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wheat
committee
news... L.

by

Robert Brastrup,
hiet executive

Great •Falls--in continuation
of last week's column, why is
that ever-increasing demand
for food grains around the world
doesn't result in all-out produc-
tion and prosperity for Mon-
tana's grain producers?
Again, some background may

prove helpful:
Ever since World War lithe

farm prices of U.S. food grains
have been supported by the
federal government The result
was to encourage very high
production levels with the
government buying surplus ov-
er what the market would take.
Very large carryover stocks

accumulated. Since these car-
ryovers had a depressing effect
on prices one secretary of
agriculture after another came
under pressure to reduce these
large stocks of grain--mostly
wheat and corn.
At the same time land,

previously in grain, was pulled
out of production and placed in
reserve--about 50 million acres.
The farmer, in order to benefit
from the price support program
on his acreage allotment, plac-
ed some land in this reserve.
But he kept his best land in
grain and, under the program
incentives, poured into it the
maximum inputs of fertilizer,
pesticides and practices. Yields
per acre went up and up and
carryovers increased enor-
mously.
Then someone had the bright

idea of reducing carryover
stocks by selling or giving grain
to the hungry people in the poor
countries. This program, known
as title I and II of public law 480,
was enacted in the mid-fifties.
Under title I, the U.S. sold grain
to countries lacking dollar
exchange in their own -soft"
currency with the provision that
the receiving country keep the
funds and use them for develop-
ment. Title Ii was a give-away
program except that the U.S.
only donated grain on a
preferential basis related to our
foreign or military objectives
based on diplomatic stategy--to
countries such as South Viet-
nam, Cambodia, Laos, South
Korea, Turkey, Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

All of these twistings and
turnings of policy and govern-
ment intervention were repeat-
edly justified to the American
public as private enterprise and
a free market economy, when in
fact they were specific evidence
of the opposite.
The explanations and justifi-

cations for these programs
confused all of us--and the
American farmer in particular!
People found it easier to accept
the official explanation than to
look deeply into the reality of
the agrarian side of our econ-
omy.
Food was simply something

one bought at the supermarket
No one bothered to think about
how it was produced or market-
ed. Taxpayers did not consider
their contribution to farm
products; they concentrated
their attention only on the
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FARM EQUIPMENT
1974 M.E. 1500 I 1
Duals, Cab & Air Cond.. 175
hrs. total time.

1470 CASE 4 W.D. w/cab

TR14 WAGNER-220 Cummins,
Cab & Air Condition, 23.1x26
tires dueled with 16.9x34-75%
rubber. has 600 hrs. on a
comolete major overhaul.

New STEIGER Super-Wildcat
18.4x34 Duals, Cab & Air

New STEIGER Bearcat
18.4x34 Duals. Cab & Air

New MASSEY 1505, 23.,1x34
Singles, Cab & Air

New MASSEY 195 Gas utility
tractor

New MASSEY 175 Gas Utility
Tractor

2 New I.H.C. 14 ft. 12" spacing
150 Drills

New J.H.C. 14 ft 10" spacing
150 Drill

4 I.11.C. 0480 Disk Harrows, 22"
Blades, 19 ft. to 24 ft.

ALL THESE UNITS IN STOCK
NOW AT

MUSICK IMPLEMENT CO.

DENTON, MONTANA

Phone 567-2500

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Dana Fitzgerald
Roger 1ohnson

Ed Keil
Glenn Moore
Lloyd Mosdal

Clarence Ritter
George Skarda

weekly outlay at the checkout
counter
Secretaries of agriculture are

often caught in a bind. When
grain stocks go up they are
under pressure to get rid of the
stuff because the overage
depresses market prices. But if
they sell too much prices drop
sharply. P.L. 480 was a device
for avoiding this dilemma--a
case of eating our cake and
having it oo. Under P.L. 480 we
could move grain abroad under
arrangements that did not
affect world grain prices.
As a natural consequence of

P.L. 480. food became a major
instrument of U.S. foreign
policy. The grain-short nations
like Japan, able to pay for it,
came to depend increasingly on
U.S. suppliers. This implied an
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American responsibility that
had to be discharged. Food-poor
countries could receive U S food
--if we like their politics. In the
case of unforeseen crop failures
or natural disasters, the implied
obligation was that the U S
should provide food relief

All of these activities have
had their origins in ad hoc
political decisions, not in a
stable program based 011 wisely
conceived, long-range plans
which the American grain
producer ( and the world, can
view with any great confidence.
That we currently are suffering
the natural aftermath of this ad
hoc political approach is obvi-
ous. But more next week...

Crop Condition Good
The weekly crop bulletin

feports that Montana grain
crops were mostly in good
condition at the week end
Winter wheat conditions range
from good to excellent, while
spring sown grains are rated

•

Mark's Coin
Car Wash

Open 24 Hours For A
Clean, Sparkling Shine

fair to good. moco... good
Winter s. al is ..:aseasonably
slom to mature. due to cool.
rainy weather. About a third
was in the boot, with very little
headed Normally at mid-June
50 percent is in the boot and 20
percent headed
A moisture summary of

selected weather stations shows
Fort Benton one of the wettest
spots in the state, with 10 35
inches from April 1 to June 13.
This is more than double
normal for the season. Only Red
Lodge with 13 16 and Ekalaka
with 10 70 inches for the period,
had more than this point All
north central points reported
had above normal. but Har-
lem's 4 42 inches \% as only 116

BRING NEW
LIFE TO YOUR
CARPETING
Revive the original beauty
of your rugs. Cleaned in
your own home
by Von Schrader
dry-foam method.
No muss. No fuss.
No odor. Use the
same day.

All work
guaranteed.
Phone for
estimate
today.

< .

NU-WAY CLEANING
Carpets - Walls • Upholstery
378-3161, Big Sandy, Mont.

percent of average and Havres
4.98 w as 140 percent Cut Bank
had received 8 27 inches. Con-
rad 7 98 and Malta 6 69 inches,
among the other north central
stations reported

Hope For 1976 Letting
Improvement of the Cascade

county secondary road from its
junction with highway 87-89
near Malmstrom to the Four
Corners may be up for letting in

1976, says the state highway
department. No firm date has
been set, but a 1976 letting was
seen possible depending on
problems encountered during
design, availability of funds and
whether it v. ill be necessary to
acquire additional right of was
Work to be performed would

include minor grading and
shaping of existing roadway.
stabiliLation of some large
existing fills, leveling courses

Complete CUMIN
BREEDING SERVICE

NOW AVAILABLE:
* Full line of CURTiSS beef and dairy

semen for artificial breeding.
* Nitrogen refrigeration tanks and regular

refill service.

* Complete line of breeding supplies.
* Quality animal health products.

For full details on the availability of this full
line cattle service from CURTISS, contact:

CURTiSS Semen & Supply Truck Schedule
Geraldine at 1 p.m. Fort Benton at 2:30

Monday, July 14

JOE TADEVICK
Phone 737-4397 Shonkin, Montana

on some sections, surfacing ana
striping This portion of the
Highwood road to Great Falls
was built first and suffered
considerable deterioration. Ex-
isting road from the town of

Highwood to the Four Corners is
generally in much better condi
tion

IDEAL Farm Record Sys
tems, sheets at River Press. rp
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TIRE

POLYESTER CORD TIRES
Set of 4 for Price of Two!

78 STEEL RADIALS
Buy 3 -- Get 4th one FREE!

Central Service Station
Phone 622-5221 Fort Benton
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Rebates
Rebates

Rebates
Rebates

Save $8.00
Retail
Benton Pharmacy
Discount

Remington Rebate.
PD 900

$34.95

500
29.95

... 3.00
$26.95

AND

Consumers, who purchase any of the above models during the
promotion period and send in proof of purchase in the form
of the sales slip and registration portion of the warranty
card, will receive the appropriate rebate check direct from
Remington.

Save $6.00
Retail
Benton Pharmacy
Discount

Remington Rebate.

Battu Pluetauteg

$31.95

400
27.95

▪ _2.00
25.95
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