
County Trailblazers Trip
Encounters Storm And Rain

By Lucille Carlson
The Chouteau County Trail-

blazers departed Monday, June
30, from Montague According
to Cora Lee Harvey, the
secretary, there were 112 parti-
cipants this year This was the
fifth trip taken; the fourth since
they organized the Trailblazers
in 1971. Bob "Skippy" Hender-
son was trail boss and Bob
Harvey, wagon boss. There
were a total of eighty-six
horseback riders, four wagons
and three buggies rode into
Geraldine the evening of July
3rd, led by Skippy Henderson.
The first night the wagon

train camped at the Big Sag
home ranch where they were hit
by a violent thunderstorm that
night. They all managed to
survive, although were a bit
uncomfortable due to the fact
that tents were flattened by the
storm and sleeping gear got
wet.
Because of the storm they had

to change their scheduled route,
instead of going through the
Highwood mountains they went
around Kingsbury Lake and
camped that night at the
Stillwell place on the Leroy
Strand ranch. The third day
they cut across to the shearing
camp between Square Butte
and Round Butte. That evening
they camped at the Square
Butte water works which was
according to one of the Trail-
blazers, the only night they
didn't have rain. The fourth day
the route took them through the
Hobart Bell ranch and on into
Geraldine where they arrived
shortly before five Thursday
evening. The wagon train was
led into town by Skippy Hender-
son before a crowd of interested
spectators. The evening ended
with a steak supper and street
dance.
Steve's Supper Club of Fort

Benton catered all the meals.
He awarded a steak dinner for
the most authentic costume on
the last day of the trail ride.
This was won by Iza Blyth.
In spite of the weather, and

having to spend the trost of
their time drying out sleeping
bags and people, it was a fun
trip for everyone.

Three Sisters
Died In Fire
Three teenage girls. Charlotte

and Charlene Rose, 18 year old
twins, and Sherry Rose, 17, died
of asphyxiation in a fire in
Great Falls last Friday. July 4,
1975. The girls' stepbrother,
Fred Cobb, 16, and two others
living in a second upstairs
apartment were rescued by
firemen.
Funeral services for the three

girls were being held this
Wednesday afternoon, July 9, in
Benton Funeral Home, with
burial in Riverside Cemetery
Mother of the girls is Mrs. Fred
(Helen Hankins) Cobb of Fort
Benton. Their father, Tony
Rose, lives south of Great Falls.
Charlotte and Charlene were

born October 10, 1956. in Great
Falls. Sherry Lorraine was born
June 21, 1958, in Great Falls. All
three had attended C. M.
Russell high school in Great
Falls, the twins having complet-
ed their junior years and Sherry
her sophomore.
A brother, Tony Rose Jr., 7,

was drowned in the Missouri
river in 1972 at Great Falls.
Survivors are the parents,

Tony Rose Sr. and Mrs. Cobb,
and a sister, Mrs. Gary (Sheila(
Collins of Great Falls.
The twin sisters were three

months old when fire destroyed
the Rose family home at
Armington January 2.5. 1957.
The father managed to get all to
safety before the house was
destroyed with all possessions
lost.

Shown at the planting of the
"Liberty Tree- are: From left
to right Audi Wynn Baack,
Professor George Evans, Junne
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Hoop N Holler Day
Fifth annual -Hoop N Holler"

day sponsored by the Saddle
Tramps will be held here
Saturday. July 12, starting at :3
p.m. at the fair grounds
Entries must be in not later
than 2 p.m. Saturday. There are
numerous events listed for all
ages on posters distributed by
the Saddle Tramps, and con-
cessions will be open all day

Swimming Pool
May Open Soon
Due mainly to adverse weath-

er conditions and other factors,
the new swimming pool has
been delayed in completion, but
is now tentatively scheduled to
open July 15th.
The swimming pool will be

managed by Dan Nottingham,
with Darcy Morger and Peggy
Leinart as swimming instruct-
ors and life guards. Desk and
change room attendants, on a
rotation basis are Joyce Drube,
Lynn Meeks, Fran Walborn and
Diane Goldhahn.
Season ticket prices are: 12

years and under $6.50, 13 to 18
years, $7.50, 19 years and over
$8.50, family $17.00. Due to the
lateness of opening, the above
prices are being reduced one-
third, making it $4.30, $5.00,
$5.65 and $11.50.

Daily tickets in the above
categories are: 75c, $1.00 and
$1.25. Those desiring to avoid
the rush for season tickets at the
pool, may purchase them at the
city hall, Thursday. July 10th
and Friday the 11th from 10
a.m. to 12 noon.
The pool will be closed on

Monday unless due to weather
conditions, the pool has been
closed during the previous
week. Open swimming hours
will be 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Swim
lesson schedule will appear
when date of opening of pool is
more definite.
For any further information

contact Dan Nottingham at the
pool

Anniversary of
D. Bokovoys
Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Bokovoy

Sunday observed their 60th
wedding anniversary. Actually,
Dixon Bokovoy and Stacy
Rumynson were married in
Fort Benton February 17, 1915,
by Rev. J.N. Chesnutt. The
summer date was selected as
the only time all the six children
could attend.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Boko-

voy of San Diego, Doris
Bokovoy of Eugene, Oregon.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob (Lillian
Bokovoy) Cottingham of Van-
couver, Washington, Mr. and
Mrs. Al Bokovoy of Lewistown,
Irene Roudebush of Geraldine
and Elmer Bokovoy and family
of Fort Benton were all able to
attend the Sunday anniversary.
The Bokovoys have spent all

their wedded life in Chouteau
county. He came to homestead
near Geraldine in April, 1910,
and they farmed there until 1944
when they moved to Fort
Benton. Most of the children
graduated from the local high
school.

First Liberty Tree Planted
At Carter Last Wednesday
Last Wednesday at the Audie

Baack ranch, the Fort Benton
Flower Growers and Professor
George Evans of MSU in
Bozeman planted a Scotch pine
commemorating the occasion to
re-affirm the deep roots of our
heritage. This is one of the
garden club's national projects
for the Bicentennial year.

Johnsrud, Betty Taylor, Verna
Sullivan, Carol Works and Jean
Swensgard
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R. Dedman BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
Passes Friday
Reuben E. Dedman, 80, a long

time resident of Chouteau
county, died Friday morning,
July 4, 1975, in Seattle.
Funeral services will be

Thursday at 11 a.m. at the
Benton Funeral Home with
Rev. Chet Shaw officiating.
Burial will be in Riverside
Cemetery with military honors.
Pallbearers are John Kelly, Bill
Kelly, Ray Lohr, John Davison,
Harry Gerdsmeyer and Bob
Fisher. Honorary pallbearers
are Tim Abel, Jim White and
Howard LeFurgey.
Mr. Dedman was born May

22, 1895, in Sweet Springs,
Missouri, son of Martin and
Cordelia Dedman. His father
died when he was 9 years old.
After graduation from high
school he came to Montana and
about 1914 was one of the early
homesteaders in the Russell
Lection.
He sold his homestead when

he entered the army in 1917. He
served in France and was
wounded in action in the
Argonne. He was awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal,
the Purple Heart and received a
letter of commendation from
President Woodrow Wilson. Af-
ter discharge from service he
studied veterinary medicine
and worked as a cowboy in the
Powder River country. He later
formed a partnership with his
stepfather in the Pleasant
Valley area.
On December 20, 1924, he was

united in marriage to Gladys
Buffington. They farmed in the
Russell area for many years
and for the past 27 years have
lived in Fort Benton.
Survivors include his wife and

three children, Earl of Bothell,
Washington, Dorothy Preston of
Hot Springs, Montana, and
Elsie Younggren of Edmonds.
Washington, and fifteen grand-
children.

4-H Contests
Held June 25
The annual 4-H demonstra-

tion, judging and public speak-
ing day was held June 25, 1975 at
the 4-H building at the fair
grounds. Around 35 4-Hers
gathered for this event. The
demonstrations and public
speaking ran from 10:30 to 3:00
o'clock in the afternoon, taking
a short break for a sack lunch.
Judges were Mrs. Paul Brown,
and Hal Brown.
Top demonstrator in the

senior division was Sheryl
Arnst, receiving a blue ribbon
on her bread demonstration
entitled, "The Staff of Life",
Ann Drga received second and a
blue ribbon. Helen Dostal, third
and a red ribbon, and Marilyn
Jo Leazenby fourth and a red
ribbon.
Top demonstrator, and the

only blue ribbon for the junior
division, was Jinny Swan with
an excellent demonstration en-
titled "Poppin Good Popovers",
James Leazenby received sec-
ond and a red ribbon, and
Theresa McGowan third and a
red ribbon. Others who received
a red ribbon, but did not place
are as follows: Dan Reid. Heidi
Birgenheier, Dennis Arnst, Lyle
Arnst, James Witt, and Colleen
McGowan. White place ribbons
were given to Mike Goldhahn,
Rona Laubach. Clyde Leazenby
and Laurie Tadevick.
Top public speaker was Ann

Drga, who spoke on the 'History
of 4-H'. receiving a blue ribbon,
Marilyn Jo Leazenby received
second and a red ribbon, and
Peggy Leazenby third and a red
ribbon.
Eighteen different items were

judged. Terry Silvan received
first place in the senior division
with a total of 872 points. Starle
Taylor second, 817 points, and
Tina Manley third, 811 points In
the junior division Colleen
McGowan received first place
with 759 points, Mike Goldhahn
second, 751 points. and Arlene
Hazen third, 742 points.
Blue ribbon senior division

demonstrators are eligible for
4-H congress.

Transportation Payment
The state superintendent's

office announced payment of
the second half of transporta-
tion reimbursement to the
various counties. Chouteau is to
receive $20,696.37. The state
pays a third of basic costs of
pupil transportation in accord-
ance with a schedule set by law
The rest comes from county tax
levy and school district taxes

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
,July 12 Hoop N Holler day, fair
grounds

August 9-10- Saddle Tramps,
district meet at fair grounds.

August 16-17: District 2 horse
show at fair grounds.

August 30-31, Sept I: Chouteau
county fair

Gambles store is in the
building which housed the
Safeway Store until the business
was closed after World War IL
then was quarters for the Vets
Club until that moved to its
present location in 1954. Origin-
al quarters of Gambles is now
Marion's Floral, Farm Bureau
Insurance and Farm Bureau
office.

GAMBLES STORE
Joan and John Gernant came

here from Billings early in 1973
to reopen a Gambles Store in
Fort Benton, with a complete
new stock This was a renewal
of a store in continuous opera-
tion here for more than 35
years, and next to the first store
here to carry the name.
John and Joan Gernant char-

acterize their business as a
family operation, regard busi-
ness as good and note, "Gam-
bles is celetrating their 50th
year this year. Gambles is the
eith largest retailer in the U.S
of our-type." It was also the first

--of organized dealer supplier
operations in Fort Benton, a
system now used by most
hardware and appliance stores
The Gambles Store in Fort

Benton, under a rather lengthy
list of owners and managers,
has been in business here since
about 1936, with one interrup-
tion.
_ Fred Scarlett we believe.
started the store here ( if wrong,
somebody inform the River
Press) about 1936, and operated
it for 12 years, leaving for
Rawlins, Wyoming to operate a
larger store, in 1948. Purchaser

was E.J. Serbin from Greybull.
Wyoming. It was during
"Serb's" time here that Gam-
bles expanded into the former
Safeway Store, which had then
been the Vets Club, to add a
furniture department. Mr. and
Mrs. Serbin went back to
Rochester, Minnesota, where he
has been in school transporta-
tion contracting business,
Next owner was Lloyd Eggle-

ston of Havre, owner from 1957,
who had Ken Funk as manager.
Gilbert Scott purchased Gam-
bles in 1959, operated it with a
son for a time, sold the business
to Lloyd Wagner in 1962 but had
to repossess in 1964. Don
McDonald, Dick Jahnke and
Lou Safko were managers to
sale of the business by Mr. Scott
February 21, 1966, purchasers
being Earl and Jennie Catkin.
The Calkins operated the store
for more than six years, but in
July, 1972. announced a quitting
business sale, due to his health.
The old stock was cleaned out
shortly after, and the Gambles
organization provided the new
stock when the Gernants reop-
ened in March of 1973.

The 4-H Chouteau county
dress revue will be held July 16
at 9:30 a.m. in the elementary
school auditorium. Everyone
welcome. Judges will be Mrs.
Bill Thornby and Mrs. Joe
Forzley.

Joan and John Gernant wel-
come customers to their
Gambles Store at 1312 Front
Street. The Gernants came here
early in 1973 to reopen a
business which had operated
here for more than 35 years.
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Grain Grading
Gets Attention
A series of meetings were

scheduled in Helena this week
with a major interest in grain
grading, weighing and contam-
ination in the export trade,
where much of the Treasure
state grain now goes
Ray Aman, manager of the

Big Sandy Grain Co., recently
reported that lower protein
tests reported from Portland
terminals had resulted in a loss
of $90,000 last year alone on his
grain handle. This was of major
interest and an emergency
meeting was called by Gov.
Thomas L. Judge with various
farm organizations. Congress-
man Melcher also reported that
the report from the Big Sandy
company was to be considered
in an examination of grain
testing procedures in the nation.
More reports out of Washing-

ton are that few grain ships
have left New Orleans in recent
years with their cargoes prop-
erly graded and weighed. Grain
was given a higher quality
grade than it deserved, and
cargoes were short-weighted.
Senator Clark of Iowa said one
major company sold 18 million
tons more of grain in one year
than its books showed it had
received in its elevators. He is a
member of a senate investiga-
ting committee on the grain
scandals.
The USDA plans a revision of

its sampling system of grain
shipped to foreign markets, a
spokesman said Monday.
Short weight and poor quality

have been charged by foreign
buyers, with some order cancel-
lations following receipt of
deficient cargoes. The United
States has relied heavily upon
agricultural exports to make up
a balance of trade deficit
following increase in crude oil
prices, so the matter is of
interest to all citizens, not just
the farmers.

Montana Guest Guide
Montana Travel Hosts, tour-

ism arm of the Montana
Chamber of Commerce, has
released its "Guest Guide to
Montana," the most compre-
hensive directory to Montana's
attractions, recreations, places
and events ever produced.
Copies of the softbound large
size book are available at the
First State Bank here at $2.95.
Or they can be ordered from
Montana Chamber of Com-
merce, Box 1730, Helena, at
$3.45 by mail.)
Many of the pictures are in

color, and the text covers many
phases of Treasure state attrac-
tions, we note several notes and
pictures on this area. It's not
"dated" and is recommended
for a catalog on Montana, or for
friends in other areas.

Chouteau County District
Hospital at Fort Benton

The staff at the Chouteau
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc.:

ADMISSIONS
Doris Motley, Geraldine, July

7
Ethyel Armstrong, city, July

L.H. Armstrong, city, July 8.
DEATH

Von Lenington, city, July 7.
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Early July Showers Turn
To Warm Week End In Area

Big Week At Museum
There were 1384 visitors at the

Fort Benton museum for the
week ending Sunday, topped by
416 on the 4th, and the biggest
week this year. k'isitors for 1975
now number 6623, about 650
behind last year but 2200 below
the 8817 in 1972 when an
attendance record was set.

It is a different story with
receipts, the $491.60 ( included
$110.60 in contributions) was
one of the best ever. The 1975
receipts are outrunning any
previous year to this point, at
$2152.10. This is more than $600
ahead of 1974. about the same
ahead of 1973, and almost $250
more than the record year of
1972.
Helen Seright, custodian, not-

ed a few comments from
visitors: Super museum; nice--
sure a big buffalo; enjoy it
every time; extremely enter-
taining; well displayed; won-
derful to see; dull but interest-
ing; one of the best small
museums we have ever seen.
We know from past years,
favorable comments outnum-
ber unfavorable many times.

Von Lenington
Died July 7th
At approximately noon Mon-

day, July 7th, 1975, the long and
eventful life of Von D. Lening-
ton, homesteader, soldier, tur-
key farmer, wheat and cattle
rancher, husband and father,
drew to a close.
Von Dane Lenington, eldest

son of Asberry Beeks and Lora
Etta (Middaugh) Lenington,
was born January 17, 1894, in
Zanesville, Indiana. Around
1914 he graduated from high
school, then a relaitvely rare
accomplishment, in Hunting-
ton, Indiana. In 1916 he came
out to Montana with a home-
steader acquaintance just to see
the country. After a short visit
he returned to Indiana deter-
mined to see no more of this
''god-forsaken country." But as
many a visitor has learned
Montana works a peculiar
magic and within the year the
young Von Lenington was back,
to take up a homestead of his
own southeast of the Bear Paw
mountains.
But even as he returned the

First World War was raging in
Europe and the United States
was being inexorably drawn
into the conflict. On October 7,
1917, Von Lenintgon was induct-
ed into the U.S. Army and was
transported from Fort Benton
to them Camp (now Fort)
Lewis, Washington. When they
got there they found that there
were no cooks available so Von
and "a kid from Carter"
volunteered to cook for the
group until regular cooks could
be found. Thus Von Lenington
became an army cook. He
served with the A.E.F. in
France from July 18, 1918, to
August 30, 1919. He was
discharged from the army
September 3, 1919, and awarded
travel pay back to Fort Benton.
What he came back to was

hard times. Drought and de-
pression simultaneously struck
the Montana wheat regions But
by dint of hard work and
frugality he not only survived
but began to prosper and by
1923 had begun farming opera-
tions on land west of Fort
Benton now the property of his
nephew Charles Lenington It
was there that a young lady
from the Tunis area, Esther
Smith, began to take note of
him
Meanwhile Von was joined in

his farming operations by his
brother, Clayton Jason Lening-
ton, who came to stay in 1924
and by his other brother Don E.
Lenington and his mother Lora
Etta who came to stay in 1926.
For several years they operated
the farm west of Fort Benton as
a joint venture. It was during
this time that they were most
involved in the turkey business,
in which Von made something
of a reputation as a turkey
grader.
On March 16, 1935, Von

Lenington and Esther Jose-
phine Smith, daughter of CAI.
Smith, of Fort Benton, were
joined in holy matrimony by
Rev. Joel Benton of the First
Christian Church Shortly
thereafter, Von purchased the
old LaBarre place out on the
Marias River north of Fort
Benton and the newlyweds took
up residence there_ The years
that followed were devoted to
farming and raising a family
The farm prospered steadily if
not spectacularly and the fam-
ily grew apace By the time he
was disabled by a stroke in 1964
Von was owner of one of the
larger farms in the area and the
father of seven children

Early July showers, the first
two or three days of the month,
turned into hot week end
weather, with temperatures
charging into the 90s Fort
Benton's 95 on Sunday was high
of three reports, but the
warmest day was seemingly the
one which started on a 69
minimum, then progessed into
an 85 on the 3rd, following the
rains. The humidity made that
mark seem warmer than fol-
lowups as much as ten degrees
higher. Monday here was cool-
er, with light showers Monday
night in a distinct change in the
hot pattern.
Genou received more than

just showers to start July off,
with .47 inch the 1st, .35 the 2nd
and an even 1.00 the third, for
1.82 inches. Geraldine received
an unwelcome hail and rain the
lst, with moisture content of .72,
followed by .50 on the second
The hail, apparently a split
storm, went through the Square
Butte bench from Big Sandy
causing losses of 100 percent
over a wide area. Another
storm angled northeast, start-
ing just north of Geraldine,
according to reports. Fort
Benton had the least moisture
.23 July land .08 the 2nd, for .31.
The last day of June brought

no added moisture from last
week's report. June at Fort
Benton provided 7.07 inches of
rain, a record for the month and
second high for any month
(May, 1876, amounted to 11.06:.
High temperature in June was
86, low was 39, and the 1975
moisture total to July I was
17.30 inches.
Genou has received 4.95

inches of rain during the month
just past, that station's wettest
June. High was 85, low 33, and
1975 total for six months 13.09.
Geraldine's 2.49 was lowest of

the three for June. High was 85,
low 35, and total for the year
10.69, to July 1. Shonkin has had
28.89 inches to July 1st.

Benton Geral. Genou
30 83 45 81 48 41
1 .. 79 54 78 48 78 54
2 ..  84 58 83 57 81 40
3  85 69 84 60 61
4  92 60 90 60 87 56
5  93 61 91 59 90 59
6  95 60 94 57 93 60

Hail Losses
Were Heavy
Two probably related hail

storms which hit about 9 p.m.
June 30 caused heavy losses in
the Geraldine and Square Butte
bench areas of this county
Jon West at the ASC office

charted reports of hail losses
reaching his office which show-
ed the biggest storm touched
down near Big Sag and headed
due eastward with a path of
eight to ten miles wide, one edge
being near Geraldine and the
other near Square Butte. This
storm caused the heaviest
damage on the bench east of the
two towns, 100 percent losses in
some fine wheat stands_ It went
on into the breaks where there
is less agricultural land.
The second storm, which may

have split off from the main
storm near Geraldine, angled
northeastward on a narrower
path.
The storms hit heavily in the

equivalent of about three town-
ships and there were scattered
reports of hail damage between
the storms. Probably severe to
total damage was done to 25,000
acres or more of excellent
crops, the River Press estimat-
ed from the maps.

He was firmly committed to
principles of soil and water
conservation and in 1962 was
named the Chouteau County
SWCD Conservation farmer of
the year Although not an
enthusiastic "joiner" he did
value membership in those
organizations he belonged to
being a member of the Ameri-
can Legion and a Mason
His death comes as no shock

to those close to him In fact, it
is probably a great relief to him
lie had lead a vigorous, inde-
pendent life and he greatly
disliked the idea of being invalid
and dependent upon others, as
he was so much of the last ten
years of his life.
He is survived by his wife,

Esther, his sons Walter and Ed,
and his daughters, Alma
(Burns), Linda (Sanders), Mar-
ilys (Woodahl), Marilyn (AN),
and Ruth ( Andreasen) as well
as four granddaughters and
eight grandsons
Anyone wishing to make a

memorial gift in memory of Von
Lenington is asked to make it a
contribution to the Yellowstone
Boys Ranch.
Funeral services will be held

at the Benton Funeral Home
Thursday at 2 p m


