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Donald James Hu
Donald James Huffman, 76,

passed into eternity on December
26, 2004 at Peace Hospice in Great
Falls after a long battle with cancer.
He was born February 19, 1928 in
Fort Benton, NIT. He was the son of
Lloyd and Gladys Huffman of
Highwood.
Don attended Highwood and

Kalispell schools. He graduated
trom Fort Benton High School in
1446. Don loved music and excelled

on the trombone in high school band
as well as a local dance band, tie
joined the Army Air Force in June
of 1946, serving until December
1947. After Don was discharged
from the Air Force, he attended
school at Rocky Mountain College,
Montana State College, and Adcox
Diesel School in Portland, OR.
On September 4, 1949, Don mar-

ried Dons F. %Vinson in Fort Benton.
They were married for 55 years.
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Chouteau County Commissioners,

County Courthouse, 10am to 5 pm
Fort Benton City Council, City Hall at 730 pm

Kiwanis Club at Bob's Riverfront noon

Republican Women. noon at Sunrise Bluffs
CCPA Board Meeting, 6:30 pm in Brand Room
Signal Point Golf Board. City Half 630 pm
Airport Board. at Ag Center 7 pm
Jaycees. at The Clubhouse. 7:30 pm
Women's Club Board Meeting. noon at the Bluffs
FBHS Girls Basketball. at Conrad, 4:15 pm
FBHS Boys Westling. home vs Fairfield, 6.30 pm
FBHS Boys Wrestling, at Cut Bank invitational
FBHS Girls Basketball, home vs Shelby 4:15pm
FBHS Boys Basketball, at Shelby. 4:15 pm
FBHS Girls & Boys Basketball at Simms

Girls begin at 11:15 am. Boys begin at 12:45prn
City Band rehearsal, FB High School music room
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Don and Doris have two children;
Gary L. Huffman and Kathy E.
Kushnak both of Great Falls. Don
farmed his father's homestead farm
from 1950 to 1971.

Don was active in and helped or-
ganize the Chouteau County Farm
Bureau, a member ot P.M. Optimist
Club, and a charter member of the
Great Falls Full Gospel
Businessmen's Fellowship. He en-
joyed working with the Boy Scouts
and also teaching Sunday school.

Survivors include his wife, Doris
Huffman of Great Falls; son, Gary
Huffman of Great Falls; daughter,
Kathy Kushnak of Great Falls;
grandchildren; Tim lluffman,
Bethany O'Connell, Erin Huffman,
Molly MacMillan, David kushnak,
Lindsey Huffman, Jesse Huffman,
and Casey Huffman; three great
grandchildren; a brother, Howard
Huffman of Salem, Oregon; a sis-
ter, Marjorie Davidson of Great
Falls.

Donald Huffman

Visitation will be held on Friday,
Dec. 31, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
at the Benton Funeral Home in Fort
Benton. Burial with military honors
will be Friday, Dec. 31, at 11 a.m. at
Riverside Cemetery in Fort Benton.

A memorial service will follow at
2 p.m. at the Faith Center Church,
4700 10th Ave. S., Great Falls. Benton
Funeral Home is handling the ar-
rangements.

Memorial can be made to
Highwood Public Schools or Peace
Hospice in Great Falls.

- - - - -
RECORDER TRIO - Benton Lake first grader Darby Mackenstadt, Benton Lake second grader
Jenna Ryan and Carter second grader Nan Giles were three of the students playing their recorders
during a musical portion of the Benton Lake and Carter School Christmas program
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Rail Lines Continued from page 1

The study's "executive sum-
mary" of the Great Falls-Fort
Benton line says:

"Assuming minimal rail opera-
tions, the BNSF Great Falls-Fort
Benton rail line will cover ongoing
operating costs based on the new
carload forecasts. The nearest 110-
car shuttle train loading facility is
over 50 miles from the grain eleva-
tors located at Fort Benton and
Kershaw, making it relatively un-
likely that traffic will move by
truck to the large loading facility."
The CMR Moccasin-Geraldine

rail line carried 577 carloads in
2003, down from a high of 2,027
carloads in 1995. Wheat accounts
for 92 percent of the freight on the
rail line. The line also carries some
lumber.

The study's executive summary
of the Moccasin-Geraldine line
says:
"Assuming minimal rail opera-

tions, the Central Montana Rail,
Inc., (CNIER) cannot cover ongoing
operating costs at the current traf-
fic levels. This rail line will require
an additional annual subsidy of
$402,000 to break even based on
2003 traffic levels. Future rate ac-
tions by the BNSF at the Moccasin
facility will directly affect the prof-
itability of the Central Montana
Rail, Inc."
The summary continues:
"The above statements are

based upon average operations of
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Just in time — we'd like to deliver our best wishes for a happy and healthy
New Year to each one of you. It's been a real pleasure serving you this past year.
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a railroad of similar size and op-
eration. It is recognized that CAM
is a non profit operation and that
it may be able to control costs and
not require subsidized operations.
Nevertheless, the point here is that
CAM is encumbered by marginal
traffic levels, and is 'under the gun'
with regard to potential BNSF rate
actions."
The Havre-Big Sandy rail line

handled 282 carloads in 2003, down
from a high of 1,747 carloads in
1991. The study says that only

seven cars are projected for the fu-
ture.

The executive summary of the
Havre-Big Sandy line says:
"Assuming minimal rail opera-

tions, the BNSF Havre-Big Sandy
branch line cannot cover ongoing
operating costs. This branch will
require annual subsidy of at least
$283,000. Due to the close proxim-
ity of a large shuttle facility at
Havre, there is no financial reason
for shippers to use the Havre-Big
Sandy rail line."
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with the hospital's other programs.
Dr. Mark Buck has said he is inter-
ested in becoming certified in pal-
liative care.

MRMC Chief Financial Officer
Lynn Asbeck commented that an
expansion of MRMC's services in
the field of Palliative Care could
only be beneficial. She commented
that she recently sat in on an inter-
view for a Licensed Professional
Counselor, and said that haying
this type of counselor would be a
benefit to the facility. The trustees
offered their support for having
this type of service at \WNW. A
time line for pursuing these goals
will be established and presented
at the next meeting.
• The board discussed the on-

going nursing shortage and the
steps which NIRNIC is taking to
help deal with this problem.

Woodhouse reported that a per-
son on the NIRNIC staff is sched-
uled to do her clinical training soon
and will complete her RN require-
ments in the next couple of
months.
• Lynn Asbeck gave her report

on the budget and said she feels
comfortable with the numbers this
far into the fiscal year. She said the
hospital has been busy and the
outpatient services are doing bet-
ter than last year to date.

Asbeck said she has done an
audit of MRMC's mileage ex-
penses, and she feels the facility
could come out ahead by purchas-
ing a vehicle for use by the staff.
She reported on two cars which are
available from local dealers. She
said she will present a further
analysis of costs and savings at the
next board meeting. The trustees
will then make a decision on
whether or not to purchase a ve-
hicle for staff use.

• Jay Pottenger reported that he
recently interviewed a good candi-
date for the physical therapy posi-
tion which is open at MR NW. The
candidate comes highly recom-
mended and wants to move to a
small community, Pottenger said.

Pottenger reported that the Na-
tional Health Service Corps has

approved doing an analysis of
MR1NIC's clinic services. This will
be done at no cost to MRMC.
New REACH equipment for

long-distance conferences and edu-
cation has been installed,
Pottenger said. The new equip-
ment has a higher quality picture
and more timely reception than the
old system.

Pottenger said he has approved
a one percent raise for the staff ef-
fective at the first of the year as a
reward for reducing workman's
comp fees by reporting incidents
earlier.

Pottenger reviewed the grants
he has submitted recently and
where he will apply the funds if
the grants are successful. He re-
ported that a mini-grant has been
approved and will be used to pur-
chase lab equipment.

• Leaders go down in histor, -
some farther down than others.
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