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Odd job for Benton packets:
Closest boat left is the General
Terry, which managed to sur-
vive almost a decade on the
Upper Missouri until she hit the
UP bridge at Omaha in 1888. To
the rear is the Josephine. which
carried perhaps 40 cargoes to
Fort Benton and outlasted all
the upper river packets; cut
down by ice in 1907. the
Josephine's power plant went to
propel a N'ukon steamboat.
These boats. under N. H.

Sims and Bill Gould are loading
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Sioux at Fort Keogh fpresent
Miles ('ity) in 1881 for a trip
down to Standing Rock .Agency.
These were the irreconcilable%
of Sitting Bull, many had spent
bitter years since rubbing out
Custer back in June 1876 up in
Canada. Three other boats,
Eclipse. Black Hills and F. Y.
Batchelor, under Bob Wright.
Tom Mariner and Grant Marsh,
assisted in the odyssey of 3,000
Sioux from Montana down river
to Dakota. But all in the day's
work for — mountain steam-
boats."

Fort Benton CIA Campaign
Fur Funds At $2496 Monday
Marion Smith, treasurer for

Fort Benton Community Im-
provement Association, reports
that the organization's fund
drive had reached a total to
$2496 Monday of this week. The
approximate total in last year's
campaign was $2971.
Money contributed helps sup-

port a variety of projects aimed
at community betterment, and
participation and contributions
help in tius aim_ Checks can be
mailed to Marion Smith and
made out to Fort Benton
Community Improvement Asso-
ciation or given to her, left at
the River Press if more
convenient and we'll turn them
over
Since information about twen-

ty years ago the CIA has
completed numerous projects of
value to this city and area.
including the museum, park
restoration and improvement
work, cemetery improvement
district, and of course the Lewis
and Clark Memorial last year.
Scheduled for completion early
next year is the Sunrise Bluff
Estates retirement home, the
biggest project of all Historical
signs. street signs, maintenance
of the Scout house and museum.
are among the past and
continuing projects It has also
planned a number of observan-
ces and celebrations over the
years
Looking ahead, tourist facili-

ties such as camp grounds and
camper spaces can be seen as
needed, and with coming
growth of river trips and
number of tourists due to the
wild and scenic designation of
the Missouri below here, help-
ing the CIA along can be of
value to most residents of Fort
Benton
The organization represents

combined efforts of the various
civic and service groups toward
a better city Delegates named
by these groups form the
governing board, but every
contributor is a member of the
Fort Benton community im-
provement Association.
Participation by contribu•

tions. and even more by
physical participation in pro-
jects of interest to the individu-
al, can add to the value of the
work of this organization

H .1 Wackerlin, tinsmith,
opened a shop in June 11178.

Capital Stock Increase
At a recent meeting of the

stockholders of the First State
Bank of Fort Benton. the capital
stock and surplus of the bank
was increased by $200,000. The
total capital is now $700,000, and
the surplus account $700,000.
The deposit growth of the bank
has been increasing each year.
therefore the increase is in
keeping with sound banking
practices, say officials of the
local bank

Mother of Highwood Woman
Mary Etta Brown, 78, mother

of Mrs. Earl (Dorothy ) Yates of
Highwood, died Saturday. De-
cember 11, 1976. in a Chester
hospital. Funeral services were
Tuesday in Havre, with burial
in Highland cemetery. Mary
Etta Myers was born in
Elmdale, Minnesota, and came
to Montana and Box Eldet in
1914. She married William G
Brown June 14, 1917, in Havre
He died in October 1966 The
couple operated a sheep ranch
east of Box Elder until 1939
when they moved to Havre She
was a Gold Star mother. A son,
William, was killed in World
War II She is survived by three
daughters. Mrs Yates, Mrs
Phillip Helen Field of Havre
and Mrs James Man'i White
of Hingham. a son. Donald. of
Rudyard, 12 grandchildren and
12 great grandchildren.

Chouteau County District
Hospital At Fort Benton

The staff at the Choutea u
County District Hospital at Fort
Benton provides the following
news of admissions, etc

ADMISSIONS
Arnold Tacke. city, Decem-

ber 8
Freddie Drube. city, Decem

ber 9
Vince Thompson. Geraldine.

December 10
Tom Straight. Billings, Susan

Adams. city, December ii
Elizabeth Birkland. city. Dec

ember 12
DISMISSALS

Barbara Hightower, city, De-
cember 9
Fred Drube, city; Vinee

Thompson. Geraldine. Decem-
ber 12.
Susan Adams, city, Decem-

ber 13
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Second Week's
Winners Given
Winners of the second group

of awards in the Christmas
shopping promotion were an-
nounced last Thursday evening.
These were: $50 gift certificate,
Nancy Ritter; $25 certificates,
George Frieling and Pat Train-
er; $10 certificates, Mike Spen-
cer. Mary McKeever of Loma.
Kathleen Holm, Steve O'Hara,
Tom Rate, Bruce Anderson,
Stan Price and Jesse Wood of
Loma.
Another group of awards in

amounts as above, are to be
announced this Thursday eve-
ning. Grand prize of $500, in
twenty $25 gift certificates, will
be awarded Thursday night.
December 23rd
Meanwhile Fort Benton firms

sponsoring the event will be
open this Thursday and Friday
evenings, and again next week
on Thursday only.
Time is getting short, the

calendar countdown shows
eight shopping days remaining
for Christmas
The project. sponsored by the

Fort Benton Commercial Club,
offers in all $1,000 in gift
certificates; the aim is to
convince area patrons that it is
easy, convenient and worth-
while to shop in Fort Benton.

Masons Hold Installation
Of Officers December 8th
Officers elected and appoint-

ed for the year of 1977 were
installed on December 8, 1976,
by Past Grand Master Grover
C Schmidt. Jr at a public
installation are.
Worshipful Master Fred A

Booth, Senior Warden Richard
M. Kurth. Junior Warden John
L. Davison, Jr , Treasurer
Grover C. Schmidt. Jr Secre-
tary Henry E Preshinger,
Chaplain Norman W Jackson.
Senior Deacon Jack D Davison.
Junior Deacon Harold A
Brown, Senior Stewart Miles
Swan, Junior Stewart Wayne
Loving. Marshall Harold W
Walker, Sr., Tyler 0 Douglas
Bronson. Lodge Instructor
George R Laulo
A social hour was held

afterward with last years offi-
cers furnishing each a pie

Delayed Enlistments Program
Eldon E Burgess and Wit

ham F McCafferty recently
enlisted in the U S air force
under the delayed enlistment
program, the first with an
active duty date in June 1977
and the second in February
1977 They are sons of Mr and
Mrs. E Burgess and Mr and
Mrs McCafferty. of Fort Ben-
ton
The program offers the ad-

vantage of reserving a position
in the field or technical special
t!, they choose, while remaining
on inactive status for the time
being, and as inactive met,
vists receiving credit for time in
service for pay and promotion
purposes. until active duty
dates

Weather Mild
For Past Week
Weather was generally mild,

except for chmook winds a day
or two, during the week ending
Sunday All daytime highs were
well above freezing and nearly
all lows on the chilly side, but
for early December better than
the normal
Geraldine had the only below-

zero reading early in the week,
and the high of 57 on Wednes-
day Other stations were close
to both figures There was no
measureable moisture during
the seven days, although Geral-
dine reported traces of snow
Tuesday and Thursday.
Highs and lows for the week

ending Sunday
Benton Geral Genou
43 2 47--i 41 0

7 43 14 46 13 44 12
8 55 18 57 19 56 19
9 48 7 49 6 44 2
10 47 5 46 7 46 4
11 52 37 51 37 30 0
12 54 13 54 14 53 11

Tunes Are In The Air!
The Fort Benton high school

band and choir will be making a
trip into Great Falls on Tues-
day, December 14, to televise
their Christmas program on
KRTV. Keep your sets tuned in
and your eyes open for the time
and date this will be aired.
On Thursday. December 16,

at 7:30 p m at the elementary
auditorium, the combined for-
ces of the bands and choirs wit:
present their Christmas con-
cert. The groups included are
the 5th grade band, fith grade
band. middle school band.
senior high band, junior chorus,
madrigals, ensemble, and sen-
ior chorus. The concert is free of
charge and everyone is cordial-
ly invited to attend.
On Tuesday, December 21. at

7:30 p m. at the elementary
auditorium, the elementary
grades will present their Christ-
mas tribute. This also is free of
charge and everyone is cordial-
ly invited to attend.

Deadline Is This Week End
For Holiday Greeting Ads
This week elk. is the deadline

for Christmas greeting ads,
which will appear in our next.
December 22, issue. For New
Year's ads it is the following
week end
Other work prevented as

much time as desired in
contacting businesses last
week, with about half those who
used the ads last year being
contacted. The river Press will
try to complete this by Friday
Quite a number of individuals

have brought in or sent in
personal greetings These are
charged at a minimum of $2,
which covers our usual space
rates. Cutoff time for these is
next Monday noon They will
appear grouped under a suita-
ble heading Longer than the
usual of five or six lines will cost
proportionately more.

A gold stampede to the Bear
Paws was giving the Marias
ferry a workout in June 1878

Opal Winebrenner Is 1977
Montana Intern of Metcatf
Opal Winebrenner, former

Fort Benton resident now of
Helena, will be the 1977 Monta-
na intern in the office of Senator
Lee Metcalf. the latter has
announced. Opal is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs I R Winebren-
ner of Cut Bank She is
currently a research specialist
for the state commission on
local government
She is a 1970 graduate of Fort

Benton high, and attended
Rocky Mountain College in
Billings for two years. then
switched to the University of
Montana where she graduated
with high honors in a combined
political science and history
program
Miss Winebrenner will be the

16th intern since Senator Met-
calf started the program in 1961
The intern is a member of the
senator's staff in a program
designed to give young Monta-
nans a year long comprehensive
introduction of the legislative
process at the federal level,
probably the equivalent of a
couple of years of college
graduate work.
Now completing his year as

1976 intern is Pat Driscoll of
Hamilton. who will return to
Helena to be assistant attorney
general of Montana. Some
others have included:
Dr. Larry Pettit, Lewistown,

now Montana commissioner of
higher education; Gene Maria-
netti, Great Falls, ,protocol
affairs officer for NASA in
Washington; Roger Barber Van
Buskirk, Denton. assistant pro-
fessor at the school of business.
UM, James Grady, Shelby.
author of a current best-selling
novel and reporter with Jack
Anderson.

Farewell Party On Sunday
At Church For Chet Shaws
A farewell party will be held

for Pastor Chet Shaw and
family, next Sunday. December
19th. There will be a pot-luck
dinner at 12:15 p.m. at First
Christian Church. with a pro
gram following in their honor.
The public is extended a most
warm and cordial invitation to

Pastor Shaw has been the
minister of First Christian
Church here in Fort Benton for
almost four years, and has
recently answered a call from
the Christian Church in Libby.
Montana. The Shaw's plan to
leave our city around the 28th of
this month, and will begin their
ministry there on January 1st.
"Brother Chet" and his wife.

Beverly, along with their three
small toys, came to Fort
Benton in March of 1973 from
Morrow ville, Kansas. They
have had a most successful
ministry while here and have
become very well known in this
community during this short
period of time
Friends wish them all the

best, and appreciate their
service to community and town
and anticipate their returning to
visit us from time to time in the
future
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Donald Morger
Died Dec. 11
Donald E Morger. 46, resi-

dent of Fort Benton most of his
life, died Saturday morning,
December 11, 1976, of an
accidental gunshot wound at his
home in Elliston. west of
Helena
Funeral services were this

Wednesday afternoon at Benton
Funeral Home, with Rev. Jacob
Beck of St Paul's Episcopal
Church officiating Burial was
in Riverside Cemetery with
military rites at graveside by
Fort Benton ‘'FW Post. Pall-
bearers were James Granger,
James Fultz, Gene Kelly, Steve
McSweeney, George Frieling
and Bill Lohse Honorary pall-
bearers were Gordon Lippard,
Frank Kelly, Ed Axtman,
Clarence Midlestadt, Charles
lappard, Stan Smith, Jack
Lepley, Jack Protsman, Matt
Buck, Lloyd Gouiet and Ronald
Archer
Don was born in Fort Benton

February 7. 1930. and attended
local schools, graduating from
Fort Benton high in 1948 He
was a football, basketball and
track letterman for the Long-
horns, and was a member of the
1948 basketball team which
played in the state tournament,
first since the state team on
which his father Walter played
in 1923. A natural athlete. Don
was proficient in any sport in
which he became interested. He
attended MSU in Bozeman and
one year at Moorhead, Minneso-
ta.
From 1950-52 he served in the

army. with overseas duty in
Germany. He resided in the
Seattle area for several years
where he was connected with a
reforestation program, later
returning to Fort Benton. At the
time of his death he was
owner-operator of the Last
Chance Saloon in Elliston.
He is survived by his wife.

Patricia of Elliston; two daugh-
ters, Colleen Ellingson of Great
Falls and Becky Brennick of
Spokane, his mother, Mrs.
Katherine Reichelt, and grand-
mother, Mrs. Pauline Frields of
Fort Benton, and by other
relatives One grandson also
survives.

Oliver P. Ritter Dies
Oliver P Ritter, 89, former

resident of the Upper Highwood
section, died last Monday night.
December 6, 1976, in a Great
Falls nursing home. Memorial
services were held Thursday in
Great Falls. He was born in
Olney. Illinois, and after World
War I service farmed in the
upper Highwood section for a
number of years, then leasing
the land. He was also in mining
and oil prospecting in Texas and
Oklahoma as a geologist, and
did core drilling for the Fort
Peck dam He had been a Great
Falls resident most of his adult
life. Survivors are a son, Frank
P. Ritter of Great Falls,
half-brother. Martin Ritter of
Olney: a sister, Mary Ritter of
Ocean Grove, New Jersey, and
three grandchildren

HI. LONG TIME-NO 5E.!

Blowout simulator used in the
emergency driving workshop.
Tire blowouts are infrequent
occurences today and account
for few accidents, but drivers
have a fear of what will happen
if one occurs General Motors
proving grounds base develop-
ed a blowout simulator which is

a pneumatic valve that allows
the tire to be deflated through
the rim n in a time comparable to
a sudden tire air loss. The
device will automatically rein-
flate the tire so that repetitive
blowouts can be itis en on the
same time. This is an effective
training exercise.

Two Hundred Attend Driver
Workshop Here Dec. 8-10
The Fort Benton traffic

education department put on an
emergency driving procedure
workshop at the airport Decem-
ber 8, 9 and 10 Over 200
students, bus drivers, and local
people from Geraldine. Denton,
Highwood, and Fort Benton
went through the course.
Curt Hahn, traffic education

supervisor for the superinten-
dent of public instruction, was
here to assist Pat Heydon, train
instructors, and help instruct
for the three days.
The workshop consisted of 4

courses:
1. The tire blow out The

driver drives down the cone
marked lane at the speed
selected by his instructor He
will experience a sudden flat
tire and is to maintain the
vehicle within the marked lane
stopping in the shortest possible
distance without locking the
wheels

2. The Serpentine- The driver
will weave through the course
increasing the speed at every
pass. The instructor will em-
phasize vehicle input signals
and the proper driver inputs
and rhythm required to main-
tain control.
3. Braking and controlled

stopping- This exercise is close-
ly related to the skid control
maneuver It helps the driver
learn how to brake without
locking the wheels, and thus
going into a skid. Controlled
braking is commonly required
in situations such as when cars
or pedestrians emerge unex-
pectedly into the roadway from
driveways or sidewalks or when
a car ahead stops suddenly.

The Nebelos scouts made
their Christmas tree presenta-
tion to Charles Eckberg, admin-
istrator of the Chouteau Count.
Hospital December 9th. Hon
Doll is the leader of $Vebelos
with Larrs Morrison as the
assistant

Also procedures used to avoid a
stalled vehicle in your driving
lane.
4 Evasive Maneuvers- The

objective here is to give the
driver practice in utilizing the
evasive capabilities of his
automobile, rather than relying
on braking as an emergency
measure without braking, he
approaches a pylon barrier and
on cue from the instructor ) "left
or right") he must make a line
or directional change without
braking.
Instructors were: Curt Hahn,

Helena; Earl Furlong, Geral-
dine: Ron Kemmet, Highwood;
Tom Briney, Denton; Jerry
Robo, Larry. Blanchard, Fort
Benton police department; Bob
Blades, Steve Knecht, Chouteau
county sheriff's office, Pat
Heydon, Fort Benton high
school Cars were furnished by
Power Motors, and Fort Benton
Motors.
• Another course is planned for
sometime in the spring

Montana Power Taxes
Montana Power Company

reports payment of first half
Chouteau county taxes-amount
ing to $31,394. with the remain-
der of the $59,950 to be paid next
May Three counties each get
more than a million. Cascade.
Rosebud and Yellowstone The
utility reports its total property
tax bill in Chouteau county to be
about $11,114,715 three coun-
ties had not completed assess-
nlentsi up 17.5 percent from
the $9,462,219 in 1975 About
seven million of the total will go
to schools

They want to wish staff and
patients a very Merry Christ-
mas
Those in the den are Jay

McQuire, Doy le Flynn. Dennis
Albers, Garrett McFarland and
Joe Bramiette.

Stores Open Thursday and Friday Evenings


