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November Blizzard Monday
Disrupts Travel And Power

Last week was chilly through-
out, with maximums getting
into the forties at Geraldine and
Fort Benton, and all minimums
below freezing and some flirting
with zero, but there was no
moisture aside from a trace at
Geraldine Sunday. After the cut
off time of 7 p.m. Sunday there
was a light snow that night.
Monday was different.
About 9:30 Monday an incom-

ing storm started off with rain
which froze as it fell, making
streets temporarily slippery.
This soon turned to snow which
lasted most of Monday. At Fort
Benton moisture in several
inches of heavy, wet snow
amounted to .38 inch, almost the
first November moisture here.
Down in the valley here there
was relatively little wind, but
other parts got the breeze as a
sharp blizzard.
Apparently the worst of the

storm was in central and
southern Montana. Lewistown
had more than five inches of
snow, plus a power outage
which lasted as long as six
hours. The Geraldine area was
without power for about an hour
Monday afternoon, according to
the Tribune report.
Highways in the area were

very slick, with a number of
vehicles reported in the ditch,
slickest roads probably near the
Portage hill on the Great Falls
highway. Tuesday morning re-
ports from the central Montana
section included "school buses
will attempt" their routes. Fort
Benton had the most snow this
city has had since the spring
snow storms, about four inches.
For the week ending Sunday,

Genou report not available,
Fort Benton had the warmest,
47 on Friday, with a low of 2
above. The latter matched
Thursday and Friday lows of 2
at Geraldine, the latter point
getting maximums of 44 Mon-
day and Friday.
Highs and lows for the week

ending Sunday:
Benton Geral.

17  46 16 44 18
 38 17 35 20

19  38 10 38 5
20  34 3 37 2
21  47 2 44 2
22  27 12 25 10
23  31 21 42 15

Missouri Breaks Bill Action
The senate interior commit-

tee last week unanimously
approved a bill which would
include a 185 mile stretch of the
Missouri river below Fort
Benton in the national wild and
scenic river system. Sen. Lee
Metcalf. sponsor of the bill, said
it would leave intact the original
route traveled by Lewis and
Clark along the river, including
14 original campsites used by
the explorers. Similar legisla-
tion has been introduced in the
house.

Lewiston Port Important
Speaking at the Montana

Grain Growers Association con-
vention last week, Carl Moore,
port manager at Lewiston,
Idaho, pointed out potential
importance of the Snake-Col-
umbia barge route for Montana.
He said that over four million
bushels of wheat have moved
from the Lewiston port, more
than 1.5 million being Montana
wheat Moore said during last
August there was a Montana
truck dumping wheat there
every five minutes. He also said
cost of shipping a bushel of
wheat from Lewiston to Port-
land is about 11 cents.
RIMMOM00.•••••••low

Final Report On Rainbow
Rock-A-Thon Proceeds Made
Sheryl Janssen reports that

the total amount of money made
by the Rock-A-Thon was
$1,353.69. After subtracting the
money paid to the rockers and
paying various small bills,
Sheryl presented 1,2 the pro-
ceeds to Mr. Meissner, princi-
pal of the Fort Benton high
school and the other 1,2 to

Grain Prices Yo-Yo
After sharply falling prices

the last of the week, the yo-yo in
local markets was apparent
Monday, with a 20c jump in
most grains that day. As a
result, prices were a bit higher
than last week on Tuesday
morning. Ordinary winter was
$3.26, up 8c from November 18,
while 13 percent protein was up
2c at $3.74. Spring wheat with 14
percent protein was $4.16, 7c
higher than a week before, and
barley was up 5c at $3.80 a
hundred.
Richard Baum, president of

Western Wheat Association,
last week told Montana Grain
Growers, "Even though prices
have slipped and there is much
wheat now in the U.S. world-
wide supplies are short and we
are the only residual suppliers
for the world," in urging
growers, "don't panic."

Auxiliary Gift
Is Announced
The Auxiliary of the Chouteau

County District Hospital at Fort
Benton has just purchased and
given to the hospital a circulat-
ing heating unit with stand, and
circulating neck pad for care
and treatment of patients.
Mrs. Ellis ( Mary Jane) Lar-

son, of Fort Benton, is president
of the auxiliary, which is
conducting a membership drive
at this time. Anyone interested
is cordially invited to attend the
December 3 meeting, which will
be held at the conference room
of the hospital. This invitation is
not only for residents of Fort
Benton, but of the community
composing the hospital district.
Since the organization of the

hospital auxiliary at the time
the present building was under
construction, the following
items have been donated:

Sterilizing oven-Sister Jer-
ome memorial; surgical cart-
Dr. McDede memorial; dishes,
uniforms for Candy Stripers;
instrument table and stool-Dr.
Anderson memorial; chairs for
the recreation room; lights (14)
for hospital rooms; office dicta-
phone; memorial plaque, Dr.
Anderson; stretcher, walker
and wheelchair, child's feeding
table, youth bed, piano, blood
pressure cuff, suction machine,
linens, circulating heating unit
with stand, and the circulating
neck pad. This total is approxi-
mately $4,000.00.

Shep On Television
Daisy Pribble of St. Albans,

West Virginia, sends care of this
paper, another contribution to-
ward repair and maintenance of
the Shep memorial here. She
also added a note, "As you can
see by enclosed letter the story
and picture of ̀ Shep' came over
this station (WHTN-TV13) in
Huntington, West Virginia."
The enclosed letter was of
thanks from the lady program
arranger for supplying the story
of Shep and giving the date for a
program on the faithful dog.
The contribution, second by
Mrs. Pribble, was one of several
dozen received either by Fort
Benton CIA for repair and
renovation of the monument, or
sent the River Press to be
turned over to them. These
followed stories in several
newspapers and at least one
magazine since earlier this year
on Shep.

Rainbow This amount came to
$617.58 each. Each finishing
rocker receivid $10.00 for their
efforts, and Rae Lynn Marcus-
sen received $15.00 for having
the most sponsors, out of the
students participating

It took longer than anticipat-
ed to collect the sponsors
money, and if there are still
some bills outstanding, please
get them to Sheryl and she will
see to it that the money goes to
the correct accounts.
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liappyamksgivin
Booster Club
Formed, Elects
The organization meeting of

the Fort Benton Booster Club
was held November 5th. The
constitution and by-laws were
adopted and a board of direc-
tors were elected. Positions on
the board of directors are as
follows:
Myr' DeBruycker, president;

Earl Blanchard, vice president;
Louise Sagan, secretary; Chet
Halley, treasurer; Barbara
Shaw, public relations; Swede
Ayers, Jack Tacke, members at
large.
Any person or organization

which has contributed time,
labor or money to the football
lights from November 1, 1974 to
September 5th, 1975 are consi-
dered charter members in the
booster club.
Booster members who are

interested in ordering a jacket
please call 622-5318 or 452-6537
or contac any board of director
member.
There will be only three

general meetings each year and
members have asked several
coaches as well as music,
drama and speech instructors
to come and speak at the next
meeting, which will be held on
December 3rd at the high school
library at 8:00 p.m.

All booster members and all
interested persons are invited to
attend this meeting.

VFW Sponsors
Toys For Tots
At the regular monthly meet-

ing of the VFW it was decided to
sponsor toys for tots. Anyone
having toys they wish to give
away, whether new, used or id
need of repair, is requested to
leave them at the Vets Club in
Fort Benton. In turn any needy
families, or if you know of
someone who can use toys, they
are requested to stop at the Vets
Club and pick up toys.
Reports on the CIA were

given by Frank Charters. It was
voted at a previous meeting to
give a donation of $200.00.
George Koller reported on
meetings in progress for the
Bicentennial parade next June.
Gene Frieling, service offi-

cer, will attend a two day
meeting at the veterans admin-
istration office at Helena.
The regular Thanksgiving

turkey party was held Sunday,
November 23.

Women's Personal Safety
The Chouteau County Home-

makers through the extension
service are sponsoring a pro-
gram for all women in the area
on personal safety.
Roy Linn, extension safety

specialist, will conduct a pro-
gram on how women can
protect themselves at home, on
the street, in their automobiles,
in public places, against un-
wanted phone calls and secur-
ing your home. A film on tactics
to use for self defense will be
shown. Also a question and
answer period.
The program will be Thurs-

day, December 4th, at 10 a.m. in
Big Sandy at the Vet's Club and
at 2:00 p.m. in the fallout shelter
or EOC at Fort Benton.
Every interested woman is

urged to attend since the better
the attendance the more en-
couragement it is for groups to
arrange programs for your
benefit.

Chouteau County District
Hospital at Fort Benton

The staff at the Chouteau
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc.:

ADMISSIONS
Martin Mousel, city, Novem-

ber 19.
Michael Settera, city Novem-

ber 21.
Cynthia Baack, city, Novem-

ber 23.
Margaret Burnham, city,

November 24.
DISMISSALS

John Massett, Geraldine;
Vivian Honrud, Loma, Novem-
ber 21.
Martin Mouse!, city; Eugene

Preshinger, city, November 24.
BIRTH

A girl to Mrs. Rex Baack,
city, November 24

Thanksgiving 200 Years Ago
This Thanksgiving might be

considered the Bicentennial of
this traditional American holi-
day, for 200 years ago the
colonies were in full rebellion
against Great Falls, and begin-
ning to consider independence.
Virtually all know that the
festival dates back thousands of
years following successful har-
vests, and that the Pilgrims
observed it early in colonial
history.
However, forerunners of the

Thanksgiving day for the Unit-
ed States to be came in 1775
when several colonial bodies
issued proclamations. In em-
battled Massachusetts, with the
British under siege in Boston,
the council and house took the
step of ending their proclama-
tion with "God save the
People," a vast change from the
traditional "God save the
King." Their date was Thurs-
day, November 23rd. General
George Washington issued an
order to his troops surrounding
the British in Boston to observe
the day designated in Massa-
chusetts "with all the solemnity
directed by the legislative proc-
lamation and that all officers,
soldiers and others are hereby
directed with the most unfeign-
ed devotion to obey the same."
(Washington in 1789 became the
first president to issue a
Thanksgiving proclamation,
setting the fourth Thursday in
November as the national
observance.)
But our Thanksgiving Thurs-

day can be regarded as the
Bicentennial of such obser-
vance.

Clarice Eveleth Passes In
Whittier, Calif., Nov. 11
Clarice (Mrs. George M.)

Eveleth, passed away Novem-
ber 11, 1975, following several
weeks illness at a convalescent
hospital in Whittier, California.
The Eveleths homesteaded in

the area west of Carter in 1910,
coming to Montana at the same
time as a number of other
families from Garfield, Wash-
ington. Mr. and Mrs. Eveleth
retired in 1944 and lived in Santa
Ana, California, until his death
in April, 1955. Since 1967 Mrs.
Eveleth has made her home
with her daughter, Dolores, in
Whittier.
She is survived by two

daughters, Dolores Eveleth,
and Ellen Eveleth Naslund.
both of Whittier, and by four
grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. Burial was be-
side her husband in Melrose
Abbey Mausoleum in Orange,
California. The services were
conducted by Dr. Floyd LaFav-
re, formerly of Great Falls.

Commercial Club Meet
Members of Fort Benton

Commercial Club are reminded
that the next meeting, Thurs-
day, December 4, will be at
noon in the Landmark. This is
an experimental change of hour
from the former morning meet-
ings

Maude N. Mee
Died Nov. 22
Mayde Nottingham (Mrs.

Lyle) Mee, 66, member of an
early day Chouteau county
family, passed away Saturday,
November 22, 1975, at the
Columbus Hospital following a
three months illness. She was
born on Upper Highwood on
January 3, 1909, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Orris Nottingham.
Her paternal grandparents
were Milton and Jane Thaxter
Nottingham, who came up the
Missouri to Fort Benton from
Iowa in 1880.
She married Lyle Mee in 1929.

Her husband and one son
preceded her in death. Funeral
services were Monday after-
noon at Chapel of Chimes in
Great Falls and burial was in
upper Highwood cemetery.
Maude spent her entire life in

the Highwood area, and retired
last May after fifteen years with
the school lunch program in
Highwood.
She is survived by thirteen

children: Virgil Mee of Dia-
mond Bar, California, Violet
Erlandson of Great Falls, Jane
Miller of Great Falls, Donald
Mee of Ellensburg, Washington,
Dwane Mee of Great Falls, Ida
Troutwine of Missoula, Wanda
Tabel of Great Falls, Jerry Mee
of Salem, Oregon, Norma Clark
of Great Falls, Jackie Matson of
Missoula, Lonnie Mee of De
Ridder, Louisiana, Wesley Mee
of Spokane, and Micky of
Missoula. Also surviving are six
brothers and sisters: Irene
Rowe of Highwood, Ray Not-
tingham of Geyser, Herman
Nottingham of Belt, Irvin Not-
tingham of Fort Benton, Helen
Blomberg and Elsie Kynett,
both of Great Falls, and 41
grandchildren and one great
grandchild.
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Boosters Aid
In Promotion
An ad by the Fort Benton

businesses in this week's River
Press lists the "boosters" of the
Christmas shopping promotion.
These pay a flat $10 each to help
the annual affair along. If any
firm or individual or organiza-
tion is not listed but would like
to help out, they are asked to see
or call Fred Booth at gred's
Toggery.
The sponsors, who were listed

last week, pay more, share in
other costs of the promotion. In
general, the difference is that
the sponsors offer wares more
apt to appeal to the Christmas
shopper; the booster will bene-
fit less immediately. Actually,
of course, money spent in Fort
Benton benefits virtually every
local resident, directly or indir-
ectly, in a stronger community,
more or better jobs and larger
tax base—one might say, every-
body.

Knights of Columbus
The county study commission

members Miles Swan, Zola
Vischer and Ruth Zanto presen-
ted an interesting program
Thursday eve?;ing, November
20 to the Knights of Columbus at
their regular meeting.
Chuck Nagengast, grand

knight, presided at the regular
meeting following the program.
Arrangements were completed
for the family breakfast follow-
ing the 10 o'clock mass Sunday,
November 30. The Christmas
meeting and dinner was dis-
cussed. Arrangements have
been completed for this, Sun-
day, December 21, at 6:30 p.m.
All local clergy will be invited
as guests. George Koller remin-
ded members if they had toys at
home not being used to bring
them to the Vets Club for repair
and distribution by VFW Post
4047. Following the meeting
District Deputy George Free-
mole, who is also social security
representative, led an interest-
ing discussion of social security
benefit programs. Max Cebula,
from Cut Bank, area insurance
representative, was also pres-
ent at the meeting.

YoU THINK YOU'VE 60T TROLBLES!"

4-H Achievement Winners
Received Awards Nov. 9th

MP's Gas Line
Club Program
Kiwanis Tuesday heard rep-

resentatives of the Montana
Power explain the utility's
natural gas pipeline from south
of the Bear Paws, and the same
time a somewhat discouraging
word on bringing the fuel into
Fort Benton. Clair Sykes presi-
ded and Bob Bylund was
program chairman. Steve Mc-
Sweeney reminded members
that there will be a pot luck
dinner Sunday afternoon for
Taber exchange students and
asked participation in the
welcome dinner.
The Montana Power early in

October announced a $20,000,000
pipeline and drilling program to
augment supplies of natural gas
for its customers. Tuesday the
representatives said the 10 inch
line would extend from Great
Falls to near Big Sandy, then go
about 50 miles east south of the
Bear Paws. They described
survey of the line as nearly
done, acquisition of right of way
well started. The drilling pro-
gram is to include nine or ten
wells in 1975--four have been
plugged, two appear to be
successes. (Bond & Lone Star
had a success ratio of over 50
percent.) Montana Power plans
90 tests in 1976.
The pipeline will tap, per-

haps, 150 producing gas wells.
Construction is planned to start
April 1 with a projected comple-
tion date of October 15, 1976. It
will pass close to Fort Benton,
crossing the airport road and
Chester highway, then crossing
highway 87 near the United
Grain terminal.
As to natural service for Fort

Benton, one speaker said the
necessary installations were
estimated at $349,000. Montana
Power can put in three times
the estimated annual income;
leaving $87,000 which would
have to be supplied by custom-
ers or other sources. It was
carefully explained that poss-
ible users would number not
more than 500 in Fort Benton,
about 90 percent of total of 558.
The $87,000 mentioned would
mean about $180 per customer,
if such a method were used.
One speaker said that in

addition, natural gas is not
presently the heating value of
when the cost ratio was about
3-to-1 in its favor. To generate a

' million BTUs, at a soon
foreseen $2 per thousand cubic
feet of natural gas would cost
$3, 34c heating oil would cost
$3.40, electricity about $5. The
Montana Power men also felt,
with an indicated shortage of
natural gas, the utility would
need direction from the Mon-
tana public service commission
before adding customers. "Not
a comfortable position," said
the speaker, meaning for one
used to promoting sale and use
of the fuel. To a question, he
said the first natural gas users
cut off would be interruptible
industrial customers, which
occurs frequently. Residential
users would be last.
Regarding the natural gas

shortage and prices: Early in
1973 the cost of Canadian gas to
MP was 231/c per thousand
cubic feet, by July it was 67c,
August of this year the price
had reached $1.40 and on
November 1st $1.60. Price in the
near future was indicated at $2
per thousand cubic feet. Nor is
Canada anxious to sell. Some
MP gas comes from its own
Canadian facilities, subject to
tax. Other is purchased, and the
Canadian power commission
has cut deeply into permitted
exports, halving the former 20
billion cubic feet a year through
the line at Aden, north of
Whitlash. Montana Power
hopes that they can buy this 20
billion feet for a few more
years.
The entire Bear Paw opera-

tion affects that the utility's
engineers regard as a 43 billion
cubic feet reserve, in all. If it
could be tapped for that minus
ten billion feet from Canada the
area would be exhausted in just
over four years.

Truitt Spangler, who is water
plant operator at Highwood,
was one of 103 Montanans
working in the field of water and
wastewater treatment who at-
tended a one week course last
week at Montana State Univer-
sity in Bozeman. The course
covered principles of water
treatment, distribution sys-
tems, disinfection procedures,
etc.

Chouteau county 4-H leaders,
members and families ended
the club year with a dinner and
presentation of awards at the
EOC building, November 9th.
Lewis Katzenberger of High-
wood emceed the program and
George Erickson, county exten-
sion agent, presented the
awards.
Kathy Dostal, dressed in

Japanese attire which she
purchased during her Labo
Exchange to Japan, presented a
slide program. Kathy also had
many articles for display from
Japan.
Several 4-H clubs presented

skits with prizes awarded, first
to Up and Coming 4-H Club of
Geraldine, second to Big M 4-H
Club of Fort Benton and third to
Montague Hustlers 4-H Club.
Ken Curtiss was chosen the

"75 Friend of 4-H" by the 4-H
leaders for his help to the 4-H
Chuckwagon during the fair and
presented a trophy.
Awards won by 4-H members

during the year at various
events were as follows: Top
public speaker, Ann Drga of Big
Sandy; top senior demonstra-
tor, Sheryl Arnst of Geraldine;
top junior demonstrator, Vir-
ginia Swan of Highwood; top
senior judge, Terry Silvan of
Big Sandy; top junior judge,
Colleen McGowan of Highwood;
dress revnue winners, first
Sheryl Arnst of Geraldine,
second Debbie Yirsa of Big
Sandy, third Tina Manley of
Geraldine; other blue award
winners--Patti Yirsa, Ann Drga
and Roxie Works of Big Sandy,
Shari Duvall, Veronica Dostal,
Terry Spurgeon and Marilyn Jo
Leazenby of Geraldine, Lisa
May of Fort Benton and Heidi
Birgenheier of Highwood.
"Pin Cushion Awards" pres-

ented for participation in judg-
ing, demonstration, exhibiting
at fair, county and fair dress
revue were won by Ann Drga
first and Marilyn Jo Leazenby
second in the senior division and
Theresa McGowan first and
Heidi Birgenheier second in the
junior division.
Sheryl Arnst won the Mont-

ana Wheat Heart award for the
best loaf of whole wheat bread
exhibited at the Chouteau
county fair. The Sunshine
Snippers of the Hopp-Iliad
community won the trophy for
top fair exhibitors.

Certificates and pins were
presented to Robert Deck,
Henry Drga, August Otto and
Karen Reid for leading a 4-H
club for five years, Joan Albers
and Carol Larson for ten years,
Dorothy Brodock and Glen
Terry for 15 years and Ann
Knedler for 20 years.
The following awards were

chosen by committees of 4-H
leaders by examining the re-
cords of 4-H members: Achiev-
ement, Sheryl Arnst, Anna
Drga, Helen Dostal, Roxie
Works and Marilyn Jo Leazen-
by; beef marketing, Lewis
Katzenberger, Lyle Arnst,
Sheryl Artist and Dennis Arnst;
beef breeding, Dennis Arnst,
Lyle Arnst, Ann Drga and
Peggy Leazenby; bread, Kathy
Dostal; clothing, Sheryl Arnst,
Ann Drga, Tina Manley, Terry
Silvan, Marilyn Jo Leazenby,
Roxie Works, Debbie Yirsa, Pat
Albers and Terri Spurgeon;
dairy foods, Cecilia Dostal and
Kathy Dostal; dog care, Danny
Reid; food nutrition, Ann Drga,
Veronica Dostal, Helen Dostal,
Angela Joyce, Marie Wishman,
Lynn Silvan, Shari Duvall,
Roxie Works and Pat Albers;
food preservation, Veronica
Dostal, Helen Dostal and Sheryl
Arnst; forestry, Steve Bronec ;
garden, Dennis Arnst, Mike
Goldhahn and Marie Wishman;
home environment, Linda Har-
vey; home grounds beautifica-
tion, Lyle Arnst and Lewis
Katzenberger; child develop
ment, Marie Wishman; interna-
tional intrigue, Kathy Dostal;
small engines, Terry McKeev-
er; snowmobiling, Lynn Silvan;
photography, Terry McKeever;
swine, Peggy Leazenby; wood-
working, Mike Goldhahn and
Robbie Harvey; poultry, Gloria
Craig; horse. Robbie Harvey,
Ann Drga and Esther Craig;
rabbit, Lyle Arnst; leadership,
Roxie Works, Sheryl Arnst,
Marilyn Jo Leazenby, Pat
Albers; self determined, Linda
Harvey (oil painting), Lyle
Arnst (yogurt), David Albers
( lawn care), Sheryl Arnst
(bread), Lewis Katzenberger
( mechanics) and Dennis Arnst
(leather).

Helen Seright, museum cus-
todian. reports nine visitors
there last week, with a party of
30 scheduled for December 7th.
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