Program Topic
The program "Don't Hold Us

Back" will be viewed Thursday,
April 3, in room 34 of the local
junior high school. This pro-
gram will focus on the prob-
lems, needs and strengths of
senior citizens, the nation's
largest minority group. Titled
"Don't Hold Us Back,•" the
program will reach into rural
areas of the eight Rocky
Mountain states by satellite and
into urban centers over PBS
stations. Among the panel
members who will authorita-
tively discuss the plight of the
region's elderly is Maggie
Kuhn, outspoken, colorful foun-
der and leader of the Gray
Panthers. Through the two-way
communications facilities of the
STD satellite television system,
friends and relatives of aging
persons as well as senior
citizens themselves will have an
opportunity to express their
views and question panel mem-
bers on how older people can
adjust to a rapidly-changing
world. It may surprise some to
know that people over sixty
comprise 14 per cent of the total
population, and fully one fifth of
the eligible voters Maggie
Kuhn and the other panelists
will point out ways in which
aging men and women can
escape the passive role our
society has traditionally forced
them into, and become active
again.

It is hoped that the local
senior citizens will turn out to
view this, the ninth program in
a series of ten.
The last program in the series

of Footprints will be April 24
and will be entitled "Brass
Tracts.- This program will give
an opportunity to see local
Rocky Mountain governors an-
swering questions put to them
by members of your own
communities. This program is
an entirely live program.
With the chances of this

program being discontinued
next year, the school would like
to see a large turnout for both of
these programs.

convention in Missoula, Shirley
received state honorary mem-
bership in FHA, for involve-
ment in local, district and state
levels in FHA.
Shirley and her husband Ed

live out of Big Sandy on a farm.
They have two daughters,
Sheila and Alice. Shirley is the
daughter of Mrs. Veronica
Frieling and the late John
Frieling. and attended Fort
Benton grade and high schools
Pictured with Shirley Yirsa

are Mrs Helen Maxwell, advis-
or from Big Sandy. and Rita
Yirsa (formerly Rita Paul of
Fort Benton). Both Rita and
Shirley are Big Sandy chapter
mothers.

Legion, Auxiliary District 8
Meeting Here On Saturday
Henry W Greisbach, Jr.. Post

#26 of the American Legion, and
its Auxiliary, will host the
annual spring district meeting
in Fort Benton, Saturday, April
5, 1975.
Legion registration will be

held at the Vet's Club commen-
cing at 10:30 a.m. Auxiliary
registration will be held at the
100F Hall commencing at 11:30
a.m. Post service officers
school will be held at the Vet's
Club from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00
noon. Noon luncheon will be at
the Vet's Club from 12:00 noon
to 1:00 p.m. The Auxiliary
meeting will be held at the
100F Hall starting at 1:30 p.m.
The Legion meeting will be held
at the Vet's Club commencing
at 2:00 p.m. The dugout will be
held at the Vet's Club basement
from 500 p.m. to 6:30 p.m and
the banquet will be held at the
Immaculate Conception Church
basement commencing at 7:00
p.m.
District #8 is composed of

posts and units from Belt.
Augusta, Choteau, Fairfield,
Fort Shaw, Fort Benton, Geral-
dine, Great Falls #3, Great Falls
#99, Dutton, Power and Cas-
cade.

Fannie Thorpe
Dies March 24
Fannie A. Thorpe, 85, widow

of a former Chouteau county
farmer and commissioner, died
Monday night, March 24, 1975,
in a Great Falls nursing home.
She had resided there the past
three years.
Funeral services were Thurs-

day afternoon with Rev.
Charles Burns and Olive Chap-
ter of Eastern Star officiating.
Burial was in Highland ceme-
tery.
Fannie James was born in

Missouri and came to the Carter
section as a young woman. Fhe
married Michael G. (Mike)
Thorpe in November, 1914. They
lived on the ranch he had
homesteaded in 1911, until their
retirement in 1945. Mr. Thorpe
was county commissioner from
1927 until retirement. 18 years.
Both were active in Carter
community affairs. After mov-
ing to Great Falls in 1945 they
owned and operated the Lucille
Apartments for years. He died
December 9. 1973.
She is survived by a sister-in-

law, Lena Thorpe, and brother-
in-law, Oscar Thorpe. both of
Great Falls, and nieces and
nephews. An adopted son, Alvin
Moffett Thorpe. died in 1969.

KEEP Tour Is
Club Program
Henry Nagamori. Loma

farmer, showed Kiwanis pic-
tures taken while he was in
Japan and Taiwan last year on
a Kellogg Extension Education
Projects tour, this Tuesday. Bill
Kindzerski presided and Clair
Sykes was program chairman.
Bob Bylund gave the safety
short.
Henry Nagamori said that the

basis of the KEEP program, in
this case participated in by
about 30 from Montana, was to
help make participants aware
of the people of the world. The
tour had a stopover at Anchor-
age on the way to Tokyo.
His slides of Tokyo buildings

gave impression of the growth
and vitality of the world's
largest city. Others were taken
of the country areas on a family
tour. (Henry, Montana born,
met a sister he had never known
and visited with her family for
two days.)
Slides also showed the Diet

building (equivalent to our
congress), Shinto shrine, U.S.
embassy, and the city of Kyoto.
Perhaps most interesting of all
to his audience were pictures of
the "Bullet Train" which runs
between Tokyo and Osaka and
is rated fastest in the world. The
train is capable of top speeds of
up to 130 miles per hour,
although in response to a
question. Henry estimated the
average speed at about 100
miles per hour It is clean,
roomy and comfortable, and a
fine way to travel, he said
The KEEP group had a look

at grain storage, Japanese
agriculture, Kobe harbor and
schools, and beef fattening
Of the next point, Taiwan

(Formosa). the slides provided
a similar impression of growth
and development, with a num-
ber of pictures of new construc-
tion. from skyscrapers to bridg-
es, a look at changing styles in
agriculture there. The speaker
commented on the land reform
in Taiwan, which has meant
that the people who farm the
land now own it. One of the last
was of the Sun Yat Sen
memorial to the man who led
the Chinese revolution in the
early years of this century.
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Leona Payne
Passes Monday
Mrs. Leona M. Payne, 67, a

resident of this county most of
her adult life, died Monday,
March 31, 1975, at the Deacon-
ess hospital in Great Falls.
Funeral services will be

Thursday at 2 p.m at the United
Methodist Church in Geraldine
with Rev. Dwight Harshman
officiating and with Order of
Easter Star rites by Tressa
Chapter. Burial will be in
Geraldine cemetery. Pallbear-
ers are Jim Knedler, Marcus
Nichols, Warren Woodburn,
Clyde Corley, Dale Apple and
Noah Davis.
Leona Smart was born Nov-

ember 16, 1907, in LeRoy,
Minnesota. She came to Mon-
tana as a young girl and in 1933
married Ernest Tidwell at Fort
Benton. They farmed in the
Square Butte area until his
death in August, 1946.
She married Homer Payne

June 7, 1947, in Great Falls. Mr.
Payne operated a sand and
gravel business near Fort
Benton for some years until his
death in 1961, but they had
resided in Geraldine. Mrs.
Payne was a member of Tressa
Chapter, OES, at Geraldine, in
which she was very active. She
had been the organist for the
chapter for many, many years.
She is survived by a daughter,

Beverlee Fairbanks of Geral-
dine, and three sisters, Luella
Freeman of Grand Rapids,
Minnesota, Lavile Smart of
Virginia, Minnesota, and Lu-
cille Thompson of New Rich-
mond, Wisconsin, and by two
grandchildren.

Egg Hunt Postponed
The annual Kiwanis Easter

egg hunt scheduled for this past
Sunday had to be postponed for
a week due to cold and snowy
weather. Time is the same, 1
p.m. in the old fort park. and
date is Sunday, April 6th, if the
weatherman relents.

Leslie Taylor
Died March 28
Leslie J. Taylor. 54, lifelong

resident of Chouteau county,
died Friday night, March 28,
1975, in a Great Falls hospital.
He had been in poor health for
some time.
Graveside services were held

at Riverside Cemetery Tuesday
afternoon, with Rev. Jahn
Soderberg officiating.
Leslie Taylor was born in

Fort Benton October 24, 1920.
son of John E. and Ruth
Brinkman Taylor. He grew up
on the family ranch on the
Marias river and attended Fort
Benton schools, graduating
from high school with the class
of 1938. He was a graduate of the
University of Montana. He
married Pearl Owen in Novem-
ber of 1950. Mrs. Taylor died
April 6, 1974.
Leslie ranched on the Marias

all his adult life. He was a
member of the Chouteau County
Livestock Protective Associa-
tion and the Montana Livestock
Association, and an honorary
member of the Fort Benton
Saddle Club. He received the
conservation award in 1968 for
outstanding range manage-
ment.
He is survived by a sister,

Lillian Taylor of Great Falls.

Commercial Club Meeting Is
Saturday Morning At 7:00
The regular monthly meeting

of the Fort Benton Commercial
Club will be this Saturday, April
5. at 7 a.m at the Landmark
Cafe Everyone is urged to
attend as a very interesting
program has been lined up. The
speaker will be from one of the
advertising agencies in Great
Falls and will discuss the
effective use of advertising.
Several business promotion

ideas were discussed at a
meeting of the board of direct-
ors held Monday evening and
will be presented at the Satur-
day morning meeting.
Also the board discussed the

matter of having a central
clearing place for all events
coming up and to have a column
in the River Press listing them
so residents will know what is
coming the following week or

month._

Don Frieling Involved In
Solar Heat Pump Research
The April issue of Popular

Science carries an article,
"Coming: A Triple Threat Solar
Heat Pump." This is a small,
high efficiency pump driven by
sun power to make a house hot
or cold, and even generate
electricity.
Of more local interest is that

Donald H. Frieling, former
Bentonite who is an engineer at
Battelle Columbus Labs in
Columbus, Ohio, is associate
section manager of Battelle's
energy and safety systems
sections. He estimates, said the
article, that a solar heat pump
could run a heating/cooling
system on free sun power 60 to
80 percent of the time, depend-
ing on climate. He expects such
a device to be available
commercially in about five
years.
Said the article: "Under a

National Science Foundation
contract. the 37-year-old Friel-
ing and his associates are
developing optimum pump
specifications through comput-
er simulations and laboratory
experiments. They know the
vanes (solar collectors) will
work: They're already in use in
jet fuel and hydraulic pumps
developed for the air force by
Battelle."
Don is the son of Mrs.

Margaret Frieling and the late
Hipe Frieling of Fort Benton,
and his wife is the former
Sharril Mulkins of this city

Chouteau County District
Hospital at Fort Benton

The staff at the Chouteau
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc.:

ADMISSIONS
Earl Gierke. city; Virginia

Miller, city; Valerie Tyler, city:
Ann Wethern, city, March 25.
Katie Schoonover, city;

James Shearer. Geraldine; Ju-
lie Cook, city. March 26.
Laura Schrouder, city, March

27.
Roger Corbe, city, March 31.

DISMISSALS
James Shearer. Geraldine;

Valerie Tyler. Big Sandy,
March 26.
Virginia Miller, city; Ann

Wethern, city, March 28.
Julia Cook, city. March 30.
Katie Schoonover, city; Earl

Gierke. city; Aya Nagamori,
city. March 31.
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JC Men's Fun
Night Apr. 19
A third annual "Men's Fun

Nite" will be held on Saturday,
April 19th, at the Vets Club,
according to Doug Bronson,
chairman for the event.
He urges any men's organiza-

tions which have not previously
participated and wish to this
year, to contact him.
Last time the event was held,

Fort Benton Jaycees won the
overall championship, replac-
ing the winners of the first vear,
the VFW. The 1973 fun night
also included Knights of Colum-
bus, Odd Fellows, American
Legion. Kascade Karters, Ma-
sons, Kiwanis, and Sheriff's
Posse, which gives an idea of
participation.
There won't be any barber-

shop singing competition this
year, says Chairman Bronson.
but previous favorites, horse-
shoes, checkers, liar's contest,
pinochle, basketball free throw,
darts, pool, cribbage, ping pong
and golf putting are on the
agenda. There might even be a
few "name your game" im-
promptu contests, idea of the
night being the name.
More than 125 participated in

1973, and the sponsors would
like to see an even better
turnout this year.
This reporter's favorite con-

test, and possibly the highlight,
if the contestants can conquer
their modesty, is the competi-
tion for "liar of the year 1975.-
Tony Highfill would be defend-
ing champion, and without
looking it up, it seems to the
writer that he dethroned Dick
Cassutt, certainly an eligible.
But polish up your particular

skill, says Doug Bronson, arid
plan to attend April 19 for an
evening of fun. Thus far, the
sponsors haven't recognized
ERA, so the event is strictly
male.

Honey Bear Weekend
The Fort Benton Jaycees will

be sponsoring a honey weekend.
Starting Friday, the Jaycees
will be selling honey bears to
sponsor local youth in the
Special Olympics in Billings.
Good luck to our youth in their
second year of competition. The
bears will be on sale until 400
are sold. Larson's Honey are
filling the bears for the club. All
proceeds go to the Special
Olympics. Contact John Lulf or
Denny Bramlette chairman.
The second part of the honey

weekend is a dinner for the
wives and girl friends to show
our appreciation of their hard
work. Cocktail hour will begin
at 6:30. dinner to follow and a
dance open to the public all at
Benton Lanes. "Come on mem-
bers: Let's make this a real
Honey of a weekend!" Roger
Axtman and Hal Brown, chair-
men

F'BEA Scholarship
The kort Benton Education

Association would like to an-
nounce that they are offering
two scholarships for the 1975-76
school year. Applicants must be
enrolled as a second quarter or
second semester freshman,
sophomore, junior or senior in
an accredited college preparing
for a career in the field of
education. Please contact Cindy
Symmonds at Fort Benton
elementary school to obtain
application forms. The deadline
for application is May 1, 1975.

THE BIG RIP OFF

At Golden Age center, slide
program from the elementar3,
library, "Washington Is for the
U.S." Left to right. Mr. Wilder,

Pauline Brock, Wallis Morger,
Launa Molsberry in back-
ground. Mrs. Frank Doll and
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Pugh.

Storms And Cold Weather
Give Good March Moisture

Tiber Water District Will
Hold Dedication April 11
The Tiber County Water

District will hold its formal
dedication on Friday, April 11,
at 2:00 p.m. in the Ledger
Community Hall The public is
invited to attend this ceremony
that will climax nearly three
years of planning and prepara-
tion and now the start of
construction.

Highlights of the day's pro-
gram will include an open house
at the PAR site pump and
filteration plant, starting at
10:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The
formal presentation of the
existing water line to the Tiber
County Water District and an
address by governor of the state
of Montana, Tom Judge, will be
made at the dedication pro-
gram. Invitations have been
sent to the congressional dele-
gation and other key individuals
who will be making short
presentations.
The Tiber County Water

District is a rural domestic
water system serving a poten-
tial 250 farmsteads covering
over 500,000 acres. The con-
struction of this system for
laterals will be 382 miles, plus
the original corps of engineers
waterline of 26 miles. This is by
far the largest such system in
the state of Montana
The evolvement of this pro-

ject has required and received
the assistance of many federal
and s;ate agencies and the
support of the congressional
delegation. The main thrust and
effort ww accomplished by a
steering committee and the
formal board of directors,
which include Dan Keil, presi-
dent; Fred Bergstrom, vice
president; Donatus Krone-
busch, secretary: Karl Ratz-
burg, treasurer; and John Witt,
Jack Boggs, Don Buffington,
Ralph Anderson, Wayne Copen-
haver and Ted Underdahl.
Engineer for the project is

Hurlbut. Kersich & McCullough
of Billings; legal counsel is Rae
Kalbfleisch, Shelby, and con-
struction is by Peter Kiewit
Sons and Associates, Billings,
and Swank Enterprises, Valier.
Refreshments will be served

after the dedication.

Golden Age Center
"Washington Belongs to the

U.S." given Tuesday. March 25,
by Mrs. Pat Stevens of the
elementary school was enjoyed
by about 30 people. Mrs.
Stevens was assisted by 6th
grade audio-visual team council
members Wallace Morger and
Launa Molsberry. Thanks to
them for the program.
Thursday, April 3 at 8 p.m.

the satellite program at the
junior high school entitled
"What Are They Doing To Us?"
has to do with retiring and
senior citizens. Should be of
interest to our group.
Programs planned for April

are Tuesday, April 15, Mr. Pugh
from the junior high school will
put on another satellite pro-
gram at 1:30 p.m. Health
screening Wednesday, April 16,
from Ito 4 p.m. Due to conflicts
this is again not the scheduled
first Wednesday of the month.
Dance Saturday, April 19 from 8
ei 11 p.m to live music
furnished by Kenneth Morrow
and his group. Birthday-anni-
versary pot luck dinner will be
Sunday, April 27 at 1:30 p.m.
For these dinners the center
furnishes the meat, dessert and
coffee. Members to bring a
vegetable or salad dish and
their own eating utensils. Fath-
,...r Erickson will furnish the
musical entertainment
The center's quarterly meet-

ing will be held Wednesday.
April 23 at 2 p.m. instead of the
usual third Wednesday due to
the health screening. Come out
and see what we have done the
last three months and give us

A series of storms and cold
weather in March, chiefly
during the latter half of the
month, have been unwelcome to
residents hoping that the advent
of spring meant that season.
However, the storms have
added up to pretty good March
moisture, at Fort Benton just
average, with a total of .69 ( and
perhaps a small addition on
Monday, ; , and at Geraldine well
above the short term average.
Fort Benton's total for the

week ending Sunday was .32
inch. with .21 on Tuesday, .06
Wednesday, .03 Thursday, .02
Saturday and a trace Sunday.
There were seven inches of
snow, five on Tuesday, two the
next day. Through the 30th, the
March total of .69 was just the
same as the average for 66
years for which records are
available. It was also the best
since March of 1970 when 1.07
inches were recorded.
At Geraldine, measurable

moisture came on four straight
days, commencing Tuesday
with .07, Wednesday .24, Thurs-
day .07 and Friday .02. Snow
those days was the same as Fort
Benton. seven inches, two, four
and one the ffest three days, a
trace the fourth. Geraldine had
traces of both rain and snow
Saturday and Sunday. The
station had 1.12 inches for the
month, compared with a seven
year average of .69, and also
best since 1970.
The weather was on the chilly

side most of last week, with
maximums well below freezing
several days and lows down as
low as 2 here. Easter morning
was bright and pleasant. but
turned blustery and cold in the
afternoon. Fort Benton had a
high of 53. posted about noon,
and warmest of the week, with
two degrees cooler at Geral-
dine.
Highs and lows for the week

ending Sunday:
Benton Geral.
 45 18 43 19
 38 15 38 14
 19 13 18 10
  18 2 16 8
 31 2 30 6
 41 23 35 17

24
25
26
27
28
29
30   53 29 51 34
The series of storms which

occurred shortly after the
official advent of spring early
last week resulted in "advisor-
ies" to travelers and ranchers.
In some cases roads were
blocked and a few schools
closed, while more reported
certain school buses would not
operate. Lateness of the season
and ground warmth generally
meant quicker clearing than
would have been the case
during winter months. At Fort
Benton, as an example. most
ground snow had disappeared
Saturday and Sunday, and a
couple of inches of light snow on
the ground had arrived since
that time.

some suggestions for the future.
The center will be closed

Sunday, April 13 for the
Rainbow tea. However, that is
the day of Chester's open house
so those planning to go meet at
1230 at the center to join the
caravan.
The center and all the

activities connected with it are
for all those over 55 years of age
to enjoy. This 55 and over age is
not intended to be discrimina-
tory but is due to the fact that
the funds that are used to
operate the center are designat-
ed by the federal government
and the county for the age group
above 55 years It is a matter of
obeying the law and using the
:unds for those for whom they
are appropriated.
Hosts and hostesses for the

following week are: Sunday,
April 6, Ted and Florence
Worrall, Monday, April 7, Alma
Blase, Tuesday, April 8, Ida
Wolfe; Wednesday. April 9,
Evelyn Pope; Thursday, April
10, Mary Frieling.
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