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Wheat Committee Reports

On New Approved Strains
Bozeman -- A new variety of

hard red winter (HMV' wheat
has been accepted for naming
and release in 1976 by Montana
State University's plant and soil
science wheat committee.
Currently designated as MT-

6715, the variety was developed
by wheat breeders at the
Montana agricultural experi-
ment station.
Compared to the well-known

Cheyenne variety, MT-6715 is
better yeilding, has better
straw, is more shatter resistant
and is earlier maturing.
The new wheat is resistant to

stem rust and shows good
milling and baking quality.
Centurk, another hard red

winter variety, was placed on
the committee's recommended
list for production in those areas
of Montana where Cheyenne is
successfully grown.
Rigorously tested by experi-
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ment station researchers, Cen-
turk shows a high yield poten-
tial but is not quite as
winter-hardy as Cheyenne.
However, it is early maturing

and is evidently more shatter
resistant than Cheyenne. Using
genetic techniques, plant breed-
ers are trying to develop a
wheat that will include all of
Cheyenne's many outstanding
attributes plus shatter resis-
tance. A new variety may be
forthcoming by 1977, the com-
mittee reported.
One HRW wheat was axed by

the committee. Teton was
removed from the recommend-
ed list because of problems with
head shattering and straw
breakage.
In action on hard red spring

( HRS) wheat, the committee
voted to place two new varieties
on the recommended list in 1976.
MT-7156 will be released for

all areas of Montana and
MT-711, a solid-stemmed vari-
ety, will be released for growing
in areas of northeastern Mon-
tana where the wheat stem
sawfly is a problem. Both
varieties are stem rust resis-
tant.
Three HRS varieties, Can-

thatch, Chinook and Shortana,
were removed from the recom-
mended list because, said
committee spokesmen, there
are better varieties available.
For durum growers in north-

eastern Montana, a variety
called Crosby durum was re-
commended for 1975 produc-
tion. Research indicates that
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Crosby is a better yeilder than
Leeds, a currently popular
variety.
Fielder, a new soft white

spring ( feed wheat( variety was
recommended for 1975 release
in western Montana.
This new wheat will replace

Twin, a variety that will be
removed from the recommend-
ed list in 1977.
During discussion on wheat

diseases, the committee heard
from plant pathologists who
reported that a new isolate of
stripe rust has been found in
Gallatin county on Crest, a
popular HRW variety.
However, researchers have

already identified some new
winter wheat lines which show
resistance to the stripe rust
isolate.
From these lines, now being

field tested, may come a new
variety that can ward off the
stripe rust organism.

Warning Voiced In Regard
To Claims For Fertilizers

Fertilizer shortages and high'
prices have helped unscrupu-
lous sellers of alleged soil
amendments or "miracle ferti-
lizers" of questionable value
take advantage of many Mon-
tana farmers, said Dr. Neil
Christensen, extension service
soil scientist.
Such promoters often make

unfounded claims. They claim
their products enhance plant
growth by unlocking the poten-
tial of the soil to produce, or that
they supply superactive ingred-
ients to plants. The sellers
generally rely on testimonials
because they cannot substanti-
ate their claims of enhanced
plant growth with research data
from reliable investigators.

Sellers of such products have
increased sales activity, usually
at unreasonable prices in Mon-
tana. Promoters typically con-
duct an intensive sales cam-
paign for a relatively short
time, and then may never be
heard from in the area again-at
least not under the same trade
name.
Unscrupulous merchandisers

often take advantage of the
reputation of honesty and ser-
vice built up by legitimate
fertilizer dealers.
Under Montana law, materi-

als sold as fertilizers or soil
amendments must be register-
ed with the Montana depart-
ment of agriculture.
This registration does not

endorse the product, and may
not imply an economic benefit,
but it does insure that such
information as brand, grade,
guaranteed analysis, weight or
unit of measure are available as
a basis for the purchaser's
judgement.
Christensen recommended

seeking advice of county exten-
sion agents if questions arise
concerning the value of a
particular product offered for
sale as a soil amendment or
fertilizer.

Checkers Still lumping
But Good Players Scarce
Washington -- Standard

equipment for firehouses in-
cludes hooks, ladders, axes,
ropes, hoses--and checker-
boards.
When not quenching a blaze

or polishing the engine brass,
firemen often can be found
hunched over the boards, judic-
iously moving red and black
discs in intricate patterns.

History's first firemen didn't
have hoses, or even buckets, but
relied on hooks to pull apart
burning structures. Whether
they had checkers to while
away time between fires in
unknown, but not unlikely.
Played by Pharaohs
Authorities speculate the

game may be at least 5,000
years old, the National Geo-
graphic Society says. The
British Museum displays parts
of checkerboards believed used
by early Egyptian Pharaohs
Both Plato and Homer men-

tioned the game, and its rules
even then were similar to
today's: 12 checkers to a side,
moving diagonally a square at a
time and taking an opponent's
piece by jumping over it.
The first known book devoted

entirely to checkers was printed
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in Spain in 1547. Another,
published in the same country
in 1650, describes moves and
traps for the unwary that are
still playable.
"Guide to the Game of

Draughts," as checkers is
called in Britain. was published
in London in 1756 by mathemat-
ician William Payne. Its fore-
word was written by Dr. Samuel
Johnson, a devotee of the game.
Players from England and

Scot'and have engaged in
matches for the last two
cent ri;.s. and the first United
Statts- 3ritish competition was
neld in Boston in 1905. The
Britist. won, 73 games to 34,
with 2f.4 games drawn.
TI e Americans were reveng-

ed in 1927 when they defeated
the 3ritishers 96 to 20, with 364
drawn games, at a 'latch in
New York. The Third Interne-
Hoc Draughts Match--at
Bonrnemouth, England, last
August--also was won by the
United States team 97-21, with
100 draws.
Many Players, Few Experts
Checkers probably is the most

widely played board game in
existence, but one champion
estimates there may be no more
than 5,000 experts at the game
in the world.
Whenever these experts

meet, most games end in draws.
In tournaments, a player often
concedes if he is down one
piece.
Edward Scheidt of Virginia, a

former world champion, calls
checkers the "most under-ap-
preciated game," adding that
"in checkers, a problem can
take up to 60 moves to solve,
with every move forced."
The present world champion,

Walter Hellman, of Gary,
Indiana, agrees. Says Hellman:
"Checkers is a power game.
Every move is part of a grander
stategy that can be wholly
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visualized after the opening."
There are 142 opening varia-

tions, and serious players pore
over books and notations until
they have memorized entire
games.
Whether in firehouses or

tournament halls. country
stores or city schoolyards, there
is no shortage of challengers.
But many top players are
getting on in years and fear that
young people no longer study
the game enough to develop into
future champions.
A le:is some of the younger

playe .s take it seriously. A
22-year-old man in Virginia
recently was shot after accus-
ing his opponent of cheating in a
checkers game

Thirty-One County Students
Listed On MSU Honor Roll

Thirty-oi.e Chouteau county
students were among a record
number, 1,724, listed on the

winter quarter honor roll at
Montana state university at
Bozeman. We believe this is two
or three short of the high for this
county.
The county students, as listed

by home towns: Barbara Drga,
Patrick Faber, Betty Handl,
Marjory Handl, Virginia
Humes, Joe Pokorny, Ronald
Rainer, Janet Sheehy, Margar-
et, Simpson, Big Sandy: Carla
Meeks, Carter; James Albers,
Kerry Anderson, Ronald Bail-
ey, Floyd Corder, Ronald Doll,
William Gessaman, Sharon
Hampton, Karen Harrer, John
Lepley, Karen Lippert, Grant
Molsberry. J. William Moorse,
Mary Moorse, Patricia Stein-
bacher, Fort Benton; Rodney
Goldhahn, Marshall Larsen,
Michael Owen, David Spurgeon.
Geraldine; Dennis Keaster,
Velma Ripley, John Zanto,
Highwood.

Radio was coming on in the
early 1920s, and politicians
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quickly discovered the media.
Jacob Ritter of Fort Benton in

October 1924 reported listening

to a Calvin Coolidge 
speech.
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This Space!

Nasty Words!

"We Want To Clip It

For Our Scrap Book"

We don't know how many times we've heard a

variation of above—and to a paper often hard-

pressed for space they are nasty! We like to be-

lieve that our columns are filled with items of in-

terest to our readers, and if told a submission is to

printed just so it can be clipped out and pasted in

a book, we're not interested.

Don't even breathe those words to our staff!

We know many items do end up in scrap books,

and there's just a bit of flattery in the knowledge.

But the River Press is a newspaper, and items in-

cluded must stand on their own—as worthy of

readership. We always do reserve the right to cut

or revise; usually believing, in an editor's odd way

—that it may thereby get more readers.

And please, get your items in on time, or we
may decide there's a clipping in mind. If pressed
for space, the first to go in that round File 13 will
be items older in time, or later in receipt.

YOU wouldn't want to read a newspaper all
headed for a scrapbook, would you?
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