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School going up: This picture.
supplied by B. H. Kreis of Sun
City, California, was taken in
early spring of 1916. as the
second portion of the old school
still lacks last story and roof. It
was completed, except for
interior finishing, by May. The
picture appeared in the Chou-
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teau County Independent-on
back is a note. "Newspaper
halftone--rush ''The entire
plant burned around August 1st,
1937, including the annex.
barely visible at right, which in
1877 became the first brick
building in Fort Benton.

South Bear Paw Gas Field
Is Dedicated At Big Sandy
Montana Power Company

held open house Saturday at Big
Sandy as the South Bear Paw
natural gas field was dedicated
The utility arranged bus tours
to the field's main compressor
station nine miles southwest of
Big Sandy, refreshments at
their office and talks by Big
Sandy Mayor John Hennelly
and Montana Power President
John McElwain of Butte.
Big Sandy is the hub of the

field which stretches 65 miles
over an area encompassing
some 182,745 acres. Montana
Power says a total of 62 wells
have been connected to its
natural gas pipeline system this
year and a dozen more are
planned this fall. The company
invested more than $17 million
in drilling, pipe and compressor
facilities, its biggest natural gas
investment of the past 20 years.
First gas went into the

transmission pipeline leading to
Great Falls on October 15. Gas
presently is moving at a rate of
about 15 million cubic feet per
day and will total 6 billion feet
during the first year of opera-
tions The field's reserves are
estimated at 43 billion feet

Natural gas has long been
known to be present in the area
on the southern side of the Bear
Paws The first gasser came in
about half a century ago in the
Sherard field, but was capped
due to lack of a market At the
time it was rather common to
burn off the gas if oil prospects
were encouraging.
Intense drilling operations

have been conducted by numer-
ous companies around the
mountains during the 1970s.
with impetus from the Tiger
Ridge field near Chinook. It was
not until Northern Natural Gas
built a pipeline connection to
route gas to Midwest markets
that natural gas drilling be-
came more than a holding
opera tion
First gas from Chouteau

county handled commercially'
went into this line a couple of
years ago from a handful of
wells While numerous wildcat
oil wells have been drilled,
starting more than half a
century ago. Chouteau has not

Bob Kennon and Dorotns
Jean Krci;:. taken near Bob's
cabin on Kirby Creek about
1123 Doripthy. now Mrs. E.
reeniund, is the daughter of

%1r and Mrs. B. 11 Kreis.
residents of Fort Benton from
1912 to 1925, who supplied the

yet had commercial crude oil
production.
The natural gas successes

may lead to petroleum produc-
tion as well.

Pearl Griesinger Dies
Pearl J. Griesinger, 85, died

Saturday at her Big Sandy
home. Funeral services were
Tuesday at the United Metho-
dist Church in Big Sandy
Pearl McAnnelly was born

June 12, 1891. at Raymore,
Missouri. She married Fred
Griesinger November 15, 1911,
in Spokane They lived at
Wilson Creek, Washington, until
coming to the Big Sandy area in
1920 to operate a wheat and
cattle ranch with her father, M.
F. McAnnelly. Mr. Griesinger
died February 29, 1968.
Survivors are a sister, Mrs.

Alice Quinn of Big Sandy;
nephews, Mack Quinn of Big
Sandy and Joe Quinn of
Spokane; a grandnephew, Tom
Maxwell of Big Sandy, and
grandniece, Arrie DeNoma of
Forsyth.
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Mrs. Pearl K. Ophus Dies
On Thursday At Big Sandy
Mrs. Pearl K. Ophus, 78,

resident of the Big Sandy
section since 1910, died Thurs-
day, November 18, 1976, at her
Big Sandy home. Funeral
services were Monday at the
United Methodist Church in Big
Sandy, with burial in Big Sandy
cemetery.
Pearl Sluggett was born at

Lindsay, Ontario, and came
with her family in 1910 to
homestead south of Big Sandy.
She attended schools in Canada,
the Bear Paws and Big Sandy.
She married Anton Ophus
December 20, 1910, at Havre
The couple farmed in the Big
Sandy area until about 1950
when they moved to Big Sandy.
He died June 7, 1962. She
operated a restaurant in Big
Sandy and also worked on area
ranches during summers. She
was a member of the United
Methodist Church and was Big
Sandy's Bicentennial queen last
June.
Survivors are five daughters,

Mrs. Mike (Evelyn) LaBuda,
Mrs Selmer (Gertrude) Under-
dal and Mrs Roy (Ruth) Pegar
of Big Sandy, Mrs Robert
Jeanine) Liquin of Great Falls,
and Mrs. Jack t Loretta) Mur-
phy of Reno, Nevada; nine sons.
Alfred and Lawrence Ophus of
Big Sandy, Lyle Ophus of Lloyd,
Helmer Ophus of Sidney, Ber-
nard Ophus of Hinsdale. Myron
and Lester Ophus of Havre,
Vernon Ophus of Denver and
Byron Ophus of Malta. 57
grandchildren and 40 great
grandchildren

Invitational Tournament
Slated Friday, Saturday
This year Fort Benton will be

hosting a basketball tourna-
ment on both the J.V. and
varsity level The J.V. action
will run Friday and Saturday
afternoons with Varsity action
Friday and Saturday nights.
On Friday at 2 p.m. Fort

Benton Cardinal team will take
on the Big Sandy J.V.'s.
Immediately following this
game the Fort Benton Whites
will square off against Chin-
ook's J V 's The Fort Benton
Cardinal and White teams will
consist of players from the Fort
Benton regular J V team which
has been divided into two
squads this tournament
Friday night. Big Sandy will

open against Chinook at 7 30
p m and Fort Benton will play
Deer Lodge in the second gam°
of the evening
Saturday afternoon will see

picture Bob Kennon, like many
another Texas cowhand, came
up the trail to Montana with a
herd of cattle in 15971 and spent
the rest of his life in this state
Ile worked for Chouteau counts
cattle spreads, freighted to
Lewistown and was emplosed

the Fort Benton Cardinals vs.
Chinook's J.V.'s at 2 p.m. and
Fort Benton Whites vs. Big
Sandy's J.V.'s immediately fol-
lowing the first game.
Saturday nights action will pit

the two losers from Friday
nights games in the consolation
bracket at 730 pm and the
winners playing in the champ-
ionship round.
Usually the only thing predic-

table about early season tour-
naments is that they are
exciting and this one should be
no exception Big Sandy was
involved in football play-off
games However, they are
expected to be strong contend-
ers in basketball as they were in
football for state honors Big
Sandy plays in class ''B"
classification and the other
three teams are in class -A"
competition

for years in the Shonkin area b.
the Ilighwood Stock Associa
tion. An inexhaustible source of
tales of the cattle days. he
authored a hook "From the
Pecos to the Powder". pub-
lished a few months after his
death in 1964

Crash Kills
R. Crawford
Rodney G Crawford, 21,

Carter area resident all his life,
died as a result of injuries
suffered in a two vehicle
accident in Great Falls about
1:30 a.m. Saturday According
to officers' reports Crawford's
car was northbound on 15th
Street when it collided at Fifth
Avenue South with a car driven
by Diana L. Sobeczek, 17, of
Great Falls. She was listed in
critical condition hours after
the accideta. David B Thomp-
son, 19, and Colleen Viasak, 21,
both Great Falls and passen-
gers in the Crawford car, were
in fair condition Both vehicles
were totally wrecked
Rodney George Crawford was

born in 1955 in Great Falls He
grew up in the Carter-Floweree
area, and attended schools in
Carter and Fort Benton, gradu-
ating from high school here in
1974. He had attended College of
Great Falls and had been
employed by S Birch and
McIntyre Construction.
During his school years he

was active in 4-H, FFA and
basketball and later participa-
ted with his father in the
Appaloosa Horse Club.
Survivors include his father,

Wesley Crawford of Carter. his
mother, JoAnne Stokes Ruth of
Madison, Minnesota, and his
grandparents, Mrs George
(Juanita) Crawford of Great
Falls, with whom he had spent
much of his youth, and Mr. and
Mrs Glenn Stokes of Cuperti-
mo, California.
Funeral services were Wed-

nesday morning in Great Falls
with Rev. Greg Karlsgodt
officiating. Burial was in High-
land Cemetery.

Salvation Army Appeal
Mrs. Howard C. Allen. chair-

man of the Salvation Army
service extension committee,
announces the Army's annual
Christmas appeal will be re-
ceived in area homes this week
She said the 1976 theme is
"Sharing is Caring," and asks
support of residents Tax deduc-
tible contributions may be
mailed to her

Lottie Mahood
Dies At Havre
Lottie A Mahood, 90, Big

Sandy resident since 1912, died
last week in a Havre hospital
Services were November 16 at
St Mark's Episcopal Church in
Havre

Lottie Hess %A as a graduate of
Goshen College school of music
in Indiana and a music instruc-
tor for more than 50 years She
came to Montana from Goshen
and married John E. Mahood in
1912 in Great Falls. Her
husband had come from North
Dakota that year to homestead
on the prairie west of Big
Sandy, and later was in the
garage business there for many
years, and also was Chouteau
county commissioner from 1931
to 1937 as well as for a short
appointive term, 1941-42. Mr.
Mahood died in May 1969.
Surviving are two daughters.

Julia Kjelmyr, Leeds, North
Dakota, and Diane Smithers,
Missoula, a son, Jack Mahood,
Great Falls; sisters. Mary
INN Igge, Placerville, California,
and Romayne Judd, LonL
Beach, California.

C-P-It Course Offered
On Thursday, December 2 at

7 - 30 p.m. in the hospital
conference room, the hospital
auxiliary will sponsor a demon-
stration of the cardio-pulmo-
nary-resuscitation technique. It
will be given by Mr. Eugene
Johnson of the McLaughlin
Research Institute who is head
of the heart program in Great
Falls. This is the latest method
used to revive someone who is
either having heart trouble or
choking. The public is welcome
as this is a technique everyone
should be familiar with.

Stanley Slanina Dies
Stanley Slanina, 55, employee

of Mountain Bell for the past
thirty years and who was
stationed at Fort Benton about
1950. died in Helena last
Tuesday morning. He was born
in Stockett and attended Great
Falls schools, and married Rita
Agee of Agawam in 1947, the
year he started with Bell. He
worked in several towns in the
Great Falls district, went to
Red Lodge in 1956. to Billings in
1960 and last year became
manager of the Glendive dis-
trict He is survived by his wife,
three children, a granddaugh-
ter, mother and brothers and
sisters.

Chouteau County District
Hospital At Fort Benton

The staff at the Chouteau
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc.:

ADMISSIONS
Beulah VanVoast, Geraldine;

Daniel Bournecity, November
17
Sheila Evans. city, November

18.
John T. Bronec, Geraldine,

November 19
Bernice Bishop. Square

Butte, November 22
DISMISSALS

Beulah VanVoast, Geraldine,
November 18.
Evelyn Little, Geraldine.

November 19
John T Bronec, Geraldine.

November 20
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Bill Johnson Buys Bank
Ted W'orrall brought in a

clipping from the Turtle Moon•
tam n Star of Rolla, North
Dakota, about William Johnson.
with the bank here for several
years to 1975
Wm Johnson had bought a

controlling interest in the First
National Bank of Pine City,
Minnesota. early this month,
and had been named to the
board of directors and also
president and chief executive
officer
Mr Johnson attended Rolla

high school, graduated from the
University of North Dakota in
1966, coming to Fort Benton in
1971. He was very active in
community affairs, especially
Jaycees, and was a member of
the Lewis and Clark Memorial
committee until he went to
Minneapolis. where he was
correspondent banker for the
First National Bank there. He
was associated with First Bank
System banks for ten years His
wife is the former Claire
Solberg of Bisbee, North Dako-
ta, and they have two children,
Becky 7 and Jenny 4.

Golden Age Center
There were no special activi-

ties at the center this week but
40 people enjoyed eating togeth-
er Sunday, November 21 Many
stayed to visit, play cards and
pool and work on the puzzle.
Some enjoyed reading and one
person took a short nap in one of
the comfortable lounge chairs.
The T.V. is now on an antenna
so reception is good. Use it when
you drop in.
The center will be closed

Thanksgiving Day. On Sunday,
November 28 there is the
birthday- anniversary potluck
dinner at 1 p.m. Bring either
rolls, salad or a vegetable
Everything else is furnished by
the center. Entertainment at
2:15 will be the Dietz Family.
Hosts and hostesses for the

following week are: Sunday.
November 28 Burl and Evelyn
Fowler; Monday, November 29
Bill Payne; Tuesday, Novem-
ber 30 Nancy Doll; Wednesday,
December 1 Jeannette La -
Barre, Thursday, December 2
Esther Lenington._

Fourth Grade
Gives Program
Fourth grade youngsters of

Mrs. Jo Sorkness provided the
program Tuesday for Kiwanis,
a skit on library use. Bob
Bylund presided and Paul
Brown was program chairman
Kiwanis members are remind-
ed that annual dues of $32 are
payable. as the club year begins
October 1st Participation in the
Fort Benton Commercial Club's
Christmas shopping promotion
was approved by vote.
The fourth graders, members

of the school library club, gave
a skit previously prepared and
presented to students In it,
about a dozen appeared as
various books. poetry, diction-
ary, history, grammar, arith-
metic. etc.. and as librarian and
announcer.
Chief theme was the use and

appreciation of books, and
learning what the library has to
offer, along with suggestions on
proper treatment of the vol-
umes The skit was interesting,
and given without a hitch by the
youngsters

\/\/E GIVE THANKS'!

Christmas Promotion Will
Provide $1000 In Prizes

Hits Good Gasser
J Burns Brown in three

completions had only one suc-
cess, but that was a pretty good
gas well, according to last
week's Oil Journal The compa-
ny's Han well in 17-25-16 south of
the Bear Paws, flowed 848,000
cubic feet of gas per day on the
initial test Dusters were on
federal land in 9-25-16 and
29-25 16, same township and
range, indicative of the differ-
ence a section or so makes The
wells were in an yet unnamed
field The gas flow was substan-
tially higher than that for any of
five natural gas wells brought in
the same week in the establish-
ed Bowdoin field near Malta
Biggest of the latter was 538,000
cubic feet

CIA Is Asking
For Donations
Letters requesting contribu-

tions toward its 1977 operations
are being mailed by the Fort
Benton Community Improve-
ment Association. And dona-
tions are solicited of those not
contacted directly.
The CIA is somewhat unique,

as evidenced by inquiries from
other points about its nature.
Each contributor is a member.
The operating board of direct-
ors comes from representatives
of various service and other
organizations. Kiwanis Club,
Jaycees and Jayceens, VFW,
American Legion. Flower
Growers, Women's Club, city
and schools, etc.
Formed in 1956, first major

projects included the museum
and cemetery district. Latest
have been the Lewis and Clark
Memorial, and the Sunrise Bluff
retirement home now under
construction. Funds collected
have also been used for street
signs, historic signs, parks and
playgrounds, celebrations and
observances, doctor recruiting--
almost any project in line with
its name, community improve-
ment.
Primarily, the CIA is a

vehicle for raising funds in
advance of foreseen and unfore-
seen projects, and often as a
sort of trigger for large opera-
tions such as the retirement
home.
Not only financial help, but

ideas for betterment of the
community, and especially for
work time are solicited

Henry C. Hurd, Big Sandy,
Dies Last Monday In Havre
Henry C. Hurd. 93, resident of

the Big Sandy area since 1909,
died last Monday, November 15,
1976, in a Havre hospital.
Funeral services were Friday
afternoon in the United Metho-
dist Church
Henry Hurd and Mabel Gor-

don were married in Bozeman
March 12. 1905. and a few years
later homesteaded west of Big

- Sandy. They moved to Big
Sandy about 1946 and Mrs. Hurd
died there February 17, 1968
Mr Hurd was a member of the
Big Sandy school board and for
ASCS
Survivors included children,

Herschel Hurd of Havre, Verlin
Hurd of Thompson Falls, Har-
ley Hurd of Big Sandy and Mrs
Lila Soule of I.aJolla, Califor-
nia; 18 grandchildren and 35
great grandchildren A son.
Russell, died in June 1975.

20 Year Service Award
Barbara Colwell was present-

ed a 20 year Service Award by
the National Weather Service
last week. The presentation was
made by Maynard McPhee of
the Weather Service's Great
Falls office
Mrs Colwell became a coop-

erative weather observer in
January 1956 She maintains a
recording rain gage on the
Colwell's farm some 20 miles
northwest of Fort Benton This
gage measures the amount of

The annual Christmas shop
ping promotion gets underway
in Fort Benton this Friday, the
day after Thanksgiving, trad-
itional starting date for this
event for years past Fort
Benton Commercial Club is
sponsor
The grand prize this year is

twenty $25 gift certificates for
merchandise of your choice
from any participating firm.
winner to be announced Thurs-
day, December 23. That's $500,
the amount being made up of
twenty units to provide any
variety desired
In addition, there will be gift

certificates awarded each pre-
ceding Thursday in December,
the 2nd, 9th and 16th, at 7 - 30
p m at the old fire station Each
of these weekly awards include
a top prize of a $50 certificate,
two of $25 and eight of $10, again
good at any participating firm.
Total prize value of the

certificates is more than $1,000,
evidence that Fort Benton
merchants want your business,
want you to shop in Fort Benton.
To make it easier, local

merchants will be open eve-
nings, starting at 5:30, on
Thursday and Friday nights,
December 2 and 3, 9 and 10, 16
and 17, and also on Thursday,
the 23rd.
here will be two special

events for the children' Santa
Claus will be at the old fire
station Saturday, December 4,
at 2 p m with goodies for the
children The next Saturday
there will be a free shmv at 2
p.m. at the junior high auditor-
ium.
A complete list of partici-

pating merchants will be print-
ed next week. The committee
hasn't quite contacted all local
businesses. These are in two
groups Boosters contribute $10
toward general expenses. Spon-
sors pay more and handle the
tickets for prizes.

Doris I. Bach
Passes Sunday
Mrs. Bernard (1 (Doris I )

Bach, 59, resident of Chouteau
county most of her life, died
Sunday. November 21, 1976, in a
Great Falls hospital
Funeral services will be at 2

p.m Friday in the Benton
Funeral Home with Rev. War-
ren Pardun officiating. Burial
will be in Riverside Cemetery.
Pallbearers are Ed McCafferty.
Ray McCafferty. John Retzlaff,
Floyd Terry, Russell Scott and
Irvin Works
Doris Terry was born at Fort

Benton July 19. 1917, the
daughter of Floyd I. and Lila
Boyce Terry. She grew up in the
Virgelle area, attending schools
there and in Big Sandy She
spent most of her life in the Fort
Benton area and was married to
Bernard 0 Bach on September,
10, 1965, in Sunburst. She had
made her home here since until
her death
Survivors are her husband,

five sons and a daughter, Stan
Tichenor of Townsend, Daryl
and Clinton Tichenor of Virginia
City, Wayne Tichenor of White-
hall, Frank Erwin of Boise,
Idaho. and Judy Jones of Pilot
Rock. Oregon, her mother.
Mrs. Lila Terry of Havre, two
brothers, Ernest Terry of Boze-
man and Glen Terry of Virgille.
three sisters, Margaret Phifer
of Havre, Norma Scott of Fort
Benton and Betty Roark of
Sunburst. and 18 grandchildren

tri

precipitation and time of occur-
rence

It attests to the dry weather
this year measuring only 31.2
inches since March. Mrs Col-
well and approximately 300
other cooperative weather ob-
servers in Montana have fur-
nished the Weather Service with
a wealth of climatological data
on the states weather The
award was presented to Mr;
Colwell as a token of apprecia•
tion for her help in obtaining
this valuable information


