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Frequent Showers Continue
To Add To County Moisture
Unseasonably cool weather

and frequent showers last week
continued to add to moisture
received in Chouteau county
last week All three stations had
light moisture Monday, follow-
ed by warmer temperatures in
mid-week, highest being 81s at
Fort Benton Wednesday and
Thursday, after which all three
again recorded moisture the
final three days. These weren't
especially prolonged, clearing
spells interspersed with more
showers.
Fort Benton had the most for

the week, .94 inch, with .20 on
Monday, and .04, .30 and .40
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The latter included small hail
which apparently did no dam-
age, several reporting tomatoes
and similar plants weren't
damaged. Fort Benton has had
2.15 through Sunday in June and
12.28 for the year.
Geraldine received .67 inch,

on the same days, .08, .02, .30
and .27, with 1.60 to date in June
and 9.80 for the year.
Genou's .57 also occurred on

the four days, .02, .03, .42 and
.10, with 1.66 the first 15 days of
June and 9.80, same as Geral-
dine, thus far in 1975.
Minimums were mostly in the

40s and 50s, an exception being
33, near freezing, at Genou on
the 10th.
Fort Benton received continu-

ing intermittent showery peri-
ods Monday and Tuesday morn-
ing, at least, of this week,
apparently fairly general.
Highs and lows for the week

ending Sunday:
Benton Geral. Genou

9  63 44 62 45 64 43
10  75 40 70 43 72 33
11  81 41 78 41 78 41
12  81 45 78 49 78 44
13  72 50 75 57 75 47
14  74 49 71 50 71 47
15  69 49 66 51 68 50

Two Will Attend Key Club
International Convention
Rick Jackson, president of the

Fort Benton Key Club, and John
Blanchard will be in New
Orleans, Louisiana, June 29-
July 2, to attend the 32nd annual
convention of Key Club Inter-
national, along with some 2500
other Key Club members from
all across the continent.
Key Club International is a

service organization for high
school young men, sponsored by
Kiwanis International, and
maintains similar ideals and
objectives. There are more than
77,000 Key Clubbers in approxi-
mately 3600 clubs in high
schools of the United States,
Canada, the Bahamas and
Jamaica.
The convention gets under-

way Sunday, June 29, with an
inspirational presentation of the
Key Club interational theme
and objectives for 1975-76.
Principal speakers at the con-
vention will include their pres-
ident, Fess St. John of Cullman,
Alabama, and Roy Davis, presi-
dent of Kiwanis International,
as well as other featured
entertaining and inspiring
speakers.
The Fort Benton club was

formed in 1970 and has provided
continuing efforts in community
service. One of its activities, an
anti-vandalism program of in-
formation for students attract-
ed national publicity a year or
so ago.

Dale Witmer and three 4011R,
Scott. Keith and Joey. of San
Jose. California. left F'ort Ben
ton June Ilth on an extended
river trip. Their plans were to
travel down the Missouri in
'bele canoe. At St. Louis they

R.E. Brandel
Passes Friday
Robert Eugene Brandel, 48,

Chouteau county resident all his
life, died Friday, June 13, 1975,
at Columbus Hospital in Great
Falls.
Graveside services were held

Monday afternoon in Geraldine
Cemetery with Rev. Dwight
Harshman officiating, and with
military honors. Pallbearers
were Al Spurgeon, Gordon
Sanders, Don Rosenburg, Nor-
ris Owen, Doug Fairbanks and
Bill Bronson.
Mr. Brandel was born Nov-

ember 4, 1926, at Great Falls,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Brandel, who moved to High-
wood in 1911. He grew up in
Highwood and graduated from
Highwood high school. He
served in the air force during
World War II and following
service.
He married Vera Blyth at

Great Falls on January 23, 1949.
They have since made their
home at Geraldine He was a
member of American Legion
post at Geraldine.
Survivors are his wife, Vera,

Geraldine, and children, Joan
Evelyn and Daryl at home; his
mother, Mrs. Emma Brandel of
Highwood; two brothers and
two sisters, Fred Brandel of
Geraldine and H.E. Brandel of
Great Falls, Mrs. Bill (Ethel)
Lehman of Highwood and Mrs.
John (Bernice) Bishop of
Square Butte. His father died in
July of 1966.

Elmer W. NuIf
Died Sunday
Elmer William Null, 49,

native of Geraldine, died at his
home there on Sunday. June 15,
1975. Funeral services were this
Wednesday afternoon in the
Geraldine United Methodist
Church with Rev. Dwight
Harshman officiating. Burial
was in Geraldine Cemetery with
military honors.
He was born in Geraldine

November 28. 1925, son of Leroy
and Elitha Roe Nulf, who
homesteaded near present Ger-
aldine in 1910, three Years
before the town came into
being. Elmer grew up in
Geraldine and attended schools
there. He served in the navy
during World War H.

After the war he lived in
Alaska, then in Washington,
operating a fishing boat for
years. He married Doris Buzz-
ard March 17, 1973, at Mount
Vernon, Washington. They lived
for a short time in the Highwood
area, then moved to Geraldine
two years ago.
Survivors are his wife. Doris;

four sons and two daughters,
Roscoe NuIf of Fort Benton,
Thomas and Daniel J. NuIf of
Arlington, Washington, and
Cheryl and Billy NuIf and
Loretta Berger of Geraldine; a
brother, Leroy D. NuIf of Fort
Benton; five sister, Mrs. Willa-
dean Talvi of Bremerton, Wash-
ington, Mrs. Elmer (Rosalie)
Moe of Hepner, Oregon, and
Mrs. James (Frances) Clark
Sr., Mrs. Clifford (Kate) Scrib-
ner and Mrs. Roscoe (Geral-
dine) Anderson of Geraldine,
and six grandchildren

planned an overland trip to the
headwaters of the Mississippi in
Minnesota, thence down the
Father of Waters to New
Orleans Their planned date of
completion is January 1st.

State Winter Wheat Acres
At 2,930,000 To Be Record
Montana winter wheat acres

for harvest as of June 1st were
estimated at 2,930,000, up 11
percent from last year and
highest on record An estimated
82 million bushels of winter
wheat if realized would be
nearly five percent above last
year but still 4 6 million bushels
under the 1968 record. Winter
wheat prospects increased four
percent during the month of
May and could climb higher
with favorable weather. Fore-
casts are based on average
weather conditions to harvest.
Prospective yield as of June

1st was 28 bushels per acre,
down from last year's 29.5
bushels. A cool May held back
growth and development of the
crop, offset by good soil
moisture and condition despite
the slow growth.

Nationally, winter wheat is
estimated at a record of nearly
1.62 billion bushels, up 16
percent from 1974 but down
slightly from May 1. This would
be 227 million bushels larger
than the record 1974 crop of 1.4
billion bushels.
Kansas, biggest winter wheat

state, is expected to harvest
377.6 million bushels. Other big
producers, Nebraska 91.5 mill-
ion, Washington 119.7 million,
Arizona 20.8 million, Colorado
43.1 million, Idaho 36.1 million,
Montana 82 million, South
Dakota 20.7 million.

Calgary Notes Centennial
Of Founding On July 3rd
Calgary, Alberta, gets recog-

nition of its 100th birthday with
the July 3 release of an 8c
commemorative stamp, its
theme appropriately action in a
wild horse race, typifying its
world famed Stampede. There
were more than casual ties with
Fort Benton, of course. First
white man's building was a
trading post by a Bentonite, and
a local firm built the first
building planned on its site.
H.A. "Fred" Kanouse built a

post on the Elbow river in 1871.
It was a 20x40 foot outpost of
Fort Whoop-Up, operated by
Healy and Hamilton. The relase
in Western Stamp Collector on
the new stamp said he was a
Montana deputy sheriff and he
sold "beverages and other
items to the Indians. Kanouse
survived a battle with his
customers and departed only
after his building accidentally
blew up." That Indian whiskey
was potent stuff and Kanouse
we believe was a deputy sheriff
when something happened in
Fort Benton and Helena terri-
torial officials were informed
that nothing could be done
because all the sheriffs and
coroner were up in Whoop-Up
Country.
When the Mounted Police

came in 1874 they first estab-
lished Fort Macleod, then
decided on one on the Elbow
river. They hired I.G Baker
Company of Fort Benton to
build the stockade--the foreman
and crew were there with
materials only two weeks after
the Mounties picked the spot
that became Calgary.
Said the stamp paper story,

"Early Calgary got most of its
supplies from Fort Benton.
These came by bull train. Bull
trains consisted of three wagons
hooked together and pulled by
eight pair of oxen A 'bull
whacker' controlled the pro-
cession. His qualifications in-
cluded skill with a whip, a
powerful voice, an understand-
ing of oxen and a vocabulary
capable of impressing them." A
further note, "The first big herd
of cattle arrived in the district
in 1881 when the I.G. Baker
Company brought in 3,000 head
for a local rancher."
(Which makes the writer

wonder why he's never been
able to convince our postal
service that there ought to be a
commemorative stamp for Fort
Benton. More history to the
square inch than sizable, better
known towns have in their
entire area.)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Friday, June 20: Riverboat
Days sidewalk sales and
costume contest.

Saturday, June 21: Dance at
fair grounds

Sunday, June 22: Boats leave.
Firemen's Country Fair in
park. Paddlewheelers potluck
picnic and square dance in
park at 1:30.

July 4: Independence day.
July 5: Many local businesses

will also close Saturday.
July 12: Hoop N Holler day,

fair grounds
August 9-10: Saddle Tramps
district meet at fair grounds

August 16-17 District 2 horse
show at fair grounds

August 30-31, Sept 1: Chouteau
county fair
(Appaloosa horse show repor-

ted last week for June 28-29 is
cancelled )

Aerial Saline Seep Study
For Data Over Two Areas
Aerial photography is to be

used in the continuing effort
toward solution of saline seep
problems, according to a re-
lease from the cooperative
extension service at MSU.
Flights were planned over the
Highwood area and near Rapel-
je today ( Wednesday) but if
weather is unfavorable a second
date is set at July 2. Highwood
flight times were at noon and 11
p.m., with five mile flight lines
from near Highwood north
across the Big Sag. Others are
scheduled after the grain har-
vest but before fall rains, and
perhaps additional flights to
increase contrast between wet
and dry conditions.
Similar flights are to check

areas in the Dakotas. What the
released called "ground truth"
information on soil tempera-
tures, water levels and soil
moisture, is expected to add to
data on the entire saline seep
problem. For the Highwood
Bench area, Dr. Paul Brown of
Fort Benton, agricultural re-
search service soil scientist, is
in charge and will probably
have 10 to 15 assistants, plus
volunteers.
Aerial photography has come

to play an increasing role in
search for minerals, crop condi-
tion and reports, even in arch-
aeology.

Bennett's IGA staff: Ray
Bennett, owner; Ibbi Hansen,
Dan Hansen, Bella Smith, Doris
Kelly, Helen Drewiske, Cheryl
Singer, Jim Noble. Not included
is Genevieve, Ray's wife, who
takes a hand in the business,
too.
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Bennett's IGA, at 809 14th
Street, is housed in the former
Bybee building, which once
included a farm machinery and
auto dealership. The grocery
has occupied the site for almost
18 years. Several name changes
have occurred along the years,
currently, like most indepen-
dent groceries, it has a supply
affiliate.

BENNETT'S IGA
Bennett's IGA has occupied

its present quarters for almost
18 years, moving into the
former Bybee building in Nov-
ember, 1957. The marque was
installed in February of 1960,
one of numerous improvements
made over the years.
(As with many Fort Benton

businesses, some earlier history
must be skipped, lacking time
for hours of search. ) In 1934 Ben
Ragland and his sister, Jane
Robinson, bought Bartley 's
Grocery from the late Frank P
Bartley when the latter was
appointed postmaster. They
conducted it as the R de R
Grocery from January 10, 1934,
a tough year to begin a
business. On his sister's remar-
riage, Ben bought her interest
and renamed it Ragland Groc-
ery, operating it for twenty
years in the same site, the back
of the former Benton State Bank
building.
Ray Bennett, an employe of

Ragland's for five years or so,
purchased the business with
possession given on September
27, 1954, with operation for three
years in the same quarters as
Bennett's Grocery. The move to
the Bybee building in 1957
resulted in a change of name to
Bennett's Food Center

toormito,

!•••
„.4

Volume XCV
Number 35

Sunrise Church Service
Fort Benton Jaycees will

have sunrise church service
Sunday, June 22, at 7 a m. next
to the Jaycee booth in old fort
park.

Carter Book Sold Out
Word from Jack Castor of San

Rafael, California, is that all
copies of the book he recently
produced have been sold He
writes that "I recouped my
expenses which was all I
wanted to do. I have had several
letters from old timers who
have given me more material
for my files. Also at long last, I
have a photograph of the Earle
and Tate Store—the original
section prior to its being
enlarged. I am continuing to
collect any photographs and
stories I can. Who knows,
maybe I'll do a reprint some
day and make a few additions."
This usually happens with

these cross-sections of a com-
munity's history, although the
Carter book sold out quicker
than usual. As soon as all are
gone, the laggards decide they
wanted a copy. So far as we
know, reprints of the Pleasant
Valley and Egly books are still
available. Highwood's fine his-
torical effort on a long settled
community sold out several
years ago. Meanwhile Geral-
dine is working on a book--it
might help the committee to
decide on number if residents
let them know they'll buy one or
more.

Jaycee of Year
J.P. Mansfield III, son of Mr.

and Mrs. James P. Mansfield
Jr. of Geyser, who ranch in
Chouteau county, was selected
"Jaycee of the Year" recently
by Huron, South Dakota, Jay-
cees. He was state Jaycee
director during the past year
and has been active in South
Dakota Jaycee work. He moved
to Huron from Great Falls,
where he was active with the
Great Falls group. He is agri-
cultural loan officer at the
National Bank of South Dakota.
His wife is the former Lora Van
Voast of Geyser.

Chouteau County District
Hospital at Fort Benton

The staff at the Chouteau
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc.:

ADMISSIONS
Carl C. Jacobson, Carter,

June 11.
Floyd Osborn, city, June 12.
Mrs Ralph Olson, city, June

13.
Earl Missey, Great Falls;

Beatrice Gaudet, Canada, June
14.
Boyd LeMond, city; Thelma

Bramlette, city; Jody Milledge,
Loma, June 15.

Alice Worrall, Loma; Myrna
Peters. city; Shirley Clark,
city: Elenette Bach, city, June
16.

DISMISSALS
L.H.Armstrong, city, June

12.
Floyd Osborn, city; Earl

Missey, Great Falls, June 14.
Patrick Reeser, city; Betty

Olson and son, city, June 15.
BIRTHS

A son to Mrs. Ralph Olson,
city, June 13.
A daughter to Mrs. Jerry

Bach, city, June 16.
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Numerous Activities Are On
Tap For Coming Week End

Visitors Pass Three Thousand
There were 881 visitors at the

Fort Benton museum last week,
with 235 Saturday and 256
Sunday with many visitors in
town for the Little Britches
rodeo. The week made the total
for the year 3,221 Receipts
were good, $343.70, of which
$40.85 was in contributions.
Total for the year in receipts is
$949.70.

Reappraisal Is
Club Program
Ralph Krieg, district super-

visor of the property valuation
division of the Montana depart-
ment of revenue, explained the
five year reappraisal program
of the department Tuesday at
Kiwanis Clair Sykes presided
and Stan Price was program
chairman. Bill Morrison gave
the safety short.
Another "leg" of the Kiwanis

election of officers was conduc-
ted by Gilbert Wethern. Due to
lack of a willing member,
selection of a first vice presi-
dent is still pending. Steve
Kohler will be incoming second
vice president, and George
Vielleux continues as treasurer.
New directors will be Paul
Brown, Elwyn Ary, Doug Fer-
guson and Dennis Mecklenburg.
Mr. Krieg explained that the

five year plan was to bring
Montana property valuations
for tax purposes into equaliza-
tion over the state, and the first
step was to set up a schedule
which would result in each
county being fully revalued
every five years. Basis of
assessment, he explained, was
market value of a property.
New construction normally is
valued on that basis at the
outset.
For Chouteau county, he said,

city lots were revalued in fiscal
1974 while the next year only
new construction was. In 1976
reappraisal would be of urban
and rural residential improve-
ments, in 1977 rural and urban
commercial improvements, in
1978-79 to reappraise agricultur-
al land, a two year job, and in
1980 the cycle would start again.
The speaker said that even

though county assessments
should rise in areas reapprais-
ed, the total local tax bill would
be limited to a five percent
increase. This would not apply,
he said in a reply to a question,
to state levies. Another question
brought a 30 percent figure as
anticipated increase in total
Montana assessments.
Mr. Krieg said the overall

plan of operation and order of
work was based on the premise
some classes of property are
assessed more unevenly, county
by county, than are others.

Local Rainbow Girls Attend
Grand Assembly In Bozeman
June 12, 13, 14 eight Rainbow

Girls and two adult advisors
from Fort Benton attended the
Rainbow Grand Assembly in
Bozeman. There were approx-
imately 900 girls from around
the state in attendance at grand
assembly.
The Fort Benton assembly

received several honors during
the session. Cindy Kurth was
selected for the grand choir,
and was also selected to sing a
solo "God Bless America"
accompanied by Mrs Bernie
Gertson, at the opening of the
Friday night session
During the Saturday morning

session Phyllis Birkeland was
selected to run for the office of
grand Hope. Phyllis did not get
elected to grand Hope, and
during the afternoon she was
appointed grand Immortality,
and Mary Ann Hanford was
appointed grand representative
to Illinois It is quite unusual for
one Assembly to have two girls
selected in one year for these
important appointments. Oth-
ers attending the sessions were
Sheryl Janssen, Benton worthy
advisor, Sandy Pearson, wor-
thy associate advisor; Denise
Janssen, Charity, Richie Walk-
er, Hope; Deanna Moline,
Faith, and Carolyn Janssen,
mother advisor.
Notice to all Rainbow Girls

attending DeMolay grand ball
in Havre: Members will meet in
front of the lodge hall June 21st
at 5:00 p m. Members will not
be attending the banquet, but
you are asked to bring $3.00 to
cover travel expenses.
You may wear jeans and

carry your formal if you wish.
Will arrive home around 1:30
a m Please bring a persiit slip
made out by a parent or
guardian stating that you have
permission to ride the bus to
and from Havre, and have them
sign it See you there

An interesting week end with
numerous activities is on tap for
Fort Benton area residents.
Major interest of local people
will be departure of the Fort
Benton to Fort Peck river
cruise Sunday at 1 p.m. but
there are more activities
Fort Benton merchants, who

will be closed on Sunday,
adapted the theme to their
Friday "Riverboat Days"
sales, with sidewalk sales
planned by many. Owners and
employes should also dress in
appropriate costume, says the
sponsoring Fort Benton Com-
mercial Club, and the general
public is invited to vote on the
best costumes Ads in this issue
provide a suggestion of what
Friday may offer thrifty shop-
pers.
The Fort Benton Volunteer

Fire Department has been
advertising their country fair
and dance. The latter comes
first, Saturday night at the fair
grounds, with music by the
Shadetrees. In addition there's
a chili feed, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., and
half a beef to be awarded at
midnight. Proceeds help the
department along. Sunday is
their country fair, with games
for young and old in the park,
starting at 2 p.m. In addition,
chili feed, hamburgers and
pronto pups will ease any
hunger pangs.
Jaycees this year gave up

their previous barbecue, it
proving too difficult to come out
ahead, in fact they've lost
money on it several times. But
their breakfast in the park
starts at 7 a.m. and continues
considerably longer than in the
past--late risers note.
This year for the first time,

the sponsoring Glasgow Cham-
ber of Commerce put out
advance publicity on their 19th
annual Missouri river cruise.
That, one may expect, will help
increase the number of entries,
which were too few last year.
Actually, their cruise is a
bargain. The Glasgow CC
charges $15 per person, whict
includes steaks for three eve-
ning steak fries, as well as
expert guidance, advance infor-
mation as to what is needed,
and personnel to provide histor-
ical and other information
enroute to Fort Peck.
The weather is always a

question mark at the time of the
cruise; the travelers are almost
certain to hit rain some time
during their seven days on the
river; about as certain to have
some fine weather, too. They'll
certain view: scenery and histor-
ic points unfamiliar to far too
many people along the way
through the last stretch of the
Missouri remaining about as
Lewis and Clark first saw it
We almost forgot, Paddle-

wheelers are holding their
potluck picnic and square dance
in the park Sunday as well,
country music and dancing, and
spectators are welcome.

County Students Receive
29 Degrees On June 7th
Montana State University at

Bozeman awarded 1645 degrees
at its 79th annual commence-
ment, bringing the total to
29,364 since founding in 1893. Of
the total, 29 degrees went to
college students from Chouteau
county.
A master's degree went to

Robert Pasha of Highwood. The
other 28 were bachelor's de-
grees: Betty Handl, Virginia
Hume, Joe Pokorny, Vonnie
Robertson, William Roth, Big
Sandy; Vivian Charlson, Carla
Meeks, Carter; Becky White-
horn, Flnweree; Thomas Al-
bers, Kerry Anderson, Ronald
Doll, Alan Lippert, Karen
Lippert, Dennis Lusin, Mary
Moorse, Nancy Nagengast,
David Pederson, Patricia Stein-
bacher, Fort Benton, Joan
Brandel, Joleen Larsen, Robert
Woodburn, Geraldine, Kendra
Johnson, Dennis Keaster, John
Zanto, Highwood, Rachel Dan-
reuther, Leann Honrud, I,oma.

Preliminary Work Approved
Construction of a bridge over

the Missouri River north of
Winifred is moving closer to
reality with notice of approval
by the federal highway admin-
istration of a program for
preliminary engineering for
construction of the bridge
The department of highways

said the proposed bridge site is
located about 24 miles north-
west of Winifred on secondary
route 236 at the county line
between Chouteau and Fergus
counties
Surveying will begin when

crews are available, probably
In the fall The environmental
statement has been approved
and public hearing.s have been
held, the department said


